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INTRODUCTION TO THE ENGLISH EDITION 


This book is a translation in a somewhat shortened form of the second edition 
of my German work. Die wirtschaftlicken und so^ialen Grundlagen der Euro- 
pdischen Kulturentwicklung^ which was published in Vienna in 1923-4. 

Cuts have been made first in the sections concerned with the older historical 
theories of the problems here dealt with, and secondly in the discussion of opposing 
theses and of the material yielded by research. In many places, also, the investiga¬ 
tion into the origin of place-names and the examples put forward in illustration 
have been considerably shortened. Certain passages referring more particularly 
to England have been omitted, since a more detailed presentation of this material 
can be found in the works of English scholars, while in this English edition 
of my book stress is laid rather upon conditions prevailing on the Continent, 
The reader desirous of a fuller exposition than is given in these abbreviated 
sections, may refer to the footnotes indicating the corresponding passages in 
the German edition. 

I should consider it a great honour if by means of this translation the results 
of my historical research may be spread throughout the English-speaking world. 

My special thanks are due, above all, to Professor Eileen Power, who is 
the instigator of this translation, and who has throughout given her expert advice 
and support to the undertaking. Then I would extend my very warm thanks 
to the translators themselves, Miss M. G. Beai-d and Mrs, Nadine Marshall, and 
to the publisher for the pleasing appearance of the book. To my colleague, 
Professor Erna Patzelt, I am once again most deeply indebted for the difficult 
task she has fulfilled in shortening the German edition—a task which demanded 
not only the greatest familiarity with the subject-matter, but also a sympathetic 
understanding of the whole conception of the work. Finally particular thanks 
are due to Miss Richenda Payne, who has performed the arduous work of checking 
footnotes and seeing the book through the press. 

Alfons Dopsch. 

Vienna. 

January, 1937- 
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THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FOUNDATIONS OF 
EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 


Chapter I 

THE INFLUENCE OF CONTEMPORARY MOVEMENTS ON 
HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

T he relationship of the Germans to the Romans and their civilization at the 
beginning of the so-called Middle Ages is one of the oldest of historical 
problems, and one upon which, as long as a science of history has existed, 
historians have been obliged to adopt a definite position. But, however much 
their opinions may have differed in detail, one fundamental idea has persisted, 
and in spite of occasional challenges still maintains its sway even in the most 
recent works of historical research. That fundamental idea is the conception 
of the German Barbarians as a people without culture, enemies of civilization, 
who fell upon the old world and brought about its ruin and destruction. It is 
usually assumed that a sharp opposition existed between the Romati administra¬ 
tion as it then existed and the embryonic political development of the newcomers, 
and it is this hostility which is held to have caused the downfall of Antiquity, 
together with the pillage of most of its countless treasures. In many books it 
is suggested that this amazing period of destruction in world history was of 
short duration, and was brought about by the great migrations or Vdlkerwanderung^ 
which were sometimes even thought to have occupied no more than a century 
(approximately from a.d. 350-450). At best this great transition from Romanism 
to Germanism was described as if, without any intermediate stage, the'' barbaric 
Germans had appeared side by side with ancient civilization at its height and 
had only gradually assimilated some elements of its culture through the expansion 
of the Roman Church, Even Karl Lamprecht took this view. ** Thus,"^ he 
wrote in 1898, “ the land had a dual appearance. Side by side with the subtle 
luxury of the Roman officer and merchant there appeared the pitiably uncivilized 
native barbarians; there was no harmonious mingling of the two.^’^ 

Although D. Schafer attributes the rise of European civilization to the 
usual sources—Roman Empire, Christian religion, and German national 
characteristics ^—he, too, considers that a development on a new basis began 
with the German states in the fifth century, and that a new world then appeared 
in place of the Graeco-Roman one. ‘‘ It was unavoidable that some details 
should be adopted from the Romans,’’ ^ but the medieval state was nevertheless 
“ a German invention, for a long time clumsy, and not to be compared in the 
extent of its influence, either external or internal, with the gigantic organization 
of the Roman Empire. But from the ruins a new seed germinated.” The 

^ Lamprecht, Deutsche Geschichte^ i, 225. 

^ Schafer, Deutsche Geschichte^ i, Mittelalter. 4th edit, 1914, 67. 

» Ibid., 71 f. 
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independence of the German spirit seemed to him unqucsiionaltlc. lie tliou-ht 
that the foundations of human society were quickly relaid to suit the C.erman 
temperament and were capable of development, but that the o! anticiuiiy 

disappeared and were for centuries almost forgottend 1 hei-eiore Scluiler, ton, 

speaks of a “ retrograde step ”, a “ destruction of Roman culture by the 

barbarians”. . . . . 

How did this fundamental theory concermno* the oniijin of huropean culture 
come to beheld? It grew up, in my opinion, with ilieiiiivat in((‘il(rtual movement 
which set in in the middle of the fifteenth century, and is (Msily comprehcnsihlc 
if we remember this historical origin. The renaissance' of classical anticiuiiy 
involuntarily gave rise to a particular attitude of mirul in Italy on the subject 
of the important problem of the German conc|iiest of lloun'. d’he more the 
ancient world was studied and admired by scholars, the more strongly did tliey 
feel its downfall as a national misfortune. The marvellous picture of that I'x'rfc'ct 
culture, painted by the fancy of its admirers, makes it easily comprehensible that 
the conquerors of the Roman Empire should have sc'cmc'd mere rou|»;h and 
violent savages, all the more so because the picture was btisi'd not on conditions 
during the period of conquest (the fifth century a.d.) but on those of' tlic' golden 
age of Roman art and literature. Caesar and I’acitus wen; rend and tlic'ir tc'rm 
harhari was adopted, but with quite a different: meaning from that which it had 
held for their contemporaries. From the point of vii'w of thi' lU'naissance 
Humanists, the Germans, who were outside the grc;at civilization of llomt', 
were the enemies and destroyers of civilization, neither did the 1 himanisis ohsetrvi; 
how completely they were giving the lie to their own authoritic's, nor how 
strongly this view conflicted with that held by the Roman authors. In »r d’acitus, 
with his high ethical evaluation and even admiration of those; “ barbarians 
was contrasting German customs with the degeneration of Homan administra¬ 
tion and the striking decline of ancient culture, and drawing an implicit moral. 

The more splendid the works of art which were discoven'd by the lU'wly- 
awakened interest in antiquity, the more hostile to civilization did tin; (hsrman 
conquerors seem. The highly sensitive imagination of diesc; Southerners, whose 
enthusiasm so quickly leads to ecstatic exagge:ration, could visualize; (liat transition 
from classical to Germanic rule only in the light of a catastrojilu', tlu; viok'ut 
shattering of a Roman world, which was believed to liave n'lnaiiu'd untouched 
until that time; for they had no conception of the process of historic continuity. 
Upon the Germans, or the Goths, as the Italian Ilumanisis called them, was placed 
the main responsibility for the downfall of the Roman world, do tlu; neo¬ 


classical artists of the Renaissance, everything that lay Ix‘twe(*n tluan and their 
admired models seemed Gothic barbarism ”, an attitude which was, perhaps, 
most harshly expressed by Filaretes, crying in 1450: “Cursed he tlu; man 
who invented tills wretched Gothic architecture^ only a Barbarian people 
could have brought it to Italy,” ^ 

Italian Humanism, then, crossed the Alps and created in Northern Europe 
a so an enthusiasm for classical culture. It is true that a national oppositi<m 
against the extreme Italian position soon made itself felt, esp(;cially in (hnniany, 
and kd to active research into the German past,» But it must not he forgotten 

a r Neumann, Byiantmischc Kultur und RmahsanMinr (190O, w 

desHurnaJsm^ m DcurMmd unur drm HlnJIu.us 

Kuhurgesekehte des Mimlahcrs und dcr d<cnaUsaniY], c.L Walu«r (UiOz, 
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that German Humanists, too, believed the fall of the Roman Empire to have been 
a calamity and held the Germans responsible for it. Even men like Beams Rhenanus, 
who was perhaps the first to approach a better understanding of the relationship 
of Germans and Romans, lament bitterly over the destruction of the much admired 
Empire. To him, also, the Germans are pillagers, barbarians in the modern sense 
of the word, i.e. savages. He does, it is true, praise as a valuable possession the 
high degree of freedom they had cultivated; but he regards even the Franks 
as being primarily destroyers, who devastated the towns and enslaved the Roman 
provinces which they had conquered, as the Huns of Attila had done before 
them.^ The German Humanists had too great a respect and admiration for 
classical antiquity, and the sources from which they drew were too biased, for 
them to be able to understand the real and independent part played by German 
culture in the development of the new states of the early Middle Ages. 

This Humanistic theory of the past held sway for a long time. It was the 
fundamental hypothesis on which subsequent theories' were always built, and 
its continued existence was due to the peculiar line taken by later historical 
research, especially in the history of culture {Kulturgesckichte). For although 
the seventeenth century brought with it a great advance in historical knowledge 
in Germany, this advance was made in a different direction. The great motive 
forces of German political organization, territorialism, and princely despotism, 
also influenced historical interpretation and research,^ and although, when the 
period of the creation of great new states began, historians once again turned to 
more general subjects, by this time the French Era of Enlightenment in the 
eighteenth century had imparted fresh life to the catastrophic theory of the 
humanists. Count Boulainvilliers put a very low estimate on Frankish culture, 
for he started from the political pi*econception that the French nobility descended 
from the Frankish conquerors of Gaul, whereas the conquered Romans formed 
the subject class ; according to this view the Franks were nomads without fixed 
property in land, which they developed only after the subjection of the Romans 
by Clovis.^ It was of little use that the learned Abb6 Dubois attacked this 
view, holding that there was peaceful co-operation between Germans and Romans 
and asserting that the Germans came not as conquerors but as associates of the 
Romans, leaving the Roman system unchanged, and that the servitude of Gaul 
was first brought about in the ninth century by the rise of the nobility.^ Montes¬ 
quieu and Voltaire, who has been regarded-—not quite correctly—as the founder 
of the history of culture, have on the whole the same Romanophil, or, rather, 
Germanophobe standpoint as the Humanists. Both Frenchmen were inspired 
by an extraordinary admiration for the Greeks and Romans. Voltaire, indeed, 
called them the two most gifted nations of the world,® and Montesquieu devoted 
a special work to the greatness of the Romans and its cause.® According to 
them the Roman empire became the prey of the barbarians, whose invasions 
caused general misery."^ The destruction of a flourishing trade is, for Montesquieu, 
only one aspect of these melancholy negative influences, though as a writer 

^ Ibid., 140. 

® See in general F. Wegele, Geschichte d&t Deutsckm Historiographies 342, where, however, 
the connecting links are not suiBciently worked out or understood. 

® Histoire de Vancien gouvernement de la France (1737) and Ftat de la France (1737). 

^ Histoire critique de VitaMissement de la monarchic franpaise dans les Gaules (1734). 

® La philosophic de Vhistoire (1765), chap. Hi. 

® Considirations sur les causes de la grandeur des Romains et de leur dicadence (1734). 

^ Montesquieu, L*esprit des lois (1748), xxi, 17. 
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IJis IiiK‘ of argument 


ia the age of mercantilism he felt it nearest to his heart, 
should be noticed. He gives a detailed description of the peculiar lahait of the 
Romans for trade, their far-reaching commercial conneclions, and ahovc' all their 
encouragement of urban life. This trade, he thinks, w;is for the Iiarharians a 
mere object of plunder. “ Soon there was no more trade; in Europe ! ” 

Compare with this Voltaire’s picture of the transition from the Roman to 
the German world, in his Essai sur les mceurs at 1’esprit Jes nations.^ “ If we pass 
from the history of the Roman Empire to that of the pc'opK's who destroyed it 
in the West, we feel like travellers who leave a splendid city to find themst;lves 
in a thorny waste. Twenty barbaric dialects are the heirs of the hetuitiful Latin 
language, which was spoken from Illyria to the Atkis mounttiins. Whcrt;;is, up 
to that time, wise laws had ruled over half our hemisphere, now tluar; are only 
savage customs. All the signs of civilization, amphitheatres, circuses, and the 
rest, which were erected throughout the provinats, are destroyed and lie in 
ruins, overgrown by grass. The excellent roads, which h;id led ii-om the capital 
itself to the distant Taurus, are covered by stagnant pools.” lie sees the same 
upheaval in the sphere of intellectual culture. ' d’he wlioh; of Iturope fell into 
this shameful barbarism, and for long remained siibtnerged ; in Voltain;’s opinion 
it did not recover until the sixteenth century. 'Lhc'Middle Agvs are for him 
centuries of barbarism, horror, and superstition, of scnst;k;ss tales of wonder- - 
a monstrous negation of all civilization. 

Not only do we find this supposed destruction of ancient culture playing an 
mportant part in later theories, but the positive interpretation given to interntil 
German conditions was also influenced by these Erench writers, and especially 
by Montesquieu. It is he who is responsible for the view tlitit the (iermtm triiies 
lived in forests and marshes, partly separated from one ttnoiher by lakes.- Nay 
more, these conditions lasted, in his opinion, for a long titne; the l.arbtirian.s 
kept ±eir habits and customs even after the conquest. 'I’hey laid little ai’riculture 
but lived a pastoral life, and they had no industries. 'Fhe |;'ener:il result of the 
^ fGreat estates, pttrticuktrly (wclesiastical 

h Sit ? d T “ imitation <if the Roman et.tpin;; after 

b forther disorders and wars brought about a relaiise into thtit stttte of illiterate 

SralletSd.“"’ 

_ Here already we have, in its essential features, the untiltered and nermaneni 

pSod JhsT: cone!Ti; If’Tis 

samedSfonSAl J r fiml ;Jn„M ,1,. 

a splendid wav of livin!r^TT^T°^T vigorous trade, wealtli, and 

invasions.® N^r haT h^SdnSiT^ 

endure. The treatoent of ^ T u «<>rrows to 

ine treatment of the problem of the fall of the Roman E.npire is 


3 twelfth chapter. 

® Ibid., XXX, 6,n, 12. 

Mssats surVhistoire de France 1823, 3 and 53 £ 


® Op. cith, xxviti, 2. 
* Ibid., xxviii^ ii. 




HISTORICAL RESEARCH 5 

signifipnt Guizot lays special stress on the fact that in the war with the barbarians 
no resistance on the part of the Roman nation can be traced, that indeed it seems 
to be entirely lacking; and this he considers to be one of the most surprising 
facts in history.^ His important observation as to the silence of contemporary 
documents on this point did not, however, lead him on to take the next logical 
step and to doubt the correctness of his fundamental thesis; he was so sure 
that it was true.^ He could only find an indirect answer to his question as to 
how this surprising silence was to be explained, and (in accordance with the 
sentiments of his time) he made imperial despotism responsible for the apathy 
of the people and their demoralization. A biased and truly characteristic method 
of writing the history of culture! Fie was unable to correct his general theory 
by a detailed examination of conditions, but attempted by devious subterfuges 
to reconcile his thesis with the catastrophic theory, which remained unchallenged 
and intact, although the contradictions embodied in it had already been shown 
up by the sources and were well known. 

Beside this catastrophic theory, which is essentially of Romance origin, 
another and quite independent theory, starting from a different angle, had 
meanwhile found^ expression in Germany. It began by considering existing 
conditions, and tried to explain the past by the present. This was not accidental, 
for its originator was a man of practical experience, a lawyer taking an active 
part in public administration, who stood for the improvement of the economic 
and social conditions of his homeland. This man was Justus Moser of Osnabruck. 
In attempting to find historical foundations for his proposed reforms, he was 
led to link the present with the past. The basis of liis work is to be found in 
the conditions prevailing in his own country, Westphalia, especially in the 
bishopric of Munster, which he considered particularly appropriate for an 
investigation of primitive forms of organization. Moser actually thought that 
the agrarian system of his own day was still like that of the earliest times 
Like the French, he went back to Caesar and Tacitus, seeking analogies for com¬ 
parison with the present, but his practical experience in administrative technique 
enabled him to criticize them from an independent point of view, and he rejected 
CaesaFs description of the German agrarian system, since it did not correspond 
to Westphalian conditions. By so doing he made an important step forward 
in our knowledge of social and cultural history. His inductive reasoning from 
nature led him to a bold attack on the accepted authority of historical tradition. 

1 he practical expert attaches more importance to natural conditions of the soil 
than to descriptions of classical authors. Moser realized that Caesar's descriptions 
could not have a general application, but were due to conditions of war, and 
consequently gave logical preference to the condition of his own part of the 
country, which was little aifected by great political upheavals, least of all by 
wars. Thus he declared that the Westphalian isolated homesteads (Eimelhofi) 
were the original form of settlement, and considered the house of fundamental 
importance. 

_ Moser’s views were determined by a second main influence. He was writing 
in the time of die peasant liberation and was politically active on its behalf. He 


^ Op. cit., I f. 

^ He considers that the age of Clovis was still one of chaos 
lutte des forces et des ind^*pendances individuelles/' Ibid., 65. 
Osnabriicktische Geschichte (2ncl edit., 1780), i, 10. 
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was personally convinced that his age was especially ravc)ural)lc to liherty,^ and 

he wrote the history of his country ^ as a good (rerman patriot. 1 hv idc^al of 
freedom plays a large part in it Moser hoped to bring about a change in the 
interpretation of German history by showing tluil: ordinary landownt'rs were 
the true components of the nation and were ihererore to be reruirdc'd a:; the 
proper subject of historical investigation. Tlie earliest period stynwd to bini 
to be of the first importance, and he saw in it a “ golden a_ge ol free (sernuin 
farmers, associated with each other for purposes of selLgovca-nnurnt under an 
elected magistrate. This first period of‘‘high and universal b{au)ur" lastecfi 
according to Moser, till the time of Charles the Great ; bait it must be noted 
that he looked on this golden freedom as a survival from anticjnityc' 

Since Moser considers the separate homesU'ad as the original form of seith'- 
ment, he begins with private ownership. “ Each honit'SK'ad was^ as it wia'c, 
an independent state, which stood apart from its ncicibbour in j)t'acc or war.’’ 
But his Munster home caused him to adopt a second theory which suited conditions 
there. The isolation of the individuals w^as consurninattjd in a unioig which 
again rose out of natural conditions. ‘‘It would seem that the common use of 
forest, pasture, moor, or mountain, wliere no one could fence ofl* hi;; own share, 
first united a few of these men in our part of the world. We call such common 
preserves Marks; and perhaps the earliest tribes who scittled in isf)la!('d ('oinintini{i(‘s 
were members of a Mark-association {Markp^cnossen),'' Wc‘ must ol)st‘rv(\ how¬ 
ever, what he means by these Marks. “Our whole diocese; is dividc‘d into 
Marks, in which villages and separate dwellings lie scatten'd, and ilicir houndaih's 
do not coincide with any other boundaries, whether of district, !oc;il <';ov(‘rn- 
ment, jurisdiction, parish, or hamlet. Nature and necessity alone staan to have 
directed the division, and we may therefore conclude that i!k‘ hoimdary of ilu' 
Mark is older than any other.” Common usage extends only to those pi('C(‘s 
of land which are economically unsuitable for private property, or which may 
be more useful from an economic point of view if left undivided. 

Moser may to-day be regarded as one of the founders of (ierrnan economic 
history. For although Anton’s later work on tlu^ history of (haanan rural 
economy (Geschichte der Deutschen Latidwinschaft) was nmc-li more <;orrect 
in some of its details, it was the fundamental views of M()S(a-, aticl not those of’ 
Anton, which were adopted by later scholars. Mr)S(a-’s vitwvs w<a*c; eliiefly 
Muential because theybecame the basis of German legal history. R. !), Iliillmtug 
in his book on the origin of classes in Germany (iHo6), which was plantKal on 
a large scale, was the first to work out a formal systcan, which made him appear 
as the father of the so-called “manorial theory”. In this study Ik; ira':-; many 
of the arguments of the Westphalian patriot. He descriln^s tlu; (haanan national 
states on Roman soil as composed of settled pcasant-fanmas. According to 
him, their public constitution is a larger and more spkaulid imitation of'the 
internal organization of the great homestead of the lime.'' Idu; lord is tlu^ law¬ 
giver and judge of his tenants, who perform agricultural tincl military sta'vitx^s. 
A mere aggregate of landed properties and of isolated farmsteads, each of tin? 


J Patriotische PAantasien, iv, 321. 

3 Osnahruckischen Gesckichte (176S). 

Charted to a considerable extent.. 

canaries was only the head on that ancient body/’ 

^ Ibid., i, 11 . 5 . 
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little kingdoms was little more than a great estate with many independent farms. 
The richest and therefore the most respected landowner was the head of the 
confederated landowners; he took the command in national wars^ had chief 
place in national councils, and superintended the autonomous jurisdiction of 
the citizens of the state. Copy and original differed only in the fact that in the 
former the members of the community were settled on their own lands and were 
fully free, but in the latter they were on their ruler’s land and were thus really 
not free.” It will be seen that in spite of differences the fundamental ideas of 
Moser’s theory are adopted here; free settlers in isolated homesteads forming 
as it were the nucleus of the state, and at the same time ruling it by virtue of their 
autonomy. 

Then came a further development of Moser’s Mark theory, in a form 
identical with that which he himself had introduced. This is found in K. F. Eich- 
horn’s Deutsche Staats-- und Rechtsgeschichte. In the first edition of this work 
(1808) the Mark-association still plays only a modest part and is again considered 
to be merely a form of unification, binding together privately-owned and 
isolated settlements.^ Eichhorn expressly rejected the idea of common ownership 
of inherited or of landed properties and only allowed co-ownership.^ He 
described the former as an unfounded hypothesis, which was unnecessary to 
explain the limitations on the right of disposal of property, apparently so dis¬ 
advantageous to the heirs. He remarks that in any case these limitations may 
have originated for the most part in the following period, and therefore does not 
regard them as a survival from primitive times. It is true that later Eichliorn’s 
own researches led him to another conclusion, but it should be noted liow he 
arrived at these later views. In his famous thesis (Dher den Ur sprung der 
stadti'schen VzrfassSung in Deutschland) (1815), Moser is still clearly his starting- 
point ^; moreover he refers expressly to Moser’s works and follows him in 
taking for granted, as a known and proven ” fact, ‘‘ that according to German 
ideas all law proceeded from the whole body of full citizens, by means of which 
they preserved their life, their honour, and their property.” ^ The fundamental 
conception of the freedom and equality of the German peoples led Eichhorn at 
once to conclude, from the mention in Frankish documents of the eighth and 
ninth centuries of the right of the Mark to allot individual holdings (Euferi), 
that originally all Marks were divided into portions with equal rights, each held 
by several free owners.® Then, still clearly under Mdser’s influence, he formed the 
hypothesis that “ the undivided Mark was owned in common by the inhabitants 
of the ^isolated homesteads (Einielhofe) ”, their rights of usage in it being decided 
by a M^yk-law ”, which ‘‘ in accordance with the Germanic constitution ” 
doubtless “ grew up out of the decisions and decrees of all the Mark-associates ''d 

Thus legal constructions were used to build up a theory based upon 
comparatively late sources, despite the fact that in these sources the fundamental 
thesis of a free society of German land-owners no longer held good.® After 


' 1 ) f ^ 140. ^ Ibid., 148, note c. 

Zeitschrijt fur geschichthche Rechtswissenschaft, i, 150 : “ Yet the term ‘ marca ’ is better suited 
to Low German colonization, where the separate farms of the peasants lie scattered in the Mark.’* 
Ibid., 172. » Op. cit., 156. 7 Ibid., 169. 

® Eichhorn himself had to acknowledge that our documentary information about individual 
settlements goes back no farther than the eightli century, and that the condition of the villas in earlier 
times w^as not what it appears in Carolingian sources. 
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Eichhorn had abandoned his original view ^ and diat of his master^ Moser, and 
had developed a definite theory of Mark-law and Mark-association, he described 
it in the later editions of his Deutsche Staats^- und Recktsgeschichtc as the actual 
basis of the earliest constitution He spoke of a complete Mark-system 
which “ in later times was either laid down by the Mark-associates by virtue of 
their common ownership, or granted by the lord of the Mark ’h'* This began to 
assume an ever-increasing significance. Private property in arable land (in which 
Eichhorn formerly admitted that there was private ownersliip, and which lie 
did not include in the Mark) now also appears as ‘‘subject to common use, and 
takes on the character of a right of usufruct regulated by the community 
According to Eichhorn, this explains Ccesar’s statement that there was no real 
private property in land among the Germans. Thus Moser’s theory was liuther 
developed, and wider generalizations were made from siatements which he had 
applied only to the narrower sphere of Westphalia. Eichhorn’s reputation and 
the wide circulation of his book, which went througli many editions and gradually 
became the standard history of German law, created more and more acllicrents 
of this theory in Germany. His Mark theory was destined to liecome the corner¬ 
stone of the whole constitutional and legal history of that country. 

It is interesting to note Eichhorn’s position with I'cgard to the old 
catastrophic theory. Here his scientific mode of investigation, based on a study 
of the sources, appears in sharp contrast to the spectilative tendency of the 
French. He stresses the obvious lack of definite information, tind cautiously 
rejects as improbable the theory of a systematic re-organization of tlie conquered 
Roman provinces by the Germans. He emphasizes the conservatism of the 
German conquerors in respect of the earlier population and their legal system.'^ 
In later editions he went so far as to maintain “ that neither their civil organiza¬ 
tion nor their customs show any trace of savagery or l^arlxirism In general, 
however, he adhered from the beginning to the view that in the Roman jirovinces 
of the Frankish kingdom there was a fusion of Germtins and Romans into a new 
nation.® This new people is described by Eichhorn as undergoing a rapid increase 
of barbarism ; the former Roman culture is lost and gives way to an unbridled 
degradation. At the same time, however, he stresses as the special (derman 
contribution to this new development, their warlike character, and the lil,)erty 
shown in their customs and constitution. We have already stjcn iIk! influence 
of this last idea in his account of the development of law. 

This theory of Germanic freedom and of the participation of all freemen 
in the government, Moser’s gerneine Ehre, which had its origin in the ardent 
aspirations of the eighteenth century, continued to recur as a leitmotif in all 
accounts of the earliest German period. On it K. A. Rogge based his study, 
Uher das Gerichtswesen der Germanen (1820), in which he maintains that the 
free Germans wielded a completely unfettered authority, without recognition 
of any superior or ruler.® In other contemporary or later works on economic 
and legal history this conviction appears again and again.® It was regarded, so 


^ In die second edition, 1818, i, 44, he holds to the older theory and directly ciuotcs Moser (p. 46) 
but on|32 f. his conversion to tlie new point of view is to soixic extent indicated. " ' 


» See for sample 4th edit. (1834), 61, or jth edit. (1843), 57. 
Ibid. (4th edit.), <>3, or (5th edit.) 58. ‘ Op. dt, 59 f. 

b ^ 45 ) § 117 = i (5th edit.), 471. 1 • - 


‘ (5th edit.), i, <7. 
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to speakj as a German national inheritance, the more so since the conditions of the 
moment made such a state of ajffairs appear a goal most ardently desired. This 
is clearly seen in those German patriots of the Romantic period, whose enthusi¬ 
astic nationalism brought about a lively interest in the history of the past. 

We find an important counterpart to this pivotal conception in Guizot's 
work (already mentioned) of 1823. Here an impressive antithesis between the 
Romanist and the Germanist conception of history is revealed. Guizot, also, 
interprets the name Frank as “ freeman ” ^; he, too, thinks that the free alod 
was to be found when land-ownership first began. Every warrior was master of 
the piece of land which he himself had taken or which fell to him by lot. There 
was free land-ownership as well as personal freedom, and the settled Frank was 
as little under obligations to the state as in the time when he was still a hunter 
and a warrior.^ But from this Guizot goes on to give a picture of the social 
development of that early time which is quite different from that of the German 
scholars. He attacks those who see in freedom a general characteristic of any 
young society, and will allow that it was so only at the very earliest stage.® In 
his opinion it is found only in humble circumstances, among shepherds, hunters, 
or savage warriors; but it disappears as soon as there is growth and expansion 
into more complicated political and social relationships. And, according to 
Guizot, the German tribes were already in this position when they settled in the 
West Roman Empire.^ The simple conditions of earlier times, when the Germans 
were still beyond the Rhine, had become more complicated and diverse. 
Freedom was no longer the chief social characteristic ; side by side with the rich 
Roman estate-owner we find the poor Frank, who was merely a simple tenant- 
farmer. There is every sort of variety and mixture, but no uniformity of social 
and economic development. The free population recedes more and more ®; 
free oxganization is limited to local administration.^^ But Guizot says nothing of 
a Mark-system; he saw no trace of it in contemporary souixes, though he used 
them, in detail. To him the new system seems to be one of territorial loi’dship, 
and it is interesting to^ note how he imagines this transition in concreto. In his 
opinion, the hordes of waiiiors did not at once break up after their successful 
raids, to live separately each with his family. That would soon have endangered 
the conqueroi's. ^ The Franks did not like woi'king themselves, but preferred to 
spend a social life in games and diinking. As a consequence of this, land was 
as a whole by the leaders of a hoi*de, and their followers lived on 
their property; hence the numerous free tenants on the land of others, and the 
comparatively small number of real land-owners among the Franks.*^ 

Guizot's work shows an unmistakable advance in the history of culture. 

It avoids mechanical imitation and tries to give a rational explanation of definite 
histoiical facts. Instead of proceeding from certain fundamental views, regarded 
almost as axiomatic, he takes the concrete historical phenomena as the basis of 
his theory, even though his desciiption of developments thereby loses uniformity. 
But his historical acumen and correct knowledge had no lasting effect on later 
works. Even Augustin Thierry s Considirations sur Vhistoire de France^ a widely- 
read book, which succeeded in describing the Germanic occupation of Gaul 


^ Op. dt., 56, 
» Ibid., 186. 

® Ibid., 236 ff. 
7 Ibid., III. 


^ Ibid., 98. 

* Ibid., 189 fF. 
® Ibid., 256 f. 
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much as recent historians have clone, assumed that lliere was a far-rc^achinp; 
destruction and devastation of Northern France, which the fh-ankisli concjuerors 
invaded in greater numbers than the centre or the south, wlita-e they had less 
influence; and his description of the social reconstruction ofhhai area resenihled in 
its main lines the view of Count Boulainvilliers, Jakob (irirnnt, whose Deutsche 
Rechtsalterthumer meanwhile appeared (nSaH), was also unable to acconipHsh 
much on this important point, since his position was not suflicitauly shar[)ly 
defined. Fie correctly emphasized the existence of di\'ided and undivided 
property, the latter especially to be found in forests and pastimes, and tried to 
limit the conception of the Mark to such land ; yet at tlu^ saivu' time he admitttxl 
that in certain cases it included arable land also, and that the Mark-community 
had a certain authority even over the house and arable property divided among 
its members. The undivided ownership seemed to him the more primitive^, 
although he pointed out that German history gives ven-y scanty indications of 
its existence, and that the by-laws (JVcistiimer) of' the Mark were not written 
down till the Middle Ages were overd 

The theories which governed the history of culture during'; the sueetrding 
period owed their special character to the fact that they were, on ilu‘ whok^, 
put forward mainly by lawyers. The part wdiich Pnraicu’ playtal in this matter 
does not seem to have been sulhcicnily ap|)rt‘ciatcd. IK* proccaaled from 
the basis of German civil law. In his work Dk Lehrc von den I\rhyerrratvn (1835), 
he first described death legacies according; to early (German law. 1 le did not, as 
others had done, seek an economic expkination for these leg;acies with their 
peculiar limitations, by assuming a characteristically German communal owner¬ 
ship, but found instead a social explanation in the priticiple of association 
(Genossenschaft), The corporative motive seems to him the [)eculiar characteristic 
of Germanic life, throughout wliicli a ramification of associations is to he 
observed^ liere Beseler is referring in particular to tlu! Mark-associations, and the 
town and village communities. It is to he obsia-vcd how deptmdeau he is on tlu! 
older theory; he also starts from the freedom of the G(‘rmanf; and aitsunu's tlieir 
equality. The people weis responsible for its own laws, which were not tlu‘ rvsuU 
of legislative action, but of free discussion atnonj.^ the mtanlKS's ofati a:;sociaiion, 
extended and fortified by agreement.'^ 

This association theory was certainly, in tiu* first, place*, t!u* offspritig; of 
contemporary ideas about the freedom and ec{uality of the early (uTinans, wiiicli 
Jakob Grimm also held in great honour. But it rectaved a special itupetus from 
the great public agitation for co-operation which l)eg;an in ilu* first half of the 
nineteenth century in Europe. Such democratic inovtaiuaits wi*ri* gjntatly in 
its favour. In 1836 Weiske ^ described the Mark as tlic eariu*st type of settkaiumt 
made by an association group in which, instead of all the land being; dividitd up 
without exception, the uncultivated land or that less suitable for euhivaiion 
remained as the common property of the associates. Jlen*, tluTef'ore, a situation 
which Moser considered to be the result of natural conditions or of agricultural 
technique, is already represented as the conscious expression of the will of the 


^ Deutsche Rechtsalterthumer^ 495 fF., especiailv 
^ Op. cit., i, 80. ^ ' 

^ » See his inaugural speech at Basel, 183(3; “ (jber die .Sicll 
nationalen Recht der germanischen Volkcr,” 7. 

‘ Die Grundlagen der fruheren Verfassmg Temschlands, 
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community. R. Zeuss in his famous work Die Deutschen und ihre Nachharstamme 
(1837) interpreted Caesar's well-known account of the Germans in the same 
way. “ There is as yet no established or regulated land-ownership. The 
inhabitant is not attached to a definite portion of the land; there is undivided 
common ownership.” ^ 

Thus the fundamental observations which J. Moser had drawn from nature 
itself were re-shaped by legal arguments into a Mark-association theory, which 
was really something quite different. It is true that it was not entirely uncon¬ 
tradicted. '' Moser's assumptions/’ said Jakob Grimm, soared into a realm 
of uncertainty; and, dazzled by their rashness, none of his successors was able 
to imitate his great gift of observation.” ^ For his own part he realizes that it is 
difficult to justify the overbold combination and comparison of distant periods 
of time. He realizes in particular the doubtful nature of Moser's use of sources,— 
passages from Tacitus, from the old laws, from medieval records, and from 
IVeistiimer^ which were written perhaps only a century ago, all cfuoltxl in the 
same connection.^ But not only was doubt awakened by tlie complete disregard 
of the rule that sources must be contemporary, which is one of the fundamental 
conditions of modern historical research, but the whole method of J,)uilcling a 
vast structure on tlie foundation of merely arbitrary theses was soon called in 
question. In 1842 Wilda attacked Rogge's conception of Germanic freedom 
and declared that his edifice of German political and lci?;al administration hovered 
between lieaven tind earth.^ He also attacked the historians whc) assumcul that 
the German state arose in the beginning (ait of isolated seulements and home¬ 
steads, and that the Mark-association was the origin and central point of all 
German constitutional development. In opposition to this, Wilda emphasized 
the state, in which national and local communities t(,)ok a subordinate {)lacc.^ 
Already in Tacitus’ earliest accounts of the Cierrnans, although their agrarian 
system might indicate conditions still close to those of nomadic life, he sees the 
elements of a state, especially as regards subordination to the collective will.^' 
Two years later (1844) Heinrich von Syhel opposed the Mrirk theory still 
more emphatically. He follows Wilda and Weiske in pointing out the lack of 
all definite evidence for the existence of Marks tind Gaits before the age of folk 
migrations’^; and he realizes the contradiction between that theory and the 
accounts of Ctesar and 'Facitus.^ He also expresses doubts as to the retrospective 
method of investigation, which seeks to prove an everlasting permanency in 
the apparently accidental” from (.lerman antic[uit:y tis a whole. ''The Mark- 
judges of the Ciermans were aboriginals, like their temples and priests, their 
kings and gods.” ^ v. Sybel rightly urged that development and change had 
taken place in the course of time, and lie found support in the evidence of iiistorical 
conditions, according to which this seemed " natural and necessary v. Sybel 
was undoubtedly right to emphasize the fket tliat " the germ of trutli in these 
opposite views is not the civilization, but the capacity for civilization of our 

^ Op. ciL, ')2. ^ Dcucsche RecktsakerthUmer^ Preface, p. vi. 

^ Ibid., p, viii. ^ Ccschkktc cks dmtschan Strafrcchts, i, 120. 

ibid., 122. C' Ibid., 124. 

^ Die Ikiistehutig c/es dculAckcn KvnifftkumSy 3 . 

^ “11’ wc look on the mark as the earliest Cicrnian corporation, we must inevitably conclude that 
Ctesar’s statements about CJerrnan agriculture arc to be doubted and tlie passages in Tacitus must be 
explained in some otla-r way.’' 

“ Ibkk, 4. 


Ibid., 5. 
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nation in its historical beginnings ”, and this happy statemcni givers his position 
also with regard to the catastrophic theory of the Romance pctopli's. 

V. Sybel’s demands that the gaps in our historical knowledge should ])e 
filled received an immediate answer from two directions. In tin; first pltice, a 
comprehensive account of the whole of early German constitiiiiotial history 
was undertaken by Lehuerou in 1843 France'*, and by G. 'Vfiiii/. in 1844 in 
Germany.^ As this necessitated further investigation of German sources, peculiar 
and local conditions were brought into larger groups and thus more correct 
standards were reached for the whole. Waitz, it should he ohservc;d, as a ihonnigh 
student of his sources, declared that “ the view according to which .Mark assockt- 
tions were the basis of all political combinaiioiii among the Germans, must be 
abandoned.”^ He complains in particular that although Moser h;ul limited the 
scope of his theories to his own part of the country, an unhistorical general iztit ion 
had been made from them. 

In the second place, our knowledge of early economic and social d(;v(‘lopmt;nt 
was considerably enriched by the publication and elucidation of great and 
important historical sources. Among the numerous commentaries' on (;arly 
German law two in particular should be mentioned, I’ardt'ssus’ edition of the 
Zoz Sa%ue (1843) and Guerard’s standard work, .Ze pohpiyqw Pahhe Irnunon 
(1844); the latter, in his publication of the csiatc-hook'of Si. Germain de.s Pres 
(near Paris), took the opportunity of collecting i;;irly .sources for economic 
history and making scientific use of them. In the stime ye.ar (184,^ (iaupp, in his 
still valuable work Dis ^crtTidtilschati ytHstcdcJuiip^cn utid Jjdiulthcilufipcfi tn dcti 
Provinien des romhehen JVestreidi.es, developed imporl.itu ideas, which are 
accurate social history and even social politics. Ilis itrefiicc; on the relationship 
between his research and his own time deserves to be remembered to-day. Ih; 
praises above all in recent historical investigations “ the respect for the 
characteristic way in which each nation cxprt;ssc;s tltc sjurit oi humtinity, and ;t 
conviction that beside the great historical personalities the natiotis tli(;mse!v(‘s 
are to be regarded as the individuals, into whose soul and s[)irit re.search must 
try to penetrate. * Germans and Rorntins became the repri;se;ni;ttives of ilie 
new civilization.” « By an examination of their intimate hisK-rical interrekitions 
of the way in which the^ lands of the Roman cm|)ir(! in the west Iiectirne 
germanized, of the fusion of the two peoples, and of the extraordiiuiry stimulus 
this process received from the very nature of the early settlements, resulting tis 
Aey did in the transference of so many Romtin elcmem's to the (iernuinic world,” 
he hopes to “ show an ever increasing approach of each i<. tin; other.” He ’is 
especially glad that the tendency to look on everything Germanic a;; barliari.sm 
has ceased, and that even Romance scholarship has realized the high cthictil gifts 
which the youthful German race brought to the languishing Roman worlrk 

Gaupps work raised the treatment of this great problem in the history 
of civilization to a higher level. Research is placed.beyond general opinions on 
a concrete basis, and the necessary distinction is mtidt; lietween ihe difrerem 
settlements of the various German tribes, which had by no means the stmic 

volume of which ,.;ivos a cmsthu.ional 

» i. DU Zeit vor dm grossm fTandirungm. 

xmuj, 1,31. 4 prei'ace, vi. 

* Ibid., IX. 
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methods of colonization.^ Most important of all^ Gaupp had a better under¬ 
standing of the real basis of this new development, for he began by trying to 
describe the late Roman conditions with which the Germanic conquerors now 
came into contact. No longer did a more or less vague and idealistic picture of 
classical Roman civilization serve as the starting point of his investigations. 
The simple assertion by which he safegaurded himself against any suspicion 
of political bias indicated in fact an immense advance: My only purpose 
throughout has been to describe things as they really were.’’ ^ 

While scholarship was thus gaining in breadth and depth, Moser’s theories 
continued to find new adherents. Economic history especially seemed to profit 
by his method of proceeding from present conditions to the past. The Dane, 
Olufsen, followed his example and as a practical surveyor arrived at new con¬ 
clusions concerning the economic development of the past by technical arguments 
drawn from existing field-divisions.^ Georg Hanssen in his Ansicimn iiber das 
Agrarwesen der Forfeit, published from 1835 onwards,^ materially assisted in 
spreading this new criterion in Germany, and helped to give scholars a special 
bias towards agrarian history. He realized the novelty of this procedure, and felt 
that it was helping in the progress of historical study. ^ 

Dbnniges’ popular work on Das deutsche Staatsrecht und die deutsche 
Reichsverfassung (1842) relies on Mdser’s theory, and on its further development 
by Eichhorn and Savigny.^ But tiie theory also spread outside Germany. I need 
only mention Kemble’s great work, The Saxons in 'England (1848), which followed 
Gnrman scholars (Eichhorn, J, Grimm, Donniges, and others) and saw in the 
Mark “ the original basis on wliich the whole social order of the Germans rested ”. 
Kemble went even fiirther.^ For him the Mark is a voluntary union of freemen 
with full self-determination in the management of their affairs, llis method of 
investigation is noteworthy. He relied on Grimm’s Weistiimerj i.e. on sources 
of a much later period, confirming still further the method of reconstruction $0 
popular since Moser’s day, in spite of the hesitation which even Grimm felt 
about using these documents as sources for the elucidation of early times. He 
emphasized the fact, however, that there was no historical material in England 
for the early period, but held that there was no reason to doubt that the course 
of development there had been the same as in Germany.® 

Later scholars in Germany unhesitatingly adopted the assumption that 
primitive conditions continued throughout the centuries. It appears clearly in 
Georg Landau’s book about the German Territories (1854). A native of Hessen, 

^ Thierry, Lettres sur Fhutoire de France (1827), had already helped in this direction: see 
especially 11. 

® Preface, ix. 

^ Bidrag til Oplysning orn Danmarks indvortes Forfatning i dc addre Tider, isaer i det trmmde 
Aarhundrede. Copenhagen, 1821. 

* These appeared first in Falcks Staatshurgerlichem Maga^in III und FI. iSjS und iSgy and 
were later collected in Hanssen's Agrarkistorischen Abhandlungen, i (1880). ’ 

^ “ Recent historians,’^ he said in this essay, p. i, unlike earlier scholars, have directed their 
attention much more to the investigation of conditions, as well as to the study and report of events, 
thus putting history on a firmer foundation.” 

® See what is said on pages y and 6 on freedom and the community. 

This is the original basis upon which all Teutonic society rests, and must be assumed to have 
been at first amply competent to meet all the demands of society in a simple and early stage of develop¬ 
ment : for example, to have been a union for the purpose of administering justice, or supplying a mutual 
IWarantee of peace, security, and freedom for the inhabitants of the district.” Kemble, TheSaxom in 
Fngland (1848), 1, 53-4. 

® Ibid. 
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he had already in 1840 published a Beschreibung des Kurfurs tent urns Hessen^ 
and it then occurred to him that there was a similarity between tlie past and 
the present’’ and that development must have been condiiioned, not l)y cliancc, 
but by an organic life based on definite laws. In order to study this connection 
he used the retrospective method of investigation, proceeding from tlu^ known 
present to the unknown past. It must be rememl)ere(l that Landau purposely 
and consciously limited his research to matters concerning the land, lie gave as 
his reason that territorial conditions were tlie suL)structure of the whole, the 
true basis on which the national life was built up.' It was agrarian hisiory. The 
same ideas appear in G. L. v. Maurer’s work of the same year (185.;) : futdeitung 
lur Geschichte der Mark-Hof^ Dorf- imd Stadtverfassung iind dcr ([fJcntHchcn 
Gewalt. “ The state,” he says, like the individual, is more or less the cuMtion 
of its own history, which, like nature, is subject to certain rules and laws.” 
constitution of the state, according to v. Maurer, originated in inuavonnecting 
arrangements about land and property, and, above till, in the Mark. But beside.! 
these he pjaces, in the first instance, the types of village and town constitution, 
the conditions of seigneurial land ownership with its manorial systian, and la:iily 
the history of public authority itself. These are all closely connected and one cannot 
be made clear and comprehensible without the otliers. v. Maurer proceeded to 
deal with them in separate works.^ 

Thus research was more and more forced in one definite direction. All 
public arrangements seemed to be the result of the territorial system in I liillmann’s 
sense. It is true that G. L.v. Maurer’s works to some extent altered ilu^ old theory 
of Moser. The separate homestead system as the basis of the whole developmcau, 
an idea derived from the study of Westphalian characteristics, did not appc'ar 
convincing to Maurer. On the contrary he thought that the village was the 
starting point. The first cultivation of the land was not carried out I )v indiviflual:; 
but by whole families and tribes.” » To a very great extent Maurer also used later 
conditions to explain earlier accounts. Indeed, it may be said that Grimm’s c*(li(ion 
of the late medieval Weistumer was the real basis of his whole exfxisition. At 
first, in his preface of 1854, he was careful in his use of early souras and cantiou:^ 
in criticizing and limiting his assumptions, but subsequently he lullowcd more 
freely the accounts given in later sources; the manorial system a|)pcars to an 
increasing extent as the basis of sovereignty, and the constitution of the ::tate 
as the root of all public institutions, 

Thudichum in i860 supported the researches of I.andau and G. Ik. v. Maurer. 
Like Landau, he described the system of Gaiis and Marks (Die Can- and Adarken- 
verfassiing in Deutschland)^ proceeding from the history of his liomeland, in this 
case the Wetterau. He pays still less attention to the clironologicil analysis of' 
his sources,^ and, following Maurer and Landau, unhesitatingly accepts not only 
the late medieval Weistumer^ but also even later sourctis, as cvidiaice for the 
earliest systems. He, too, was influenced by the theory of primitive freedom. 
Most of the German peoples formed, according to liis theory, ‘^completely 


^ See tlie Preface, p, iv. 

* Gere&Ate der Markenve^assung in Deutschland ( 1856 ) ; Ceschkhtc der /■'nm/uife, der li.uiernhiSfe. 

® Inuoduc^o^™^ Geschichte der StUdteyerJassung in /)eut.u:h/and'(iHCn) 
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free states,” with republican administration even in the time of Tacitusd' 
Thudichum’s work is certainly of some value even to-day. Many explanations 
have been made possible by using these later sources, and there is no reason 
to dispense with their help. But even though in details he was able partially to 
correct, and to formulate more clearly, the knowledge already gained, in general 
he could not escape from the magic circle of the manorial theory of development. 

Only Waitz, in his great work on German constitutional history, was able 
to break away from this biased method of approach. But the extraordinary 
merit of Waitz, in my opinion, lies elsewhere, in the fact that by the most careful 
analysis of his sources he set limits to dieir application, and as far as possible 
avoided the use of late documents.^ Only thus could the process of development 
be understood, only thus could the hypothesis be reached which v. Sybel had 
recognized to be requisite for a successful advance in research.® The very 
“ faults ” with which later historians reproached Waitz’s exposition, his prosaic 
and dry reliance on the actual words of the sources, and his direct quotation of 
them, often at full length—(“ tlie great card index ” as his work has been mock¬ 
ingly called)—first made it possible to clear up the old unscientific treatment of 
these_ great problems in the history of culture. Thus, in the first volume of his 
constitutional history, he could coolly shake off those earlier theories of German 
barbarism * which were deduced from a superficial reading of the sources and a 
misinterpretation of texts in Caesar and Tacitus—theories which were partly tlie 
result of political prejudices, falsely read into the sources. ^Vt^aitz thus caused 
the problem to be regarded as a single whole, and so the state came into its own 
again. _ He not _ merely rejected the old Mark association theory ®; he also 
emphasized the fact that among the Germans full political power was vested 
in the community, its council contained within itself all law and dominion, 
and all authority proceeded from it.” « In this Waitz is thinking of the greater 
council of the whole Gau, of the tribe. It chose the authorities. The king, or if 
there were no monarchy, the elected prince, did not compete for power, but was 
the executive organ of the people. 

The researches of Paul Roth were later of fundamental importance for the 
whole theory of early German civilization. Phe more recent French supporters 
of the earlier barbarian theory logically denied that among the uncultured 
Germans, living like savages in bands and hordes, there could exist a public 
authority or a state j but Roth attacked this theory and set out from the beginning 
to prove that “ the basis of the German state was not a vassal relationship or 
dependence on the chief of a band, but a simple bond between subjects, the 
dependence of every free inhabitant on the common authority of the German 
state. . . .” ® Even before the folk migrations German community-life rested on 
the subordination of all freemen to a common authority. In most of the Middle 
German tribes the national council was the sovereign power; it took the place 
occupied by the king in the Frankish kingdom. Individuals were obedient to it ■ 
its decrees were binding on all. ... “ It is the equality of all freemen that forms 
me main basis of the German state. Authorities are chosen by the community 
and responsible to it . • , Everything is permeated by the principle of self- 

^ See his Der altdeutsche Staat, 57. ^ See above, p. 12. 

® See above, p. XX £ ^'Seei, 6. 

^ Sec above, p. 12. fl See i, ^3 ft; 

Geschichu des Benejidalwesens^ Preface, vii. 
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government. As the individual rules his family, so the village, the Mark 
association, the Gau, rule themselves. And yet this multiplicity is not without a 
common centre. The national council of all freemen is the head of the tribe and 
guides the whole.” ^ 

Thus Roth holds in the main to the earlier theory of German scliolars, 
concerning the freedom and equality of the Germans and tlieir self-government. 
According to him, however, this democratic constitution their gtive way to 
monarchy, “ not by a sanguinary upheaval, not by usurpation or :i cunning 
exploitation of circumstances on the part of an overpowering foi-cc, hut l.iy the 
free choice of the people.” And this new monarchy is not a “ slittmcftil 
despotism ”, but is of such a kind that even princely rule is magisterial in 
character. Roth sees a survival of this old German system in England “ which 
remained comparatively free and happy because it suppressed the Celtic and 
Roman elements ^ 

Thus, although Roth adopted some points in the earlier theories of Moser 
and Eichhorn, he subordinated them to the idea of the state as the basis (jf all 
German organization. But his great controversy with Waitz about the origin 
of the feudal system, and his position with regtird to J. Ticker’s views on the 
difference between the Roman and the German conceptions of the state, made him 
emphasize all the more strongly the importance of the state in the earliest (iermanic 
organization.^ His opposition to Picker’s “ German conception of the state ” 
and its supposed tendency to laxity and disruption, gave him a chance of 
expressing his views about the culture of the German peoples. “ itmerging from 
the isolation of tribal life in which Tacitus depicts them, the Germans rush upon 
the Roman world, not merely in single tribes or ciitince unions of several trihtts, 
but in federations which become more and more consolickiied during the 
centuries. The differences between the individual components of these federations 
are levelled up.” * ^Roth is of opinion that the tribes were assimilated by the 
conquered people. “The Roman provincials themselves became free associates 
in the Frankish kingdom.” He sees in this a difference between Gorman ;ind 
Roman conquest, in that the former gives to the conciuttritd people; the same legtil 
rights as the conquerors. The conquered retain their characteristic systems, 
though only so far as is compatible with uniformity of government. 

Thus a theory arose which directly contradiclecl ilu; older hypoiht;sis of 
enslavement. As it could be based on sources belonging to the early Tntnkish 
period, the other theories concerning that period, the sujtposed savagery olThe 
conquerors and their destruction of all Roman culture, lost every logictil support. 
They were seen to be incompatible with the historical facts found in the earliest 
documents. But at the same time the Mark-association theory, ;is Maurer had 
developed it, was assailed by this vigorous emphasis on the principle of public 
authority as the basis of the whole constitution. Wtis there indet'd any logical 
compatibility between the two 

r, 1 ^ important combination of v. Maurer’s cttrlier Mtirk theory with 
Roths theory of the state is seen in Gierke’s great work. Das t/mtsc/ic Cenossen- 
scfiajtsrecht. The underlying connections here should be noted. 'I'he first volume 
appeared in 1868 at a time when there were vigorous co-operative movements 

M work, Feudalkat und Untenhamnverifand, 

* Ibid., 19 £ ' 



HISTORICAL RESEARCH 17 

m C^rmany ; and the book was dedicated to G. Beseler. It closely follows 
his The wide expansion and great influence of the corporative impulse, 

which Beseler had stressed as a peculiar feature of German life,i here becomes 
Ae foundation of the whole social and political order. Like Beseler and the 
holders of the earlier freedom theory, Gierke is convinced that all freemen as 
associates had equal rights and equal duties. The right of the associates was 
treedorn, the conceptions of freedom and of folk-association coincided.^ The folk- 
association was identical with the sum of all freemen capable of bearing arms 
among the people. Each man was equally the co-representative, co-protector, 
and co-defender of the folk-peace and the folk-law; and among the Germans 
this folk-association took the place of the state. 

It will be seen that here Gierke departs from v. Maurer’s views, and introduces 
the conception of the state according to Roth into the Mark theory, con¬ 
stituting a great advance on the older theory, which he otherwise followed 
closely.^ With direct reference to v. Maurer he adds: The principle which 
determined the settlements and their earliest development was everywhere the 
same, a communal occupation of the land, from which there then developed 
communal ownership from the legal point of view, and communal farming from 
an econornic point of view.” ^ But Gierke placed the political associations, Gau 
and folk, in a higher category than the economic ones. It is true that he arrived 
at this ^tension of v. Maurer’s theory, not by the help of historical evidence, 
wmch is wholly lacking, but by speculation. Gierke tries to surmount the 
difficulties of combining these heterogeneous developments by supposing a 
temporary afliliation between them, and at the same time another and higher aim 
for the later forms. Originally, he says, every political association was a Mark- 
conimunity. But folk- and Gau-Marks were not used for the individual economic 
needs of the folk- and Gau-associates, but for the purposes of the community 
as a whole; this was why the rights of the community were so prominent that 
they assumed the character of a public ownership, and as such were transferred 
to the kingdom and its representative the king, as greater states were formed.^ 
Gierke must have felt how different these views were from v. Maurer’s. The 
Mark-community of the older theory is essentially only an economic community. 
Whi e V. Maurer as a logical result of his views about the Mark finally came to the 
conclusion that whole territories (e.g., Bavaria, Alemannia, Thuringia, Carinthia, 
Carniola, Austria, and perhaps Brandenburg) originated in such ancient Marks, ^ 
Gierke realized the absurdity of such a comprehensive definition. He did not, 
however, draw the obvious conclusion from his realization of the fact that those 
areas never were Mark-communities in the sense of economic associations, nor 
did he doubt the general correctness of v. Maurer’s view. Instead he tried 
to reconcile the two ideas. He thinks it possible ‘‘ that those lands at some time 
possessed an undivided^ common Mark ”, which did not have any deter¬ 
mining influence on their development’ But does not this admission shake 
Gierke s theory too ? If in so many cases the original Mark-community had no 
actual determining influence on the development of political communities, how 


3 fat P' . . . „ ^ Das Deutsche Genossenschaftsrecht, i, 35. 

As a rule tribes .. . settled in a Mark... and thus the community 
hagTf thela^d possessor of the Mark, and decided tlie manner of the settlement and the apportion- 

^ Ibid., 55. ® Ibid., 81. 

Op. cit., Preface, 49. 7 Qp, 81, note i. 
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are we to admit the probability that as a general rule every political community 
originated in a Mark-community ? 

These views were soon subjected to a serious and authoritative attack. 
Waitz had already opposed them, though rather feebly, and now in 1871 Rudolf 
Sohm attacked them with vigour. He opposed the Fi*ench school, which denied 
that the Germanic barbarians had any real conception of the state, and he showed 
that its views were really supported by the manorial theory of German scholars. 
“ The views of v. Maurer and Gierke change the Frankish kingdom into a great 
estate and Frankish monarchic rule into a peasant economy.’’ ^ Sohm places 
Gierke’s association-theory of early German la w beside that of Rogge concerning 
the absolute freedom of the Germans. The old German political community 
is dissolved into chaos alike by Rogge’s feuds and by Gierke’s associations 
iGenossenschaften)r ^ Sohm utterly denies that the Germanic conceptions of 
state and association are identical, and he emphasizes the fundamental diilerence 
between association and state in old German law.^ His exposition has, at any 
rate, the great merit of showing that v. Maurer’s and Gierke’s theories are so 
artificially constructed that opposite opinions can claim to be equally well 
founded. 

Meanwhile, the new method of scientific research in the history of culture 
was further developed by August Meitzen. A practical surveyor, like Olufsen, 
he used the present-day divisions of the soil as an important criterion of economic 
conditions in the past. With their help he drew up in 1868 a series of original 
types of settlement,^ which he regarded as survivals of quite definitely early 
periods, and made use of them to describe the economic characteristics of those 
times. First, the separate-homestead settlement, which he limittxl at first to 
Westphalia and the plain of the Lower Rhine; secondly, the nucleated villages 
between the Moselle and the Elbe, which have preserved in a surprisingly early 
form the remains of a communal system ” in their division of the aral)le into 
Gewanne (in English ‘‘ shots ” or “ wongs ”), in which the owners of the 
individual Hufen have proportionate shares,® He insisted that “ the most 
remarkable system of land division and land cultivation, directly clesccncled from 
the earliest type of Mark-association ”, is to be seen in the Gehdfcrschaficn of the 
Moselle country of Trier.^ With these types of the old (ierman folk-land he 
contrasted the more recent group of colonial villages of the Slavonic East, which 
are essentially manorial types, corresponding to the later period of their 
foundation.® 

Meitzen acknowledged at once, and realized more and more as he hand led 
his material in greater detail, that these types do not occur iinilbrmly ovetr com¬ 
pact and limited areas of settlements. Quite apart from tlie occurj*encc of later 
forms of settlements within the district of the old folk-land (a co-ordination 
which may easily be explained by chronological sequence), complete nuclcaicd 
open Gewanndorfer are found in regions of separate homestead settlement, tmd 
vice versa. In order to explain these phenomena, Meitzen was often forced into 


^ i ‘‘Gierke seems to be quite wrong in stating that there was no 

sucli thing as a state among the early Germans oraiie Franks.”' 

Die altdeutsche Deichs^ und Gerichtsverfassunf*^ Preface o 

^ Ibid., 15. ' 

Der Boden und die landwirtschaftlkhen Verhktniue des prmsmc/ien Smates, i, 344 ff. 
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bold fabrications, the contradictions of which barely concealed the artificiality 

of the whole theory.^ 

_ One fact must here be emphasized : Meitzen did not arrive at these views 
independently and gradually as a result of his research into land-division, but 
was from the beginning decisively influenced by the theories of v. Maurer and 
Landau. He regards it as certain that the early settlements were the work of 
u 3 nd takes equally for granted the common ownership of 

the Mark-land by tribal and family groups. He did not reach a knowledge of the 
types of settlement from the lay-out of the arable {Flureinteilung), but adopted 
r ™ economic history, and tried, as it were, to illustrate and prove 

them from that lay-out. The long interval between those early settlements and 
the conditions of to-day left a back door always open by means of which obvious 
discords might be eliminated as exceptions or later transferences.® In general 
moreover, it is surprising how arbitrarily the supposed characteristics of the 
liferent types are used in dealing with individual cases. For example, in one 
village (Dornnowitz in Silesia) which he ascribes to later colonization, Meitzen 
notices that the grouping of the fields in the map has the appearance of Gewanne ; 
but there is no trace of the principle that each farmer should receive a proportionate 
s lare in each Gewanne.*' The absence of this principle is the decisive factor in 
classing this_ village in the group of later colonization. But immediately after¬ 
wards he points out Aat m a village of this group in the same region (Domslau), 
the arable (Fh/tyZar) is divided into absolutely regular Gewanne, in which the due 
shares of individual owners are numerically apportioned according to the 
number of Hufen. ° 

The next ally to come to the help of research into the history of culture 
was the study of place-names, used as sources for the history of settlement. 
In Gemany the pioneer was W. Arnold, who in his book Die Ansiedelungen 
und Wanderungen deutscher Stamme (1875) sought to describe the settlemc^ils 
and wanderings of the German tribes by the aid of the place-names of his home- 
and, Hessen. His work laid the foundation for the succeeding period and was 
ater taken as pattern and guide by numerous scholars. I shall here omit the 
linguistic side of the question and merely point out that different etymological 
explanations of the same name have been given by different philologists. Whkt is 
fundamentally more significant, in my opinion, is the fact that the allocation and 
ineaning of these place-names from the point of view of the history of settlement 
should have been studied by men who were definitely under the influence of 
certain theories of economic history. Earlier scholars imagined Germany in the 
Roman period as a great primeval forest, full of marsh and moorland®: con¬ 
sequently Arnold ascribed _ place-names connected with clearing to the early 
period of the first colonization at the end of the fifth century,® because lie could 
only imagine that the sites themselves must have been acquired for settlement 
by means of clearing. Arnold also holds firmly to the Mark-theory. ^ He attributes 

^ See below, Chapter IV. 2 n 

tad i. pS,~”srs)" c—^ 

documentary authority for this. ^ ^ P P Y- tJp. cit., 354. Of course, he gives no 

» On ci/' n ff n 1 ° below, Chapter 11. 
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the smaller clearings to the common freemen, who on account of their com¬ 
paratively small property could clear only little portions of the Mark, as 
an accessory to land which was already tilled/' These were then subject to the 
common routine of cultivation. The great Bifangs^ on tlie other hand, were the 
sole property of great lords, for the work of reclamation was carried on from 
their manorial demesnes.^ Arnold also deals in an even more arbitrary fashion 
with conditions as shown in the sources. According to him tlie usual view tliat 
the share in the common Mark was an appendage to the divided arafdc land should 
simply be reversed : ‘‘ the Mark-association is the original; and private property 
in land is a derivation from it." ^ This would explain the primitive routine ol* 
common cultivation, in which there was as yet no completely developed system 
of private ownership but a constant reallotment of tlie share of each owner in 
the arable land, a change not only in the utilization but in the owrua-ship of thci 
fields." It is obvious how little Arnold realized wliat was proved I>y the sources, 
and how freely he has sometimes construed tliem, at any rate as iar as their 
significance for economic history is concerned. 

Long before Arnold's time other scholars had already used grou})s of 
particular place-names for the purposes of the history of stntkanc'nt. 1 may 
remind the reader that Kemble in 1848 considered that Itngiish village-names 
in -mg (A.S. ingas) were in general patronymics, and hence that they were 
derived from a common tribal ancestor or first founder.^ These noteworthy 
conclusions, which later had many adherents,'^ were, however, also ckvpcndent 
on, and determined by, quite definite theories of economic history. We have 
seen that Kemble adopted and developed the German Mark-theory,and his 
followers did not question it, since no one doubted its correctness or thought 
it necessary to examine it critically. In Germany, S. Riezlcr in 1887 t‘xplaitwd 
the numerous place-names in -ing of the Munich district as clan or family naiiuis, 
and assumed that “ during the immigration of the Baiuvari the clans camci in as 
compact masses, and as compact masses they founded their settlements In 
the conclusion which Riezler drew from these place-names, he was influenced 
by the prevailing theories (as formulated by v. Sybel and (oerkt*) about the 
importance of family groups as the basis of tlie economic and political organiza¬ 
tion of the community. He expressly quotes tlicse scholars in su|)port of his 
assumptions.® In 1880, however, Waitz had opposed Kcmhle and had pointed 
out that “ only a certain number of those place-names were of this types Hie 
form is used in general to denote a * belonging-to '; either |.^:eographical or 
personal relationships may be meant 

After jurists and practical surveyors, especially in Germany, had thus laid 
down the essential lines of Kuhurgeschichte^ a French historian again took uj) 
this important problem. In 1875 Fustel de Coulanges, in the first volume of liis 
Histoire des institutions politiques de Vancienne France undertook a thorough 

^ Op. cit., 267, 

* Op. cit., 269 j see also his Deutsche Ur^eity 222, 229. 

® Kemble, The Saxons in England, i, App. A. 

^ ‘ So K. Maurer in <fer Munchmer kritischm ijbersekau, i, 70 (1853) ; also Stubbs, Co/uututional 
timory oj England, i, 8i. 

® See above, 13. 

7 tIm'® der Miinchener Gegend.” Oberhayerhekes Anhlv., xliv, 33 ff. 
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investigation into the German peoples and their relation to the Romans. He went 
to the sources themselves and brought their evidence again into prominence, 
displaying a critical ability as ingenious as it was acute, and an admirable lack of 
prejudice, uninfluenced by the theories which were then dominant, especially 
in Germany. The result was amazing^ above all in France, for it was a definite 
refutation of the earlier conceptions of German barbarism and of the destruction 
u culture. To Fustel, that important period of transition does not take 

the shape of a war between Germanism and the Roman world-empire. He points 
to Tacitus himself, who makes one of the Germans say that they wished in their 
own interests to be federated with the Romans, Nothing seems to him more 
mistaken than the idea that the Germans were hostile to culture and opposed 
to Roman civilization.^ Fie stresses Geffroy’s noteworthy observation that the 
type of the paysan du Danube ” was quite unknown in Roman conceptions 
and was first invented in the sixteenth century by a Spaniard, Guevara.^ ' 

Fustel pointed out that the Germans did not invade the Roman Empire 
merely as enemies and with violence, but that a peaceful penetration took place 
over wide areas, by manual labourers and servants, and by soldiers in the Imperial 
service. He warns us not to imagine the warlike inroads of the Germans as having 
destroyed everything.^ Many German tribes placed themselves at the disposal 
of the Romans not only as soldiers, but also for peaceful employments as 
contemporary sources prove.* The number of German peasant-farmers (coloni) 
on Roman land was, he says, so great in the fourth century that several recent 
scholars have even seen in them the origin of the colonate.® In particular, Fustel 
attacked the old idea that the earlier provincial population was enslaved ^by the 
conquering _ Germans.* Neither serfdom nor the colonate, in his opinion 
originated in this way, as historians of the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries 
assumed, in order to explain the class-distinctions of their own time. Both 
phenomena are really found earlier. The former landowners were not robbed 
o their right to the soil ’; on the contrary, the Germans to a considerable extent • 
took over existing conditions. Not communal ownership and reallotment of 
toe tod, but rather private ownership was the rule among the newcomers.* 

1 he Germans were not nomads but permanently settled farmers. Their social 
conditions show a manifold gradation, similar to that of all early peoples.* The 
horde did not rule; a state system already existed.i* The freedom of the Germans 
was not unrestrained, but was compatible with the monarchy, which was the 
chief form of rule.^^ 

. It must be considered an important advance in research that Fustel very 
decidedly emphasized die difference between conditions in the times of Ctesar 
^d of Tacitus and those which prevailed in the fifdi century at the time of the 
German conquest of the West Roman Empire. During these three centuries 
important changes took place both in social and in political organization,** and 
the combinations of German peoples had moreover changed, as new tribes 
arrived from the East and pushed the earlier settlers in the West farther 
westward still. 


^ Op. cit., 322. 

® Op. dt., 333, espedally 
s Ibid., 343. 

^ Ibid., 400 E 
® Ibid., 286 ff. 
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These statements of Fustel meant the real release of a cotistruclive history 
of culture from the old theories of violence, and they opened new paths before 
it. This, however, did not happen at once, for in sjiiie ol' the fact that Tustel’s 
theses were based directly on the sources, they were not at once appreciated by 
every one at their true value. The theory still ])revailed that the (iennans were 
semi-nomadic in the times of Cusar and Tticiius; not only w;is it held by 
O. Gierke, but W. Arnold’- and Wilhelm Sickel (in his description of the old 
German republic) - made it the starting jtoinl of ilu'ir account of (iermtitt economy. 
August Meitzen in 1882 sought once more to confirm it in dettiil ; anrl further 
developments in research seemed to establish it (irmly. 

Meanwhile, a new orientation in legtil and economic hist<.ry was beginnin<’- 
to gain ground. At the time it was known as legal arcliLeolo.i>:\',’'but now Thtu we 
know its origin and its causes, we might tilso call it socio'l(')gy. ft was clearly 
influenced by two, or possibly by three, intellectutil tendencies','first by the social 
movement which arose about the middle of tlat nimtteenth century, secondly 
by Charles Darwin’s scientific theory of evolution, and finally by the advance 
of comparative philology (F. Bopp, J. Grimtti), 'flu: first two motives may he 
clearly seen in the works of Sumner Maine. In iKdi, in his early work on Ancient 
Law, he assembled together the dilferetit forms of social union amon!-; the vtirious 
peoples, not hmiting himself to hiurope but setting; India in the foreground ; he 
had woiked in India and had hccomct (timilitir with the* socitil s\siem there fi'om 
personal observation.® The new method of study is comptuative. The Slav 
world is also used for purposes of comptirison, and especial interest is atttiched 
to Russia, whose conditions are described in the; works of A. v. Ihixthausen « 
and Tegoborski.’ Analogies are souglit and simihirities in socitil evolution are 
emphasized. This tendency in research is as intenititional as socitil democracy 
itself, and arose in the same period. In priuciph^, however, it was not new, for the 
earlier social historians, who tltought of the Germans in the agy of nfigration 
as savages, put them into the same class as the ftidians or other uncivilized 
peoples.® But what was new was the expectation that .an investig.ition of con¬ 
ditions among these present-day burharians would throw litfiit upon the past 
of peoples who had reached a higher sttige of civilization. Here we sec 
c eary t^ powerful influence o( the scientific theories oi evolution, especittlly 
those of Charles Darwin. Just as these assumed a continual advtmce from lower 
to higher forms of development and proved that this ascent took tilace step Iiy 
step, so the new sociology also believed it possible to systmnatizi; an evolution 
ot the various peoples from stage to stage of civilization, so that a simihir progress 
from the most uncivilized to the most highly devciofied statue would Iiold good 
for a l. In this matter science took its colour from the eti'ualizing tendency of 
soaal movements in the political sphere, and sought to eliminate the individualistic 
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features of historical development. An attempt was made to prove from the history 
of culture that the favourite ideas and ideals of this great social tendency, the 
character of which was at that time distinctly communistic, had existed as a sort 
of golden age in the youth of the peoples. Hence it seemed almost axiomatic 
that the original form of landownership was collective, and that private ownership 
did not develop until much later. The freedom and equality of the associated 
settlers was a further attribute of that imaginary primitive period, common to all 
nations of the world. It was even believed that the conditions of the Dithmarsch 
peasants were a survival of that time, untouched by any of the great movements 
of the ages. 

In 1871 Sumner Maine devoted a special work to his favourite theme, 
Village Communities in the East and West, Here, for earlier German conditions, 
he made uncritical use of v. Maurer’s Mark-theory, which seemed to offer a 
welcome support to his assumptions. His theory quickly found many adherents 
in other countries. In the next year E. Laveleye came to its support in France. 
He first published in the Revue des deux Mondes a series of articles,^ which are 
mainly a notice of Sumner Maine’s two works, but deal also with a number of 
other detailed works of similar tendency, such as Nasse’s Feldgemeinschaft^ 
Haxthausen’s description of Russian conditions, and others. The Russian 
communal system of the so-called Mir played a great part in these. The vSecond 
article, dealing with the German Mark, is based on the works of v. Maurer and 
A. Meitzen, and on G. Hanssen’s studies of the Gehoferschaft system of the Trier 
district. The last-named system and the Russian Mir were sacrificed, so to speak, 
to the theory of communal ownership and communal cultivation among the 
primitive peoples. The third article dealt with types of the family, and here the 
household-communities {Zadrugd) of the Southern Slavs were desciibed in 
detail. 

In the same year as this work of Laveleye, the legal historian P. Viollet 
published a treatise on the Caractere collectif des premieres propridtis immobilieres^^ 
in which he arrived at similar conclusions. From a scientific point of view his 
preface to this work is very instructive, for in it he founded the method of com¬ 
parative legal history, on the model of comparative philology. He does not, 
however, fail to realize the great danger of a posteriori conclusions drawn from 
common or similar legal conditions in two widely distant civilizations. He 
cannot stifle a doubt as to whether these are always to be considered as evidence 
of common origin or of direct borrowing. He considers, however, like Sumner 
Maine and the American Morgan,^ that conditions among uncivilized peoples 
of the present day may give us a vivid and faithful picture of the social development 
through which our forefathers once passed.^ He, therefore, proceeds £t*om the 
travellers’ tales of Asiatic nomad peoples to explain the accounts of the old 
Germans given by Csesar and Tacitus. He explains the differences between the 
two latter as a further development in the intervening period of about 150 years. 

Viollet also deals with sources belonging to the historical period proper, and 
which are relatively close to one another in date, and seeks to establish from them 
the different stages of a definite process of evolution, leading in continuous progress 

\ former primitives de la propri6t(§/’ Revue des deux Mondes, 1872, i, too, 135 ff. : ii, 505 jfF, 

Biol, de VEcole des Chartres, xxxiii, 455 fF, 

2 Systems of Consanguinity and Affinity of the Human Family, Washington, i860. 
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from barbaric primitive conditions to our modern civilization^ Such primitive 
conditions are still, in his opinion, to be found in the Lex Salica and oilier early 
Frankish legal sources. He deals especially with ilie history of sales, and thinks 
that because the subject is not mentioned in the Lex Salica, we may conclude that 
the sale of land was “hardly known at all ” at that lime among the (iermank 
The numerous contracts of sale in Merovingian and Carolingiaii times, whicli 
contradict this theory, are simply explained away as Roman !' 

Laveleye’s essays, which were later collected in a hook, La propriiti 
primitive,^ and translated into German,^ soon obtained a considerable influence 
over scholars and were looked upon as a compendium of sociological wisdom. 
In France, Geffroy at once made use of these theories for a detailecLsiudy of the 
Germania of Tacitus in his book Rome ct ks Barhares (1874). 1 Icre he applied 
the comparative method of his predecessors, Lavirleye and Viollei, to the evolution 
of Germanic society, relying on Haxthausen for the Slavs and on v. Maurer for 
Germany. Communal land-ownership is regarded in geuertil as the primitive 
state, and this assumption is still further extendtid, even the Anglo-Stixon “ folk- 
land ” being explained in this sense. Meanwhile, Nasse was studying Enidish 
agrarian conditions during the Middle Ages, and he concluded from the system 
of scattered strips in fields and the compulsory routine of cultivation which then 
prevailed, that there must have been a common ownership of fuLls in the medievtil 
villages.* His theories were used by Sumner Maine when considerinf,!; the villatre 
coniniunity in nis LBctutcs on the Ihatly History oj Institutions 

In 1877 all these views were brought into one grand ctmonical system by the 
American, Morgan, who has not unjustly been called one of the liKa-ary patriarchs 
m the newer social democracy. His widt^ly read and often ciuoted work The 
Ancient Society hzs the significant sub-title “ ln(,uiries into the Progress of 
Humanity from Savagery through Barbarism to Giviliztiiion According to 
his view, tlte evolution of mankind everywhere look j.lace in the same way and 
along the saine path, so that there was a ladder of prog;ress from the liiwest 
st^e to the highest cultural development, uii which till peoples must climb. 

Ihe earliest ancestors of the Aryan nation.s jirobably had to work throutdt 
steg^ of culture like those of present-day barbaric and savtige races.” When 
the Germans first learnt to know the Romans, they were at the top stage of 
barbarism. From die accounts of Ciesar and Tacitus, Morgan thinks thi'the 
Germanic family of that time was syndyasmic. “ Various related families l.re 
united in one household and live communistically.” * 

Soon after the publication of the.se theories, tloubts arose as to their 
correctness. It was the great merit of K. Th. v. Tnama-Sternego who in 1870 
a^tempted the first scientific account of German econotnie history>at he opposed 

Mark associations. With a critical acumen, otherwise not always to be fouttd in 
work, he brought mto prominence die main point and the main source of error 

with tod-ownerslip), ‘Ma'^soSce* toujours vivc'^tl’cXdto 
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in Maurer^ assumptions, viz. “ his uncritical derivation of later Mark-communities 
from old Gau-Marks, and his failure to realize the manorial origin of many of these 
^eat Mark-communities Thus v. Inama really pronounced sentence on all 
the other accounts which were built up on v. Maurer’s work and marred by the 
same methodological error. Elsewhere, also, he decisively opposed the funda- 
rnental theses of the sociological school. “ A common ownership by the clan, 
or all the landed property of its individual members,” he wrote, “ is as unthinkable 
as a similar right on the part of the Mark-association.” 2 

Characteristically,^ however, v. Inama did not pursue his correct observations 
to their logical collusion, but tried in a friendly and accommodating spirit to 
act as a mediator. This was, perhaps, also due in part to the fact that as a practical 
economist the careful and critical use of sources, customary among historians 
was less familiar to him. 

_ A few years after v. Inama’s work, Denham W. Ross was led to attempt a 
revision of these dteories.^* He aims at supplementing the material already at the 
dispose of scholars and at interpreting doubtful texts and documents, and, 
proceeding from these, he calls into question the correctness of the prevalent 
view. He opposes the theory of communal land-ownership and equal holdings 
m the time of C^sar,^ and rightly emphasizes the fact that undivided land should 
not be confused with common ownership, ^ analysing in detail the mistakes of 
the communistic theory.’ In his opinion, private ownership of land was in 
existence before common ownership.» Denham Ross also subjected his opponent’s 
argurnents from the folk-laws to renewed criticism, and here, too, he rejected the 
prevalent theories. The importance of his work in the literature of the subject 
cannot to-day be denied, especially as it correctly emphasizes the general 
uncertainty of all this research, the scantiness of the documentary evidence, and 
the obscurity of the sources, which makes them susceptible of different and even 
contradictory interpretations. ^ 

But this opposition did not prevail; on the contrary sociological collectivist 

ImS may be seen in the discussion 

among French scholars m 1885, which is recorded in the Stances et travaux de 

at!rkltTo 1 First of all, Fustel de Coulanges 

attayed Laveleye and tried by an examination of the sources to show that his 

ot view. The Germans were no longer nomads in the times of Caesar and Tacitus 

and private property may be clearly proved then.^i In opposition to this, other 
1 especially the jurist Glasson, defended tlie communistic theory.’^ It is 

racteristic of the antitheses which appeared in this discussion, that Fustel’s 
opponents reproached him, among other things, with having exaggerated the 
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culture of the barbarians.^ Here we see the old Romanistic attitude still influencing 
the trend of thought. 

In the course of the discussion Fustel de Coulanges aplly urged the criterion 
of chronology, which the jurists and sociologists had liitlicrto negi(*cted in their 
treatment of the sources. Me showed that there is no evickaice of the oft-cjiioted 
Russian *'Mir” until late tliiiteenlh century sources, and that otlier evidence of 
communistic conditions of ownership is even later, ohen as late as the eighteenth 
century.^ His weighty pronouncement in (his connection was ct'rtainly very 
much to the point: “ Avant de construire tout un ht‘au sysieme sur les com- 
munaux, le mir, les allmcnd, on ferait l)ien cretahlir hair d.ite ct leur origine.” 
But its echo died away and it was unnoticed, chiefly, no doulu, l)ec'ius<‘ in both 
France and Germany the later standard works ancl tt‘xt hooks of legal history 
were written by adherents of the communistic tlu/ory. 'Ihe most intliKsuial were 
O. Gierke’s works, especially his Gcnossensc/iaftsrccht^ in (i(‘rmafty, and da* ktgal 
histories of P. Viollet -^and Glasson in I* ranee, dliestj siholars, holditig- as tl’iey 
did the chief professorial positions in both C()unt!’ies, had a tyx/at personal 
influence on the next generation, and thus iliere was naturally no sta-ioiis oj')position 
to their views. Moreover, Georg Kauftnarufs Deutsche Giisehiehte (1880), dealing 
with the early Germans up to the time of Charles the Great, although it containecl 
much that was correct, adopted the old ca(astr()|')hic ihi'ory. 1 Ik* lolk-’Uiip’rations 
flooded the world of ancient civilization with haibaric pi'opiles, the luVst with 
Slavs, the West with Germans. 'I’he old civilization was hrougjit to the dust, 
but where the Germans had destroyed, a new for(‘st of'youni',; races p;rc‘w from tlie 
ruins.” His work deals chiefly with constitutional history, and so (after tlu; manner 
of Sohm, to whom the work is dedicated) the stale appcsirs to him the essentially 
civilizing element. Without it, art and rclitdon, economic ac*tivity and society, 
can do nothing; without it they produce only (jiiickly-faclin)',; fiow(a’s, which 
lack a building to adorn.^ The (Germans, in his opinion, sowc*(l tlu* sckkIs ofa new 
constitutional system in a soil saturated with the n\suhs of c'cnturies of toil. 

It is true that there was no lack of'opposition later. I may remind the reaclca: 
of Thevenins significant investigation into tlu* C^ommunia and of the attack 
made against the Mark-association theory hy Richard Hil(K*hrand, tlu* lawyer 
and political economist, wlio went so far as to call it a “ chinK*ra ” of the scholars ! ^ 
Also Felix Dahn, to whom we must allow (whattwer we may think of his work 
in legal history) a thorough knowledge of German conditions ancl e!;pecially of 
the sources of that time, repeatedly attackc'd this theory and also the stai(‘nients 
about the German lack of culture,though he did not collect his isolated doubts 
and objections into an impressive refutation of the prc^valeiit views. Neither was 
this done by E. Mayer, when lie tried, by a com])arison of (human and h'rench 
development, to explain parallel phenomena by means of* a common Frankish 


ft nf craint que, pour unc fois, il (luradj ur (afisc trop d’homuMir aux Barl>ar(;:e 
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or even Roman origin.^ On the one hand this early period did not really come 
within the scope of his work, which dealt mainly with the ninth to the fourteenth 
centuries, on the other its aim was rather to consider the matter from the 
legal point of view than to pursue the problems of economic history, which were 
touched upon only casually.* 

As economic history became more thorough and expanded into detailed 
research, doubts and disagreements began to be more strongly felt. One after 
pother the proud old horses paraded by the sociological theory went lame. 
First of all the famous Gehofersckaften of Trier were recognized to be a later 
arrangement forced on the people and seigneurial in origin *; then 
the Russian Mir suffered the same fate *; the Anglo-Saxon folk-land lost its 
importance as evidence, because its interpretation was seen to have been 
incorrect ®; finally the southern Slav ladruge, properly investigated, was found not 
to contain what earlier scholars had tried to prove from it.® Thus the former supports 
gave way ; and most important of all—the old method borrowed from com¬ 
parative philology was shaken, especially as the latter science had largely ceased 
to use it. o j- - 


This short historical sketch of the literature of this subject has now reached 
Its goal. It IS not my purpose in this initial chapter to consider the most recent 
works dealing with many special branches of the subject, nor to state my own 
position with regard to the views of the many writers on this great nrolilem. 
lhat in Itself would fill a book with unending detail. In later chapters there will 
^ opportunities to mention these works when dealing with special ctuestions. 
Here it has been my endeavour to describe the main lines along whidi recent 
problems in the history of culture have developed, and in particular to show how 
much they have been influenced by the currents of contetn,)orary thou,-hi and by 
general intellectual tendencies in the external political evolution ol'Europe since the 
sixteenth centuiy. These are clearly reflected in all the more recent theories, which 
are indeed firmly rooted in them, the barbarian theory in the age of 1 lumtinism 
as a broad foundation then the eighteenth-century theory of freedom tincl ecruality 
eading directly to the association theory of the early nineteenth century, and 
finally the sociological point of view in the period of social democracy and inter- 

method developed in imitation of comptirative 
philology. The history of culture is a faithful reflection of general intdlectual 
tendencies and of the ideas of successive periods, which have projected their 
ideals back into the historic past, seeking to prove a real existence for them iliere. 
The form of the parucular problem which we are considering has been shaped 
uring the advance of European civilization, which it reflects in all its fetit tires 
Tf provides a criterion on which to base a criticism of those theories 

If the connections be clearly established, if we see where the prevalent views 
ave originated, then it is possible to estimate them at their true value and to 
emancipate ourselves from them by going back to the original sources. For the 
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culture of the barbarians.^ Here we see the old Romanistic attitude still influencing 
the trend of thought. 

In the course of the discussion Fustel de Coulanges aptly urged the criterion 
of chronology, which the jurists and sociologists had hitherto neglected in their 
treatment of the sources. He showed that there is no evidence of the oft-quoted 
Russian Mir’’ until late thirteenth century sources, and that other evidence of 
communistic conditions of ownership is even later, often as late as the eighteenth 
century.2 His weighty pronouncement in this connection was certainly very 
much to the point: “ Avant de construire tout un beau systeme sur les com- 
munaux, le mir, les allmend, on ferait bien d’etablir leur date et leur origine.” ^ 
But its echo died away and it was unnoticed, chiefly, no doubt, because in both 
France and Germany the later standard works and text books of legal history 
were written by adherents of the communistic theory. The most influential were 
O. Gierke’s works, especially his Genossenschafisrecht^ in Germany, and the legal 
histories of P. Viollet ^ and Glasson ^ in France. These scholars, holding as they 
did the chief professorial positions in both countries, had a great personal 
influence on the next generation, and thus there was naturally no serious opposition 
to their views. Moreover, Georg Kaufmann’s Deutsche Geschichte (1880), dealing 
with die early Germans up to the time of Charles the Great, although it contained 
much that was correct, adopted the old catastrophic theory. Phe folk-migrations 
flooded the world of ancient civilization with barbaric peoples, the East with 
Slavs, the West with Germans. The old civilization was brought to the dust, 
but where the Germans had destroyed, a new forest of young races grew from the 
ruins. His work deals chiefly with constitutional history, and so (after the manner 
of Sohm, to whom the work is dedicated) the state appears to him the essentially 
civilizing element. Without it, art and religion, economic activity and society, 
can do nothing; without it they produce only quickly-fading flowers, which 
lack a building to adorn.® The Germans, in his opinion, sowed the seeds of a new 
constitutional system in a soil saturated with the results of centuries of toil. 

_ It is true that there was no lack of opposition later. I may remind the reader 
of Thevenins’ significant investigation into the Communia ”,7 and of the attack 
made against the Mark-association theory by Richard Hildebrand, the lawyer 
and political economist, who went so far as to call it a chimera ” of the scholars !» 
Also Felix Dahn, to whom we must allow (whatever we may think of his work 
m legal history) a thorough knowledge of German conditions and especially of 
the sources of that time, repeatedly attacked this theory and also the statements 
about the Gernian lack of culture,^ though he did not collect his isolated doubts 
and objections into an impressive refutation of the prevalent views. Neither was 
mis done by E. Mayer, when he tried, by a comparison of German and French 
evelopment, to explain parallel phenomena by means of a common Frankish 
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actual premises for these various interpretations are to be found not so much in 
the sources themselves as in those intellectual tendencies of which we have been 
speaking. If the latter disappear, or are to-day no longer applicable, the theory 
also loses a considerable part of its vitality. One has but to remember how 
differently modern philology now interprets the term barhari ^; we now know 
that it does not mean savages or even enemies of culture. Remember, too, the 
mighty influence once wielded by the doctrines of Charles Darwin and of 
Morgan; they have been to-day almost abandoned by sociologists, for light has 
been thrown on the history of the family and of primitive culture which flatly 
contradicts them. Sociology, economics, and to some extent also jurisprudence 
have already, here and there, shaken themselves free from those earlier views, and 
have taken up quite a different attitude, especially concerning the development 
of land-ownership and the beginnings of society. Is it not time that the history 
of the so-called Middle Ages also took note of the logical consequences of all this 
newly acquired knowledge ? A close observation will show us that many ideas 
which hold the field to-day are really based on foundations which are no longer 
fitted to bear such great edifices. The thriving science of civilization has thrown 
out new branches, especially pre-history and early German archceology; nor 
must we forget philology, which has now opened up much richer sources to us. 
Above all, the historical method is now demanding its rights. It is impossible 
in the twentieth century to judge the basis of European civilization, the events 
of the first to the sixth centuries a.d., from late medieval sources, especially the 
so-called Weistiimer^ or even from the observation of eighteenth-century 
conditions by unscientific practical administrators, or of modern systems by 
nineteenth-century surveyors. However valuable as auxiliaries of modern 
knowledge these criteria may have been or may still be, modern science will 
use such worm-eaten crutches only with great caution and in extreme necessity. 

There are now enough sources of other kinds to be consulted, in 
contradiction to the former belief that there was not enough contemporary 
evidence for those early periods- We must try, with the help of pre-history and 
German archeology, to find new foundations which may make possible a more 
correct and confident evaluation of the Roman writers who have hitherto, despite 
their bias, been the main sources. The splendid results of late Roman excavations, 
which we owe chiefly to the admirable organization of the Limeskommissionen^ 
the^ insufficiently appreciated work of the Roman and German museum in 
Mainz, finally the self-sacrificing and arduous activity of the numerous German 
archaeological and historical societies—all these must be collected and seriously 
used for the treatment of these problems, and their historical consequences must 
be traced. They provide new means for arriving at a scientific knowledge of the 
basis of early medieval culture. Finally, the results of modern papyrology are 
also of great importance, not only because through them we have for the first 
time been enabled to learn something of the origins and connections of late 
Roman culture, but because we gain thereby more certain standards by which 
to judge^ the pM played by the Germans in general cultural development. Early 
memeyal civilization is no new phenomenon, the primitive culture of coarse 
tebarians, co-existing with or displacing that of a dying world which it destroyed. 
Un the contrary, it is an organic and accurately fitted link in the chain of an ancient 
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evolution, passing from one race to another, and it was to the best interest of 
each successor to share in previous achievements. 

The nature of these new criteria will make possible the virtual exclusion of 
that subjective interpretation of ambiguous statements by foreigners about 
German culture, which was the main source of error in earlier scholarship. It 
will also reduce the legal records, hitherto considered the most important sources, 
to the second rank for this early period, since recent criticism has shown that they 
are not as old as they were once thought to be. Moreover, a drastic limitation of 
the scope and applicability of these sources, naturally based on the purpose and 
cause of their composition, and recognized repeatedly by recent legal historians, 
will now make it possible to interpret and use them much more freely. 



Chapter II 


THE SO-CALLED " EARLIEST" PERIOD (C^SAR AND TACITUS) 


T he study^ of every civilization must begin with an examination of the 
potentialities of its natural environment, since these form, as it were, the basis 
of its development. It is precisely in this respect that recent research on the 
so-called Urieit, or earliest period of German history,i has produced revolutionary 
results, by proving the bases on which the old theory was built up to be untenable. 
It was an hypothesis essential to this theory that at the time when Germans 
and Romans came into closer contact with one another, Germany was covered 
with marshes and dense primeval forests.^ Irrefutable evidence of this was 
found in the accounts of Caesar and Pliny, from which scholars chose to draw 
their picmres of conditions at this time. But, in opposition to this view, students 
of prehistoric archaeology, geography, and philology have now come to 
unanimous conclusions, which give us a safe starting-point for critical examination. 

It must, of course, be conceded that in prehistoric and early historic times 
Central Europe was much more densely wooded than it is to-day, and marsh and 
moorland were certainly more extensive. But earlier scholars have taken too 
little notice of the fact that besides the great forest regions, and beside marsh 
and moorland, there were also considerable unforested zones, which did not need 
to be cleared or broken up, providing places for settlement. These unforested 
regions were settled in the Stone Age, several thousand years before Csesar 
or the beginning of the Christian era. Robert Gradmann, to whom above all 
we owe our knowledge of this important question, considers that one of the 
most surprising facts of prehistory is the “ lack of any geographical progress 
in land settlement from Neolithic times throughout the Bronze Age and the 
Hallstatt and La Tene epochs down to tlte threshold of Roman times 
U. Schliiter, too, has been able to show from a detailed examination of Northern 
urmgia, especially the regions of the Unstrut and Helme, that the extent 
ot marshland was greatly exaggerated by early scholars, and that between the 
edge of me old forests and that of the ancient marshes there was a strip of un- 
torested land, open and fit for agriculture, which had never been woodedA 
A1 the evidence for this new knowledge cannot, of course, be given in 
detml here. But an especially important and characteristic example of the 
?! ° ^ theory of extensive marshes and primeval forests is pro¬ 
vided by K. Schumacher’s instructive evidence concerning the old cultural 
istrict of the Rhine plain of Baden. In 1^02 Schumacher showed, from numerous 
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fresh excavations that from the Bronze Age to the early La Tene epoch there 
was dry land in that district, which must have been densely settled^ Indeed, he 
ought It possible that the Rhine plain may in parts have been drier than it is 
to-day. Analogous observations have been made in the Rhine plain of Hesse, 
based on numerous prehistoric remains found in a line running through Lorsch 
Hahnlein, Hahn, Dornheim, and Gross-Gerati. The size and density of this 
pre-Roman population, when we consider the extent of the excavated settle¬ 
ments, can be explained only on the assumption that large “ nucleated ” villages 
must have existed Aere throughout all periods. The different peoples, as they 
followed one anoAer obviously profited by the agricultural work of their 
predecessors, and the theory that they lived only in small bands or in scattered 
settlements is quite untenable. It is incorrect to suppose that these early peoples 
were at the lowest stage of civilization, wandering about in hordes through 
their endless primeval forests and hunting wild animals. 

“I’g use of modern travellers’ accounts of Africa and America, Ratzel 

if n/ "r along 

the banks of rivers and lakes and the borders of the primeval forest, but do not 

“ stressing the 

t that the primeval forest is the enemy and not the friend of man; primitive 
man may make expeditions into the forest but will not settle permanently there ” a 
In prehistoric umes clearings for arable land were probably very seldom made 
on a large scale in forests, but the open land bordering LreL offered Se 
conditions necessary for existence. “Here there is free movement, extens ve 
richest stock of game; our domestic animals, our crops aiS 
r w point to open lands as their home.” « In 1920 
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and the landscape described by Tacitus in his account of the battles of Germanicus 
shows similar features. The Roman legions repeatedly pass through the forest 
on long marches. Germanicus on one occasion considers which of two possible 
routes he should choose through a great forest region—the shorter which was 
more often used, or the less convenient, along which his advance would be 
more unexpected.^ Repeatedly in Tacitus we find accounts of battles between 
large bodies of troops in tlie forest itself, in which there is mention of clearings 
and unforested areas,^ or the cavalry seeks cover in the forest.® It is obvious that 
these extensive forests were regularly traversed and allowed the passage of large 
bodies of troops. Moreover, artificial earthworks had already been erected by 
the Germans in the marsh and forest lands; Tacitus, for example, mentions 
a broad dam or wall of earth which served as a boundary between the Angrivarii 
and the Cherusci.'* The sources which deal with the battles between Romans 
and Germans in the third century give a similar account; thus Herodian, 
describing Maximus’ campaign in the interior of Germany (c. 236-7), says that 
the Germans had withdrawn from the plains and treeless districts and had hidden 
in forests and marshes.® 


Another great problem in the history of German culture is closely 
connected with these natural conditions of settlement. What was the stage of 
dvilization reached by the Mid-European peoples, and more especially the 
Germans, at the beginning of the Christian era For a long time, despite con¬ 
siderable objections, the statements of Cassar and Strabo led many scholars to 
consider them as nomadic or at any rate semi-nomadic.® To-day this view may be 
regarded as definitely refuted, now that it has been attacked in so many excellent 
works by German historians, economists, philologists, and students of agrarian 
economy.’ In France, too, where scholars under the influence of the older 
theories of Montesquieu and Voltaire were still inclined to look on the Germans 
as a race of low civilization, Fustel de Coulanges emphatically condemned the 
theory m 1875 ® and again in iSSj.® 

Since then scholarship has made still more considerable and important 
progress. To-day we know from prehistoric remains and from philological 
research that, fcoughout the centre and west of Europe, agriculmre is not two 
toousand, but four or five thousand, years old. Even if the Indo-Germanic people 
did not live in Central Europe, as some recent scholars assume, but came into 
(jermany from the East, this must have happened centuries before the arrival of 
the Romans, so that the Germans were certainly acquainted with tillage from the 
Agriculture was not a branch of civilization which appeared with 
the Romans; and the early German agrarian system was more highly developed 
on Its techmcal side than used to be supposed. Not only were the Germans 
amili^ with the use of the hoe, which recent research, in any case, no longer 
regards as a stage in the development of agriculture, but they already used oxen 
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and horses for ploughing.^ Moreover, it has been shown to be very probable 
that the wheeled plough was a Germanic invention and did not, as Pliny thought, 
originate with the Rhaetians.^ 

These facts, which have been established by prehistoric research and 
comparative philology, must form the basis of our criticism of Caesar and Tacitus, 
the Roman writers from whom early scholars derived their chief knowledge 
of conditions in the so-called “ earliest ” period of German history. It is no 
part of our purpose here to deal in detail with the great mass of commentaries 
on these two patriarchs of the literature of German civilization. In general, 
I follow the group of scholars who have thrown doubts upon their reliability 
and especially upon that of Caesar.® Also Caesar’s descriptions appear to me to 
relate to exceptional conditions, brought about by the German wars and 
migrations.* M. Much and especially Hoops have brought together a mass of 
archaeological evidence (the continuity of settlements from the Neolithic and 
ronze Ages down to historic times, the peculiar nature of prehistoric cemeteries, 
the number of cultivated plants, the system of manuring, reaping, threshing, 
grinding, and making grain into bread, also forms of worship and myths, etc.) 
which shows that the normal state of the Germans was one of peaceful and settled 
existence, and that agriculture must have played an important part as a source 
ot food even at the time when the Indo-Germanic peoples were still sharing their 
common habitat. 


■ f corn-growing among the Germans, which are 

given by M. Much and W. Fleischmann,® certain passages in Ctesar may be cited, 
which indicate that they valued this form of agriculture very highly.® He tells 
us that he forced the Helvitii, who had left their land, to return to it, so that the 
Germans on the other side of the Rhine might not occupy the empty regions, 
and expressly attributes their migration to the excellence of the arable land. There 
IS another passage to the same effect concerning the Belgae. Casar had heard 
that they were partly people of German race who had crossed the Rhine in very 
early umes, and settled down there, after driving out the Gauls. Here, again, he 
gives the fertility of the soil as the reason for their change of settlement.These 
passages prove the correctness of Hoops’ theory that we must “ think of the 
spread_ of the German tribes not merely as war-like campaigns, but as slow 
migr^ons by stages, with shorter or longer pauses for rest and settlement ”.8 
karly scholars were not content with deriving from Cssar the view that the 
Germans were nomads; they thought they could also conclude from his account 
tot there was no private property, but only a communal system of land-ownership 
Iwo often-quoted passages seem to make this probable. In De Bello Galileo, 
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iv, I, it is said of the Suevi, Privati ac separati agri apud eos nihil est^ and in vi, 22 
of the Germans in general, neque quisquam agri modum certum aut fines hahet 
proprios. But the absence of private property among the Suevi is fully explained 
if relays of them were constantly alternating work in the fields with military 
service, so that they never tilled the land in one place for more than a year at a 
time. Moreover, the second passage shows the true state of affairs still more 
cle^ly. It agrees with the first in the decisive point that the Germans changed 
their fields every year. Here, however, the absence of private property, referred 
to above, is more clearly explained : sed magistratus ac principes in annos singulos 
gentibus cognationibusque hominum quique una coierunt, quantum et quo loco visum 
est agri, attribuunt. The distinction here is not between collective property and 
private property, but between public land-ownership and (non-existent) private 
property. The representatives of the public authority allot the usufruct of tlie 
soil to particular bands of settlers, apparently with a time limit. The property 
itself (if it can be so called in view of the short time that it might be used) is 
vested in the political authority, not in the communities using it. In spite of the 
annual change of place of agriculture, Caesar’s statements may also be interpreted 
as indicating private tillage and private usufruct. The farthest we could go would 
perlwps be to speak of a “ state-socialism ”,i naturally brought about by war 
conditions and peculiarly suited to them. Another passage in Caesar may be 
mentioned in support of this. At the end of his famous description he gave 
reasons which should serve to explain these agrarian conditions.^ They show 
clearly that the Germans-must have been well acquainted with private ownership 
but must have tried to hold it in check on account of its evil social and political 
consequences. ^ A specially important motive for their action is stated to be their 
anxiety to maintain their military prowess. To-day, after the misery of a long 
world war, such a state-socialism is perhaps better understood than it could have 
been earlier, when there were no analogies before the eyes of scholars. 

Moreover, it must always be borne in mind that this description was written 
not only by a Roman, but for Romans, and that the writer is not an historian 
but a statesman, whose own social and political views and designs on his readers 
must have influenced his writings.^ The final sentence is quite in accord with the 
democratic and social plans of Cassar during the first Triumvirate, with regard 
to the division of arable land and his opposition to the aristocracy (a.d. so).** 
borne s^olars have already expressed their view that this passage gives Csesar’s 
o^ reflections, rather than genuine statements by German wimesses.® Never- 
Aeless, such an analysis of the intentions underlying Cesar’s book itself shows 
that there must have been social distinctions among the Germans, (the common 
man is contrasted wiA the potentissimt) « and further, that these distinctions 
were ahready expressed in different conditions of land-ownership. 

kindly, 4 e peculiar characteristics of the people should not be overlooked. 
C«a, descnbes 4e Suevi very vividly; the individual acknowledges no 
dtsapime or subord.nanon to another's wiU; he follows his own inJnation 
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4 w points A. Klotz, Casarstudien (1910), 25. 

6 Geschichte Roms, 2nd edit., iii, 182 E (1906). 

I n flfsdimann, op. cit, 92 ff. ^ 

* U. Ih. Schulz, op. cit., 66. 
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The reconstruction of early German conditions was based, not onlv uoon 
taar, bu, also upon Tadtus. Scholars have tried as far p’ossile to K 
the descriptions in the Germanta into accord with those of Caisar wHrinf 
150 years earlier. Differences were explained either as a later development or af 
misunderstandings or corrections of his predecessor.^ Nevertheless^most recent 

Tac^ta? tim^ Germans were already settled in 

Tl r ^ ^ “ agreement as to the detailed inter- 

pretation of the famous passage in chapter 26, because the doubtful meanine 

tn W “ possible to read into it conditions which seemed appropriate 

o later developments, or even some which were still nonexistent. tS new 
and important criticisms may be added. The recent investiffations of F tZ T 
have very consider^Iy decreased the value of S eTnogSS^ 

typdogtSrmem^°“ apparently been subfected to a kfnd of 

r treatment. the statements of one observer about a certain tribe 
were transferred by another to another tribe.” a Norden has establi^b^Jr. k 

ethnography of Herodotus (especially concerning 
Ae ScytkanJ, but also w th Ionic ethnography, as recorded by the unWn 

HiJ^o'cmes 4 climatological work preserved among the writii of 

g by Fustel de Coulanges,^ must again be emphasized. In order to arrive 
at a proper understanding of Tacitus, we must proceed from Roman Vd^Zr 

The solution of our difficulties perhaps lies in the 
Fu ffiermore R°n^an situation! 

was pvobiT^pSaSLS.: 

identacal_ opimon may be regarded as signififant. It is true that 
Hoops, a though he interpreted some words (e.g. agri) more correctlv rSl 

™ as Mart-associatts, as Hoop Jtinuss' tTZf SIy ^Z,T£“ 

^ Bello Galileo, iv, x. 

* tt Delbriick, Geschkhte der Kriegskunst, 17 f. 

‘ ‘ Germania (1920), 56. 

® R. Forrer, Keltische Numismatik der Mein- und Donaulande (•IooR^ 

T “ iravaux, op. cit., cxxiv, 16 ff. ^ ^ ^ 37 - 

Wildbdume^ 521 ff. 
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to speak of common property, or even only of co-aration or communal cultiva¬ 
tion, he would certainly have expressed it otherwise, by commune or some word 
of that kind. Universi is chosen rather with an eye to Roman conditions, and 
gives good sense as an antithesis to these. It is not individual owners, like the 
rich Roman landed proprietors, who possess the agri, but all have a share in them. 
Among the Germans Aere is no exclusion, like that which caused such misery 
and inequality among the Romans. In order to understand this sentence of 
Tacitus we must refer to Columella’s account,^ which also shows the exact 
determination of quantity {pro numero cultorum) in its right light, and at the same 
time is a very strong argument against the interpretation of universi as Mark- 
associates with communal land holdings. If that interpretation were correct 
then the number of cultivators would not have to be specially considered at all 
since all would have equal rights and individual portions would not be separated 
from the rest. The statement that the division was made according to the 
importance of each individual, fits in well with the fact that the number of settlers 
was taken into consideration. If a division of land had to be made and if it were 
not carried out in equal portions, then the number of settlers must from the 
beginning have determined the size of the district to be settled. Otherwise some 
would have gone short or had no share at all, if there were not enough land over. 

The ^ sentence which follows, too (^facilitatem partiendi camporum spatia 
praebent) is the logical continuation of this line of thought. It can be interpreted 
only in the sense of a genuine division and is therefore further evidence against 
the theory of uniform communal landownership. It also indicates that Tacitus 
was thinking of a comparison with Roman conditions, for the Romans actually 
did experience such difficulties, since their land was already largely divided up 
into private properties.^ It should be observed that earlier, in the first sentence 
of the same chapter, the contrast with Roman conditions obviously influenced 
Tacitus description -fenus agitate et in usuras extendere ignotum. Thus it is 
very probable that the intervening account of the occupation of the agri contains 
an antithesis to the agrarian procedure which was well known and usual among 
the Romans. 


If the difference between Cffisar and Tacitus is to be explained by the fact 
™ u ^ former is describing an exceptionally restless situation caused by war 
and the latter a peaceful and stable period of settlement, then in Ctesar’s day 
pnvate property could naturally have had no opportunity to develop, and 
according to his statement, it was the object of the political authorities of the time 
to prevent it from doing so. But here, as Hoops has correctly emphasized, 
permanent arrangements and a regular rotation are referred to.” Permanent 
settlement must therefore have had within it the seed from which private property 
might develop. There would appear to be no foundation for the theory that 
Tacitus account also implies^ that dwelling-places and settlements were still 
c angmg. The only foundation for that theory is the word invicem used by 
i rams in the oft-quoted passage about tlie occupation of the agri. It is the chief 
1 cu ty of interpretation and has given rise to the most varied conjecmres. 
Some have even thought that the word was a later gloss to make better sense or 


1 De re JRusticaj i, 3. 

adva^cS'o^;^ iSo cS^lnv 

«iav^cea over me mime into Germany and began to make settlements there. 
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to give a more simple explanation of the facts.^ Indeed only one thing seems to 
nave been omitted, and that is a strict philological interpretation of the text itself. 
Because C^sar in an analogous passage uses invicem to mean “ in turn ”, the word 
was without further ado given the same meaning in Tacitus, whereas it obviously 
ought to be interpreted only in the sense in which that author customarily uses 
itj and not according to its meaning anywhere else. 

_ Invicem occurs fairly often in Tacitus. As far as I can see, he does not use 
It in the sense of exchange or rotation, but with the meaning ‘‘ mutually ’’ with 
special reference to relations between two parties.^ Where Tacitus wishes to 
express a change of settlement or dwelling-place, he often uses the word mutare 
or permutare sedes? The reading in vices, preferred by some editors and again 
stressed by recent critics, is inappropriate here, because the translation “ to 
cu tivate alternately, does not correspond to £« rice, occupare, and a similar usage 
so _e found nowhere else in Tacitus.« Occzi/^are here refers to land-occupation, 
e seizme of dwelling-places, 5 legally the appropriation of anything. It must 
be emphasized that the occupatio agrorum is a definite technical term used by 
Roman surveyors ^ and well known to every cultured Roman, because of its 
great importance in agrarian laws, even as early as the time of Licinius Stolo.^ 
According to Roman law permanent landed property is acquired by means of 
cuEpW‘ l something more than arable land, or cultivated land, or 

and^ wSte knd ’ ® including uncultivated patches 

nd waste land. The reference, therefore, is not to change in the individual 

arable fields, which would be cultivated one after the other in the series, but to 
the first possession, Ae appropriation of land that was previously ownerless or 

oppo ite of the Roman occupario. Land among the Germans was approprilS 

mLl of mutually, i.e. not to the persoml enrich¬ 

ment of a few. Each for all and for the help of all. This theory has recently 
received confirmation from the investigation of E. Norden. If it Is known tha^ 
liny was the model for these passages dealing with German rural economy « 
we can well understend this antithetic reference in Tacitus to the rapid growth of 

as the r'® Pliny had^egarded 

When Hildebrand pointed out 
il TlfT interpretations which referred invicem to the change of 

Ae whole settlement area (Feldflur), he made the acute comment that 

nof m diinpr therefore could refer only to persons. 

The older theory that Tacitus was speaking of a change of the settlement 
area appeared to receive support from another Ltence which occurs afe the 


in general, Mullenhoff. 

75 etc., also Malien£ff7°op?’c'it.^^33^9.’ -^Sncola, c. 6 , i6, 19, 24, 37,- Histor., i, c. 65, 74, 

® For example Germania, c. 2, and 28. 

‘ See Gerber and Greef, Lexicon Tacheum (1903). 

® sS remarks thereon of Waitz, y.G 141 

5 ee Kudorff, Rom. Feldmesser, vol ii, Register. ’ 1 , 143. 
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8 » / ? d- in Tacitus’ Germania (1920). 
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account of the division of the agri : arva per annos mutant et superest ager. This 
•was thought to be an interpretation of -what had gone before and scholars tried 
to explain it as such.^ As a matter of fact, the conceptions arva and agri must be 
kept apart. Arva means the land already under cultivation, the cornfields; this 
is the narrower conception, and merely a part of the ager. With this remark 
Tacitus passes on to something different, i.e. an account of the German 
agricultural system. 

This passage has also given rise to various interpretations. Many scholars 
thought that it referred to the three-field system,^ but that has already been 
contradicted.® Most recent works have been ready to assume that it refers to the 
wild field-grass husbandry {Feldgraswirtsckaft), under which only a small part 
of the whole arable area {Feldmark) was tilled, while the greater part remained 
fallow^ and was used for grazing.^ W. Fleischmann has recently opposed this 
view, in my opinion, quite rightly; he argues that this cereal cultivation has been 
wrongly dpcribed as a “ wild ”, i.e. entirely unregulated, field-grass husbandry 
for according to Tacitus there must have been a well-regulated system of agri¬ 
culture, and there must, moreover, have been considerable local differences 
caused by the natural conditions of the soil and the countryside.® ’ 

My own opinion is that Tacims’ remarks are to be interpreted in the sense of 
a field-grass^systern rather than a three-field system; for superest ager probably 
means only^ there is still some land over j all the land is not cultivated and used 
To take this as implying the existence of a definite fallow period, occurring in 
regular rotation, is to read too much into the passage; moreover, it does not 
conform to Tacitus accustomed phraseology. When Tacitus says that enough 
uncultivated land ^ still remains, he wishes to draw a contrast between the extensive 
type of farming in use among the Germans and the intensive Roman type. This 
IS also shown by the succeeding remark: Nec enim cum ubertate et amplitudine 
soil Lahore contendunt, utpomaria conserant etprata separant et hortos rtgent: sola 
terrae seges imperatur. 

It has been sufficiently proved that the changing rotation of portions of land 
{^a) which are sometimes tilled has nothing to do with a change of settlements. 

1 he latter are to be thought of as permanent and enduring. A division of the 
whole settlement district seems to have been already effected secundum dignationem. 

1 source itself shows that this does not imply an equalization of 
g od and bad lots of arable land. Dignatio is rank, social position.® Tacitus’ 
contradkts the theory that the Germans all had equal rights 
\ u supported by the next sentence, stating that the 

g t extent of the land at their disposal made this division an easy matter (facili- 

praelent). Attention has been called to other 
Tacims, which would be equally incomprehensible if the whole 
land had been common property, the individual receiving only a temporary 

°P- cit. 17 f. 

* See thL Landau, Territonm (1854), 52 ff. 

iv, 374 ff! * on this matter in MulWff, Deutschr Alt^numskundc, 

>■ ‘ f, lii). 

* See J. Hoops, W zlSdume, 522, n. 4, w 

" Ager is used here, not Arva. 

See Germania^ c. 13. 

* See also Mullenhoff, Deuuchc Altertumskunde, iv, 369. 
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usufruct. He lays special emphasis on the separate character of the settlements. 
There was not only a complete lack of collective life in cities, but also all dense 
colonies were avoided.^ The settlements stood apart from one another and their 
lay-out varied with the site and the lie of the land.^ It should perhaps be observed 
mat here Tacitus uses the singular (iit campus .... placuit), while in the passage 
mscussed above, where he speaks of the division of the whole settlement district, 
he uses the plural; as the former is intended to express abundance, so in the latter 
the i(Ka o^eparateness may be accentuated by the intentional use of the singular. 

^ The Roman then (Chapter 5) emphasizes the independent settlements of the 
seryt (suam quisque sedem, suos penates regit). Another passage in favour of the 
existence of private ownership refers to the Chatti. Tacims describes their extra¬ 
ordinary valour and vigorous prowess in war, and emphasizes as a 
speaal characteristic that Nulli domus out ager out aliqua cura (Chapter 31). 

ainly, therefore, the opposite was the general rule. In conclusion, attention may 
be railed to another passage from Tacitus, which has not hitherto been used in 
dealing with Ais problem. In describing the battles with the Germans under 
ero (a.d. 5^ he relates that the Frisians intended to extend their settlements 
as tar as the Rhine. They occupied the empty regions reserved for the Roman 
legionanes on the right bank of the lower Rhine and made their homes there. In 
order to explain this, Tacitus uses these words; lamque fixerunt domos, semina 
arvts mtukrant utqm patriian solum exercehantd He must have considered the 
egal conception of hereditary (paternal) landownership to be compatible with the 
agrarian system of the Germans, since he uses it in antithesis to the arable land 
of strangers. For all these reasons I hold that already in the time of Tacitus 
private property in land existed among the Germans. 

The problem of co-aration or communal cultivation {Feldgemeinschaft) is 
closely connected with this important question. For if there was no private 
property in land and if communal ownership was the rule, then it would be only 

took of‘^o-^'^^tion, in which the whole community 

1 ^ ^ communal cultivation) existed, or to assume that there was at 

commitof agriculture devised by all the full members of the 

individual to the same type and routine of cultiva- 
tion( loose communal cultivation or 

nerJar^S h'V' the early 

ftn based on contemporary sources and are purely arbitrary recon- 

ST accounts. Moreover, they presuppose conditions 

irntr mTe "r fro-pij of of tits 

cSS^nl^SnJ % r ? n" P^^otised communal 

practice Thev^wn c meant in 

tadict 7 been farming on a scale which would entirely con¬ 

tradict Caesar s clear statements about the neglect of agriculture. It would have 

involved a most complicated usufruct of the soil and a highly elaborate organiza¬ 
tion. As an agrarian writer of repute has observed with truth,most of thofe who 


^ Germania, c. i6. 

’ -Ann., xiii, c. 54. 


R. Hildebrand, op. cit., ist edit., 107; 2nd edit., 106. 


pe=ulia^e7,a™eefrSfrest^&^^^^ to German 

legal conception (rex, regnari) He savs • Tht- ^ connection, when referring to another 

the kings of the tribe, affar as* one canL^k of kini^!mn^^o^k Verrit and Malorich, 

1, 22) speaks similarly of the Vandals f yijsrijs Lrpc^ai Procopius (£eil Vandal, 
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dealt with Ctesar’s narrative, knew nothing whatever about farming. And we 
cannot expect them to be able to judge what is possible and what impossible in 
the matter.” i 

Experts such as J. J. Moser have expressed grave doubts about Ctesar’s state¬ 
ments, and the Gehoferschaften of Trier, which used to be quoted in support of the 
old theory, have recently been proved to be a later development of seigneurial 
origin, like the oft-quoted Russian Mir, or other associations for communal 
cultivation such as those in India.^ The fundamental theory of earlier scholars 
that communal cultivation was the form of farming practised by free and equal 
co-sharers in communal property, has been swept away,^ for it has become clear 
that it is rather the product of seigneurial compulsion and of seigneurial interests. 
Even if Cassar’s account were to be interpreted in the sense of communal cultiva¬ 
tion, it would have to be explained as being the result of seigneurial caprice 
for he says expressly that the magistratus acprincipes undertook the division of the 
land and compelled a change after a certain lapse of time ; transire cogunt. 

It is interesting to note the reasons which already in the last part of the 
eighteenth century led J. J. Moser, who looked on the Westphalian system as 
primitive and thought that the original economic conditions of the earliest period 
survived in it, to declare categorically: “ What Cssar says about the ancient 
German peoples can never have been true here.” * The old German system of 
Caesar seemed to him to be “ artificial ”, and its unsettled condition to be quite 
incompatible with the demands of individual farming in his homeland. “ For no 
families have joined together here; heath, sand, moor, and mountains, which 
fom the main part of our bishopric, demand a preparation of years of continuous 
cultivation and no changes of this kind.” 

_ The account of Tacitus is still less compatible with the existence of co-aration. 

^that division occurred secundum digtiatiotiem excludes the 
possibility of communal farming, as does the express mention of individual 
farming by servi and coloni in Chapter 25 of the Germania. The division of the 
land among the cultores must have been different.® 

_ Not only is it impossible to assume that communal cultivation or co-aration 
m the strict and genuine sense existed among the Germans in the time of Ctesar 
and J acims, but even the presence of a less extreme form of compulsion to a 
common routine has not yet been actually proved. The sole reason for this theory 
lay m a technical consideration. A common routine {Fluriwang) was inferred by 
indirect and a posteriori reasoning from the scattering of the strips forming each 
holding over the whole area of the different arable fields of the village. It was 
argued that this method of distribution, on account of the difficulty of access of 
individual owners to their different plots or strips, pre-supposes ex hypothesi 
an harmonious economic plan and similar agricultural processes. But this 
apparently convincing argument is conclusive from the technical point of view 
only if It be proved that there were no field paths within the arable fields (Feld- 
mar en). e intermixture of holdings is by no means peculiar to German 


* w °P- li, 98 (1903). 

Saminat U2 ” {Ahhandl. aus dem Staatswissenschaftlichen 

® Fleischmann, op. cit, lix, 226 £ 

5 2nd edit. (1780), vol. i, 7 £ 

Part xxiij 259. ’ Frage der Freibauern, Zeitschrift der Savigny Stiftung f R.G. Germ. 
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agrarian conditions. It appears, for instance, among the Romans,1 and there also 
It did not prevent development of extensive individual farming; they also had 
neld-pams. But so, too, did the German peoples in early times ; such paths 
can be found in excavations belonging to the prehistoric period,^ and as soon as a 
body of relevant historical sources, in the narrower sense, becomes available 
evidence (^field-paths may be found also in them (e.g. in the so-called Barbarian 
codes;. _ 1 bus the Fluriwang common routine theory (“ loose ” communal 
cultivation) loses its main prop. For the periodical re-allotment of the whole or 
prt of the arable area {Feldmark),^ which has been adduced in its support, could 
be proved only by reference to the so-called Gehoferschaften of the Trier district ■ 
and It has been shown that these are associations formed under compulsion at a 
later date^ and not a survival from the earliest period. 

But It may be objected that a common routine is found in the three-field 
system. No one will wish to contradict this; but it has been proved by expert 
agrarian writers that th^is system cannot possibly have been invented and ind¬ 
uced by free peasants, but owes its origin to seigneurial interests and power.* Thus 
we see that the evidence ” on which the older theories were based consists S 
incorrect or untenable hypotheses. The complete unreliability of these earlier 
views is shown by the incompatibility of the various authorities who ought to 
support one another. It was assumed from Ciesar, and even to some extent from 
’ n r so-‘=alled primitive period the settlement sites changed con- 
from Germans were forced to advance (trans/re). But in analogous cases 

bv l J supposed to be survivals of this practice, this was 

by no means the case. Among the Gehoferschaften of Trier, the Scottish communes 

kit ^ of the various strips certainly does take place’ 

but It does so within a definite seigneurial estate, the boundaries of which remain 

s waste land. It is rertainly no accident that such re-allotment and rotation of 
rips are found on tie Hundsriick and in the Scottish highlands. It can hardly 
Sas^n^T who"^^' they were the homes of a specially sfrong and independent 

preserve primitive forms of agriculture. The 

anSncian?r“'^'’ command this rotation took place, had a technical 

and financial interest in arranging it, in order to equalize the productive power of 
the peasant-tenants and of the farming itself. The possibility that the 

LrhttchSfrr'^^ll associations was hardly considered by 

S 0“ ““S oISS!®** ™ “ '>■''»'» 

basis modern scholars look upon the Mark-association as the 

su?L^ nf ^ German economic system, and, at the same time, as the main 
Sht he cultivation.® This theory goes back to J. J. Moser, who 

hom£d rr f f primitive times in the “ Marks ” of bis Westphalian 

Drivair!lnJ\^^“f of departure and the foundation of Moser’s views was the 
private o^ership of separate homesteads, which caused him to deny the validity 
of C^sar s statements so far as Westphalia was concerned. As a matter of fact 

^ See the more detailed discussion in Chapter V. 

via, i. WU^ 

; o'. ■”*” 

bee W. Fleischmann, op. cit., lix, 227. ' 

® See above, p. 6 ff. ' V ^ 
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neither Cassar nor Tacitus, nor any other Roman writer, gives us any information 
whatsoever about Mark-associations among the Germans. This is all the more 
surprising if, as the legal historians held, such associations played a great part in 
the economic and social system of the earliest age, the Urieit, of which they were 
supposed to be the real foundation,^ and when on the other hand Casar, and still 
more Tacitus, emphasizes anything which is peculiar to the Germans and different 
from the Romans. Again, it is hard to reconcile the Mark-associations with Caesar’s 
description of the specific German agrarian system, for the Mark-association also 
^ permanent site. Had there been a constant change of settlement 
the Mark would have been continually liable to change; any cultivation’ 
or clearance, encroachment of outsiders, in short, all the legal characteristics which 
tos theory attributes to the Mark, would have been impossible. The single 
families or Mark-associations would have been continually obliged to occupy 
new Marks, and to begin their work all over again at the point reached before the 
compulsory interruption of their settlement. 

It is othemise with Tacitus, since, if in his time settlements were permanent 
and only arable land within the Mark was changed in rotation, the objection 
would rio longer hdd good. But why should Tacitus omit his otherwise beloved 
antithesis between German and Roman conditions, at the very point where the 
most important characteristic was to be described The reader will at once recall 
the passage discussed above, where Tacitus says that the occupation of the fields 
was earned out ^ unhersi^ This is precisely one of the most important pieces 
of evidence for the whole Mark-assodation theory.** It has already been pointed 
out that Tacitus account of the division of land among individual settlers, which 
followed a general occupation, is in complete opposition to the assumption of a 
system of common ownership by Mark-associates within the Mark.^ It is more¬ 
over incompatible with what he says elsewhere about German methods of settle- 

is the separation of individual 
settlements, a tendency to agrarian individualism which extended even to unfree 
tenants, to the great surprise of the Romans. Thus it was the exact opposite of 

fc iZr. 

In the oldest historical documents which tell us about the connection between 
strofTf If r!"" f ^hat privafoTner- 

this fact f ^ ° Mark-association theory have had to acknowledge 

tois fact. Each associate possessed not a free but a limited right of use in the Mark 

a defSr.ff^ f r handed over to the associates without 

LnnTctiofSSf f there was a close 

connection between the woods and the arable fields, as we also learn from the 

Srfc'LifrthTM'lf on which, on 

cOTditions 6 ^ ^ irrefutable evidence for early 


^ See above p. 35 £ 


3 S’ Genossenschaftsreckt, 60 ff. 
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Clearly, die natural conditions of the soil and the technical difficulties of 
farming caused by its mequaliries, must from the very beginning have hnnosed 
natural limits on the rotation of arable fields (aTva\ anrl nave imposed 

prevented thes, from being moved step by sip taughont 4e whiTelraitf‘the 
Mark • It most often have been impossible to dear the latter completely rfem 
fore, the use of cultivable land in rotation so far ac it wranr 1 nere- 

agricultural systems still found in some European district to^y wtea'fcTd” 
graa systm^r converuble husbandry, has survived because ^it ‘aS 
conditions. There is, however, no reason in the former case any more than in the 

cuinvation of a Mark by an associated village accordtag 5 S 

have had a MeVk of hk o™ ife^le c“dd"&rSe? f "“i 

erected by him where he thoup-ht ft 3 Tt • i from a homestead 

and comLnal cuSvadot"^^^^ 

which upsets the old Mark-associatTon thenrl 1 

existence would have been so unfavourable^to tL^'^ economic conditions of 

iknne^.0 exert 

been asiSedTtlle Mitas'’sSS' f f™ which has 

protection to the individuafir^™ V " namely that it offered 

Lk-association ™Ts “lS,rfo IS'iT, T" 

it was to prevent anv of its 1 r , ■ ®"<=''°^chment of outsiders as 

The development of minn 1 economic independence. 

are striking Lidence of tlfis EvIJ? of common freemen 

ecrual rifrhfs Even within an economic union of free farmers with 

but a prem’ium have been nothing 

apply at tdl to a union of 

mend no‘w’’SSi"rtich'W tr“lT •>’“71 '”’> 5 ' •‘’“‘’ "P” 

of later German law i e historians from certain forms 

disposal ovprtiic I ^ hmitations by the community of the individual right of 

Itwas Lugk ffi^ffieTe cTirK*^ 

which theX: -»4 
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of Darwin) was that Aey tried to find definite stages of development everywhere 
even in the comparative y short period of historical certainty. ^To-day cS^nam 
ive arch^olo^ deals with widely different and much longer periods Jhe^vin J 
to explain such developments, and it is, moreover, no longer possihl7to mK® 
easy line of treating everything which appears strange and fntiquated as a su^^ilal 

sociological method has shown that manv 
gal and economic phenomena are not peculiar to any one people, but are a regular! v 
recurring feature of certain economic organizations, by whose interests Sv ^ 
condiuoned and produced. We have to ask ourselves wither ise S a«eristS 
of Geiman private law are really primitive German characteristics or Soabl 
of another explanation. Later, in dealing historicallv wirh thl H i 
organization, it will also be shown that the two main supports of the Ma^rf 
non theory, die tight of inheritance enjoyed hTlSrKta/chiWri 

sakca Tit. de migranabus) are not specifically German, but have ami no-, 
probably precedents, in Roman (iuncto) and Grik i 

One 

in the period which followed the age of‘SgSrion"‘'Nl^ “ ■" ‘l'y!°P™enI 

distinctions must be carefullv * a v Now m my opinion two 

I consider that the exis SS o^ r 

it can be deduced from the accounts unconditionally admitted; 

undoubtedlyestate-o-wnerswhodidnm m Tacitus. At that time there were 

others, especially half-free or unfrte men f^ 

the Germania of the striking* X n P^^Pfse. The description in 

German seryl ftmiSToifell” t f' ““ »f 

descripnonofthe Geml^ t. ■ “ ■>'<= oft-qnoted 

and preferred to leave their farm*^’ of peace did little except hunt, 

picture to tL p~ others (Chapter 15). If we add this 

secundum dignationem it seems^to hp land-occupation and division, 

already in existence at Aat time RnttV. *^1***1- that manoricalism was 

by the sources, they must not be generated undoubtedly established 

from them the theory thS die W r » in deducing 

peasant-farmer but a small landlorrl r independent 

bondsmen.^ Ara genmfe^^ ^ 

generalization, this picture of idlers giyen up to games and 

^ See below, Chapter V. 

^ See Wittich, ZezVafcAr./xxii Ai u- ^ 

d. Bayern ^ur Zeit J. rdhrechtZ (1906)! F. Gutmann, DU so^iaU GlUdcrung 
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drinking, and sometimes light-heartedly pledging their freedom is certainlv 
buTSv ^ quarters^ 

1. would Z be pSSbt to“™Tfc Sir ?' 'T 

development. It is therefore nerpcca + I'eferrmg to a much earlier 

d..i,/„ „*:: d *"fSe"ss “ „ 7 zsr 

°l importance should be attached to the general fact tbit 

aloTiXiStSS * 7 '“'°” “I*' 

unfree men at tha? time ^FurAer I shoulT ""f ^ number of slaves or 

role in agriculture Twomen f’ T ^nbute such an important 

describes so imprLiXS harl?'? ^“"^en which Tacitus 

drudge of theSjS ^ EwnLf I' agricultural 

in the time of Tacitu? 7 to-day we dat^thf O number of German landlords 
considerable, it is certaiily So^ say fiXth^'^r 
landlords in this sense and seconrilv tbd.7jt, i^’ j ^ common freemen were 

dictions in the descriotionc; Rpci/^ ^-u explains the remarkable contra- 

and which irolS *°Si? o:,tauo»TlSf '“"““'''""“haabecn^.dc, 

Tacitus, ink acSuXS“• ^j-^y seen that 

domus aut ager am aliqua cura Prom ^ ^ Striking fact, Nulli 

Tacitus thinks it just as remarkabfe Zt thX^“^ (Chapter 31). 

that they lacked occupation and werp - ^ possessed neither house nor land, as 

fore to assume thatTGerman Se aZX 

their own work ? The description of thp r rule supported themselves by 

speaks still more clearly. Certainlv it muct fooe and unfree 

^o) that the unfree always livedTn tile frSZZ 

that the former were in a neighbonrino- K -u- ^ 4°u means 

eadem pecora, in eadem humo hardK ^ i, grew up imer 

disIik/wUk ,r?„£S, S ."f® 7 ““ of “ landlords ” who 

Even more ftrlttg™ S, ic°”’ *>““* *“ digni,,. 

as important evidence (£ 22) Cssar mvZfX/ ^ 

24), a noteworthy description of p-pnfr^l ■ ’-a ‘^Eapters farther on (Chapter 
Germans and Gauls. Hefs speaking of thp comparison between 

they had crossed the Rhine L account of Tectosages; 

m the most fertile part of Germany bv the ^ 

won great fame in war. NXhoXrTbX^T^ and there they had 

they were living in eadem inopia, egestate, 
oth^ peoples,’Jdlhen‘S'’ “dependence from 

Wittich, op. cit, 25J. ^ 

4 I> 97> note 8. 

Wimdh, Grundherrschaft^ AnL iio> 
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patientia, qua ante Germania permanent, eodem victu et cultu corporis utuntur. 
In contrast to the Gauls, therefore, the German peoples led a hard and poverty- 
stricken existence.! It was their simple and strict mode of life which was supposed 
to give them their superiority over the Gauls; by the sweat of their brows they 
wrested a scanty livelihood from the soil ! Caesar would hardly have written thus 
if the majority of free Germans were lazy and idle, living only on their rents. 
Only a thoroughly virile and capable people could have conquered the world 
at the end of the Roman period.^ 

Finally, another of Caesar’s remarks also deserves attention, in which he 
gives the motives which in his opinion led to the peculiarities of German 
agrarian economy.® He says that the leaders of the people tried by this means to 
hinder the stronger men from seeking to extend their property and to drive the 
less important out of theirs. At the same time, the idea of equality would be 
preserved in the lower ranks, if each man saw himself placed on an equal footing 
with the mightiest. Does not this indicate that the aim of German agrarian and 
social policy was the limitation of those great estates {Grundherrsckaften) which 
Wittich would represent as the general rule i Estates of this type were certainly 
already in existence in Germany in the time of Tacitus, but they were not numerous. 
The words of Tacitus himself are against the theory. Lie says that the description 
of idleness does not apply to all common freemen; only the bravest and most 
warlike could afford such a mode of life in time of peace (fortissimus quisque ac 
bellicosissimus nihil agens). These were obviously the leaders, who on account 
of their fame had more land, since it was allotted secundum dignationem. They 
were the real landlords. This interpretation is supported by a statement in the 
same chapter (15) that it was customary for each man to bring of his own free will 
presents of cattle and crops to the chiefs (or leaders) and these, though accepted 
as an honourable gift, would also provide the necessities of life. 

The development of manorial conditions must have been furthered by the 
whole public and constitutional system of the Germans. The warlike and military 
namre of tms early system has been of late more strongly emphasized by various 
scholars. The numerous wars, the military service which was regarded as the 
most important and honourable activity of freemen, took them away from farming 
and made it necessary for this to be done by others. War gave an opportunity 
of wiming fame and distinction, of forming a following, and of maintaining by 
Its help a superior position in times of peace. Tacitus especially emphasizes 
this ^ side of German social development: the existence of the following, or 
comttatus, seems to him its most striking characteristic (Chapter 13). Butmust this 
not have influenced economic development also.? Too little attention would 
appear to have been hitherto paid to it in the economic history of the early German 

V 1 ^ affected settlement too, for it was obviously to the advantage 

ot both leader and follov'ers to live together, or near one another. The latter 
received miln^ e^ipment and economic support from tlieir leader as payment 
for their services. If his followers were always near him, and if, as Tacitus relates 
f^hapter 14), they revived rich presents from him, chiefly for military purposes, 
Ae contmuance of tius relationship might lead to their being maintained, if not 
in the lord s house, at any rate on his land, where they settled. Their personal 

^ See Tacitus, Germania, c. 28. 

» “Die Deutsche Vorgeschichte ” {MannusUbl. ix, 3rd edit. (1921) 232. 
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consciousness that they “ belonged 
cnn^Sr ““ f gradually have developed a closer social connection,L a matefial 
f° f ^ f an^economic differentiation must have crept in. This can 

be deduced from Tacitus own words. In Chapter 13 he says that the “ dignity ” 

aid Sw“according to the strength of his comuatus; and the division 

“ dlnt^vrK out according rS 

in ^ P'V- diat Tacitus uses the sarS term 

passages ; dignitas, dignaao, have the same meaning. 

i,- vT n of inanorial conditions already in this early period is a fact 

which the Mark-association theory has entirely failed to take into account and it 
throws the greatest doubt on the latter, since it is not c“n^^anbrw4"^i^ 
fundamental hypothesis that all the associated settlers were common^ wi 1 7m n1 
nghts oyer communally owned land. Moreover, the rw ^eZaX car^^^^^ 
with It legal inferences, which cannot be reconciled with the hXTo 
dieory. If there was no communal ownership, but if private ownerlhTp w£ ateadf 
m existence, differentiated as a result of maLial coLtions,Ten 2^4 

cannot 4 which have been used to reconstruct the primitive p4od 

mTwXtow S"'' Sed 

• t ’ “ T , quesuons, and may solve difficulties which 

the rinht of tnh > ^ the compulsory routine of cultivation (Fhrrwans) 

™Z”„? The fomula Slle 6 ^ 0^25 

1 Germans can no longer be maintained for the times of Csesar and 

,TZ ,h’ f/ “ <l>«eforetaocted out of *e ieorTaSich™ W 

P hat formula, of a communal ownership of land in a conLunal Marl. 
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ROMANS AND GERMANS IN THE AGE OF THE MIGRATIONS 

T he views which have hitherto prevailed concerning primitive Germanic 
civilization, even in the first centuries of the Christian era, were chiefly based 
on descriptions of the age of the so-called Great Migrations {Vdlkerwandemng) 
which took place after the time of Casar and Tacitus. As a rule this was represented 
as a time of restless wandering, of purposeless roving from place to place by the 
Germans, who settled here and there, but for the most part pressed forward eager 
for conquest in order to plunder and to destroy all that stood in the way of their 
advance. They were thus not only nomads but barbarians, destroying the civiliza¬ 
tion of others, and possessing none of their own. 

These, and similar views of social history, necessarily underwent no significant 
modification or correction, when it appeared that the so-called Migrations were by 
no means limited to a short period, such as the fourth century a.d., but had begun 
long before, and were indeed only one of a long series of movements among 
tribes who had been in a state of flux for a considerable time before the Christian era, 
having first come in closer contact with the Roman world in the well-known 
expeditions of the Cimbrians and Teutons about 114 b.c. Indeed the migrations 
did not by my means finish in a.d. 375, a year which has often been pedantically 
overemphasized; they lasted at least down to the end of the sixth century, which 
saw the Lombard conquest of Italy and the Slav colonization of the Eastern Alps 
and the Sudetic mountains, districts previously held by the Romans and then by 
the Germans. It might even be argued that they lasted until the eleventh century, 
when the Normans conquered England. 

This long extension of the age of migration might, of course, be used to 
prove the continuance of what Caesar and Tacitus reported about the “ earliest ” 
civilization, or rather lack of civilization, of the Germans. It is true that in the last 
decades individual scholars, after a more critical investigation of die sources, have 
expressed doubts about diis view. It is realized that there really was not so much 
migration , that these assumptions were not borne out by the statements of 
contemporary or almost contemporary documents, but were often merely the 
conclusions of scholars who were too prone to assume that a whole people had 
mgrated, whenever Roman and Greek geographical accounts give the same names 
in different places. They forget that—apart from confusion or error—there may 
possibly have been division or breaking away, so that part of the people in 
question may have remained in the old settlements. Above all, it is now clear ^ that 
mese were not purposeless migrations, bom of a love of wandering or a mere lust 
for booty or conquest, but were due to the urgent internal need to alleviate the 
scarcity of the bare necessities of life. That need may have been due to the forward 
movement of other peoples, their neighbours to the East—Sarmatians, Huns, 
blavs^r to the internal growth of the population itself, creating an excess 
population for whose maintenance the old settlements no longersufiiced. Thelatter 

‘ V. Wietersheim, GescUchte der Vslkerwanderung, 2nd edit, edited by F. Dahn, i, ii f. 
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explanation has lately gained considerable support from meteorological investiga¬ 
tions. Now that variations in climate have been shown to have a certain period¬ 
icity, historians have begun to realize the fundamental connection between their 
economic consequences, such as drought, failure of crops and famines (which 
appear in the records), and the great folk-migrations of past centuries. In this way 
positive namral causes were found for the German need for land and for their 
ettorts, to some ext^t peaceful, to gain new dwelling-places in the wide territory 
of the old Roman Empire. 

Finally, emphasis has been rightly laid ^ on the fact that many changes in 
Gemian settlement were artificially promoted by the Romans themselves, in 
their own interest. This was done either by calling on the Germans for help and 
protection and settling them in certain parts of the Empire which appeared to 
e reatene , or, on the contrary, by pushing them back for political or strategic 
reasons, and removing them, in order to divert or prevent danger, to other 
districts, away from thoroughfares and roads where their sudden appearance was 
unwelcome to Roman interests, or where they might in the future have become 
strong to the detriment of the Romans. 

"^1? ^ possible to come to a fresh understanding 

of the old and important problem presented by the age of migrations. In particular! 
we get a new view of it if we connect it with researches into classical antiquity, 

A taken in the Germanist interpretation of the so-called 

Middle Ages The patriarch of Roman history, Theodor Mommsen, thought that 

from Cffisar to Diocletian was the 
d being Romanized, the Romans were, so to speak, 

Germanized .3 The last phase of the Roman state,” he says, “ is remarkable fo^ 

crn L m » expecially its Germanization; and the beginnings of this 

A fet long before ci’s time. 

LnTlZ important facts may be mentioned here. From Casar’s 

b^in there must have been a constant interchange 

Stoups of settlers on each side 
rfCermaro ' i'J'j L°wer Rhine were chiefly 

of AeTofl 4 S 1 before, tempted by the fertility 

of the soil, while the Gallic Tectosagi, on the other hand, had crossed in the 

StoS i^th^ftnidst of German 
Sc districts of the Hercynian mountains.® Finally, he gives 

back Mdvetii, who had left their settlemeSs, hfr flj 
lest otherwise the Gerinans should advance over the Rhine into these territories 

as arSaltTrb ^ives the second of these examples 

braver tiian rit c observation that in earlier times the Gauls were 

sX7en?Sid ™ population and lack of 

^mcient land, had sent colomsts across the Rhine. So we find an ancient internal 
German colomzation from the Celtic West. 

For political reasons, owing to the advancing boundaries of the Roman 

books, toL Khmaschwankungsn seit t-joo, in A. Penck’s Geographical Hand- 

3 '7\.'^^e^ersheim-Dahn, op. cit, 17. 

Romische G-eschichte^ i < 4 . 

^ Bello Galileo^ ii. 4. 
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Empire, it soon became more and more common for German tribes to be forciblv 
settled on the left bank of the Rhine. Cssar placed some of Ariovistus’ troons 
in the Palatinate of Alsace, and Agrippa settled the Ubii round Cologne i- 
Augustus sent some of the Sugambri to the lower Maas and the Waal and nart 
of the Ubii to the left bank of the Rhine ^; Tiberius moved the Sygambri to the 
kft bank. The Roman Empire advanced farther and farther into the areas of 
German settlement. Drusus had already, by peaceful means, united the Batavii 
of the Rhine-delra with the Empire and their neighbours on the north, the Can- 
nenefati of North Holland ; and the Frisii, farther towards the Ems, were soon 
highly-valued soldiers in Roman service. The Chauci, on both sides of the Weser 

brought by Drusus under Roman rule’ 
1 he Romans then carried the battle against the warlike Chatti far across the border 
into G™ny, a war which lasted from the first to the third centuries a.d. But 
m the Danube lands of the East the frontiers of Rhsetia were advanced from 
Regensburg westwards over the Danube, and Noricum especially seems to have 

been strongly Romanized. “ Noricum became a frontier land, and, so to speak 
a part of Italy.’ » , , i.u a^cdic. 

After the defeat of Varus a fundamental difference between Lower and Upoer 
Germania is cerminly noticeable, as regards Roman occupation and the advance of 

fidT t" T* political power fell 

of tL*T V ^ advanced. The linking 

of the Lower ^ine and the North Sea with the Danube provinces, which wa! 

not brought about in the time of Augustus, was accomplished by the Flavians in 
Ae second half of the first century a.d., not indeed by the conquest of the Elbe 
which was abandoned, but by the advance of their rule over the Neckar district! 

IS programme was accomplished by the completion of the military road from 

of .Les-ablish- 

formerly deserted regions beyond the Limes were declared to be imperial 

frZ GauforTr by settling small tenants, poor pLple 

t ’ A*® Here the Flavian colonization, as countless 

inscriptions and remains of buildings prove, brought the country to a high state 

N.StE*, ."“T "'T- -to adJaacedXl: 

Sa over T 7" nioved forward on the north of 

Kfimtia over the Swabian Jura, the Riess, and the south of the Frankish lura 

lonl^^'^"“ (”7-138) the warlike tribes had been called upon and organized for 

JSSTvESlTtf i,*’"' Aurelius (.«h.8o) auLemJ. il 

fnrreJl» ' ^ ® power of resistance of the inhabitants, by means of 

and their^'smr conc^^ed lands. The carrying off of the Britons from Britain 

T.re.0 1 j ntiddle of the second century was the result of a system which 

MarcL^ Aurehuf^^SiAi^f'^r became increasingly frequent under 

thinlv nnr. 1 r jbarbarians in tens of thousands were transferred to 

and foZvSte!?! Lt"’ “ “ >=""5 “W^ors .0 SIS 

J ^ ® army. Especially after the war against the 

Mommsen, op. cit., v, 21S. 

^‘Vahrsil. der hadisohen 
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Marcomanni, ho^es of German warriors with their wives and children were thus 
allotted to great Roman landowners and planted on their wide properties on con- 
dition that they should be used only for agriculture and should be bound to the 
soil, unless they were in military service. The legal position of these hquUM 
was peculiar; they were personally free and yet bound to the soil. The Britons 
mentioned above were in the same position a century later.^ In the pauses of the 
war against me Marcomanni, Marcus Aurelius took into Roman territory great 
nu^ers of the tribes who were leagued against him, among others, the Buriani 2 
and permitted 3,000 Nansti to exchange their settlements west of Bohemia for 
similar settlements in the Empire.® 

A perfectly methodical system may be traced in the Roman policy of ex- 
pansion; a preliminary colonization by laying out imperial domains and settling 
small farmers on them, followed by a military occupation by means of a wider 
isposition o ttoops, a continual pushing forward of the Limes, an increase in 
e network of roads, and finally an extension of provincial administration and 
corporate organization, which completed the internal development.^ Thus in the 
^ century the Roman Limes was advanced to the right bank 

o the Mam ±e territory of the Limes being actually on the left bank. At approxi- 
mately equal intervals of about 15 kilometres small forts were built and garrisoned 
which served to protect the imperial frontier. In the neighbourhood of these 
ettlements of civilians {vtci) have been excavated, some of them of considerable 
size. ^ ese were for the most part camp villages (canabae), called into being by the 
material needs of the troops themselves.® In order to bring waste land! under 
^Itivation a law of Pertinax (192-3) gave permission for the occupation of 

fee rilbfj and fallow ground belonging to the state (the so-called 

ree right oi Bifang), and the land was given to the holders in perpetuity. More- 

ten years,® and then became hereditary 
en^ts of the land whici they had reclaimed, and were bound to keep under 
cultivation. Concrete illustrations of this development have been yielded by 

Rhineland, which have shown many different types 
of settlement, and gradations m the size of the properties held. Beside single 

un^ormin also larger settlements, and the former were by no means 

uniform in plan or execution.^^ There are villae rusticae which seem to indicate 
that their owners belonged to an upper stratum of the population comnarable 
at least to our yeomen-farmers ”; and there are also smaller faLs, shokng by their 
simphaty Aat they were not inhabited by great landed proprietors or by dtizens 
retiring a holiday resort, but by small farmers who cultivated their hid with a 
few servants Not a few of them may have been veterans from the neighbouring 
forts, who after long service there had received a small holding, in return for which 
foey were bound to give part of their produce to the fort and to be ready with their 

verTgrearin foe? of these must have been 

y great. In the Baden of to-day alone there must have been several hundred of 

^ Fabricms, op. dt., 8i. 

Pallmann, Geschichte der VolkeTwanderung (1863), i, 180 
® Mommsen, op. dt., 216. 

^ Fabridus, op. dt., 83. 

R6merl^fde?° 5t Verwaltungsgeschichte des rechtsrheinischen 

KoWes,” ArcU..fLr 
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The long and peaceful development of these frontier provinces under 
Roman rule gave rise to the requirements of a more refined culture, as may be 
seen in greater detail from the plan and interior equipment of these villas? 

Towards the end of the second century a definite change took place in the 
frontier situation.* As early as a.d. 162, the Chatti attacked Upper Germany and 
Rhstia ; and in the following decades waves of Germanic tribes broke farther 
and farther over the Roman frontier defences. Marcus Aurelius was still able to 
take the offensive vigorously against them, and won victories even on their own 
soil. After his time, however, the Romans restricted themselves more and more 
to defensive action. The Limes was strengthened, the number of forts increased 
and subject Germans who had settled on the frontier, the so-called dediticH, were 
attached to the army. Thus when the first attack of the Alemanni at the beginning 
of the third century (a.d. 213) made the danger more imminent, great fortifications 
were laid out. But by about the middle of the third century even these immense 
works could not withstand the fresh attack of the Germans. The Franks advanced 
towards the Rhine and the Alemanni into Upper Germany, breaking through these 
bulwarks of Roman rule. After the year a.d. 260 the right bank of the Rhine was 
lost to the Romans and finally won by the Germans. 

The gates were thus opened wide to a great flood of German invaders j 
and in many different ways. Some of the Germans conquered by the Romans had 
again been settled on the hinterland ; thus, Probus (a.d. 277) adopted this method 
in Britain,* Maximian at the end of the third century placed Franks in the territory 
of the Nervii and the Therii *; Diocletian (from 292-3 a.d.) settled Carpi and 
Bastarni in Thrace,® etc. With Diocletian the settlement of German colonists 
known as /aen was also begun in order to obtain soldiers, in return for a gift of 
lands in hereditary use.’ In the third century Germans reached the highest 
positions,® not only in the army but also in the administration of the Empire a 
process which grew continually, especially after the time of Constantine ®; and 
contemporaries were fully conscious of this very significant admixture. In the time 
of Gonstantius, at the end of the third century, we read in a contemporary 
source. In all the market places of Gallic towns there sat crowds of captive 
barbarians. They were distributed among the provincials, in order to build again 
toe places which perhaps they themselves had once laid waste. Nowadays the' 
Ghamavian and the Frisian ploughs for me ; that wandering robber now toils for 
me in toe filth of his calling, and brings cattle and corn to sell in my markets. 
He hurries to the recruiting oflfcer and desires to become a soldier.” Such coloniza¬ 
tion took place pardy in the North of France, in the districts of the Somme and 
toe Uise, partly in the region of Troyes, Langres, Dijon, and Autun.** 

It is a mistake to represent this powerful process of Germanization as coming 
rom above; it was not due to German conquests, or to the forcible subjection of 
Oman territory, nor did it occur for the first time when German states were 
oun e on Roman soil. The mixed Romano-German states which arose in the 


‘ Dra^do^^""" WBadens,” JV. HddelUrget Jahrh., viii, 264 (1898). 
' ‘ Pallmann, op. cit., i, 180. 

" V. Wietersheim-Dahn, op. cit i 10 ■ 

** V. Wieteraheim-Dahn, op. cit',’ i,’ 2^4. ^ Eumenes, Pan., iv, c. 8. 
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fifth century in Italy, Gaul, Spain, and Africa are only the climax of the great 
process wMch had begun long before the time of Caesar. It was built up from 
below on the broadest foundation. It began with the peasants of the colonate and 
the appearance of numerous Germans as lower house-servants ; it spread to the 
army, as constituted by the Emperor Severus, then reached the officers and officials 
and ended wiffi die consolidation of definite “ barbarian ” states in die midst of the 
Roman population. It should be noted how this penetration of the Roman 
provinces IS described in the accounts of Roman authors themselves. The Germans 
do not at first appear as conquerors, but in the subordinate position of servants, 
bor a long time the Romans felt themselves to be entirely the masters : hence the 
scorn with which they regarded the barhari. Even in the third century a Roman 
writer mumphantly reports that scarcely any region could be found without its 
captive Goth, and towards the end of the fourth century Synesius, Bishop of 
Cyrene, complains that there is hardly a household of means without a Goth or a 
ocytnian as cook or house-servant, butler or steward.^ 

Thus the Germans did not come into contact with the Romans simply as 
enemies and opponents, (except on the frontier which they were threatening) or 
merdy as traders to exchange their produces in the Limes. Not only did they enter 
the Roman army as soldiers, later to become veterans provided with land and 
settled within the district of the Limes-, not only were they admitted into the 
Roman admmstration; but at the same time, or even earlier, they were able to find 
countless small openings in domestic and agricultural life in which they were 
employed m canying out the usual routine of daily work. One of the most 
mportant internal problems of the far-flung Roman Empire in its decline was as 
IS well known, a great scarcity of manual labour. The employment of slaves 
owever numerous, was not sufficient for the increased demands of Rome’s 

SedT?f especially the case since the number of large 

landed estates (latifimdtae) had diminished, except in Africa, and fiscal intereste 
as wel as ffiose of private Wng, furthered the development of small holdings on 
the colonate system .3 In this economic and social crisis, welcome help was SZ 

espe^allyt?ffiTr'^^° ^“^^ed to the Roman statef and 

if Ae Germans. They were used not only to protect the Empire when 

manual^r “eet the demand within th? state for 

manual labour—in the country for agriculture and in the towns for industry and 

ommerce. Romans and Germans did not merely meet casually on their froLers 
products; they lived near and with one another, in continual co¬ 
operation in a conmon economic activity. Thus it was possible over a long period 
mia Z Germans to study Roman civilization and technique at close 

quarters, and to acquire it for themselves. In view of this developn^ent it is not 

nthe capital German manners and customs became fashionable ’’ at the bemnnino- 

( 397 - 4.0 was obUgS .ofSh 
tteee edicts against the rapid increase of German fashions, forbidding the wearing 

bfrSSa^ •"<! ‘»4 h* in to 

= op. cit., i, 178, note (. 

1 the research of Rostowzer^n, op. cip 

zad of tAe IFestern 
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German influence was also clearly seen in Gallo-Roman sculpture One of 
the finest students of late Roman civilization, who bases his work on his own 
numerous excavations, has shown with nice discrimination that in the monuments 
of the time the peculiarities of Rhenish culture are clearly marked, and annear 
most naturalisncal y especially on Ae tombstones^ Apart from the official art 
which IS alike in all the provinces, pieces of sculpture are found which were made 
for private requirements, based on the ideas of the men who ordered them and 
carved to suit those local demands. This is especially evident in the inteSr 
of a province, where the native population was shut in and so became the predom¬ 
inating influence; the artistic monuments are the expression of their natural 
peimliarities, their opinions, and their interests, and “ under the cover of Roman 
technique Celtic-Germanic characteristics break through everywhere.” The most 
typical feature is to be found in the scenes from everyday life, which occur in 

Elf"® “ realistic and faithful detail the inhabitants of the 

Moselle region in afi Jeir occupations. These scenes are purely local and are 

SiITr Nothing like them is found in other provinces 

of the Roman Enipire. They are strongly individual in character, peculiar Specially 
iSh smallest details and their pleasure in the representation Sf daily 

1 A the typical formal art of Rome, this Gallo-German art 

already shows something of those peculiarities which later distinguish the art of 
Germany and the Netherlands from that of Italy.” 

Thus we see a juxtaposition of imperial Roman and Gallo-German art and at 
Aesametime, a gradual transition from one to the other. These conclusions are also 

theSdtr important and numerous excavations made during 

Je last decades m the frontier districts of the Limes. They testify that earlief 
scholars were mistaken, or at least extremely biased, in assuming that these 
barbarian peoples destroyed all Roman culture and completely demofished the 

Sn 1 ™ ^ compleS extermina! 

Ildd K certainly true that “ undermined towers and gates walls > 

slainT^ scattered weapons, and the bLes’of the 

slam bear witness to the desperate resistance of the defenders ” ^; but we mS5 

Sfer?cSrs ToT ^om these facts which was common among 

farmer and proceed! 

and S’tSl! r surer evidence both of the earlier Roman 

and of the later Germanic periods, so the chasm which used apparently to ™ 

and over great stretches of territory tK^ 

j continuous cultural development took place, for instance in Hessen 

Start X.O Lower M;in.3 TrAiemanntand 

and the well-to-dcr moL^t^ territories, were “ not gentle ” with the inhabitants, 

lands • but the noor^r certainly have lost their homes and 

Sis movtd not onlf^ I’ in the country. 

y y the peculiar characteristics of the Roman cremation 

Ronwrhmsdl^'^’” .^Krl^schai Getmaniens nadl dm Untergang der 

602 ff. f'^r das Grossheriogtum Hessen, new edit., i, 
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graves, for example, near the fort in Gross-Krotzenburg (above Hanau),^ but 
also by discoveries of coins and tools, and above all by the lay-out of the modern 
village streets, house-sites, ploughed lands, and field-paths, which was obviously 
determined by that of the streets of the Roman camp-village, and is identical 
with them. Moreover, the same land which was once covered by the Roman 
camp-village is still government property. It can be proved that the modern 
dornain ^as given by the king in Carolingian times from the crown possessions 
to the church, and that it came back to the government again at the dissolution 
of the monasteries. When the Main territory was conquered by the Franks 
under^Clovis (c. a.d. 500) these old Roman posts were claimed as crown land. 
The Frankish kings were the legal successors of the chiefs of the Alemanni. 
It seems probable that at the time of the conquest the latter had appropriated 
property to themselves. This happy combination of facts 
enabled Georg Wolff to give a greater historical value to the results of his excava- 
aons, wim important consequences. He himself, for instance, gained new 
help for his succeeding researches, and his discoveries caused other workers to 
proceed with similar investigation of various other Roman sites, and so to com¬ 
plete the proof of his theories.® 


, It IS important to notice the general conclusions which have been drawn 
V ^^l^timacher from the results of a number of separate excavations on the 
right bank of the Rhine, from Basel to Mainz. It appears that the earlier theories, 
which represented the whole plain of the Rhine as a swamp, were wrong, and 
that even in prehistoric times it was widely cultivated and settled. A considerable 
breaking up and clearance of the surrounding land for the purpose of tillage 
bad already taken place, so that successive tribes again and again made use of 
their predecessors work. In general Schumacher comes to the following impor¬ 
tant conclusion: “Even during the so-called Age of Migration there was no 
essentid change in the choice of places for settlement, a fact which is proved 
beyond a doubt by recent excavations, especially by the discovery of a great 
number of long barrows. It is true that the discoveries show the Aleimnni 
and hra^s to have penetrated, here and there, farther into the mountains, and 
settled more thickly in the lowlands of the Rhine, but in the plain 
ot the Rhine itself they everywhere appropriated the fields which had been 
cu ovated by the Romans and their predecessors, and erected their simple log 
and ^ttle huts close to Aem, even though they hated the urban mode of settle- 
Romans. Though doubt may be thrown on Ammianus’ remark 
that_the farmhouses of the Alemanni in the lower Rhine valley were built in 
the Roman fashion (17, i), yet it is clear, both from literary accounts and from 
excavatmns, that on the nght plain of the Rhine, where, owing to the protection 
ot the Roman fortresses 011 the left bank, Roman authority was able to make 
a stand tor a while even when the Limes was lost, Alemannic civilization was 
in closer contact than elsewhere with that of Rome, and thus continuity of 
population was secured. And almost all the above-mentioned sites of pre- 
Roman, Roman, and Alemannic-Frankish times (of which a detailed list is given 
y bchumacher) are also mentioned in early medieval sources as places of 


^ See German edit., 107 £ 
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human occupation, and on most of them villages and towns exist to this 

For Baden Albert Krieger’s excellent Topographical Dictionary (1898) is 
a reliable basis for research, as the historical, and especially the documentar^ 
references for each place are given. In the same way, in all the other cTrS 
districts concerned, the examination of individual sites has , 

*e of G WoB .od K. Sch„„ach» ?“o«“Jd'r TSnS 

application. Indeed, it is now possible to uphold with more assurance mu 2 
whiA was Aen only conjecture. For example, as regards the land round Ae 
Neckar, E. Fabricius has proved Aat Ae district of Sumelocenna CRottenburn'i 
was an imperial domain {sahus) of considerable extent at least until the Sddle 
of Ae second century a.d.^^ In Ae end it was a civitas, an independent com! 
munity of cinzens. Thus, even wiAout picturing the seizure of Roman soil 
by the Germans as Ae savage robbery which it was formerly (and by some 
scholars quite recently) considered to be, we see that it was possible during 
Ae Alemanmc conquest for the imperial domains to be appropriated brS 
d^es or leaders of the German tribes, wiAout detriment to the rights of 
persons. _ A ArAer piece of evidence may be added, which so far harbeen 
eking m Wolffs Aeories. The documentary evidence for Aese distrief? 
really begins wiA Ae Carolingian period j and about Ae middle of Ae dS 

Dua 7 Charlemagne, extensive confiscations took place in^he 
Duchy of Alem^nia, by which ancient ducal property was transferred to Aa 

too, Ae existing system of roads corresponds in plan and direction with the’ 

™ ■" ““y “-ker pW .X S-t 

It is not, however, only in Ae tribal territory of Ae Alemanni that Aa 

Ando-S^oTAel^ ’ conquered by Ae 

‘ ^ fa. 

^<^in^ ^ojah^gen FesSlhr^t'{^^^^ rechtrheimschen Rheintales zwischen Basel und Mainz/’ 42, 

note 2. ^ der Karolinge^ 

in thj and the same author 

, See Germ^ edit., lu £ 

J^ie Gresshufen der Nordgermanen, 23. 
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documents, were already in ejdstence at the end of the fourth century when 
me migrations were just coming to ,an end; and that from then until the 
Carolmgian period no significant increase in the development of the land had 
taken place. At the ^me time Johannes Hoops expressed the opinion, with 
reference to Jutland, Denmark, and the territory between the Weser and the 
Elbe, that me great majority of me places mentioned in documents of the 
sevenm and eighth cenmnes, when literary evidence begins, go back to prehistoric 
tones. Recent excavations have proved mat Westphalia, especially round 

fo™'' 'My in 

innsts.! in West Hanover and also along tlie Lippe. 

In mis connection me investigations which Langewiesche conducted into 
erman settlements m Norm-West Germany between the Rhine and me Weser 
are especially woithy of attention.^ He tried to explain the irdAet? of Germany’ 
geographer Ptolemy, and based his identifications not only 
nguistic evidence but also, more especially, on excavations and finds of the 

Es of ”ead m Soest discovery of Roman 

nfm.R ^ ^ Ti investigate more closely me question 

wih tboTr ' fT r be identified 

ml P ^ Aliso is on me Upper L ppe 

rneMelibomsmountamsarenotmeHarz butme Teutoburg forest. Fort PheuearE 

He ir? Oberaden, and Bogadion S identical wim Haftern 

He also mvesngated me Weser fort Tulisurgium: near Hoxter (on the wS' 

Ptolemv’s a ^ 4 p ^ ^°^gty opposed to mose writers who entirely reject 

fntilT 1 differ as to the identic 5 

thf '“MIy be granMd that these districts beroeen 

wassoionSTquTshS'bSSmtnr""'' the WeseJ, which 

mav be “™Pl= characteristic of North-West Getmanv 

Dt^t?'ra,as''„r^2Tarfcrt„ttf -- 

a c^rie of R„„aa .t,.re.^it: ^ToS -f 

^ Walihaime imd Kidturpflanim, yzc,. ^ 

’ ‘‘vfL t t“ Bunde. i. JT., 1909-1910. 

• Op“ “ i™""" “dv, a 

*5: w-- p»i-» of 

7 78 (1919): Cf. Gen^. edit.', °T, f ^ "9 

op. cit., 189 £“488^®®“’ Bomier Jahriucher, dv, 157 (1899). Also E. Norden, 
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Werden had a large estate there, derived chiefly from royal gifts ; it is also 
described as contributing to the fiscus.^ Note that towards the end of the eighth 
century the monastery lay quite near the Frankish-Saxon boundary in the valley 
of the Ruhr, in the seclusion necessary for its purpose. Then Charles the Great 
finding it important to promote the power of the church in West Saxony, presented 
it with the royal estate of Friemersheim near the junction of the Ruhr and the 
Rhine, and thus a connection with the Frankish hinterland was effected.^ Here 
too, therefore, early Germanic cultural development is linked with that of Rome 
and is by no means a completely new phenomenon. Thus in North- 
West Germany, likewise, research, so far as it has gone, shows in general 
a continuity of settlement similar to that found in the Main region of Hessen 
and in the Neckar district. 

Archeological research, and especially excavation, apart from the direct 
and immediate information obtained from them, advance our knowledge in a 
more general and less direct manner, helping us to give proper consideration 
to other factors, especially to place-names, which serve as guides in studying 
the history of settlement. Place-names have long been used to throw light 
on Aose early periods, of which so far no records have been discovered.^ Names 
ending in -wei/ and -weikr correspond to the Romn vi// and vi/Zare. They 
used to be ascribed to the Alemanni and were considered a distinguishing charac¬ 
teristic of their settlements, found in no other German tribe.* This opinion 
prevailed for some time, and was used by a number of scholars as their chief 
means of determining the extent and expansion of the Alemannic settlements. 
Gradually, however, a more correct interpretation of this group of local names 
was made possible by a closer examination of other settlement districts.® In 
1891 archeological research demonstrated that most places with names ending 
in -weihr had been non-military Roman settlements, showing that there was 
a certain continuity between the Roman and early medieval settlements.® Witte’s 
demonstration that in the district of place-names ending in -weiler Romance 
field-names survived until the late Middle Ages, even in regions which remained 
completely German, put the connection with Roman settlements beyond a doubt.’ 
He showed further that these places owe their origin to a Romano-Celtic 
population. 

Karl Weller in his researches into the history of settlements in Wurttemberg,® 
the centre of Alemannic colonization, emphasized the fact that the ending -weiler 
goes back to the days of Roman civilization, pointing out that this borrowed 
word confirms the connection between Roman and German colonization, especially 
as Roman settlements can be proved to have existed in many places which have 
mat ending. The frequency of these place-names in Alemannic territory may 
e explained by the fact that the Alemanni were the first to take possession of 


Cf. R. Kotzschke, Rheinische tJrbare, ii, 15 £ 

Ibid., preface, p. xiii f£ 

® W. Arnold, Ansiedlungen und Wanderungen deutscher Stdmme (187O, 

* Up. cit., 164. V J 

® C£ German edit., nj £ 

^ X, Sp. 132. Cf. also his remarks in 1895, Quartalbl. 

2 GrossheTiogtum Hessen, new edit., i, 607. 
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much of the earlier Roman territory. But the word might just as well have 
been taken over by any other German tribe. Weller thinks that the Alemanni 
kept the names at first for the remnants of Roman farmsteads, probably when 
they used the Roman settlement for their own dwellings or built their houses 
on its ruins, then the word was transferred to those Alemannic settlements 
in which the houses were more carefully built according to the Roman style 
(i.e. with a stone foundation), or in which the buildings were better arranged 
after the Roman model, with the farm-buildings separate from the dwelling-house. 
The Alemanni aimed above all at occupying not waste forest-land, but the well- 
cultivated fields of the Romans.i The Roman frontier wall represented an 
important halting-place in the history of colonization, in that the territory on 
its farther side, even where the arable land was excellent, as, for example, the 
Hohenloher plain, was in general not densely settled until later, in the age of 
the great manorial estates. ® 

_ Weller now put forward the view that place-names ending in -wei/er began 
)ust after the Frankish immigration, that with the spread of manorial conditions 
they gradually came from the west over the Rhine, ^ and were therefore a sim 
of mcreasmg cultivation of the land, especially in the case of the hilly districts 
which were settled oMy by degrees. He also attacks Witte’s theory that places 
OTdmg in -wei/er in German-speaking districts owe their origin to a Romano- 
Celtic population. However, he has produced no evidence against it. The 
fact that place-names in -wezUr are found for the first time in Frankish 

Ltri? W n drastic conclusions 

r r die preceding period of the third 

to the eighth century, any comparable body of records, from the silence of which 
we cou rea y confirm the theory that these place-names terminating in -wei/er 
did not exist ? As elsewhere, such places may have been in existence for a 

for landowners to mention them 
to i I f ^f ^ Frankish period, when they were presented 

If k churches or monasteries, or when laymen obtained lands there. 

Jt IS essennal to-day to be very cautious in the use of the testimonium ex silentio. 
for ^ we possess are only a fragment of what formerly existed; 

Slff those of the richly endowed Swabian abbey of Reichenau are com- 
pletely lost and Ae charters of Lorsch have largely perished, especially tho^e 
Sri ^2 ^t^ons in the early Frankish period. A continuous sLes of 
recorj does not properly begin until the time of Charles the Great; but it is 
fbp f assume that anything which comes to our notice for 

in eidstencTbSore" '^^® way was not 

^ was called after an actual person 

Sd Sslb2 ®r"“®’ diat the town or village 

diatiw, T- fdme.« In Wiirttemberg it has been provfd 
longtoSf f cultivation are also those where prehistoric 

long barrows (Redengraier) have been excavated.* O. Behaghel has recently 
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shown the continuity of -weiler places in general from Roman times • by a 
comprehensive and detailed research into all German districts where th^e are 
place-names ending in -weiler, or having weil as any part of them, he has been 
able to prove that the great majority of them had been in Roman occupation 
and^ that in not a few of the rest such occupation could be assumed from their 
position and from the course of Roman roads, as we now know it. Such 
names most commonly occur in the neighbourhood of Roman forts and o{ Limes 
but they are also found beyond the latter, and to some extent under its protection! 
They are specially numerous in Lorraine and Alsace, Baden, Switzerland, and 
Wiirttemberg, and also occur as far away as Hessen and Bavaria. The farther 
we go north and east, away from the main centres of Roman power, the fewer 
we lind.^ 

Thus places ending in -weiler are connected with Roman settlements, whether 
Roman provincials or Romano-Celtic people once owned land and lived in villae 
mere, or whether retired soldiers (among them many Germans who had entered 
Roman service) had received holdings in tlie frontier territory, or, finally, whether 
new German settlements arose on soil cultivated in the Roman period and the sufBx 
-w/ 7 er, meaning “place of settlement”, was simply added to the names of 
these Germans. 


A very interesting fact has been pointed out by Miedel for the district of 
Freiburg i. Br.® Place-names with Walch- as the first component are closely 
connected with those ending in -weiler ; he was able to quote about sixty of these. 
Sonm of these are themselves old places in -weiler ; others lie in the neighbourhood 
of these. This makes the connection with Roman settlement and population 
snll clearer. Behaghel formulated the results of his researches thus: “ The 
old places in -weiler illustrate the sway of three peoples dwelling there after 
one another and with one another: the original founders, the Romans; the 
ater ml^s, the Germans ; and the smaller Romano-Celtic people living round 
them. Swiss evidence, too, provided him with the important point tliat place- 
names which indicate clearings, or water and marsh, are never found in connection 
with places ending in -weiler. It could obviously be no pleasure to the Roman 
veteran to settle in marshes or to clear primeval forest.* 

The results of Behaghel’s researches have been confirmed and supplemented 
from other parts of Germany.® Recently K. Schumacher has dealt in general 
with the -weiler names in West Germany.® They are found there “ in great 
numbers oft the Roman roads on small rivers and brooks^ where very many 
Oman villae rusticae have also been discovered either close by, or not far away. 
Ihey are therefore agriculmral settlements, the inhabitants of which continued 
to look after the fields or the Roman farmhouses, and which were situated either 
in same place or near the ruins of Roman settlements. Excavations lead 
to the conclusion that the Gallo-Roman population remained there. Some of 
ese p aces are Roman settlements, others are new German settlements near 
a attracted by the favourable situation and the agriculture of the Romans.” 

Kesearch, which had at first dealt mainly with the mountainous south-west of 


! “^'h^eutschen Weilerorte", IVorter unj SacAen, ii, 42 ff. (1910). 
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Germany, the old imperial land, thus gains depth and certainty by being extended 
to a inore northerly and flatter district. In general these place-names ending 
m -weiler are an important aid to the understanding of the relation between the 
Roman ^d the early German settlements. It has also been noticed that in 
Wiirttemberg later crown lands are found on the site of ancient Roman settlements 
as tor example in Heilbronn and Lauffen. ’ 

_ When we go farther east, Rhstia, and especially the Tyrol, are peculiarly 
mteresung. Earlier scholars considered that there, too, the incursions of the 
German barbarians had played a very important part, and assumed that 
me earlier civilization had been for the most part destroyed by them. But the 
arther research advances, the more obvious it becomes that Rhaetia was strongly 
omanized. In the most remote Alpine valleys, and up to comparatively high 
mountain pasmres, traces of Roman settlements are to be found even to-day 
and It IS the same in Eastern Switzerland. Not only is Romanization noticeable 
in he inneimost yalleys of Graubunden, but obvious remains of it are found also 
in ancient Switzerland, i.e. the Waldstatte.i Historians and philologists have 
recently investigated the interesting question of why Romanization should have 
endured so tenaciously in these Alpine districts, while traces of it do not appear 

fliT ^ m neighbouring Noricum, which was once just as 

thoroughly Romanized. It has been shown, however, that Rhstia became very 
tinder the Empire, and that Rome valued its continued possession 

Lmnli. r numerous destructive 

mpaigns which the Germans are supposed to have made through Tyrolese 

Mptia to Italy, hardly one can be proved for certain, so that the northern 
plain was laid waste much less frequently and completely by barbarian inroads 
thrnonT?^ supposed,” and “ therefore in tlie mountainous part of the province 
did 11 senously diminished, and depopulation in the flat country 

ceZdes wS fn immigrating barbarians in the flfth and sixth 

tSnoS somh af / accom^ished by violence, and in the moun- 

SrbarLnriJnt ^ere was none. Quietly and with little bloodshed the 

all f£t ? possession of the unowned or hitherto unsettled districts, and 
all that Aey demanded in addition from the Roman provincials among whom 
they settled was the lordship over the whole land, and the RorJaTprovi^aT 
gcustomed for so long to foreign rule, were neither able nor anxious to refuse 

conclusions, but they have recently been supple- 

“crease in the Romanization of this mountain territory by causing 
umerous Roman provinaals to flee from the less protected Alpine^ foreland 
sptd ^ tnounlmns. It can be assumed that in early times German and Roman 
fSf intermingled.® Where the first Baiuvarian attacks 

, as m the Inn valley, Roman peoples for a long time held their ground right 

2 der ScAwei^er Eidgenossenschaft (iSoi), it 

T. Egger, 0«err. GsfcA., 90 (1901). t'A ij- 
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and left in the remote recesses of the mountains.^ But even in districts where 
there was a considerable German immigration, as for example round Bruneck 
in the Puster valley, small Roman enclaves remained on all sides.^ Moreover 
this German immigration was quite peaceful. Even in the Upper Pinzffau 
scattered Romance farm-names are found, often in the best positions. AnoAer 
important piece of evidence is the fact that in South Tyrol, Germans, perhaps 
ot East German origin, had settled even before the Baiuvari and Lombards ^ 
Odoacer must have sent a considerable number of his East German mercenaries 
into these frontier provinces to protect them.* The German-speaking areas 
m tlm Etsch valley in Southern Tyrol, which are not found in South-West Tyrol 
the Ogho valley, and Veltlin, can only be explained by the presence of German 
colonists, who were brought there by German conquerors. There were no 
enclosed settlements, but German and Romance peoples probably lived side bv 
r ^ besides the purely German districts there must have been a zone 

of mixed^lanpages or peoples, as the case may be, which began with the migra- 
tions. 1 he so-called Sprachinseln or language pockets of South Tyrol are 
simply the last remains of this zone of mixed language, which once included 
the most important districts of Tyrol.” The farther the German enclaves lay 
u 1 ? u • territory, the less able were the German colonists to 

hold their ground against the surrounding Romance inhabitants : but their 
origins go back to the age of migration. 

In this connection it should be mentioned that in the Tyrol also a continuity 
of settlement can be proved. This is no place for a discussion of either the 

the Romans 

ad to fight for the possession of the land, or the equally controversial question 
as to whether certain place-names are of Etruscan or Illyrian origin, and dierefore 
point to a settlement before the Romans came. These points are considered 
in detail in the excellent work of Friedrich Stolz.’ It will suffice here to refer 
to the prehistoric excavations along the Roman roads in the Tyrol. These lie 
not only on ffie great highways, which were used naturally from the earliest time, 
such as the Brenner road, or the lines of the Inn, or the Drav, but also along 
smaller side-roads such as the route running from Hall in the Inn Valley past 
Lans and Sistrans (in the Mittelgebirge) to Matrei on the Brenner, or in the Etsch 
valley between Meran and Bozen, or in the Vintsch district near Glurns, etc.^ 
is notable that, in the mountain pasmres above the valley, graves are often 
found ™th remains daring from the age of die migmtions, in *e very places 
which were already settled in the prehistoric period.^ ^ 

forela?7 brought US to Bavaria. This important Alpine 

in tbp 1 h ^ ^ Romans ruled as far as the Danube, was intensively settled 

in the late Roman period, as is shown by the evidence of roads, inscriptions, coins, 

CioiS) ’ff Karwendelgebietes.”, Oieriayer, Archiv ki 

& Besiedelung der HochgebiSstaler,” Zeitschr^^d! 
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etc., brought to light by recent excavations.^ We have seen that there was 
already a strong admixture of German population in the Danube country when 
the Romans began their conquering expedition from the direction of the Bodensee 

Roman rule many thousands of barbarians were 
settled as half-free people m the frontier provinces, and were used as soldiers, 

ete^Tn (276-282).^ Moreover, we know that 

_ m^e Emperor Trajan s time there was a peaceful intercourse here with 
various German tribes j the Hermunduri were allowed to trade freely on Roman 
territory especially m the markets of Augsburg, the capital of Rhatia II.^ Here 

orwhTch^n^^ ^ German archeology have provided a firm foundation 

on which new conclusions may be based. Early German long barrows were 

ioltld^lS' precisely there thereTe 

occunation * themountam side {Hochacker), or traces of Roman 

anT R nmtn . kept to the districts cultivated in pre-Roman 

tlr^sTund ^ Moreover, 

Hem ton R ^eld-name on estates where Roman settlements can be proved.® 

into’the GeitTpeltT 

rnavaktt'tm'TtT"'' ^7 ^e continuity of cultural development in Bavaria 
with the Roman^?^ earliest Christianization is clearly connected 

of the church missfons which provided a channel for the progress and expansion 
have shown ? confirmed by later excavations, which 

oX in X l ^ archffiologi^l connection in various places, and that not 
only m the larger towns; we shall deal with these later. Christian chSchL 

in Bavaria vielH im Patron saints of the oldest churches and chapels 

He shows that SaS ^ material for the advancement of historical knowledge, 
were origi Roian ^ °P<^hurches whfch 

which are known ST, r ^ ^ important places, 

Roman roadj or yiel^g" RomTTmaTs of 

«<. sb f 
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‘ German edit., 

ibid.,^75. ’ ■^‘U'ernj, vols. xiv and XV, 155 ; H. Arnold, 

Miinchen, 1885, 13 

**■ fS;”""’ ■»<■«; «f- ■!» 

ftr Altbayems aICKites Kirchenwesea," 


64 EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 


early Frankish period. Here the famous salt-springs of Reichenhall merit special 
consideration; they were already working in pre-Roman times, in tlie Roman 
period they were imperial domains, then ownerless, and finally ducal domains.^ 
Investigation of the Carolingian royal palaces in old Bavaria has shown that, in 
most cases, ducal residences of the Agilolfing family had already existed there 
in pre-Carolingian times.® We can, however, trace a connection even farther 
hack, it is notable that on all these palace sites there had been Roman settle¬ 
ments. This is well known in the case of the towns of Regensburg, Ingolstadt 
and Ulm ; but even in places which are of no importance to-day, such as Ranshofen 
and Ostermieting, Osterhofen (Alt-)Otting, Aibling and Mattighofen, Roman 
remains have been excavated. An earlier pre-Carolingian settlement can now 
be proved for the palace of Forchheim in Oberfranken, since, in a circular wall 
near Kirchehrenbach (in the Forchheim district), a bronze girdle-ornament of 
the fifth or sixth century has been found, made on a Roman pattern in a German 
workshop.® Another example is provided by Staffelsee in Upper Bavaria; 
the famous Exempla hrevium ad describendas res ecclesiasticas et fiscales of the 
early Carolingian period contains a survey of fiscal property there,^ and in the 
Roman period the road from Partenkirchen (Partanum) to Augsburg ran past 
it ^; numerous coins have been discovered. It is probable that something 
similar is also true of Neuburg on the Danube, where Roman defensive works 
have been found. It is mentioned at tlie beginning of the fifth century (i.e. after 
the so-called migration era) in the Tabula Peutingeriana; and, on the other 
hand, royal property, originating from ducal possessions, existed there in 938.® 
Thus it is probable that in these lands taken from the Romans in Bavaria, 
RS on the Main and in Wurttemberg, the domains were first taken over by the 
Germanic war chiefs and were then transferred to the dukes or kings. 

The next district to be considered is Noricum. It was especially strongly 
Romanized under the Roman Empire — an outpost of Italy, to quote 
Th. Mommsen,^ and the Germans were in constant touch with the Romans 
there from the second century. In the second half of that century the Romans 
crossed the Danube into the territory of the Marcomanni and Quadi, and built 
forts. Ambassadors from the German peoples complained to the Emperor 
that the Roman garrison hindered them in their stock-raising, tillage, and other 
peaceful occupations.^ In spite of the long war, the Marcomanni promised, 
on the conclusion of peace, to deliver a fixed amount of corn annually to the 
Romans, and the Quadi similarly paid in cattle and horses.^® 

The Romans remained until the second half of the fifth century. A 
biography of St. Severinus describes the collapse of Roman rule on the Danube 
and the advancing flood of Germanic peoples, and the account there given has 
been used by scholars not only for information as to the retreat of the Romans 


2 Cf. V. Chlingensperg, Vas Grdherfeld von Reichenhall In Oberhayern (1890), loi. 

(1904) ^sp arolingische Pfalzen in Altbayern.''^ Forschungen {ur Geschichte Bayernsy xii, 234 

I mentioned see German edit., i^, 132, n. 153-8. 

I 64 ff (1912) * remarks in Wirtschaftsentwicklung der Karolingerieity 

\ rf I, 38, note 3, and F. Weber, op. cit., xiv, 9, note to. 

it/a7i9i3-T4)’. Gesdiichte von Neuberg a.D,,” Althayerische 

» t?'j * Cassius Dio, boci, 20. 

Ibid., bmi, 2. 10 aid., Ixxi, ii. 
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from Noricum, but also as a proof of the theory of destruction. Here the destruc¬ 
tion of an old civilization by the barbarians seemed to be clearly visible: and 
e latest investigation into place-names quotes the statement that all Romans 
were sent to Italy in 488 by order of Odoacer, as a proof that no remnant of 
Aem can have been left in the country.^ But it is impossible not to feel grave 
doubts about the evidence of Ae Vita on this question. Its reliability is suspect 
for three reasons. First, it is not a contemporary account, but was written 
rnore than a generation after the events which it describes, at the beginning 
of the sixth century, when the loss of this Roman province was complete and 
was still an impressive and painful event in the eyes of contemporaries. 

reliability of the account still 
more doubtful. He was a certain Eugippius, a pupil of Severinus, who wrote 
t in his old age, not from personal knowledge but from the accounts of other 
h^fsay, and he lived in the south of Italy, near Naples, far 
m the boundaries of Ae Empire. Thirdly, and most important of all, the 

^ ^ true Roman feeling 

and bought, seeing the Germans only as “ barbarians he is, moreover, a priest 
nd thus necessari y hostile to these Aryan heretics! He could have had no other 
view of them and may have written in all good faith. He had obtained his 
and^'thf^ defeated side, which had had to give up ancient possessions; 
and the mood_ reflected in the Vita is that of a retreat .3 The positive aspects 
of Geman activity in those lost and distant lands had no interest for Eugippius • 
how should he have concerned himself with them Therefore “ ruin and des^! 
aon were bound to be the recurring motif in the life of a man who had himself 
attempted the hopeless task of defending Roman Catholic institutions. 

.n is not a source on which far-reaching conclusions 

as to barbanan destructiveness can be based. When Eugippius says that all 

£ving alf ™ sent away from Ae province, after 

having ah (umverst) been collected together,* his description is not necessarilv 
accurate, m spite of his gift for observation and his love of truth.® Are we then 

LTeS,;;; provindals found in 

of the/nSrr y immigrants, and that the Roman people 

/ f Salzburg were not so much Norici who had remained 

behind as Rh^ti who had immigrated « To begin with a satisfactorv 
non IS mquired as to why the Rhsti in the sixth or seventh century should have 
^grated to Noricum rather Aan elsewhere. For if the reason w 2 the adv^i: 
th Tt why did the Rhasti not retreat to their kinsmen in Italy as 

the Romance people of Noricum did ? Is it really at all probable that thev 

suc^^eded in spreading 

from tbncA rl- ’ °A Germans were steadily advancing 

from those directions.? At the end of the sixth century the Baiuvari had 

ready pressed forward over the Brenner to Bozen and into the Puster vallev 
A^X^t^rSmt^ Southern Slavs who had come thus far from the south-eas^! 

5 r even earlier, the Lombards were also coming from the 
^ See German edit., 13^ £ 

J. Stmadt is of this opinion. 

See German edit,, i^, 136. 
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Kugiland, u. even 

Even if we admit that the designation “ Walch ”, “ Walsch ” did not i 
to Roman peoples alone, but also to any foreign immigrants ^ so that its ^ 

IS not too restricted and so that Walch may perhaS OTent at oS R 
proper name, Ualho, and the place designation Walchen mean “ 
to Ae c an of a Walaho we Led not Entirely gRe up thrasLmD& 
m the place-names in Walch we have a trace of old Roman settleS itl 
certainly necessary to discriminate carefully and, as in all investigations of nlaL 
names, to pay special attention to the date of the recordT a^ Jp I ^P , 

u ggau on the Saal, which is identical with the “ Wals ” wp^t u 

irnmmm 

^™“raSie ''"“A 

places are ^ 

there occur not only place-names endint ^ -n t ^ 

s7= “ cha;SHsdc“'frL1"t”gir§ 

ending ,Lin, del4°“ ite t 

sL"ifKraVsi‘s.?“*“- 

say. a^d'thlTc,“dS archaeology has its 

no.o„lyHaih„gh„.d..A„eLe5tScfijtd'So^di^^^^^ 

» ^“dtf Ind. Amonis, 23. 

! UB., i, 8, note 36. 

Ibid, 1, ij, note 32. 
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» ■’ 9. note 48 ); Weilkirdien (ibid, i, X2, note 9). 

“ S. Riezler, Sh^-Ber. Jer iajerischen Akademk, ii, 14, (1909). 
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^ (near Bergheim), and the district of Reichenhall 
mphasiled A^t th^ Jon surprising fact has already been 

“ mscription of about the second or third century: showiS 
that ^ttlements already existed there at that time.^ ^ ® 

those endinsTn^-^W Roman place-names and 

of thp f-nA of earliest documentary records 

in the earliest autheLc Salzburg LrEes e;peSlltTnTe 

K. Sch„™d.«ts l™ ^ove. 

LfSSS f””"'””’ ** “<> »Wv, fcfSrAlettS 

view f 

through it all already stands out more and Lre iLJe^ivdv ‘"xr 
no quesuon of a complete breach with th= d There can fee 

have disappeared or ^ed™* ilo-gb i, may 

obse^dotmrbetSi: £rd 1T “f »Ppie»e„m,y 

“dlLfri.olo|S'g“ ^ s 

Romatt tor.. TbeyTot &tldXtJ^rL^r^^^^^ 
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xi, ^ Sv^£ ’ ® Friedrich Kenir in 
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again with Constantine, after which they are consecutive. Georg Wolff has 
now suggested the possibility that the smaller coins carrying a low value (these 
being the only coins considered here) come down from the Gallo-Roman popula¬ 
tion, who remained in the frontier lands conquered by the Germans, and who 
used these coins in the reviving trade which was being peacefully carried on 
along the line of forts after the advance of the Germans into the territory of 
the Limes was over.^ Wolff based diis supposition chiefly on observations 
which he made during his excavations in the Main territory. A number of other 
scholars have made similar observations in other neighbouring districts which 
have confirmed his theory.^ We must of course be cautious in our judgments 
so long as there is no exhaustive collection and examination of our numismatic 
material. The collection in the Taunus proves that coins of the second half 
of the third century are not entirely absent; and this appears to be the case 
also in Bavaria. Although the numerous discoveries of Roman coins in Bavaria 
have not yet been examined from the point of view of their provenance, never¬ 
theless a similar phenomenon is sometimes found here also. There is a con¬ 
siderable gap in the second half of the third century (after 238), and the coins 
begin again with Constantine and continue through the fourth century. As it 
is in Swabian territory {Rhcztia secunda) that this fact has been established,^ 
it follows that there also the advance of the Alemanni caused no permanent 
interruption of the earlier conditions of civilization and of settlement. Moreover, 
it had already been shown that in the case of Swabia an interruption of this 
kind could not be deduced from the coins found there, and was indeed highly 
improbable.^ 

To this evidence may be added the great number of coins dug up near 
Pforring (on the Danube east of Ingolstadt in the direction of Regensburg), 
covering the period from Vespasian to Alexander Severus (a.d. 69-235).^ More¬ 
over, both barbarian Reihengrdher and the remains of Roman military fortresses 
have been discovered in Uberackern on the Salzach, while in the Kreuzlinden 
nearby, and in the Natterngraben near Aufhausen, coins of Constantine have 
been found.® Finally, there are the coins found near Torch (Laureacum), in 
the neighbourhood of Enns, which are likewise continuous up to the fourth 
century.^ Similarly, in the eastern frontierlands as far as Noricum, research 
has yielded results analogous with those obtained in the districts of the Rhine, 
Main, and Neckar, indicating a continuance of Roman settlement or, to be more 
exact, a commingling of early Germanic and late Roman colonization. 

Another concrete result in this connection is shown by the excavations 
of industrial products, tools, and household goods of all kinds. Above all, 
the pottery of that early period illustrates the nature of the transition. It is 
well known how highly developed and how widespread the provincial Roman 
pottery industry was in the first centuries of the Christian era,® how it was practised 


r, r Die Bevolkerung des rechtsrheinischen Germaniens nach dem Untergang der Rdmerherr- 
scnait,^ op. cit, 603 (1895), and “ Uber den Zusammenhang romischer und friihmittelalterlicher Kultur 
im Maimande, Emielfo^schungen uher Kunst- und Altertumsgegenstdnde Frankfurt a. Tkf., i, 14 (1908). 

3 Cf. F. Binhak, “ Romermiinzfunde in Raetia secunda,” Progr. des kgl. Gymnasiums Passau, 
1900-1, 10. 7 j > 

I Korr-Bl, xii, 140 (1893). » F. Weber, op. cit., xiv, 30. 

7 MitteiL der k. k. Zentralkommission, xi, p. Ixxii (1866). 

r. y. Kenner, i?OOT.Xrme.r in Osterreich {Numismatischer Anhang)^ vols. vii—xi (1006—1010). 
« For bibliography see German edit, i“, 144, n. 216. v / y ^ 
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by the native population, and sent its products to the Limes^ and even beyond. 
No doubt these pottery works may frequently have been brought to a standstill 
by the invasion of the Germans, indeed a complete stoppage may have been 
caused, as indicated by the fact that occasionally the excavations have brought 
to light unused stocks.^ Equally important and extremely significant is the 
fact that in numerous German graves there is a mixture of Roman and German 
objects, the latter showing unmistakable signs of the influence of Roman tech¬ 
nique.^ Recently the gradual transference of late Roman potteries to the Franks 
has been proved by means of evidence afforded by an early Frankish grave of 
the beginning of die sixth century in Biebrich.^ ‘‘ The Roman potteries were 
not destroyed but continued to work.’’ The changes demanded by the new 
owners took place quite gradually. 

The same is true of the late Roman and the early German masonry, which 
even experienced scholars often find it very difScult to distinguish.^ The artistic 
adornment of early Frankish pottery is also clearly derived from patterns in 
vogue in the Empire, and this is especially obvious in the so-called wheel-omamen- 
tation.^ It reappears usually about a.d. 300 and continues until the fifth century 
into the Alemannic or Merovingian-Frankish period, from which it was handed 
on to the Carolingians. In Schwarz-Rheindorf, near Bonn, proofs have been 
found of this continuity of pottery from Roman to Frankish times.® 

^e household utensils in daily use also deserve notice. The rich excava¬ 
tions in the Saalburg near Homburg vor der H5he brought to light a quantity 
of tools and other iron utensils, which are so like those still used in Western 
Germany that their Roman origin was doubted by many. They are at any rate 
quite different from the shapes usual in the same class of object in North and 
East Germany.^ The Roman keys excavated at Nida-Heddemheim are like the 
sliding locks which are customarily used to-day for house doors and garden 
gates in the Wetterau, and in the Alemannic or early Frankish graves at Sindlingen 
keys were found with the four-cornered handle characteristic of the later Middle 
Ages, whereas the shape of the key bits was clearly Roman. Finds in excavations 
of undoubtedly Roman sites at Florsheim produced identical examples.® 

A similar coincidence of the Roman and medieval utensils and tools used 
in the vine cultivation of the Rhine and Moselle districts has been shown in 
excavations at Cobern on the Moselle; wooden casks, vine-dressers’ and coopers’ 
tools, have come to light in company with coins of Hadrian’s period.^ The 
latest writer on Ae history of viticulture, Fr. Bassermann-Jordan, comes to the 
conclusion that “ the migrations by no means destroyed vine cultivation. The 
Alemanni simply took it over from the Romans, and they had been trained for 
k for more than a hundred years previously.^® Furthermore, the laws of the 
German tribes, recorded under the rule of the Merovingians, are valuable evidence 
that the Germans of the time entered into the inheritance of the Romans 


^ This was specially emphasized by O. Holder in Die Formen der romischen Tongefdsse dkssehs 
und jenseits der Alpen (1897). 

' See Ge^n edit, 14; f. 3 p. Putsch, G^rmama, v, 27 C1921). 

U. K Cramer, Der ob. german, ratische Limes,” Rom. germ. Studien, (1914), 49. 

‘ Geman edm, 146, n. 226 ^ e Alurt. unser. hetdn. Vor{eit, v^ i. 

R w? iri’ Romerkastell Saalburg bet Homburg v.d,H., 1897, 2 vols. 

® Ot. G-. Wolff, op. cit. 

Mr,alen d. Histor. 

'll ^ ^ (^91^)- Achelis, Bonn, Ibb,, cxxvi (1921), 64. 

Lreschichte des W einbaues unter hemnders Berucksichtigung der bayr. Pfal^y (i907)> 44 
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Finally, glass manufacture did not perish with the Romans, as was once 
thought, but continued, although with a coarser technique. Beads and other 
glass ornaments were used just as much as before.^ In this connection attention 
should be drawn to the remarkable researches of Alois Riegl into late Roman 
industrial art in Austria-Hungary, a particularly exposed part of the Roman 
Empire, where the barbarian inundations were very strongly felt. Taking the 
period from Constantine the Great to Charles the Great as a single whole ^ 
Riegl remarks that from the point of view of the history of art, it is “ extremely 
misleading ” to call it “ the age of the migrations ”. He emphasizes the fact 
that in this respect there was a continuity from the Roman Empire to Charles 
the Great,® and that an advance rather than a retrogression had taken place. 
Even where there was a coarsening of technique or a loss of artistic competence 
or where the previous Roman work seemed to have been destroyed, there are 
to be found transitional forms which are highly significant because they lead 
up to later modern forms.* This may be traced in detail.® Riegl is actually 
inclined to the theory that these objects were made for the German mercenaries 
by their Roman underlings, who understood and practised the Roman technique.® 
Thus research in the history of art has quite independently produced the same 
results as research in economic history.’’ 

Anthropological research has also been used in various quarters to support 
the theory of a continuity of cultural development. The physique of the inhabi¬ 
tants of certain districts in Bavaria, with their dark eyes and hair and olive com¬ 
plexion has led to the conlusion that in former Roman settlements a large part 
of the Gallo-Roman population remained.® Similarly, the inhabitants of the 
Main district and the Wetterau, specially near Gross-Krotzenburg, have been 
thought by G. Wolff to be survivals of the Gallo-Roman population.® 
K. Schumacher showed the same for the Odenwald in Baden,*® and F. Kauffmann 
in general for the old frontier territories between the Germans and the Romans, 
where the latter were called the “ hunen ”, i.e. the dark or black people.** Similar 
observations have also been made in the modem Tyrol, especially in the centre 
of the Etsch territory, where the human types, as well as the place-names in 
neighbouring valleys, show a clear distinction between the descendants of the 
German tribes and those which remind us of the Romans.*® Finally, traces of 
civilized peoples (Celts, Rhseti) have been observed in the physical 
peculiarities of the Salzburg people, a very brown type with dark hair and grey 
eyes, found also in the western half of Upper Austria, and in almost the whole 
of Carinthia, Krain, and the coast-lands.*® 

tesults arrived at so far concerning the connection between Romans 
and Gernians hold good primarily for the open country. What form did this 
relationship take in the towns Was not the development here quite different ? 


* Cf.F.C^er,“UberantikeGlaskunst,namentlichimRhemIande,”i?5m.-mrm.5fK&«,(i9i4), 

202 ff., and ‘ Der obgerm. ratische Limes,” ibid., 49. .. > w “t/ 

! KurutinJustrie nach dm Funden in dsterreich-Ungarn. (laoi') 

. ^ * Ibid., 7. » See German^dit., i®, 148 f- 

8 Kunstmdustne 170. 'See German edit., i^, 149, n. 239. 
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u ^ Zeitschr,' ii, 15. 

A2 Zeitschr, f, Deutsche Philol, xl, 276 ff. ^ 

5 ^^ Barteeneinfalk in die Provinz Ratien und deren Besetzung durch 
Barharen, Archiv, fur Osterr. Geschichte, xc, 93 (1901). 

G. A. Schimmer, in Mitteil der Anthropologischen Gesellschaft, Wien, suppl. i (1884). 
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For a long time it was assumed by scholars, especially by those dealing with 
the legal and constitutional history of medieval German towns, tliat the Roman 
towns had been completely destroyed by the Germanic invasions and had fallen 
into ruins, and that the barbarians, to whom town-life was repugnant, had levelled 
them to the ground, so that later German urban civilization arose independently 
and on a new basis, without any connection with the Romans. Various circum¬ 
stances contributed to form this theory. The catastrophic theory of German 
barbarism originating with the Humanists, helped in its creation; it was one 
of the elements of the new French history of civilization in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries (Montesquieu and Voltaire) ; and in Germany also it was 
readily accepted, because it fitted in with the idea of primitive German freedom, 
with the new research into German agrarian history (J. J. Moser), and with the 
later association theory and the more recent sociological tendencies. The 
unlimited freedom of the half-nomadic Germans could ill be reconciled to con¬ 
finement within city walls ! Moreover, there was the direct evidence of Roman 
authors that the old Germans showed a distinct dislike for the towns. Tacitus 
mentioned as one of their characteristics that they did not live in towns or have 
even enclosed settlements.^ In another passage he gives something like the 
“ free-German ’’ explanation of this, for he makes the Rhenish Tencteri lay 
down as a condition of peace with the Romans, that the inhabitants of Cologne 
should demolish the city walls, which are described as munimenta servitii^ the 
reason for the demand being that even wild animals lose their strength if they 
are caged.^ Another fact which seemed to support this view was that in the 
fourth century description of Julian’s wars with the Alemanni in 356, Ammianus 
Marcellinus says that the latter feared the towns as pits surrounded by nets, 
which meant the grave of their freedom.^ 

This earlier theory, which is still often met with, could not be held without 
modification. It was impossible to overlook the fact that according to Greek 
writers the Germans also possessed TvoXeis, Even though Ptolemy may have 
been mistaken in understanding “ places where there was a certain amount of 
commerce ” to have been towns, and in naming them, die fact remains that 
other authors, such as Herodian in the third century, also mention 770Acts* as 
heing besides Kwixai (villages).^ Hence it must be acknowledged that ‘Mn die 
empires set up after the migrations in Gaul, Italy, and Spain, the Franks, Burgun¬ 
dians, East and West Goths, and Lombards lived not only on the land but also 
in towns And recent research into urban legislation has given a special 
position to the old Roman towns on the Rhine, because it has come more and 
more to be recognized that there a connection with later German forms could 
not be denied.^ 

^ Then came the great archaeological investigations in the Rhine and Main 
territorip^ and also in the Danube districts, with their thorough examination 
and revision of historical topography, which for the first time provided a firm 
basis for deciding this important question. We need not here discuss the great 
problem of the origin of German municipal government, but may begin by 
putting together the evidence provided by the science of the spade as to the 
transition period from Roman to German times in certain great Roman towns. 

^ Germania^ c. i6. 2 Histor., iv, 64. ® xvi, 2 12. 

* Cf. also M^lenhofF^s Deutsche Altertumskunde, iv, 28iViQoof 

® See German edit., i®, 152. 
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Apart from the above problem the main question to be considered is that of 
economic development. Here Cologne must be placed in the foreground, for 
in more than one direction it is a model example of our knowledge, and research 
has made great strides there. The old Roman town, Colonia Agrippina, was 
destroyed in 355 by the barbarians after an obstinate siege; Ammianus tells 
us so without any doubt.^ As a consequence it was for long believed that 
Cologne had been completely demolished. But great caution must be used 
in dealing with the accounts of these early writers, for it is noteworthy that 
various towns which they state to have been destroyed, appear later in their 
own writings, sometimes indeed very soon afterwards, as being inhabited, and 
even as affording protection against a fresh attack. We cannot therefore take 
“ destructionin these accounts to mean a complete demolition. The contra¬ 
diction in the case of Cologne is especially remarkable; for the same Ammianus 
who declared that the town was destroyed in 355 by the Alemanni, gives under 
the following year (356) this very characteristic description of it, in which he 
says of the Emperor Julian : Igitur Agrippinam ingressiis non ante motus est exinde 
quam Francorum regibus furore mitescente perterritis pacem firmaret rei publicae 
interim profuturam et urbem reciperet munitissimam, Quibus vincendi primitiis 
laetus per Tr ever os hiematurus apud Senonas oppidum tunc opportunum abscessit? 
So we have excisa and munitissima at the same time! In the year after the 
destruction ’’ Julian could again enter the town and stay there with his army 
for a considerable period, and in spite of it all Cologne was in 3 56 a well-fortified 
town”, the reconquest of which is praised by Ammianus as a happy success 
of the Romans. It is clear that the words delere and excindere in Ammianus 
need not be taken in the sense of a complete razing or demolishing; and this 
gives food for thought in dealing with other similar accounts. In this connection 
it may be observed that under the year 359 Ammianus relates that the Emperor 
Julian again took possession of seven Rhenish towns (mentioned by name), 
and restored their walls, stipulating for this purpose that the Alemannic chiefs 
should bring building material with their own teams.^ Therefore the rebuilding 
of the walls was very soon begun and the destruction was made good. 

In tlie case of Cologne in particular, scholars have assumed that in the 
"early German period a pasture lay over the site of the ruined town. They 
adduced in support of this the name of one of the quarters of the town, Berlich,” 
and explained the first syllable her as Eber (boar), which was held to indicate 
the existence of a swine-pasture. But in tlie year 1908 a votive stone, belonging 
to^ the second century a..d., was dug up at Cologne; it had been dedicated to 
Diana by a centurion named Tarquitius, who with his venatores had caught 
fifty bears in one winter for the vivarium of the colony.^ Fr. Cramer considered 
this an important argument for deriving the name Berlich from Bero-leich (bear- 
play), and from it he concluded that there was an amphitheatre in Cologne at 
that time.® But if the derivation of Berlich from boar-pasture is untenable, 
this proof of the destruction of the Roman town falls to the ground. 

If tliis name of a quarter of the town, handed down without interruption 
through the centuries, shows a certain continuity of colonization, a whole series 

4 1 . ^ h ^ xviii, 2, 3-6. 

V>Tr Das Vivarium von Koln,” Rdm.-germ. Korr. BL^ ii, 6 ‘s (1900) : also 

CIL, xm, 12048 (1916). ® 

' ‘^Romisch-frankischeKulturzusammenliange am Rhein,” Ver. fur den Nieder- 

rhetn, xci, 4 ( 1911 ). ■' 
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of other facts supports the same theory. The episcopal cathedral of St. Peter, 
which was the parish church for the great diocese of Cologne down to Carolingian 
times, stood in the same part of the town which had contained the most important 
buildings in Roman times. The Franks even allowed the Roman walls to stand ; 
and when the Normans in the ninth century attacked and ravaged Cologne, their 
value was realized, for it was considered that the old walls needed only to be 
repaired, not to be rebuilt.^ Even after the destruction of Roman power by 
Ae Franks, a part of the Romano-Christian population remained living quietly 
in the town.^ Furthermore, in spite of frequent destructions of Cologne by 
the Normans, the street-plan of the Roman town by no means disappeared, 
and is still recognizable in the present streets. The direction, and to some 
extent the characteristic names of the streets (for example, Steinweg = stone-way), 
are of Roman origin.^ The parish churches within the town lie on Roman roads, 
not in the open squares but among the rows of houses on these streets 
(St. Kolumbo, St. Laurenz, St. Alban).^ Here, too, the continuity of develop¬ 
ment is clearly proved, as it is also by what we know of St. Gereon’s church. 
This used to be dedicated “ To the golden martyrs and was one of the oldest 
churches in Cologne; in Merovingian times it was the Chapel Royal of the 
Frankish kings. At the end of the sixth century Gregory of Tours gives a descrip¬ 
tion of the splendid mosaics, glittering with gold, in this house of God,^ and 
It is probable that they came down from the late Roman period, at which time 
that particular form of art was in frequent use ® j it is very unlikely that they 
originated during the Merovingian age. Further traces of the connection with 
late Roman times, the well-endowed collegiate or parish churches, their patron 
saints, and the Roman names by which the churches were known among the 
people, have been pointed out by K. H. Schafer.'^ 

In the case of Neuss, the great excavations on die site of the old Nov^sium 
have shown that considerable portions of the encircling wall, which remained 
mroughout the Middle Ages until modern times, date from the last period of 
Reman rule.^ There, too, Celtic settlements existed in pre-Roman times ^: 
and on the other hand the town remained standing throughout the Merovingian 
period. ® Diiren has not only numerous Roman remains but also a Frankish 
cemetery, showing the continuity of settlement there.^^ Andernach (Antun- 
nacum), 4 e old Celtic site, where there is evidence of megalithic graves 
(ochumacher, Siedlungs-u. Kulturgesck. d. RheinL^ 32, n. 17) was newly fortified 
at latest under Diocletian (end of the third century). In the fourth century 
important part under the Emperor Julian; at tlie beginning of 
me fifth centur}?- the military importance of the town appears in the Notitia 
Digmtatum. Its continuance during the Merovingian period is proved not 
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only by the debris from a fire found in a tower, but by the poet Venantius 
Fortunatus in the sixth century. The Merovingian kings were very comfortable 
in the old Roman stronghold.^ 

The connection between Roman and early German culture is to-day even 
more clear in the case of Mainz than in that of Cologne. As we know from 
Ammianus,^ there was already a bishop there in 368. Various fifth-century 
writers besides Salvian of Marseilles describe the town as excisa and deleta^ and 
other sources also speak of its destruction.^ In spite of this we hear a century 
later from the poet Venantius Fortunatus that old churches still existed 
which seemed in need of repair.^ In Mainz the continuance of settlement, in 
spite of successive waves of migration, is proved beyond a doubt.® Excavation 
has shown that the church of St. Alban, famous in Carolingian times, was erected 
on the site of an earlier Christian sanctuary, for a number of early Christian 
tombstones with inscriptions, of which the oldest belongs to the fourth century, 
have been found walled up in the foundations of Carolingian parts of the church, 
Neeb concluded from this, and from the close connection which prevailed in 
early Christian practice between the cult of the dead and sacred buildings, that 
as early as the fourth century a Christian place of worship must have stood on 
Sankt-Albans-Berg.^ The evidence of numerous Merovingian graves of the 
sixth century has shown that, between the late Roman building and the eighth- 
century Carolingian church, there must have been, in the sixth and seventh 
centuries, a wooden church built on the same plan.® The tombstones which 
were found in Mainz in 1907 and 1908, show a line of development in a very 
characteristic fashion. They belong to the Roman and early Christian period.^ 
According to their inscriptions they range from the first century through the 
following centuries into the Frankish period of the eighth century. At first 
we meet only Roman or Romano-Celtic names, then Roman and Germanic names 
simultaneously, finally only Frankish names.^o The invasion of German elements, 
and the substitution of a Franco-German community for the older Roman one, 
becomes evident. At the same time we see that in the fourth and fifth, and 
indeed in the sixth and seventh centuries, Roman speech and customs lived 
on still; Provincials and Germans dwelt peacefully side by side, united in 
Christianity. Documentary evidence shows that in the eighth century Mainz 
was surrounded by walls. These fortifications can hardly have been completely 
new so that here again it must have sufficed to keep the old Roman walls in 
repair.^^ Moreover, the Roman road, the main trade route from the legionary 
fortress to the Rhine bridge (Emmeranstrasse), has remained. On it there stand 

^ H. Lehner, Bonner Jakrhiicher, cvii (1901), 34. 

4 74. 

^ ^ Cf. Hieronymi epist. 123 ad Ageruchiam (ed. Vallarsi, 1766) : “ Maguntiacum nobilis quondam 
civitas capta atque subversa est.” 
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titstonschen Kommisston^ new edit., xiv, 22 (1911). 
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several old churches (St. Emmeran, Reiche Clara, and the Carmelite monastery), 
and it is bounded by the Jews’ quarter, which has kept its former site.^ 

The excavations in Frankfurt am Main are especially interesting,^ for it 
used to be thought that in Roman times the territory of this town was uninhabited 
because the Main had flooded it, and therefore Frankfurt was looked upon as 
a new Frankish foundation. But many Roman remains have now been found 
on the site of the town itself. It has been discovered that on the cathedral hill 
there stood a fort built by the Emperor Domitian in the war against the Chatti 
(83-4), near which a camp-village stretched westward along the modern market¬ 
place. Here also it can be proved that the street-plan of the old town of to-day, 
converging towards the cathedral hill, goes back in part to the Roman military 
roads which led from the Taunus, from Heddernheim (Nida), and from the 
Wetterau to the fort. When the old Western railway stations were pulled down, a 
Merovirigian cemetery was opened up ; and on the other hand, near the covered 
market in the extension of die Steingasse, early Frankish or Alemannic graves 
were found. G. Wolff rightly concluded that the Roman roads were still used 
at that time and that a continuity of settlement could be assumed in this case also. 

The same is true of orms, where parts of the old Roman town walls are 
preserved.® The documentary evidence, forthcoming as early as the eighth 
century, presumably refers to them.^ In 409, after a long siege by the Germans 
(Vandals, Alans, Alemanni), the town was taken and, in the words of the sources, 
“ destroyed.” ^ Here, too, however, there can be no question of a real destruction 
as is clearly shown by the fact that soon afterwards, about 413 to 436, Worms 
was the capital of the Burgundian kingdom. The Burgundians found there 
an organized Christian community.® Now various cemeteries have been 
excavated in the south, west, and north of the town, which belong to the 
Merovingian period and follow after late Roman cemeteries. They prove that 
me Burgundians, to whom Schumacher partly ascribes them, settled within the 
Roman (and modern) town-site. “ In Worms,” he says, “ the German cemeteries 
seldom destroyed the Roman ones, which are still recognizable; they simply 
continued them.^ The fact that the Frankish cemetery in the north of the town 
was most used is evidence that the old town site was also retained in German 
time^ This theory is confirmed by a comparison between the medieval and 
me Roman street-plans. Two Roman main streets, which crossed the town 
from north to south, have been retained until to-day, with several cross-streets 
as the most important thoroughfares. These are the Kammererstrasse (or Speyrer- 
stosse), the Zwergstrasse, and the Romerstrasse. Further, it is significant that 
Aese streets contain Ae oldest churches: the cathedral, and the Magnuskirche, 
Andreaskirche, and Martinskirche are in the Kammererstrasse, the Pauluskirche 
and Au^snnerkirche in the Romererstrasse. Moreover, adjoining all these, just 
behmd the Mainz Gate, lies the old Jewish quarter. At the highest point of the 

See dso^G-fr'nf^’Sit^?’ ''' Rheinlande,” Mam^ar Zdtsckr., v, 19. 
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town, namely the cathedral square, fragments of buildings have been excavated, 
which may be Merovingian.^ They may have belonged to the Basilica of St Peter 
which was patronized by King Dagobert There is evidence that there was 
a bishop in Worms in 614; and according to local tradition the bishop’s palace 
(Saal) stood opposite the cathedral square. In Carolingian times there was a 
royal palace in Worms in which Pippin and Charles the Great often stayed; 
the latter celebrated his marriage with Fastrada there. It probably stood in the 
north-eastern part of the city near the Romerstrasse.^ 

The work of destruction is depicted as having been much more terrible 
■in Trier than in Cologne, Mainz, and Worms. Salvianus of Marseilles describes 
this urhs Gallorum opulentissima as being completely in ruins in the fifth century. 
Excidium civitatisj Terurn ruina I ^ He actually speaks of the burning and 
downfall of the town and of the massacre and captivity of its inhabitants, among 
whom only lamentation and misery could be found. ^ But about the same time, 
the middle of the fifth century, Bishop Appollinaris Sidonius, the well-known 
provincial poet, writes to the Frankish count Arbogast, who was ruling there, 
in the most flattering terms, saying that he can wield the pen as well as the sword. 
This praise may be exaggerated and may have been largely due to the fact that 
Arbogast himself had become a Christian \ but if we look into the matter more 
closely, we see that expressions are used to which a deeper meaning must surely 
be given. He is praised because with him the old Roman speech, lost to the Rhine 
lands, had yet found a home, although the Latina iura had lapsed there, and 
because in him at least traces of the now declining intellectual aspirations were 
still to be found. ^ To this we must also add the letter of Bishop Auspicius of 
Toul, who praises the same Frankish count just as fervently, and addresses him 
as fill sapiens. The fact that here, too, a comparison is made with Roman con¬ 
ditions and that his rule over the town is actually considered to equal them,^ shows 
what a close connection must still have existed, and must indeed have been aimed 
at, by the Franks. The letter ends with a greeting to the Bishop {papa) 
lamblychus of Trier. It is clear that here, too, an old Christian community 
had persisted into the Frankish period, and that is the reason why the Christian 
Arbogast was so highly praised in these letters, and his merits in this respect 
extolled above his other deeds. Excavations in the Roman amphitheatre of 
the town since 1905 have brought to light cellar-foundations with pavements 
which prove that they were used again after Roman times. Most probably 
these cellars were used for Christian religious purposes. Of three ivory pyxides 
found here, two have old pagan ornamentation; tlie third is Christian, and 
shows Syrian work of the fourth century. Further evidence of the religious 
use of cellars is given by a Christian inscription on another find made of leather, 
belonging to the Carolingian period."^ 

These views are supported by the similarity between these cellars and those 
found in Metz. The capital of Lorraine was also at first thought to have been 

^ Schumacher, op. cit., 19. 

Here, in the old territory of the Limes, the continuity of development may be clearly traced 
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® De guhernatiom Dei^ vi, 13, MG. AA., i, 79 ff. ^ vi, 15, §. 88; ibid., 81. 

^ fjhd'j'viii, 68, No. xvii. Migne Patrol. Lat., 6r, 1007. 

^ ’ Cf. E. Kruger, Trier, “ Der Arenakeller des Amphitheaters,’’ Rdm.-germ, Kort.-BL^ ii, 81 f£ 

(i909)- 



ROMANS AND GERMANS 77 

razed to the ground and to have perished during the migrations. This opinion 
was based chiefly on the account of Gregory of Tours, who says that in 451 
Attila burnt the town and massacred the people, so that except for the Oratorium 
of St. Stephen nothing remained.^ G. Wolfram has already pointed out that 
this account can hardly be taken literally.^ The fact that King Theodoric, Clovis’ 
eldest son, chose Metz as his royal residence, shows that there must have been 
settlements there. Sixty years later Venantius Fortunatus described Metz as 
a_ flourishing town, and he himself saw its walls,^ which are mentioned also in 
eighth-century records.^ 

The regularity of the streets of Metz points to the influence of the old Roman 
roads,^ and important results have also been arrived at by means of the excavations 
of 1897 and 1898 on the site of the former abbey-church of St. Peter in the citadel.® 
The tiles found here were stamped in the fourth century (tiles of the so-called 
Adiutex), and appear from early Christian times side by side with Merovingian 
carvings.® The excavations in the great Roman amphitheatre have added 
surprisingly to this evidence. It appears that here, as elsewhere, the ruins of 
the Roman amphitheatre were used by the earliest Christian communities. Here 
also were the places of Christian martyrdom. A rectangular pillared building, 
ra^er like a cellar, was found under the arena, the material for which had been 
taken from die amphitheatre, and which was probably an old Christian oratory 
(glass rnosaic).® It seems possible to connect this with Christian traditions 
concerning the oratorium of St. Clement, who in cavernis amphitheatri hospitium 
habutt^ a legend which was already firmly established in the eighth century and 
is found in Paulus Diaconus.^o Christian inscriptions have been found on tombs 
in this buildmg.il This first Christian church in Metz does not, as the legend 
would have it, belong to the apostolic times of St. Peter himself, but it dates 
at any rate from the fourth century, the time of the Emperor Constantine. Near 
this ancient building, perhaps within the circular walls of the theatre, the later 
church of St. Peter was built; its name in the oldest records, in theatro or ad arenas, 
points to a close connection with the amphitheatre, without its necessarily having 
stood on the saine site like the old oratory of St. Clement.i^ Finally, numerous 
Koman graves have been found under the floor of Metz Cathedral.i® Thus 
there IS more than one proof of a continuity of development in this city. 

Un the Upper Rhine, Strasburg (Argentoratum), the fortress on the Ill, 
was of great importance in Roman times. In the highest part of the town, 
near the cathedral, stood the castra ; out of them and dependent the later 

town was developed Even as early as the eighteenth century excavations 
revealed fragments belonging to the Roman period. Moreover, those excavations 
which were carried out on Michaelsbiihl outside the town were of primary 
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importance, because, besides undoubtedly Roman objects, tiles were also found 
with the inscription Arboastis episcopus fecit?- Not only does this bear witness 
to the Frankish Bishop Arbogast, who lived towards the end of the sixth century, 
but it shows at the same time the nature of the transition from the Roman to 
early Christian-German times. In the former period the military authorities 
provided the building material and put the stamp of the legion on the tiles • 
in the latter the Church took their place.® Here as elsewhere the bishopric 
formed the connection between the ancient world and the early Middle Ages. 

Later finds, in the old part of the town,® belonging to the migratory and 
early Christian, as well as to Merovingian and Carolingian times, have shown 
that the new post-Roman culture is most easily recognizable in the old Roman 
fortress with its ramparts and ditches.* The earliest Alemannic settlement did 
not lie outside the gates of the Roman town, as used to be thought, but developed 
on the site which had been built upon in Roman times, i.e. close to the cathedral 
on its north and south sides, and directly above the camp of the Roman legion 
on the cathedral hill which is the oldest part of the town.® It appears that in 
the fourth and fifth centuries Romans and Alemanni lived side by side in the 
town and settled outside its walls. Some early Christian finds of the fifth century « 
are important, as they illustrate the transition to the Frankish period and in 
particular show that the “ destruction ” of Strasburg by the Vandals in 406 
could not have been a complete demolition, and that here also a Christian com¬ 
munity continued to exist throughout the “ storms of the migrations The 
town comes to the fore especially under the Merovingians ; Childebert stayed 
there several times ®; Egidius of Rheims was banished there ®; and a certain 
Bishop Ansoald of Strasburg was at the Synod of Paris in 614.*® 

The town of Basel also illustrates in a characteristic fashion the nature of 
the transition from antiquity to the Middle Ages,** and the bishopric of Chur, 
too, is of Roman origin. It is first mentioned in 452, and a bishop is spokeri 
of there in an inscription of 548. The fact that a bishop of Chur took part 
in the Paris Synod of 614 again shows continuity with the Franldsh period.*® 
This continuity may also be assumed for the town of Constance, on Lake 
Constance. It is by no means a foundation of late Roman times, as its name 
formerly led people to believe. Recent excavations have brought to light pot¬ 
sherds and coins belonging to an earlier period, about die end of the first or 
beginning of the second century.*® They run from that period down to the end 
of Roman rule ** and are found in the cathedral square, indicating therefore 
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that here, too, Christian development took place on the ancient Roman site. 
It is particularly significant that Roman coins of the second half of the third 
century have been excavated,^ a piece of evidence which refutes the hypothesis, 
based on the supposed lack of such remains, that there was an interruption of 
Roman culture at that time.^ The fact that about the middle of the sixth century 
the bishopric, which hitherto was in the Roman Windisch (Vindonissa), was 
transferred to Constance,^ is an indication of the importance of the town, which 
therefore cannot meanwhile have been wiped out or destroyed by the Germans. 
Moreover, it is described as a civitas in the seventh century, in the Cosmography 
of the anonymous geographer of Ravenna.^ 

Kempten, the Roman Campodunum, must be briefly mentioned here, 
because the most recent excavations have proved that the earliest medieval 
Kempten developed on the fortress-hill site, and on the modem left (west) bank 
ot the Ill the remains of the later Roman Campodunum have come to light.® 

^ Augsburg was widely ^own in Roman times as a centre of Rhstia Secunda 
md also as a trading place with the neighbouring Germans, especially the Hermun- 
dun to Ae north.® Numerous excavations and finds of coins show clearly that 
Roman life continued here to the end of the fourth century.’ Indeed, the coins 
run through the whole of the third and fourth centuries and into the fifth.® It 
is extternely improbable, for more than one reason, that the town was then 
^mpletely destroyed by the Alemanni. Augsburg is mentioned in the Tabula 
reuttngenana and is distinguished by two towers.® It is probable that the 
Alemanni settled here peacefully and did not drive out the provincials, who 
remained in their homes, as is also proved by the records of Theodoric’s time. 

Rhffitia as an important bulwark for the protection of Italy and 
sett ed Alemanm there, who fled before the Franks after the battle of 406 He 
gave directions to his representatives in Rh^tia that the garrisons there vivant 
cum provtnczahbi^ ture A. Hauck has fiirther shown that the Christian 
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Later excavations provide proofs, hitherto lacking, for a period in which 
no other sources are available. For example, the long barrows found in various 
places in the neighbourhood of Augsburg show tliat the Alemannic immigrants 
were good farmers, who obviously settled on the fertile loess soil.^ On the 
other hand, Merovingian finds were made on the site of the Roman town, a 
sign that it was at that time continuously settled.^ The opinion has recently 
been advanced that the famous old bronze door of the Augsburg cathedral was 
a product of Ravenna art, closely connected with late Roman art and belonging 
to the time of Theodoric the Great, who may perhaps have commissioned the 
work.^ This would of course be a very important conclusion; but in view 
of the dates given so far, it seems wiser not to express an opinion until the facts 
are clearer. At any rate it is noteworthy that at Epfach (Abudiacum), which 
lies south of Augsburg, on the Roman road, early Christian remains of the 
fifth century have been found among the excavations.^ 

On tlie Danube, Regensburg maintained its position as a town from Roman 
times onward.^ Among the numerous excavations undertaken there for many 
years past, the great cemetery to the west of the town on the road to Augsburg 
claims our especial interest. A craniolological study of its skeletons, which date 
from the second to the fourth centuries, has clearly shown a mixture of dolicho¬ 
cephalic Germans with brachycephalic Romano-Rhcetians,® of such a kind that 
a continuous increase of Germans is obvious. It has already been presumed 
that after the invasion of the Limes (at the beginning of the third century) a large 
peaceful German settlement of the upper plains of the Danube took place, and 
the towns were Germanized also by reinforcements from the country.’ This 
view is supported by the fact that among the numerous pottery-marks found 
in old Roman sites in Bavaria, a large percentage of German names appears side 
by side with Romano-Rh^tian ones.^ Early Christian monuments have been 
found on the very site of the Roman castrum, as for example the church of 
St. George, with its excavations on the site of the southern transept, and those 
near tlie ancient parish church of St. Cassian.^ There is an old legend that 
a temple of Juno stood on the site of the chapel in Roman times.^^ Regensburg 
was probably never destroyed. Even in the eighth century Aribo of Freising 
describes the town as ‘‘ an impregnable fortress, built of hewn stone and guarded 
by towers Hrabanus mentions it in his poem to Bishop Baturic, Urhem 
Regetisem minitantia moenia caeloL^ King Lewis the German caused these walls 

^ Cf. V. Rad, “ Die Inventarisation der Bodenaltertumer aus vorromischer, romischer, german- 
ischer und friihmittelalterlicher Zeit in der scliwabischen Umgebung Augsburgs,” Zeitschr. d. Histor. 
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to be partly broken down, so as to use the stones for the Marienkirched Accord¬ 
ing to the ninth century account of the Monk of St. Gall, he dug up old graves 
containing rich treasures of gold, which lay just inside the Roman town wall 
south of the St. Stefanskirche (the “ old cathedral ”) and which were possibly the 
graves of the Bavarian Agilolfing dukes.^ The oldest church in honour of 
St. Emmeran, which was built by the abbot-bishop Gaubald (739-761) and was 
finished by his successor Sindbert (d.' 791), follows the early Christian basilica 
in plan and architecture and was built after Italian models.® 

At Passau, also, the Romans built a fort on the tongue of land between 
the Danube and the Inn. The oldest part of the oppidum was the highest point 
of this promontory, and there the cathedral stands to-day. The Vita Severini 
relates that the town was destroyed and plundered by the Thuringians after 
the departure of the Romans (488); yet later research agrees in the view that 
there can have been no complete devastation there. The Roman wall survived 
into and beyond the Middle Ages, and some of the provincial population were 
left.^ It should be observed that here the Vita Severini contradicts itself. It 
describes how the inhabitants of Boiotrum, the extra-mural settlement on the site 
of the modem Innstadt, had requested Severinus to obtain for them from the 
Rugian king Feba permission to carry on trade.® Thus commercial intercourse 
between the Romans and Germans had by no means ceased.® 

Salzburg, the ancient Juvavum, deserves a special and thorough examination, 
because it is the witness for the crown of the older “ destruction ” theory. In 
Ais case there are definite and apparently unambiguous accounts of how the old 
Roman town was destroyed and its mins lay completely desolate and overgrown 
with grass and briars at the end of the eighth century. The evidence of these 
sources seemed to have a general application, and it has been used over and over 
again by early and recent scholars in support of the view that the old Roman 
towns on the Danube were completely laid waste and mined. It was assumed 
tot there was an essential contrast here with conditions in the Rhenish towns of the 
Znied^”° ^^^st continuity of development could be most strenuously 

What then is die basis of this far-reaching assertion ? In order to avoid error 
It must first be realized that the accounts of the Vita Severini, in which the Hemli 
are said to have attacked and devastated the town of Joviacum and led its popula- 
tion away captive,® prove nothing about Salzburg, as Joviacum can in all 
probability be identified with Schlogen.® But it was considered decisive that two 
unimpeachable Salzburg sources of the eighth century speak of the complete 


^ MonacL Sangall^ ii, chap, xi, MG., SS. ii, 75. 
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destruction of the town, the Gesta Hrodberti^ which were ascribed to the time of the 
Salzburg Bishop Virgil (d. 784),^ and the Breves Notitiae which were supposed 
to belong to the same period as the Indiculus Arnonis^ i.e. about 790. The agree¬ 
ment of these independent records seemed to confirm the facts beyond a doubt. 

Most recent research has, however, made highly significant changes in the 
interpretation even of these documents, and has arrived at results whose funda¬ 
mental importance could only become obvious when attention was for the first 
time concentrated on the particular problems mentioned above. It has been shown 
that the passages in question in the Breves Notitiae are derived from the Gesta 
Hrodberti ^; they therefore lose their value as independent records and are useless 
as evidence in the problem that is before us. Moreover, the Gesta Hrodberti itself 
has also lost much of its former prestige. Not only is it of a later date than was 
thought originally,^ belonging to the ninth century, but its good faith is not above 
suspicion, and there is reason to believe that its composition was influenced by 
certain aims of the archbishopric of Salzburg.^ There can be no doubt that a 
very clear aim was pursued in its topography. According to the Gesta^ Rupert 
makes a journey to Lauriacum and its province, in order to include it in his own 
sphere of activity and to support the intentions of the archbishops of Salzburg 
in that region.® But the falsifier had also another object in view. We possess a 
genuine record of Rupert’s doings, the so-called Indiculus Arnonis of 790. 
Here we find nothing about his journey to Lauriacum. Even if this did not prove 
a stumbling-block, the contrast between the two accounts of Rupert’s undertakings 
is remarkable. According to the Gesta^ directly Rupert had received his authority 
from Duke Theodo, he begins his activity in the province by journeying to 
Lauriacum. From there he goes to the Wallersee and while he is at work here, he 
hears for the first time that in the neighbourhood there is a place called Juvavum, 
where beautiful houses had been built in Roman times, but which is now 
in ruins and hidden by forests. This information causes Rupert to visit the place 
personally; and he asks the Duke to give him authority ad extirpanda et 
purificanda loca ad ecclesiasticum prout ei libitum for et^ or dinar e oficium* 

The story runs quite differently in the Indiculus Arnonis, The list of tributes 
paid to the bishopric of St. Peter witliin the town of Salzburg (infra oppidum 
Saliburch) begins by stating that Duke Theodo had first (primum) handed over to 
Rupert with all its belongings predictum oppidum simulque et castrum superiorem,^ 
Thus the settlement cannot have perished completely. ^ The story of the older 
and. reliable record is the more credible, especially as the Gesta later contradict 
their own account as given above; for they mention in a subsequent passage the 
castrum superius where Rupert is said to have founded the nunnery later on.® 
Are we to assume that it was first built by him ^ The Gesta tell us nothing of that, 
but allow it to appear that the nunnery was already in existence. 

. falsification is still more plain if we add the story of the later Breves 
Notitiae^ which obviously made use of the Gesta, They relate that Duke Theodo 
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gave Rupert authority to travel throughout the regio Baioariorum in order to 
choose a place for the bishop’s see; and that after visiting many places^ he stayed 
first of all at the Wallersee and founded a church there. Soon, however, he realized 
that it was not a suitable place for a bishop’s see and therefore sought a better one. 
With the consent of the Duke he then went to Juvavum, and found there many 
ancient buildings in ruins. After clearing up the place, he founded a church as 
well as erecting buildings corresponding to the dignity of a bishop’s see.^ In a 
later chapter (IV) the Breves Notitiae tell how Rupert, by the advice and desire of 
the Duke, built a church and the nunnery in superiore castro sepedicti Juvavensis 
oppidid' 

The whole situation is made clear, I think, by the juxtaposition of these 
three sources. An oppidum and a castrum superius were already in existence when 
Rupert came to Salzburg. Those proofs of continuity, which have been shown 
to be correct in the case of Passau, also apply to the town on the Salzach.^ Here, 
too, we have a site which from its very nature invites settlement. Anyone who 
has looked down from the Monchsberg on to the Salzach, which, guarded by the 
mountain heights near by, here flows out into the widening plain, will understand 
that this place of primitive prehistoric settlement can hardly have been completely 
deserted or abandoned at any time. Even if the old Roman town really decayed 
and was depopulated, the conquering German would scarcely have renounced 
without reason the great advantages of this situation. Near at hand are the salt- 
deposits of Reichenhall, in much demand from the earliest times, where continuity 
of settlement has already been proved.^ Round the town Roman place-names have 
survived in large numbers up to modern times. ^ The same early record of the 
end of the eighth century, the Indiculus Arnonis^ which tells of the existence of an 
oppidum and a castrum superius, mentions many Romani with tributary Hufen 
w i(m were transferred to the bishopric. In my opinion there is no doubt that 
on the site of Juvavum also there was continuity of settlement. In that case it is 
comprehensible that it should be chosen as the bishop’s see; it was not customary 
to found sees in deserted ruins. 

j accounts of the Gesta Hrodberti, when compared with those of the earlier 

Indiculus Arnonis,^x^ ohvioxi^y falsified. It is, however, surprising that this short 
record, so scanty in its contents, and able to tell so little about Rupert, should lay 
such emphasis on the fact that the beautiful buildings of Roman times had all 
{omnia) fallen into decay. The Gesta say nothing of a destruction of Lorch, 
w ere^ Juvavum, much farther to the West and therefore less exposed to invasions 
from &e East, is said to have been completely destroyed. Indeed Lauriacum is 
actually called a not an oppidum (as it is described in genuine documents of 

t e period), because its character as an episcopal town had apparently to be 
emphasized; and therein the second main purpose of the falsifier stands out 
clearly, bt. Rupert was said to have begun his work from the episcopal town of 
Torch and not from Salzburg, so that he might appear to be a real diocesan bishop 
(was he perhaps in reality not one .^),6 and so that the claims of Lorch to the 
Bavarian province might be urged from Salzburg. If, however, it had to be proved 
that these claims were based on ancient rights and were not merely a new claim 
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by the distant Salzburg bishopric, or an unjustifiable episcopal policy of eastward 
expansion, then such efforts could be furthered by emphasizing the complete 
destruction before Rupert’s appearance of all settlement, especially that of Roman 
times. In this connection the remarkable amount of archeological information 
scattered among the scanty contents of the Gesta is no longer harmless, but 
becomes an expedient deliberately introduced to support an all too obvious 
tendencious falsification of a later period (i.e. ninth century). The archaizine; 
purpose of the Breves Notitiae appears all the more clearly because in genuine 
contemporary documents (for example the Indiculus Arnonis, and the charter of 
Charles the Great of 790, MG. D. Kar., 168) the name Juvavum is not used at all 
and the^ latter speaks of the Petenensis ecclesia, que nunc appellatur Sabburch. 

With the documents now at our disposal we arrive at theories precisely the 
opposite of those which used to be held. In Salzburg, at the end of the eighth 
century, there was not only a hill-fort (castrum superiud) with an urban settlement 
{oppidum) below it, but even in the ninth century there were obviously numerous 
and extensive remains of Roman times. The suggestion that St. Rupert had first 
to cut down overgrown briars and then clean up these places in order to found 
his ecclesiastical buildings is a clumsy invention of the later falsifier, who “ worked 
up ” an atmosphere of mouldering ruin, which was popularly accepted even in his 
day.i The genuine Indiculus Arnonis, on the contrary, speaking of the episcopatus 
St* Petriy definitely states quod constructum est infra oppidum Salzburch 
Moreover, Salzburg did not arise near or outside the old Roman town of Juvavum] 
Imt inside it; ^ and excavations and the numerous remains discovered there prove 
this too. Its centre is to be sought where the oldest streets are to-day, from the 
Mozartplatz, the Residenzplatz, and the Kapitelplatz to the Kajetanerplatz.” ^ 

These conclusions also sweep away one of the main supports of the theory 
of destruction and devastation in the other towns of Noricum in the age of the 
migrations. To the east, Lauriacum is the first in the series. Most scholars used 
to incline to the theory that a settlement remained in this old Roman fort up to the 
time of Charles the Great/ and that the ecclesiastical organization outlasted the 
Germanic invasion. Recently the opposite view has been put forward, based 
chiefly on the controversy about the date of the cult of St. Florian in the neighbour¬ 
hood. It was thought earlier that the Passio S* Floriani provided very ancient 
evidence for the introduction of Christianity and the continuance of Roman 
civilization in this territory; but when it was proved that it was a falsification and 
that both versions belong to a much later date (the eighth or ninth century), 
scholars began to deny any continuity of development from the Roman period 
onward. T]^ Vita Severiniy^ the Vita S* Emmerami Arheosy and the foundation 
c arters of Krems cathedral were taken as positive evidence of the desolation 
which took place.^ 

The tendencious and dreary pessimism with which the Vita Severini describes 
these coriditions has already been pointed out.« The Vita S. Emmerami is even 
less conclusive, for it contains only the statements about total devastation which 
are typical of such religious sources, and recur constantly in them. But the emphasis 
on devastation has in this particular instance a deeper and very practical cause ; 

J See German edit, 182, n. 415. 

^ H. Widmann, Geschichte Salihurgs, i, 17A 
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it was used to evoke the fiction of the eremus, even when no eremus existed, for 
upon that fiction many ecclesiastical claims were founded. It must be remembered 
that the eremtxs constituted an important and enforceable claim, which could be 
successfully urged when ecclesiastical rights of property were challenged by private 
individuals.^ Finally, the conclusions which have been based on the foundation 
charters of Krems cathedral go much too far.^ Because it is stated that Duke 
Tassilo brought forty families from another district for agricultural purposes, this 
district is said to have been depopulated ! By methods such as this it could be 
proved that in 985 the whole of Austria was depopulated and a desert.® 

No one who goes into this question quietly and carefully can afford to over¬ 
look the solid basis of the earlier theory. The Vita Severini itself tells us that the 
citizens of Passau endeavoured to open trading relations with the Rugii,* and we 
learn from a capitulary of Charles the Great in 805 that Lauriacum was then still 
standing, and was the residence of the marcher count who watched over trade with 
the eastern neig^ours of the Franks.® This trade, i.e. the intercourse between 
Roman provincials and Germans, certainly suffered no lasting interruption. Or 
are we to assume that Lauriacum, after being, as it is stated, already destroyed and 
abandoned at the end of the fifth century, was then built up and inhabited again 
in the sixth or seventh } The modest question then occurs, who carried out this 
reconstruction } Was it perhaps the Avars or the German “ barbarians ” 
Charles the Great in his campaign against the former in 791,® found a base for his 
military undertakings near Lauriacum, on the Enns itself. Passages from Procopius 
and Paulus Diaconus prove that in the sixth cenmry Noricum was by no means 
devastated.’’ At the beginning of that century it was occupied by 
the Baiuvari, and indeed, a number of recent scholars assume that first of all they 
took possession of the Ufemoricum, “ the good granary,” and thence spread up 
foe Danube and on to the higher plains, and not over the Bbhmerwald and the 
Upper Palatinate.® An attempt has^ moreover, been made to show that Noricum 
was occupied after 45 5 by the Bavarian Suevi “ without entirely destroying Roman 
organizations Moreover, missionaries from the West are known to have been 
already successfully at work in these regions at the beginning of the seventh 
century, for example Abbot Eustasius of Luxeuil (d. 629).It has been proved that 
there was a church of St. Laurence in Lauriacum at foe end of foe ninth century « 
and a churcfo of St. Midiael in Salzburg at foe end of the eighth ; taken in con- 
necaon wifo all our other observations this is not without significance.^® Finally 
the gradual chmge of the name from Lauriacum through Laoriahha to Lorahha 
and Lorch has likewise been used as a proof of continuity of settlement.’^* 
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If, on the basis of all these arguments, I too declare myself in favour nf 
continuity, my opinion is based not only on a critical investigation of sources in 
the particular case of Lorch, but on the great increase in our arch^oloeica^ 
Imowledp in general which has taken place recently, especially on the DanubeTn 
the South-East. Lorch cannot be judged apart from the other towns : and iust as 
the results of investigations in Salzburg and Vienna used to be regarded as 
authontative in deriding the problem of Lorch, so they still are, though now in the 
opposite sense. For archaeological research has, in recent times! made vSv 
important discoveries in V enna which demand more cautious examination The 
earlier view that in the sixth and seventh centuries Vienna was in ruins, like'allX 

to Sirmium, can hardly be held now in face of 
established facts. The three oldest churches of Vienna, St. Ruprecht, St. Peter and 
Sancta Maria am Gestade, were founded on the sites of old Roman plac 4 of 
worship ; not only Roman masonry, but remains of mosaic floors have been found 
there. The surprising^ ex-centric position of these churches, which stood not 
mside but outside Ae Roman camp, is explained by the fact that they are exactly 
in front of the old Roman camp-gates. It is obvious from the Epitome of Hermo- 
genianus that gates were considered holy places by the Romans ; and this explains 
why places of worship were erected there, in order to gain the protection Jf the 
gods for the garrison which entered or marched out through them to battle. 
Here, too, the old heathen places of worship were turned by the Christians into 
churches, and it is probable that at the end of the eighth century Archbishop Arno 

The churches of St. Ruprecht and St. Peter, which are not only ex-centric but 
deafSaftk suggest further conclusions. It is 
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oldest town corresponded to the Roman fort; and that the centre of old Vienna, 
the modem Hohe Markt, lies exactly where the old Limes way and the Via 
Decumana cross, and the main front of the old praetorium was. In Vienna, also, 
the course of the old Roman roads running towards the fort may be traced in the 
street-plan of to-day ; they were used far into the Middle Ages ^; and it should be 
especially noticed that the first extension of the town, namely the Jewish quarter, 
was close to the old town walls,^ most of which stand on their ancient founda¬ 
tions.^ Similar observations have been made in the Roman towns on the 
Rhine. Finally, my pupil, Ernst Klebel, has fortunately discovered Salzburg 
annals ^ which mention Vienna in 881, and by a name, “ Wenia,’’ which must go 
back at least to the eighth century, according to the expert opinion of R. Much, 
This also completely invalidates the chief argument of the older theory, that 
Vienna was not mentioned again until 1030.^ 

The continued existence of settlements is probable not only in Vienna, but 
also in the smaller Roman places of the Danube territory, Mauer on the Url, and 
Faviana Mautem (which both appear again as trading centres in the Raffelstadt 
Toll-book of about 905). Moreover, all these proofs are notably strengthened by 
the fact that recent excavations of the Austrian Archceological Institutes have given 
surprising results in the case of Binnen-Noricum.® Remains of early Christian 
churches of the fifth to the sixth centuries were found in the ancient civitates 
Aguntum (near Lienz), Teurnia (St. Peter in Holz, Upper Carinthia), Juenna (near 
Globasnitz, Lower Carinthia), at Meclaria in the Kanaltal (on the Pontebba road), 
and at Virunum (on the Zollfeld). Here, complete Christianization must have been 
achieved in the course of the fourth century. In the fifth and sixth centuries we see 
the Church in Binnen-Noricum completely organized; and in all these places 
there are bishops who are under the authority of the patriarch of Aquileia. 
At the beginning of the sixth century the Frankish bishops kept trying to extend 
their territories, as we learn from complaints of Aquileia to the Emperor Justinian. 

Thus here also after the death of Severinus (d. 482) and the departure of the 
Romans mentioned in his Vita^ there was much opportunity for a mutual exchange 
of culture between Romans and Germans, who constantly used this district as 
a thoroughfare to Italy. It is certainly significant that such finds should have been 
made in the Kanaltal on the Pontebba road. These archaeological facts give an 
important background to our previous knowledge from historical sources,"^ 
especially the well-known and proud letter of the Frankish King Theodebert to 
the Emperor Justinian, in which he boasts of having extended his rule up to the 
Adriatic and over Pannonia.^ R. Egger is right in assuming that these churches did 
not perish until the end of the sixth century.^ They may have been destroyed by 
the advance of the Slovenes and the invasion of the Avars ; but Aguntum at least 
cannot have perished before 610.^® This destruction, it should be observed, must 
have taken place at a time when the Bavarians had already extended their rule 

^ Ibid., 16. 3 20 £ 3 
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to the Pustertalj and had met the Slovenes there. The firt -tU l i i 
occupied Upper Noricum at the end of the sixth century can hardlv^h 
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but never against each other. The earlier view that there had been an actual war 
of externiination between ihe Wo peoples, a fight to the death which ended at last 
in the ruin of Roman civilization, arose, if we examine it more closely, from two 
rauses. The first is to be found in the peculiar nature of historical research, which 
for long concerned itself chiefly with the external destinies of states and with military 
attention to the internal development of civilization, and least 
of all to economic life. The natural result of the exaggerated importance thus 
attached to the political attributes of the state was that the same fate was ascribed 
to Its material culture, i.e. destruction and ruin, a complete change of the old order, 
cut economic life, and indeed the whole evolution of culture, often follow paths 
quite different from those of political development. Above all, those responsible 
for the latter are not always the guides of the former, and the politically subject part 
of the population is, in fact, often culturally the richer and more productive. 
Let us make no mistake. When the political struggle had been decided other 
conditions soon appeared.^ The return to peaceful occupations brought with it also 
to a great extent ^ economic adjustment and reconciliation. There was no further 
economic stnfe. The Germans valued Roman culture and tried to acquire it. They 
were political opponents of Rome but not enemies of her civilization. 

Further, Ae title ^ar^ari, given in general to the Germans, has confirmed 

namTr meaning of this word was first 

namralized by Ae Italian Humanists, and by their disciples, the French cultural 

did not use barbarian in the modern 
sense pf enemies or destroyers of civilization. “ It is first of all an expression for 
what is strange in speech and national characteristics ” 2 ; and then the idea of 
paganism, of hostility to Christianity becomes connected with h As eariy J 

hS dreaTDrov3’bV“®“''f direction, 

toe word Itself It meant nothing more or less than “ devoid of Roman culture ” 
or devoid of ChrisPanity ”; the barbarians were thus strangers to Ro^an 

nn= -ki u Others, even in passages where no evil meaning can 

attached to it, as when monks seek their protection and ask for^their 
goodwi 11.4 At that time it can have had no disgrace&l connotation. Mor^t 

n of d.ems,lves"Tri 

o his account, ^assadors of the Lomhards, appearing before Tustinian in taS^ 
mpe die following remark We have spoken^inly^and “mpIyTbarb^S 

oursSe “aaXSfrh"'' ““S' *”■' caS tad^ ipS 

ourselves as the importance of the occasion demands.” « In Agathias also we find 

a noteworthy sentence. Speaking of the brodier of Tejm A& go°eIh of 

uma, he says, before the surrender of the town to the Romans" He finally 


^ Orosius, vii, 47, 7. 

Komama, i, 3, note 2. 


Waitz, Deutsche, VG,, 71, cf. 126. 


istud est monasterium.”^^’ ^ Nolite, o barbari, nolite hue transire, bead enim Martini 
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considered it best to hand over the town and the tteasure to Narses, to adopt 
Roman manners and customs, and thus to escape the dangers and the life of a 
barbarian.” ^ In both cases, therefore, what is indicated is a contrast to Roman 
ways, a difference in mode of life, with less education and culture, and harder and 

ruder customs. . , i 

In this connection it should be observed that the same expression, 

barbarian/* has been used of other peoples and at other times, both earlier 
and later, in order to express similar differences of culture and education, and 
especially of religion. In old Indian literature wheat was called barbarian food 
because it was little eaten there compared with rice, but was known as the usual 
bread-stuff of the non-Indians in the West and North-West.^ Again, poems written 
in Salzburg in the middle of the ninth century, celebrating the work of the ^ first 
archbishops in the mission to tlie Alpine Slavs, describe the latter as “ barbari **. ® 
In both passages the difference may be felt between the rough peasant population 
and the superior townspeople. At the end of the tenth century, in a charter of 
the Emperor Otto HI, the estates of Passau in the Ostmark, laid waste by the 
Mag}^"ars, are described as being on the barbarian boundary.^ 

Finally, the word also indicates a contrast in nationality- Several sources 
belonging to the so-called age of the migrations use the phrase natione barharus. 
To the sixth century examples quoted by Fustel de Coulanges ^ and Waitz,® may be 
added one from the Vita Severini, in which, describing the parentage and extraction 
of a monk, he is called harharus gemreP In the same period barbarus also took on 
the meaning of soldier or “ mercenary which probably arose from the 
■employment of numerous Germans and other foreigners in this capacity. 

From the preceding descriptions of the entry of the Germans into the Roman 
world, it is easy to understand why the latter felt the contrast so strongly and 
expressed it thus. Let us remember that the Romans simply saw the Germans 
as captives of war, as cobni (i.e. peasants), then as soldiers, and finally and increas¬ 
ingly, as house-ser\^nts; and all these were occupations which were certain to 
give the cultured and well-to-do Romans in the towns the impression of a lower 
sodal grade among these foreigners. Moreover, they were heathens or Aryans, 
a fact which must not be under-estimated in an age of sharp religious contrasts. 

Finally, who makes use of this term and in what sources do we find it ? 
Chiefly in clerical wdters of Roman Catholic tendencies, who naturally felt 
themselves to be separated by a great gulf from the heathen. Note, for example, 
how harshly Eugippius, the author of the Vita Severing speaks of the Rugii and 

other Germans; and how well, on the other hand, of Odoacer !.How much 

more acutely must men like Apollinaris Sidonius, Salvianus of Marseilles, or 
Gregory of Tours and Procopius, have felt this contrast—^men of high literary 
culture and refined taste, belonging to old Roman noble families, and bishops to 
boot; men, too, who for these reasons were owners of large estates and must, 
therefore, have had daily acquaintance with the poor German coloni as tenants on 
their lands. 

^ Histon, iy 20, 

* Lassen, Imiische Altertumskunde^, 291 £, note 4. 

* MG. Poetae lat. 2, 642, v. 21. 

^ Barbaromm limiti adiacentes Mon. Boica, No. 162 '(985). 

^ Op. cit., i, 399, note 2; 400, note 2. 
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MG. AA.. i, 24 (chap. 35). 
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There is no reason to assume from the expression harhati that the Germans 
lacked culture. Such a view is definitely contradicted by the well-known descrip¬ 
tion of the decay of Roman conditions given by Salvianus of Marseilles, who 
continually compares them with those of the German harlatl He describes the 
latter not only as purer and more chaste in their mode of life, but as more just to 
their dependents and tenants and even to the Romans who live among them, and 
asserts that the latter actually fled to their enemies, in order to escape the injustice 
of their own authorities. The sharp antithesis which he draws in this connection 
is significant r Let men seek Roman humanity among the barbarians, for the 
barbarous inhumanity among the Romans can no longer be borne.’’ He says that 
all the bad qualities ascribed to the barbarians, such as injustice, avarice, faithless¬ 
ness, shamelessness, are found just as much or even more among the Romans ^; 
and therefore it is wrong to look down on the barbarians,^ for their circumstances 
and conditions of life are much better than those of Rome.® That this is not merely 
an exaggeration on Salvianus p^rt is clear if we compare his words with those 
of his contemporary, Bishop Orosius, who says much the same, although pre¬ 
viously in the same passage he has a great deal to say about the destruction caused 
by the barbarians, and regards the doings of the Aryan Goths in general with 
horror.^ Even a man like Apollinaris Sidonius, who thought that the spiritual 
power of mankind would perish with the ruins of the Roman Empire, speaks of 
the Goths in Gaul as clementiores barharos^ and emphasizes the fact that Euric’s 
elder brother King Theodoric II, was very friendly to the Romans. In the sixth 
centu^ Agathias said of the Franks that they seemed to him uncommonly polished 
and able,^ for a barbarian people. “ The only ways in which they differ from us,” 
he says, are in their barbarian clothes and their peculiar speech.” ® 

The agreement of our authors about the relations between Germans and 
Romans does not hold good only of the Visigoths in Southern France and Spain. 
R was not only there that the Germans were just and generous to the conquered 
Romans,® so that a mutual friendliness soon came about, and the freedom of the 
Romans was best preserved among the barbarians ; the same story is told also 
ot Italy, in ^7 when Ae Ostrogoths were besieging Rome, they sent ambassadors 
wno boasted before Belisarius that since the conquest of Italy they had strictly 
conserved Roman arrangements; that not only had they guarded and fostered 
Roman laws and state institutions as carefully as any Emperor had done, but that 
^e religious interests of the Romans had been observed with the greatest care, so 
that no one had had to change his faith; and that the Romans had kept all public 
offices, none having ever been held by a Goth.® Here the maintenance of the 
status quo ^ actually stated to be the political programme of the conquering 
Germans. The sixth century Byzantine author, Agathias, admires the Franks, not 
only on account of their other excellences but also for that love of justice and 
concord, which strikes him particularly as characteristic of them.® 

A similar state of affairs may also be observed in the East, which was supposed 

^ guhrnat. Dei, iv, 14, MG. AA-, i, 49. 

Op cit., Book V, chap. 5, §. 21. MG. AA., i, 59. 

® Ibid., Ill, §. 2. ^ 

« Histor,, vii, 47, 7; Corp. SS. Eccl. LaL, v, <<4. 

« Histou, i, 2. » » 

® C£ Salvianus, op. cit., v, 36. 

^ Orosius, vii, 47, 7. 

« Procopius, De hello Gotico, ii, 6, 17 ff. 

® Histories, i, 2. 
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to have suffered so severely from the '' Germanic storm ’h The Vita Severing which 
has been used only to prove the destruction and min of Roman culture, relates 
that the citizens of Passau (Boiotram) asked Severinus, in spite of his disapproving 
attitude, to obtain King Feba’s permission for them to trade with the Rugii.^ 
Moreover, the same source expressly states tliat the Romans who had to leave* 
Lauriacum were divided peacefully among the towns and lived in amicable inter¬ 
course with the Rugii.^ 

These definite statements by Roman audiors of the fifth and sixth centuries 
support one another, because although they are quite independent statements, 
diev agree. But, it may be asked, from another point of view are they not self¬ 
contradictory, since elsewhere they depict in such detail the great destruction 
caused by the barbarians ? This inner contradiction is certainly there, and has been 
already noticed by students of the period.^ But it is surely explicable if we realize 
the peculiar psychological effect upon the Romans of the political developments 
of the time. We cannot expect an objective description of actual events from them. 
Must not diese enthusiastic adherents of Roman power naturally have been prone 
to exaggerate the unavoidable consequences of a war which overcame that power, 
and finally caused its collapse ? Their despair about its future caused their descrip¬ 
tions to become more pessimistic,^ as before their eyes the w^orld turned more and 
more to the new rule of foreign “ barbarians ”, and the latter not only gained 
political success, but found support among the Roman population. The 
attitude of a man like Apollinaris Sidonius may be taken as typical. The greater 
die dislike of cultured Romans for this change, the sharper would be the contrast 
with the barbarians and the blacker the description of the fate of conquered 
Rome. 

It was not until quite recently that objective evidence, hitherto lacking, 
appeared on behalf of the Germans, against whom these authors took up such a 
hostile, and, in many ways, such a prejudiced position. This objective evidence 
has been furnished by the great achievements of archeological research. The 
remains of Roman ciUIization which have been excavated, and the proofs of early 
Ge,niiaiiic settlement which have been found on the most important Roman sites, 
are immistakabie evidence against the catastrophic theory, and reliable testimony 
to a friendly attitude towards culture on the part of the Germans who entered the 
declining Roman v-orld. The so-called age of the migrations involved no great 
intermption of civilization, no complete demolition and devastation of late Roman 
life, the pulse of which continued to beat. But what of the period immediately 
folioving ? In the new German states on Roman soil were there perhaps such 
destructive processes This is our second main question : Were these German 
barbarians op^Ie of taking over the inheritance of culture from the Romans, 
of keeping it alive, and even of developing it independently > The investigation 
which foiiows attempts to answer this question. 
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Chapter IV 


THE OCCUPATION OF THE LAND BY THE GERMANS IN THE FIFTH 
. AND SIXTH CENTURIES 

T he events of 476 and especially the so-called ‘‘ fall ’’ of the western Roman 
Empire were the natural consequence of its penetration by the Germans, as 
described in the preceding chapter. In Italy, too, for centuries past, barbarians 
had been settled again and again, for example the Marcomanni by Marcus Aurelius, 
the Alemanni, and Taifali during the years 370-7, and many others. In the middle 
of the fifth century a Fiscus harbaricus is mentioned, a fund from which the foreign 
soldiers were given their pay and maintenance allowances.^ The mercenaries now 
demanded definite grants of land, as they had often done in other places, and, 
following a much practised custom, chose as king their leader, the Scirian Odoacer, 
who was serving in the Emperor’s bodyguard. A third of the Roman soil, corre¬ 
sponding to the Roman billeting-system, was given by him to his people in 
perpetuity.^ 

We do not know many details of these divisions of the land. They certainly 
affected only a comparatively small part of Italy, for Odoacer’s troops cannot have 
been very numerous. He allowed Romulus Augustulus, the last Roman Emperor, 
to live, and there was also a second Emperor, Julius Nepos, in Dalmatia. Similarly, 
Roman systems continued to exist little disturbed by this change in the external 
constitution of the state. No violent upheaval is even mentioned in contemporary 
sources. Odoacer would appear on the whole to have been generous and mild to 
the Romans,^ for a Roman writer who otherwise shows a strong dislike for the 
German barbarians ^ (Eugippius, author of the Vita Serverini) mentions him in 
very friendly terms.® Moreover, Odoacer’s attitude to the Romans in Nor!cum 
(488) shows the same mildness, for he caused them to be brought into safety across 
the Alps, when this province could no longer be held. 

Let us now therefore consider the procedure of dividing up land. The single 
lots which were handed over by the possessores to the guests (hospites\ 

were certainly not of equal size. Tacitus himself has indicated that the* division 
of land among the Germans took place in general according to rank {secundum 
dignationem). The Roman billeting-system, however, took the military rank of the 
hospes into consideration as well, a higher rank carrying with it a claim to a greater 
share of land.® 

The Ostrogoths settled on Roman soil more densely than Odoacer’s followers 

^ C£ Th. Moj^sen, Ostgot. Studien,” N. Archiv., xiv, 501 (1889). 
r, j. Della supposta fusione degli Italiani coi Germani nei primi secoli del Medioevo/^ 

Rendzconti della R. Accad. dei Lincei Ser. v, 9, 358 ff. (1900) ; esp. Juris, Uher das Reich des Odowakar 
(1883). 

^ Gabotto, Storia della Italia Occident^ i, 313 £ 

^ C£ Biidinger, Su:(;-Ber, der Wiener Akademie^ xci, 796. 

** Perhaps Severinus’s prophecy to Odoacer may he taken in this sense : “ Vade, inquit, ad Italiam, 
vade yiiisimis nunc pellihus coopertus, sed multis cito plurima largiturus** (MG. AA., i, ii). Is this 
a vaticimum ex eventui 

^ C£ G. Pallmann, op. cit., ii, 324. 
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had done, when they conquered Italy under Theodoric in 491.^ At first they kept 
to the lands (sortes Eeruhrum) given by Odoacer to his troops, which naturally 
passed to them when tliey had conquered the latter. But Theodoric's bands of 
Goths were certainly much more numerous than those of his opponent, and there 
had therefore to be^a fresh division of land. We learn that Theodoric entrusted 
this task to a noble Roman, Liberius, who had already made himself useful to 
Odoacer. The individual allotment -was carried out in writing (pittacia) by 
subordinates (dekgatores), in such a w^ay that on the whole Roman conditions of 
property holding were to a large extent respected. It is probable that there was 
sometimes no actual division but that the demanded third was given in ground 
rent (teniae). Often the Goths dwelt scattered here and there among the Romans, 
and, holding property in common with them (praediorum communio), thus became 
their property associates and partners (consortes). On the whole, the Ostrogoth 
occupation of Italy caused no considerable change in economic conditions. 
Theoderic was very moderate in his treatment of the Italian population.^ Roman 
land-owners remained independent and free. He himself, according to Procopius, 
declared that he wished to maintain Roman arrangements ; and Cassiodorus also 
speaks incidentally of the common rights of Goths and Romans (Var. VIII, 3). 
The introduction of the Germans into the old Roman framework did not, however, 
take place to the same extent throughout the whole of Italy; the Gothic settle¬ 
ments w^ere thickest in Upper Italy and in the east (Samnium, Picenum), and less 
numerous in the w^est (in the Campania, the country round Rome and Tuscany), 
w4ile tiiere w^ere Yety few in die south and in Sicily. This colonization did not 
take place in compact masses in particular districts, but was loosely distributed, 
like a wide-meshed net; it may, how^ever, be assumed that the family tie was an 
important basis of settlement, and there is direct evidence of this in the case of the 
Rugii who had joined the Goths. On the other hand, the importance of the family 
in this matter must not be exaggerated; there was certainly no equal division of 
land within it, and individual treatment was secured by the nature of the Roman 
billeting system. Moreover, there is no trace of larger groupings, such as hundreds. 
The decrease in Italy’s population caused by the preceding wars, and the partial 
devastation of the plains, may have made the new partition somewhat easier. The 
king himself appropriated Ac Imperial patrimonium and also confiscated rich 
lands, W'Eich he presented to his military comitatus. The cultivation of waste land 
w^as encouraged and a considerable part of die great landed estates (not only 
those of the king) was let out for rent.® It is significant that Gothic names are 
found among ^ the colonL Great differences in landed property are noticeable ; 
Inside the military nobles there are the great landowners (potentes), while 
the freemen are occasionally distinguished as honestiores and humiliores (or 
w/mw). The disadvantage of the late Roman agrarian system seems to have 
had the same social effects as before; for Theodoric in his Edict,^ and later 
lotila, wem obliged to protect the peasant classes against the oppression of the 
greatlandownem.^ But under Byzantine mle (553“5<^8) an economic readjustment 
m favour of the latter took place. The so-called “ pragmatic sanction’V of 
Justiiiiaii (554) cancelled Totila s grants of land and restored to the Romans their 


^ See Gexman edit., i®, 205. 
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property as it had existed before Totila.^ Thus the old Roman conditions, 
especially in the matter of the organization of land-ownership, found a new and 
important support. 

The conquest of Italy by the Lombards (5^^) created broader foundations 
for this new development. We do not indeed know very much about it, for the 
existing Lombard laws are considerably later, which is perhaps the reason why 
they tell us nothing of the procedure during the first division of the land. Other¬ 
wise this lack of information would seem curious in the light of recent investigations 
which have proved that the older Visigothic laws were used in framing the Edict 
of Rothari (643).^ The Roman quartering ’’ principle upon which this edict 
was based is not mentioned here. It is not clear whether the division of land 
among the Lombards differed from that of the Visigoths and Burgundians; was it 
perhaps less favourable to the previous owners ? Roman sources speak of the 
massacres, pillage, and oppression which the Lombards spread everywhere, and 
it is certain that in the first part of the conquest many Romans were taken captive 
and had their property confiscated, whilst many were killed or fled. The rich royal 
lands passed to the King of the Lombards, and, after Cleph’s assassination (574), 
to the thirty-five army chiefs (duces). Nevertheless, during the kingless period 
oi lilt duces (574—584) there was nothing like a general expropriation of Romans, 
or their universal reduction to the semi-free condition of aldiu^ They must, to a 
considerable extent, have kept their personal freedom and their property, even 
though it might be burdened with taxes and duties such as the tertia^ which meant 
a third of the produce (tributarii),^ It is a significant fact that many Romans, 
freemen as well as serfs, fled to die Lombards to escape from the oppression of 
Roman landowners, because they found their freedom guaranteed there.® 

The devastations of the conquest and the years of war certainly must have 
resulted in much uninhabited and waste land, which gave the army-leaders an 
opportunity to present their military retinues (gasindi) with gifts of land. Those 
among the Lombards, however, who were completely free were not everywhere 
landlords ”, enjoying an unearned income derived from the labour of their 
tenants because they did not want to till the land themselves.® On the contrary, 
there is far more evidence to show that not a few of the smaller landowners farmed 
part of their property {sala^ sundrio) themselves, and that on the larger estates also 
independent cultivators existed side by side with those holding rented land.^ 
It is probable that already at the time of the occupation the considerable 
variations in the size of properties corresponded with variations in social position. 
Besides the poor there were the better-off, hi qui maiore virtute habentur,^ In the 
settlements ties of blood (farae) may here and there have played a part, which 
may account for place-names compounded with “ Fara ”, but in the later household- 
communities of brothers and collateral relations they can hardly have done so.^ 
Schupfer has already assumed that the network of blood-relationships had been 
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broken bv mixtures of race, by the long wars, and by Romanizing 
i and it\-as pointed out some time ago that the settlement was based 
timouuf.oat on clearly defined private owersliip and that diere is nowhere any 
e'’‘Nence of remains" of communal ovmership. Wherever communal farming 
occurs? as it does in tlie household-communities, it was obviously for economic 
reasons, since it was easier for a large number of hands to farm the land undivided. 
irmiis?be added tliat among the Lombards an artificial brotherhood (adfratatio) 
of unrelated persons took place for definite economic purposes, in order to lighten 
the burdens of dues and labour services, and to secure themselves, by extending 
their hereditary riglits, against the reversion of the land to the siegneurial land- 
ovoners .2 Even in the household-communities the members had a right at any 
time to share out in equal parts. The waste-lands (forest, pasture, water), the 
Fiiivaida remained undivided for common use, and the extent of this use was 
proportionate to tlie size of each individual holding.^ Thus the use of the waste 

not based on a principle of communal property-holding. 

Witli die rise of Authari to power in 584 tlie monarchy was restored,^ and the 
Dukes now handed over half of tiieir property to it. At the same time a definite 
agreement or “ restoration ” was made with die Romans so that the new king, 
who adopted the significant tide of Flavius, arranged a division of land between 
them and die Lombard kospites. Of the nature of this division we know no details. 
After the peaceful period under Authari, Romanization made great progress.^ This 
would hardly have been possible if all the Romans had been expropriated long before 
and had sunk to the condition of semi-free aMiJ Probably the Roman population 
was superior to its Lombard conquerors not only in culture, but in numbers.^ It 
wus most significant where mobility of property was concerned that Rothari 
(643) recognized the legality of wills and permitted last dispositions for the purpose 
of spiritual salvation.® It is especially obserxuble that a free man without a son 
could give his property elsewLere,® without any limitation owing to the prior 
claims of relations or neighbours. In the laws of King Liutprand (713-735) a 
certain equality of Roman and Lombard rights is to be seen in the business inter¬ 
course of everyday life. Marriage is allowed between Romans and Lombard women, 
a .fact wLiicIi must have brought about an increasing mixture of race. 

Numerous documentaity sources show the continuance of late Roman 
economic systems in the organization of seigneurial land-ownership, especially 
in the different types of land tenure.^® Here also scholars have recently proved 
that in tlie first period of settlement the Germans nowdiere lived permanently 
in large consolidated groups.^^ It has been proved that in Tuscany the ancient 
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place-names have survived more or less over the whole country and up into the 
mountains, and tliat the ecclesiastical patron-saints of pre-Lombard times were 
scattered to the same extent, but that the specifically Lombard saints do not seem 
to have been confined to any particular region, being often found in places which 
already existed in earlier times, not infrequently close to the places of worship 
of the subject Romans^ In Lombardy and Piedmont there are numerous traces 
of Lombard influence, both in place-names and in art.^ The same is true of 
Friuli, Venetia, and the districts of Spoleto and the Abruzzi.® 

Not only in Italy but in Spain and the south of France (Aquitania), too, the 
German conquerors found Roman ways settled and firmly rooted. The settlement 
of the Visigoths in southern GauH took place at the beginning of the fifth century 
under King Wallia (c. 418). About the middle of this century the conquest of 
Spain was begun by Theodoric II (453-466) and completed for the most part by 
Euric (466-485). The numerous laws of the Visigothic kings, of which fragments 
remain even from Euric’s time, allow us to trace fairly clearly the gradual develop¬ 
ment of the conditions of settlement, now that later criticism has determined the 
various redactions of these laws.^ According to the earliest Gothic legal document, 
the law-book of King Euric (c. 475), the old estates (fundi) seem to have been divided 
among Goths and Romans, the former receiving two-thirds (sortes Goticae) and 
the Romans one-third (tertiae Romanorum). The Visigoths also appear as hospites; 
and they, too, were on the whole moderate and generous in their attitude to Roman 
conditions of ownership.® Indeed there are proofs that under King Athaulf some 
estates near Bordeaux were at first left quite free from Gothic hospitesd It is 
noteworthy that according to Euric’s decrees the old estate-boundaries (termini) 
of the fundi were to be taken as a guide. If the property were undefined 

by definite marks or boundaries, there was to be an investigation, to which both 
parties could send their chosen representatives.^ It should be noticed that in the 
text of Euric’s law the technical expressions employed are those in use by Roman 
surveyors (inspection limites).^ No one was to fix boundaries afresh without the 
knowledge of his partner (consortis)^ or of the officials in charge (inspectore). Any 
infringement of this law was punished and thus the Romans were protected against 
capricious encroachments.^® Moreover, the expressions divisio and consortes do not 
always refer to partitions between Romans and Goths, but often to those among 
the Goths themselves.^^ Futhermore, the Visigoths were not landlords in the sense 
that they lived on rents from the subject Romans; Dahn has already proved this 
from sources (Merobaudes, etc.) which show that the Goths themselves took part 
in agriculture.^^ In this respect, too, they appeared side by side with and in the midst 
of the Romans, and were not separate from them or detached from their economic 

^ F. Schneider, op. cit., i, 174 £ 

^ CipoUa, op. cit., 557 £ 

® See the proofs given by Ai. Wolff in Hartmann, Geschichte Italiens, ii, i, 52 r. 

* C£ Gaupp, op. cit., 372 ff. 

f C£ Zeimer, “GescHchte der westgotischen Gesetzgebung,” iV. Archiv.^ voL 23,24,26, and R. de 
Urena y Smenjaud, La legislacidn goticohispana^ ^905, also Ausgahe Zeumers in MG. IX. sect, i, i (1902). 

® See the examples given by Dahn, op. cit, 54. 

^ Dahn, op. cit., 53, note 5. 

® MG. LL. i, I, 4, c. 276. 

® C£ Rudorff, Die rdmischen Feldmesser^ i, 281, and ii, 234 ff. 

Euric,^ op. cit., 276. “ Quod si forsitan liber hoc fecerit, damnum pervasoris excipiat, quod 

legibus continetur.” C£ Germ, edit., i^, 13. 

Gaupp, op. cit., 395 ,* Dahn, op. cit., 55, note 3. C£ Germ, edit, i% 14. 

^2 Dahn, op. cit, 53, 55. 



EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 


activities. It is perfectly clear everywhere that the individual owns property in 
land and has extensive rights of disposal over it, without limitation by clan or 


Ictiilli V • 

For a long time after the division of the arable land, there were undivided forest¬ 
land and unfenced pastures in common possession and in common use by Goths 
and Romans.^ If a partner is going to make a clearing, says another passage in the 
Yisigotliic Law, his consortes must be compensated by the grant of a corresponding 
piece of forest in another place; or if this is impossible, he is to have part of the 
clearing.^ Because tliere is mention here of a particular kind of division, it is not 
to be concluded tliat the original division had not been completed. The matter is 
easily explained if w’e proceed from Roman conditions as our basis, i.e. if we put 
ourselves in tlie position of the Visigoths when they were settling there. Besides 
his individual property in arable land, the Roman owner also had the use of the 
compascua^ the undivided forest and pasture.^ It was only natural that the Goth 
became entitled to this right with his share, too, and that the uncultivated land 
(mountain, forest, and pasture) continued to remain undivided for technical 
economic reasons. That particular law is intended to prevent either of the consortes 
from doing anything to the disadvantage of the other,^ W'hich must have happened 
if one of then, by making a clearing, took individual property from the hitherto 
common and undivided forest. This is also a proof, hitherto unnoticed, that the 
Visigoths themselves took part in the work of agriculture, for no difference as 
regards nationality is made between the two consortes.^ 

The sortes of the Goths can hardly have been equal everywhere. For one 
thing the king could add to them by presents from the rich lands of the Fisc.® For 
another tliere was extensive freedom in the disposal of property such as alienation 
by written agreement; the payment of purchase price before witnesses ^ was 
just as frequent as gifts from husband to wife, exchange before witnesses ® or 
disposition at deatli, and these were hound sooner or later to lead to marked 
changes in tenure and widely scattered properties. Moreover, Wartrecht ” 
of heirs was abolished by King Euric. Originally, marriages between Goths and 
Romans w^ere forbidden; but from the middle of the sixtli century the fusion 
of the two races made great strides when this ban was lifted by King Leovigild 
(5 68-5 86), and daughters w^ere given equal rights of inheritance with sons. Under 
Leovigild s successor, Reccared I (586—601), the religious differences also dis¬ 
appeared, because he gave up Aryanism, and Catholicism became the state religion. 
With the increasing influence of the church new causes of disruption appeared in 
the old conditions of land tenure. 

As the Roman quartering-system wms die basis of the Gothic settlements, the 
latter cannot, from the beginning, have been in compact areas. Moreover, Salvian 
cff Marseilles for Southern France and Orosius for Spain are definite witnesses to 
the fact diat many Romans lived .among the Goths, and even went to them in order 
to escape the oppr^sion of Roman landowners.® Thus, even if here and there the 
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3 c , , f 9 • “ I>e siivis inter Gotum et Romanum indivisis relictis.” 

neioWj chap, v, 

* C£ Ganpp, op. dt., 399. 

! See the simiiar device in Lex Burgmdiomm. 220, note in. 

.Lex op. ciL, ii, i, 6; Gaupp, op. cit., 396. 

7 Lex f'^sigot, li, I, 6. 




OCCUPATION OF THE LAND BY THE GERMANS 99 

Goths had more enclosed zones of settlement/ these must gradually have been 
penetrated by Romans, who would be able, as smaller owners or free labourers, to 
pass on Roman customs and agriculture. Practical examples of this, drawn from 
eveiy^day life, are given by the Visigothic Formularies, which are not found, 
however, until the beginning of the seventh century.^ As for the different types 
of settlement established by the Visigoths, it seems that the isolated homestead 
and the village settlement are commonly found side by side; evidence of this 
is found in many passages in the Visigothic Law.^ 

To the north of the Visigoths the Burgundians ^ had advanced their settle¬ 
ments ; they had been forced out of their earlier colonies on the Middle Rhine, 
and after their defeats by the Romans and Huns (435-6) had received Savoy 
as a^ settlement area; thence they spread southwards into the regions of the Upper 
Rhone and Saone to Lyons, and north-east over the Jura (443). They did not 
come as conquerors, but to some extent they were summoned by the provincials 
themselves. Here, also, there was a division of land ; and, according to a royal 
decree of the end of the fifth century, the Burgundian, who was regarded as a 
hospes, was to have two-thirds of the arable land, half of the demesne (house), the 
orchard, the forest, and the pasture, and one-third of the dependent unfree tenants. 
Possibly there was a great deal of uncultivated arable land, and little available 
labour, s and an endeavour was being made to bring this land also under cultivation 
and taxation. The Burgundians were certainly not only given deserted colonicae^ 
or waste land and new assarts, and the terra dominica was not exempted from 
division.® 

Moreover, the land was not divided into closed districts (cantons), in order 
that the Burgundians, who were supposed to have been hunters and nomads, 
should receive chiefly the mountainous and wooded regions of the Jura, and the 
Romans the fertile plains.Tit. xxxviii, 5, of the Burgundian Law shows clearly 
on the contrary that Romans and Burgundians settled side by side in the same 
place.® This passage also indicates that the isolated-homestead settlement {Hofan- 
siedelung) was not the prevailing type.^ 

Individual ownership of land seems to have been already in existence, even 
in the case of meadows and vineyards.^® If there were still undivided arable lots 
in the common property of several owners, any one of the co-sharers had at any 
time the right to demand a division.There was also waste land, especially 
forests, in common possession {silva cornrriunis). The Lex Romana Burgundiorum 
decrees that the right of using woods, mountain, and pasture should be common 
to all and that every man’s use should be regulated by the size of his property.^^ 
Communal households were certainly still in existence among the consortes^ but 
can hardly have been common between Roman and Burgundians. Tit. xxxviii, 7, 
of the Burgundian Law implies rather that the houses of Burgundians and Romans 
were separate even in the same settlement.^® As among the Visigoths, the clearing 

3 Kowalewsky, JDtedkon. EntwicL Europos. 215 E 
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of undivided forest-iand was not allowed to be to the advantage of one partner 
onlvP This also shows that the Burgundians themselves cultivated their land. 

" In addition to the land obtained by division with the Romans, there was also 
propert}^ given to the Burgundians by the kings (regzs largitate or munificentia^ 
puMka largkione). Here, too, the crown shared with its followers some of the 
rich land which had fallen to it, but if any Burgundians had received arable land 
with unfree tenants in this way, they were not permitted to demand either the 
usual third of mancipia^ or the t^^o-thirds of land in the place appointed to them 
as kospites, but were obliged to content themselves with less, since they had already 
been otherudse provided with land by the king. This measure appears to have 
been designed to prevent the Burgundians from enriching themselves too much, 
because, as is explained at the end of the law itself,^ many illegal demands were 
made over and above what King Gundobad himself had earlier ordained. This 
is not a new law but an insistence on an old one, together with a limitation of the 
decreed method of division (tw^o-thirds of the arable land, one-third of the serfs), 
as Gundobad refers to the earlier part of his reign and to his predecessors when 
speaking of gifts of crown land. We may, therefore, assume that the larger share 
had been the old rule, and that later it was reduced to half. This view is supported 
by the fact that a similar tendency to protect the Roman appears in an “ Extrava¬ 
gant ” in tlie Code ; Burgundians coming later were not to demand more than 
was now {adpresem) necessaiy^, i.e. half the arable land ; the other half, with all 
mmdpiay was to be kept by the Romans and henceforward no violence was to be 
done to them.^ Thus the Roman economic organization was not destroyed. 

The state of Burgundian law must have helped in the division of the land. 
From early times a father during his life-time was able to divide his property with 
his sons with equal rights (Tit. li, i); he could do what he liked with the share 
left to him (the free part). Indeed in a later law he was given the right to dispose 
freely of the whole property, as well as of his acquisitions before the division 
(Tit. i, i); but the part acquired from the Romans was excluded from this 
permission.^ Moreover, after the division a son could also freely dispose of his 
share (li, 2). In this way many Burgundians seem to have disposed of their lots 
all too easily by the year 500. The king was obliged to interfere, and decree that 
no one could sell his land unless he had a lot or landed estate {sortem aut possess- 
Tit. Lxxxiv, i) elsewhere. If such a man were obliged to sell his lot, 
dien no extraneous person should have precedence of the Roman hospes^ and a 
stranger was excluded from possessing it (ibid., 2). This seems to indicate not a 
right of purchase on die part of the co-possessor, but a prior claim on that of the 
original (Roman) owmer, which seems to be adequately based on the preceding 
partition in virtue of the hospkalitas. 

It is further significant diat decrees were made against the frequency of 
gifts, and, wills, making the latter more difficult (Tit. xliii). Those which had 
not five or seven witnesses, and were not in writing and signed, were not valid. ^ 
Moreover,^ an age-limit (fifteen years) was set, below which no purchase, gift, or 
emancipation was \^lid (Tit. Ixxxvii). 


® Tit. liv, i. Cf. Germ, edit i^, 221, note, 3 
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Among the Burgundians, too, landed property was very unequally divided. 
With the obtimates, who seem to rank with Ae Roman nobiles (Tit. xxvi, i), 
mediocres, and inferiores personae are also mentioned (cf. also Tit. ci); and of 
these the mediocres are expressly described as ingenui (Tit. xxvi, 2). In contrast 
to the full freemen, there is once a mention of maiores personae (Tit. xxxviii, 5), 
i.e. greater landowners. They appear here, however, to have settled within 
the village. If we compare with this the passage quoted above, according to which 
Burgundians apparently often possessed land in other places besides those where 
lots had been given to them as hospites, it becomes clear that scattered possessions 
and a frequent intersection and interpenetration of properties were to be found, a 
state of affairs which had come about naturally, in consequence of the mobility 
of property engendered by the uncontrolled legal rights of expropriation. 

The Franks seem to provide an antithesis to the German tribes which we 
have hitherto been considering and essential differences have been assumed by 
recent scholars. Not only did they not divide the land with the Romans, but they 
were said to have seized at least a part of it by force. On what are these theories 
based First of all on the fact that the earliest laws of the Salian Franks, the Lex 
Salica, say nothing about a division of land. This is certainly remarkable, 
especially as it is known that this Salic Law agrees closely with both the Visigothic 
and Burgundian Codes, which go back to a common source, the laws of King 
Euric.^ 

On closer examination, however, this argument completely loses its force. 
The original text of the Salic Law no longer exists and can hardly be reconstructed 
from the present form. Numerous additions are obvious, and, moreover, the 
basic text itself is not uniform, but is rather in the nature of a compilation with 
insertions and changes belonging to a later date. Above all, royal decrees have 
been recognized here and there, which do not belong to the time when the popular 
law was written down, but to an earlier or later date.^ Moreover, the hypothetical 
original text can hardly be earlier than the end of King Clovis’ reign (508-511) : 
i.e. it did not come into being until after the establishment of the Frankish 
centralized state, when the old Frankish tribal kingdom had been long outgrown 
and had become universal, after the subjection of the Alemanni and Visigoths. 
As R. Sohm has acutely pointed out, this constitutes a fundamental difference 
from the situation in the non-Frankish territories.® He drew the conclusion 
that on this account the land-division which took place in non-Frankish territories 
was unknown to the Frankish constitution. But this argument would be valid 
only if we had a record of Frankish law at the time when the Frankish kingdom 
was still a tribal kingdom. If, however, it is proved that the Lex Salica is a revision 
and a compilation which suited and was drawn up to suit later conditions, then it 
is surely useless to seek from it information about conditions long since past. 
Even if such information had once been there it would no longer have any 
practical value. In fact the testimonium ex silentio does not in this case prove what 
scholars have tried to prove from it. On the contrary, the obvious dependence of 
the Salic Law on King Euric’s laws in other directions makes it probable that its 
silence on the subject of a division of land was caused by conditions prevailing 
at the later time of its compilation, for which the decrees in the older code were 
no longer suitable. 

^ C£ H. Bmimer, ® Ibid., 431. 

® Die frdnkische Reicks- und Gerichtsverfassung^ 33 (1871). 
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The possibility, therefore, remains that division of land between Franks and 
Romans took place earlier, perhaps in the course of the fifth century. Former 
scholars used rishtl v to point out circumstances in favour of such a theory; above all 
the fact that the ma'in cause which had led to the division among the non-Frankish 
tribes existed here also, i.e. military^ ser\dce and the protection which the Germans^ 
gave to the Romans.^^ Moreover^ the Lex Salica uses a number of Roman legal 
expressions of which some, such as contubernium zn6.fiscus, are very significant ^ ; 
and it also implies that free land-ownership of Romans {Romanus possessor) was 
of common occurrence,^ Most scholars have agreed that on the whole the settle¬ 
ment of the Franks was a peaceful one, that they mostly allowed the old methods 
to continue/ and that in particular the freemen were allowed to keep their land.^ 

If in opposition to this view it be maintained tliat the Franks on the occasion 
of their first settlement did not treat the Romans so gently as the Lex Salica might 
lead one to suppose, “ tlie destruction of Christianity in these regions was coinci¬ 
dent with die destruction of the provincial elements.” The Franks did not in any 
circumstances tolerate old rights of ownership within their prescribed boundaries ”; 
the eremus was the condition of Frankish settlement.® It must, however, be 
admitted that there are no proofs whatsoever for these hypotheses. The sources 
on which they are based never mention a disappearance or a destruction of 
Christianity, but speak only of the existence of the pagans. Moreover, the sources 
are none too remarkable; they consist of the lives of missionary saints of later 
times, which naturally try to extol and adorn the success of their heroes’ activities at 
the expense of previous conditions, of wliich they are for the most part ignorant. 
The only one which tells of a banishment of Christians by the Franks is the Vita 
Ekutheriiy and it is untrustv^orthy. But if a complete disappearance of Christianity 
in those districts be not proved, then the further question arises whether, even 
assuming a certain decline of Christianity, this was due to an extermination of the 
Romans fay the Franks. '^ We know to-day that the Saxons used often to plunder the 
north coast of Gaul, and that finally after the middle of the fourth century they 
settled diere, in Normandy and in Western Flanders.® The numerous place-names 
in -tun in the coast district near Boulogne-sur-Mer, and those in -em or -hem in 
the Ghent district, already mentioned in the records of the old Frankish monas¬ 
ter}^ of St. Bertln (Sithiu),^ are proofs and remains of these Saxon settlements. 

Furthermore, it has been maintained that the behaviour of the Franks was 
fundamentally different at different places and at different times. ‘‘ Before Clovis’ 
time, in the districts up to the Somme, they took as much land as they wished,” 
i.e. they expropriated land, whereas later on they acted quite differently. “ In the 
regions conquered by Clovis and his successors, the land owned by provincials 
ms not touched. The need of the Salians for new dwelling places must have been 
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already sufSciently satisfied by the acquisitions up to the Somme, since, according 
to the evidence of later language-boundaries, their areas of compact Frankish 
settlement did not quite reach this river.” ^ 

But is it at all likely that such a difference in the behaviour of the Franks 
existed ? If at the time of the first settlement when they had no strong monarchy 
they took possession chiefly of ownerless land, are we to believe that after the 
establishment of the monarchy by Clovis they behaved so much more leniently 
in the districts conquered by force than at the time of their peaceful settlement ? 
Moreover, opportunities for confiscation and for appropriation of ownerless land 
must have been more numerous in the time of the great conquests than 
during the first settlement. The reference to later language-frontiers too can in 
nowise give support to this theory, for the Frankish settlements by no means 
conformed to these. ‘‘ After the conquest Franks settled in all parts of the land, 
not only up to the Loire, where the Frankish was either denser than, or as dense 
as, the Latin population, but also beyond the Loire to southernmost Gaul and to 
Burgundy ; it is quite clear that they settled here.” ^ 

It is possible to-day to trace the settlement of the Franks in much more 
accurate detail by means of historical evidence. From the beginning of the 
Christian era German tribes of the Frankish group were settling on Roman soil 
and were ’coming into contact with the Romans. Quite apart from the Batavi 
who, with the Frisians, had submitted to the Romans and had provided them with 
much-valued auxiliaries,^ Sugambri had already been transferred in a.d. 8 by 
Tiberius to the left bank of the Rhine.'^ Towards the end of the third century the 
Frankish settlements in Gaul must have been especially numerous. After 286 
the Emperor Maximian by a peaceful agreement had allowed the Franks to settle 
in the districts of the Nervii and Treveri, i.e. in Brabant and on the Moselle. 
Shortly afterwards Chamavi, Chattuarii, and Frisians invaded the land of the 
Batavi, and were settled by Constantins Chlorus, after he had conquered them, 
in the territory of the Somme and the Oise, as also in the districts of Troyes, 
Langres, Dijon and Autun.^ In the fourth century Franks are mentioned among the 
German tribes which were settled as coloni (laeti) in Gaul with the duty of military 
service.® In Julian’s time Salians followed to the Roman Toxandria across the 
Rhine and were confirmed in their new land by the Emperor.'^ The Chattuarii 
must have established their settlement before 392 in the land inhabited by the 
Cugerni on the left bank of the Rhine.® 

An earlier scholar, who was especially interested in the history of the 
Emperor Diocletian, pointed out that even before the great Frankish invasion, 
northern Gaul must have been half German, in view of the great number of German 
colonists and soldiers who were transferred to the Roman provinces.^ We are 
also told that in the fourth century Franks had great influence at the Roman court 
and reached high office in the Roman army and administration.^® At the beginning 
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of the fiftli centur^^ the Nothia Dignitatum mentions Frankish laeti near Rennes in 
Brittany, and in that centur\’ Roman generals such as Stilicho, ^tius, and Egidius 
not only fought with the Franks but received them on Roman soil. In 451 some of 
the Franks fought under JEtius as auxiliaries on the side of the Romans against 
Attila and his Huns. 

Thus Franks had obtained property in Gaul long before the foundation of 
the monarchy (about the middle of the fifth century) and had settled among the 
Romans, whose culture they had for some time known and acquired. It should be 
noted that in the fourth century the German coloni (laeti) appropriated landed 
property to themselves without an imperial grant (annotatio) ; or they seized land 
beyond’their alloted shares, so that the Emperor Honorius in 399 was obliged to 
promulgate a decree checking these abuses. It begins significantly with the remark 
that people from many tribes have come to Roman territory in order to have the 
advantage of land cultivated by the laeti^ An intermingling of Romans and Franks 
had thus been going on for a long time. To-day we can hardly assume that the 
Frankish settlements in the northern district as far as the Somme were as compact 
and self-contained as Lamprecht, Brunner, and Pirenne thought. If, as we have seen, 
Franks were settled there by Maximian at the end of the third century, and soon 
afterv’-ards Constantius Chlorus divided troops of captive barbarians (Frisians, 
Chamavi, and Chattuarii) among the Latin provincials in the regions of the Somme 
and the Oise for purposes of colonization, then there must have been a considerable 
pro\dncial population there, just as there was in the settlement of Toxandria by 
the Salians under Julian. Julian had conquered the latter, and their settlement was 
made with his permission, at a time when the Roman power was still unbroken.^ 
The fact that considerable numbers of Saxons settled there also teaches us to be 
cautious..^ 

As for the agrarian system of the early Franks there can, to-day, no longer be 
any doubt that the system which was formerly considered to exist exclusively 
in Roman districts, and in them only in the sixth century,^ was in fact already 
current during the first settlement of die Franks, i.e. there was nothing to prevent 
the private estates of Roman provincials from coming into Frankish hands dirough 
expropriation,® and in consequence of intercourse with the Romans the principle 
of free exchange of property w’-as applied also to die land, so that in both larger and 
smaller estates purchase, gifts, precariaey and other transactions were the order of 
the day.® For the Frankish setdements were not made in completely ownerless 
districts nor were they entirely self-contained; they were on Roman soil where 
there were provincials beside the Franks. The Salic Law tells us that the Romans 
were looked on as subjects having equal rights with the Franks. The earlier idea 
that the German was considered of higher value than the Roman and that this 
found an expression in a higher wergeld, has been refuted by H. Brunner.'^ The 
mention of die Romanus trihutarius together with and after the Romanus possessor 
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is another proof that Roman ownership still continued; both appear in Tit. xli 
which is headed de homicidiis ingenuorum. 

How are we to picture to ourselves this first Frankish settlement on Roman 
soil ? The theories on the subject have hitherto suffered from the influence of 
tendencious theories of history and have taken far too little account of actual 
historical conditions and, least of all, of the facts established by archaeological 
research. Proceeding from the much quoted accounts of C^sar and Tacitus, 
which are extremely ambiguous and were often misunderstood,^ scholars believed, 
without taking into consideration the intervening developments, that a common 
occupation of the land by large social groups, especially by clans (Sippe\ took place 
and that at first only common ownership with communal cultivation existed. 
Most scholars thought, as we have seen, that these conditions lasted into the early 
^Frankish period. These general hypotheses continued also to colour the theories 
concerning the period when individual ownership of land was supposed to have 
established itself. Among these the conception of Germanic freedom ^ in particular 
exerted much influence. It was impossible not to conceive that the principle 
dominating land settlement and division was equal rights for all free Germans. 
The very name of the Franks caused much mischief here, for even down to quite 
recent times it was interpreted as undoubtedly meaningfreeman The tendency 
of all social theory was to refer this freedom to the personal position of the indivi¬ 
dual. To-day, however, we know that it 4 s obviously to be considered in antithesis 
to the peoples who were subjected to the Romans.^ But does Franke ” really 
mean freeman We must not attach too great importance to the Roman meaning 
of the word; recent philology is inclined to derive it from “ frak ”, meaning 
ferox^ defiant, or wild and rash.^ However this may be, the theory that the settle- 
ment was made by communities of free men with equal rights to the land is 
arbitrary and unfounded. It is contradicted by the evidence of the sources and 
the undoubted historical facts; above all, by Tacitus himself who (as we have 
seen) ^ expressly states that the division of land took place secundum dignationem. 
The Franks received grants of land from the Romans for military service and 
obviously according to Roman custom, i.e. military rank as well as social position 
must have been taken into account and must have caused differences. 

Hand in hand with this goes, in my opinion, the importance of the 
following ” (Gefolgschaft)^ which played a principal part in military undertakings. 
Recent research has shown that already under the later Roman Emperors the 
Germanic comitatus was giving rise to new military forms.® Is it likely that it 
was without influence on the division of land among the Franks themselves } 
It must certainly have been the cause of considerable differences in landed property. 
In all probability from the very beginning the princes and army-leaders, and later 
the kings, granted land in unequal amounts for special services, a procedure for 
^ which the laws provide direct evidence among the Visigoths and Burgundians.^ 
Concerning Merovingian gifts of land there is evidence that some “ grant a 
property which may be inherited or given away without limitation, like the normal 


^ See above, 33 ff. ^ Cf. above, 44 f. 

® Cf. O. Bremer, EtknograpJue der germanischen Stamme^ op. cit., iii^, 878 (1900). 

^ Cf. the article “ Franken ** by R. Much in Hoop’s Reallexikon der germanischen Altertumskunde* 
® Cf. above, 38. 

® Cf. H. Brunner, DRG., 60 (Die Truppe der protectoreslm 3. und die hrucellarii des 4:. JaAr- 
hunderts'). 

^ Cf. above, 98, note 6, and 100. 
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Roman gift of property''.^ Seigneurial estztes(Grundherrschafteri) were in existence 
among the Germans in the time of Tacitus, and certainly increased with the 
introduction of Catholicism and the establishment of the monarchy in the period 
of the great conquests and the extension of the kingdom ; and the number of the 
equally ancient half-free and unfree men who were dependent on them certainly 
increased likewise. In die Lex Salica there appear, side by side with the Roman 
tributarius^ the letus and servus (Tit xxvi) who are provided with land (Tit 1). 
On the odier hand it must be emphasized that so far no single proof has been found 
that land was granted by the king as common property to a community of 
neighbours or to an association of freemen ; this is merely an artificial fabrication 
based on h}q>otheses which have all been proved untenable. 

Moreover, the place-names in -ing or -ingen can no longer be considered 
evidence for clan settlements, based on blood relationship, since various scholars 
have shown that the suffix simply denotes “ appertaining to ”, in the geogra¬ 
phical sense as w^eil as in other senses,^ and does not imply only a family connection. 
English and German scholars have already maintained that it is wrong to look 
on these place-names merely as patronymics in the genitive plural form. The 
suffix -ing is added not only to family names but to the names of individuals ^; 
therefore these place-names may equally well denote family settlements or settle¬ 
ments on the land of some great landowner. 

Moreover, it is in the districts of Frankish settlement that the older theory 
finds its chief contradictions ; for the place-names in -ing are almost completely 
absent in the region where the existence of old Frankish settlements has been proved 
for certain.^ In fact, an attempt w^as made earlier to use them to determine the 
boundaries of Frankish and Alemannic expansion, by declaring the place-names 
in -ingen to be specifically Alemannic. If they really do denote clan or kinship 
settlements, then such settlements must have been almost completely absent 
among the Franks. To get over this difficulty, it has been suggested that in the 
Frankish period the place-names in -ingen^ which presumably once existed, were 
clianged into names in -helm. The old free Mark-associations, which were the foun¬ 
dation of theformer places were supposed in consequence of the Frankish conquest to 
have been reduced to bondage by the chiefs and their followings, and thus these 
place-names in -keim, denoting seigneurial land-ownership finally came into being.® 
Against this it must be pointed out that in those very regions where place-names 
in -keim are found in greatest numbers, in Alsace and in the Hither Palatinate, 
the wffiole historical development of the country points to free peasant settlements, 
and there is no trace of any system of seigneurial land-ownership.® It must also 
be pointed out that place-names in -Aezm do not show a fundamental difference 
of agricultural type from those in -ingen* They were not merely seigneurial 
estate, but may have also included peasant village settlements. They are also not 
specifically Frankish but are just as common to the German peoples in general 
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as those in 4 ngen?- As to the alleged change of names, Seebohm showed that 
place-names in -villa were often changed in German to -heim^ and about the 
same time Lamprecht noticed the same fact independently and produced examples 
from the Moselle district. Among these were not only names in which -heim 
stands for an original -ingen^ but also some where a still further change in the same 
name gives -ingen again: e.g. Frankingem, Frankenheim, Frenkingen.^ From 
this it would appear Aat we have here not so much a case of change of name as one 
of several names with the same meaning. O. Bethge has recently emphasized 
correctly that in early times -heim^ -hausen^ -statt^ -dorf could change about in 
the same place-names, just as in the Latin capitularies and records we find locus^ 
villa^ curtis^ and vicus for the same place.^ Thus the valuable data which recent 
research into place-names has yielded have undoubtedly invalidated certain criteria 
which at one time played an important part in the history of settlements, or have, 
to say the least of it, made them very unsafe and unreliable. However negative 
these results may at first appear, this latest development in the study of place- 
names has cleared the way for a great and unexpected increase of positive know¬ 
ledge, and for this reason it would be ungrateful to undervalue even those 
investigations whose conclusions do not now seem tenable. For it was owing to 
these and to the mutual explanations of those learned in place-names, that many 
fruitful observations were made which encouraged further developments. We 
have already seen what important connections were discovered as a result of the 
most recent research concerning place-names in -weilerJ^ 

It is now possible to suggest a new explanation for the place-names in -ingen^ 
basing it on the preceding remarks and on those made by supporters of the earlier 
theory. These -ingen terminations belong without doubt to the earliest place- 
names, if we reject the spurious analogous formations of later times. In a study 
of Hohenzollern place-, field-, and forest-names, it has been shown that the Celtic 
-acum is exactly equivalent to the later -ing.^ It has also been found that the 
same is true of the Moselle region."^ On the other hand, Seebohm was struck by the 
fact that the great number of places in -ing in England and northern France 
chiefly occur on old Roman soil.® Following the earlier theory, he tried to connect 
them with the German laeti of the time of Probus, Maximian, and Constantins 
Chlorus. More recently S. Riezler considered it most significant diat some spurious 
place-names in -ing seem to be directly connected with a Roman place-name.® 
In Bavaria these -ing endings generally belong to the oldest place-names and 
appear in the flat and especially fertile regions, where prehistoric and Roman 
excavations have been made.^® Finally, reference may be made to K. v. Ettmayer’s 
researches in Tyrol.^^ He finds that it is characteristic of the villages in -ing in the 
Upper Inn valley that they are always on the best sites, usually on the sunny side. 
He thought this could be explained only by assuming that they had belonged to a 
“ ruling ” people and could hardly owe their origin to a peaceful and gradual 

^ See Germ, edit., i, 240. ^ Op. cit., 245. 

^ Frankische IVanderungen und Ansiedelungen, op. cit., iv, 24£ (1882). 

^ “Frankische Siedelungen in Deutschland, auf Grund von Ortsnamen festgestellt,” Worter 
und Sachen, vi, 85 (1915). 

® Cf. above, 5k ® Birlinger, Ahmannzaj vi, 6. 
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® Seebohm, op. cit. 

® Siti-Ber, der hayriscken Akademie, 1909, ii, 6. Ibid., 7. 

“ Die geschichtlichen Grundlagen der Spracheneinteilung in Tirol,” Mitteil. d, Instit., Erg.-Bd., 
ix, 23 (1915). 
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infiltration of Germanic inhabitants in an otherwise Roman provincial territory. 
The main district with place-names in -ingen is, however, situated in modem 
Baden and Wiirttemberg, where Roman life lasted longest. For this very reason 
most scholars have tried to prove tliat these place-names were specifically 
Alemannic, Here I w^'Quld refer with special emphasis to the results of archaeological 
research. The places in w-here Roman excavations have been made, are becom¬ 
ing more and more numerous.^ This is so in Lorraine, in the Bavarian palatinate, 
in the regions of most ancient settlement (indicated by prehistoric finds) in 
Heidelberg, in Baden, in Wiirttemberg, in Hessen, and also in Bavaria. It has 
already been pointed out in discussing the place-names terminating in -walch in 
Norlcum, that near them and among definitely Roman names there are also 
numerous places wdth the ending. These examples may suffice to make it 
clear that the old Germanic settlements in -ing often succeed to Roman and even 
pre-Roman settlements. A continuity of culture is therefore apparent here, 
similar to that which we have already seen in the places in -weiler.^ Good fortune 
allows us to find documentary proof of this continuity in the case of a few places 
in -mg also.^ In the district of the Hunsriick and the Eifel near the Saar and the 
Sauer, place-names in -ing are in the majority, and here also long barrows are 
frequent,^ 

And now let us consider the phenomenon found generally and not only 
in Noricum; just as the places in --mg are found on or near sites of Roman civiliza¬ 
tion, and sometimes near places in -weiler^ so likewise places in -heim are often 
found in the neighbourhood. In Lorraine the old Frankish royal palace Theodonis- 
villa (Diedenhofen) lies in a circle of numerous places in -ingen. In the very old 
cultivated land of the lower Neckar, large numbers of places in -ing and -heim are 
found together; the same thing is true of the land of Herbrechtingen on the Brenz. 
Similarly In the Middle Salzacli, the regions of Salzburg and Tittmoning, a whole 
series of places in -him axe found scattered among numerous places in -ing along 
the^important Roman road.® From the pattern of distribution of these places in 
-him among those in -ing, Bethge concluded that there was a definite system 
of settlement, and he explains their presence where old royal property can be 
proved by a Frankish colonization of the sixth to the ninth century. His views 
are w^orthy of careful consideration. Such a colonization is certainly to be presumed 
where the names (such as Nord- and Siidheim, Ost- and Westheim) give the 
orientatioii and point to a centre which makes them comprehensible. ^ Since 
places in -mg often provide these points of departure, Bethge’s assumptions have 
much to coi^end them, above all, because, in the Carolingian period, as we 
ioiow from the records, such an extensive colonization of the sort must certainly 
have taken place.J Many must be explained in this way, and must belong to this 
later ^nod (eighth to ninth centuries); yet many Frankish places in -him, 
-Aamm, zni -hfen certainly go back to an earlier time. Places in -ingen 
almost entirely lacking in many districts which are well-known to have been 
hrankish settlements, espeaally in the earliest ones in Flanders and the north 
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of France, on the Moselle, and in Alsace. One of the possible explanations for 
this may be briefly indicated here. 

If we consult the latest archaeological discoveries, we find that settlements in 
‘‘heim are often found on old cultivated land. This is proved by a few expecially 
important examples for which we have ample documentary records from the 
early Frankish period. At Handschuchsheim, near Heidelberg, pit-dwellings of the 
Celtic early La-Tene period have been found.^ The earliest Lorsch documents of 
the eighth and ninth centuries already show a very extensive and intensive settle¬ 
ment there. In the archives of the monastery of Lorsch alone a surprisingly large 
number of grants by various donors—no fewer than 114—occur.^ Such a sub¬ 
division of land in one place indicates a long period of settlement; it cannot have 
developed within the eighth century. Take, for example, Heppenheim on the 
Bergstrasse. On the wooded heights near it there was already a village in 
Neolithic times ^; close by a Roman villa has been excavated and fortifications 
and a quarry a little farther off ^; and for the early Frankish period there is one of 
the earliest Markbeschreibungen (surveys of the bounds of the Mark) which we 
possess.^ This continuity of settlement, and the small sub-divisions of the land 
shown in the Lorsch records,® are crushing evidence against the hypothesis of an 
early Frankish communal field system and against the theory of “ Mark-settlement ” 
as a peculiarly Frankish method of occupying land which had presumably been 
waste or ownerless."^ Here also the Frankish settlement known to us in the eighth 
century must have gone back to an earlier date. 

It is quite clear that the Franks first took possession of land which had already 
been cultivated and that they settled on the sites of Roman and pre-Roman 
settlements. Let us add to this the general conclusions as to continuity of settle¬ 
ment which were arrived at in the preceding chapter. In the case of many German 
places it was proved that early Frankish royal and fiscal land goes back to Roman 
domain land.® It has been shown that nearly all the old Frankish royal palaces 
were situated in places where there had been Roman settlements.® This is true 
from Alsace to Noricum. These royal palaces were not, indeed, the centres of a 
centralized economic system,^® but they were the Kang’s castles, partly fortified 
and often of military importance. Even if we are cautious in accepting Rubel’s 
theories about the systematic placing of such palaces and fortresses along the 
military roads at definite halting-places and intervals,there is certainly some truth 
in them. But too much has been claimed as a splendid new system which in reality 
can be explained quite easily by a reference to the preceding development. Thus 
much that is ascribed to Charles the Great was the custom long before him, 
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probably even at the time of the first conquest by Clovis. We must not forget that 
even Charles’s policy of expansion corresponded to old Frankish tradition ; it had 
its precedent not only in Clovis but in Theudebert, who extended his sway to 
Pannonia about the middle of the sixth century. Moreover, we must remember 
what we have learnt about the first appearance of the Franks ; in early times they 
performed military service for tlie Romans and held high office in the Roman 
army and administration. Thus they had an opportunity of learning what the 
Romans had accomplished with such genius in the frontier provinces, viz. military 
rule on the basis of a well-considered system of fortifications and communications, 
and, on the other hand, a system of administration, which had an economic 
significance in opening up the land.^ 

Is it likely that die Franks, whose great adaptability is stressed by a sixth 
century Roman author, were unteachable in this respect ? ^ Their system of 
administration followed directly on the previous Roman one, as the Gau 
names prove, for they are based on the centres of the Roman towns and forts, 
e.g., Koln-gau, Bonn, Deutz-, Metz-, Worms-, Speyer-, Lobden-, and Nida-gau, 
etc.^ There is no doubt that they did not lose the military advantages of the Roman 
positions.^ They immediately occupied places which were important for the 
military security and maintenance of the country, and also for road-communica¬ 
tions and river-crossings.^ The latest archaeological excavations have shown that 
very^ soon they also occupied places which used to be regarded as later settle¬ 
ments.® A very characteristic example is the old Frankenfurt on the lower Main.’^ 
The Roman water-works instituted by Valentinian for defensive purposes at 
Alta Ripa on the Neckar became Frankish royal property.® Ladenburg on 
die Low'er Neckar, the old Lopodunum, survived from prehistoric times through 
Roman, Alemannic, and early Frankish times, and under the Carolingians possessed 
a royal court (Saal), which stood on the site of the old Roman fort. Close to the 
ford over the Neckar opposite Heidelberg the fort Neuenheim has been found, 
which was built under Vespasian to protect the road and to cover the ford.® 
As excavations proceed, cases become more and more numerous in which Roman 
forts or fortifications, or at any rate Roman remains of some kind, are found in 
places in -keim. It appears that there was a dike across the valley at Heppenheim.^® 
There w^ere Roman forts in Hqfheim, Heddemheim, and Welzheim; and Roman 
remains have been found at Odheim (on the Kocher), near Gernsheim (above 
Mainz), and at^ Pforzheim.^^ These examples are sufficient support from the 
archaeological side for tlie theory advanced above that the Franks also settled in 
Merovingian times in the Main and Neckar districts, in Baden, Hessen, and 
V urttemberg, where they first occupied the old Roman settlements of military 
importance and thence developed a later colonization in the Carolingian period. 
The same is true of Bavaria, as we see from the facts given about the royal palaces. 

These considerations also afford an answer to the old problem as to whether 
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the Franks_ preferred settlement in single homesteads or were familiar with 
nucleated village settlements from the beginning. In favour of the predominance 
of isolated homesteads it has been argued that the names in -heim “ were 
peculiar to the Salians; -heim originally meant house, and when used with 
patronymics, it indicated original settlements of single families But it has 
since been proved that nucleated villages often occurred next door to setdements 
of the single homestead type.^ In my opinion these types are not mutually 
exclusive, but may occur side by side,^ and this view is supported by the certain 
and positive results of Meitzen’s research into field-maps, which must now be 
considered in detail, since special importance is attached to it both by recent 
investigators of place-names and by the latest supporters of the old Mark- 
association theory.* Meitzen starts from the fact that both single homestead and 
village settlements are to be found in areas of Frankish colonization. Since this 
difference is not to be explained by the nature of the land, and since Meitzen is 
convinced diat single homesteads were a peculiarity of Celtic settlement, he looks 
on the villages as compared with this older form, as an “ invasion of the sphere 
of the single homesteads ”, and considers that the small scattered dwellings were 
freely or reluctantly given up and done away with. Meitzen ascribes the villages 
to the victorious conquests of the Germans, for he thinks that there was no change 
in the form of Celtic settlement during the Roman period. Throughout he 
considers the single homestead to be the original form, and imagines the villages 
to have arisen owing to a forced union of several single homesteads into one whole j 
he thinks that the character of numerous villages in the north of France and die 
Rhineland corresponds exactly with that of the villages of the old German tribal 
land.® We are therefore to imagine that the Germans transferred to the north-west, 
to northern France, and to the Rhinelands, their own peculiar form of settlement 
as developed, for example, in Upper Germany. 

In order to refute this tlieory, I shall not make use of the fact that the process 
of Frankish settlement was in reality the exact contrary of this, from north-west 
to south-east. I shall content myself with a closer examination of Meitzen’s 
German Folk Gewanndorfer in Upper Germany. These are supposed by him to 
represent the earliest form of settlement in Germany. On a basis of association 
all the German peoples developed nucleated villages with scattered holdings 
and equal shares (hides or Hufen) in the village land.® But what light is Meitzen 
able to throw upon the character of this form of national settlementThe land 
belonging to the village is cut up into fields in such a way that there is no way 
of access to some plots. The arable part of a single property, the Hufe, is disposed 
in scattered strips over these open fields. The roads run in different directions 
without definite plan. Thus no principle is to be found other than a complete 
absence^ of principle. The presumed equality of the Hufen ’’ is only brought about 
by Meitzen s attempt to justify apparent inequalities by reference to tax 
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assessment. But what do we know to-day about the possibilities of tax assess¬ 
ment in tile early German period ? 

Above alfMeitzen has produced no documentary evidence that the five 
villages which he gives as representatives of that type {Anlagen, No. 37-41), 
actuSly go back to the period of “ folk ’’ settlement. All that we know about them 
from his account in tlie Anlagen, (Vol. iii) and from other sources merely proves 
that they were seigneurial property in historical times.^ This fact alone would 
suffice to explain the equality of the separate Hufen as a basis for the imposition 
of dues and sendees. Both scattered strips, with no means of access to the separate 
plots of land,2 and the tliree-field system ^ are characteristics of the manorial 
system. The main evidence for the supposed national character of these villages, 
the place-names in -ing (Nos. 38, 39), has now been disproved. Thus we are 
left with no proof, or hardly any proof, that those villages were old settlements of 
associated freemen with equal rights and that their planning was based on a 
system of communal cultivation. 

A whole series of objections from the standpoint of agricultural technique 
may, moreover, be brought against Meitzen’s theory, for, if we consider its logical 
consequences, it is not only difficult to reconcile it with a rational economic system, 
but it is in direct contradiction to the views of those legal historians who support 
the Mark theoiyv^ The absolute irrationality of this way of dividing up the land 
has already been pointed out by economists.^ This sub-division of the separate 
hides into numerous strips scattered over tlie various open fields is surely an 
argument against the theoiy^ that the collective property in these old folk-villages 
was given by the king to an association of equal freemen, or was founded by them 
as a Mark-association. Is it not logical to suppose that community of property, 
in wffiich the individual would have only a right of use, together with communal 
field cultivation, would have resulted in unity, rather than in sub-division ? On 
the other hand, tliis irregular subdivision is easily explicable if we assume an 
individual owmership on the part of free landowners with independent rights of 
disposal. This assumption has historical possibility, nay more, probability, on 
its side, for these open field villages appear in districts which were settled and 
cultivated by the Romans and even earlier, dn pre-historic and Celtic times. If, 
as we have argued, there vus an historical continuity of cultivation from that 
early period, then this method of dividing tlie soil is quite comprehensible, 
especially as individual ownership with rights of disposal was in full force there 
from the Roman period at the latest, as also was the scattered strip system, 
of which there is already evidence at that time.® 

The extraordinary irregularity of the old German villages is based on the 
historical continuity of settlement, which can be conclusively proved for the places 
selected by Meitzen as types. The Franks and other German tribes did not intro¬ 
duce an ancient and national peculiarity of their own into the territory of the 
earlier Celtic settlement, thereby forcibly changing it; they were just as conserva¬ 
tive in their attitude to their predecessors as Meitzen assumes die Romans to have 
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been. It was to their own military and economic interest to maintain and to develop 
the positive and methodical achievements of the Romans. 

We can now understand the opinion which the East Roman writer, Agathias, 
expressed about the Franks in the sixth century. He considers them very cultured 
for non-Romans (barbarians), and lays special stress on their justice and harmony. 
He says that besides religion they had adopted from the Romans not only trade 
laws and marriage laws, but also laws and methods of government and administra¬ 
tion ; they hardly differed from the Romans except in dress and speech. This descrip¬ 
tion, it has been argued, is too flattering; but even such a careful critic as Waitz 
rightly considered it to have great significance.^ Since then it has certainly gained 
in importance ; for all that has been said of the entrance of Franks into the Roman 
army and administration, of their settlement on Roman soil, and their contact with 
Roman provincials, shows that these moderate and educable people with their 
appreciation of Roman culture, had by the sixth century had ample opportunity of 
utilizing its advantages for their own benefit. 

Like the Franks, the Alemanni also came early into contact with the Romans, 
at the beginning of the third century (213). In the fourth century at latest they 
were settled on Roman soil. Ammianus Marcellinus expressly states that their 
dwellings were partly, indeed, poor huts, but partly houses built in the Roman 
style.^ From the Main they spread over the imperial frontier to the south as far as 
Lake Constance, eastwards to the Lech, and westwards to the Rhine, which they 
had crossed by the middle of the fifth century; they occupied the Palatinate, 
Alsace, and most of Switzerland. After their conquest by the Franks (496) ^ they 
were forced from their northern territories, but Frankish influence in this earlier 
pre-Carolingian period must not be exaggerated, for at the beginning of 
Carolingian rule we find the old separate and independent life of the Alemanni 
asserting itself in their well-known insurrections. 

Various assumptions of earlier scholars have become untenable in the light 
of recent investigations. We must, indeed, be prepared to draw the logical 
deductions from this new knowledge much more boldly than K. Weller has done, 
for, although he himself has made several very acute observations, he clings too 
timidly to the old hypotheses of the economic historians, and in particular to the 
theory of destruction and demolition. It is not true that the Alemanni destroyed 
most of the Roman villas during the wars which preceded the final conquest,^ 
or that they often settled outside the Roman settlements. For the passage from 
Ammian refers to the towns and merely tells us that the Alemanni did not like 
to settle within town walls. Moreover, it is now certain that even there they did 
not settle outside the old Roman towns, but actually on their land, as is strikingly 
shown at Strassburg.^ Both here and elsewhere, archaeological research has proved 
that Alemannic settlements arose on a number of Roman sites. Alemannic 
remains of the fifth century have been found in Bruchsal, Wiesloch, Neuenheim, 
etc., i.e. at the mouths of the valleys in the Kraichgau and the Odenwald (also 
in Tribur, Stockstadt, etc.) where the Romans also settled.^ The countless names 
in -weiler are, as we know to-day, not a peculiarity of Alemannic settlement, but 

^ VG iP, 73. 2 xviii, 2, 15, and also xvii, i, 8. 

^ Cf. L. Wirtz, Franken und Alemannen in den Rheinlanden,” Bonner Jahrbucker, cxxii, 170 f£ 
(1912). 

^ See Germ, edit., i^, 260, note 298. 

® Cf- above, 77 £ 

® Cf. K. Schumacher, Siedelungs- u. Kulturgesch, d, Rheinlande, i, 198 (1921). 
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are closely connected witli Roman colonization. We saw that such places are 
especially ’"frequent on Roman soil^ The same is true of the second great group 
of place-names which w^ere earlier regarded as Alemannic, those in -ingen,^ This 
is quite comprehensible, for the Alemanni occupied districts w^hich were thickly 
settled and cultivated in late Roman times, protected as they were by the imperial 
frontier and its numerous fortifications. We have to thank recent researches into 
the Roman Limes for new’’ information on this point.^ They settled on the agri 
decumati wdiich w^ere richly developed agriculturally, and thus, after the collapse 
of Roman pow-^er, they w^ere continuously exposed to strong Roman influences, 
the more so as they W'^ere w^edged in betw^een the Burgundians in the west and the 
Rhato-Romans in the east, both of w'hom had a strong Latin provincial admixture. 
Moreover, the main roads to and from Italy w^ent through their territory and were 
never quite without traffic. Thus modem research has made the importance of 
the Roman basis much clearer, and a far-reaching influence of provincial life must 
be assumed. At the same time it must be admitted that not all place-names in 
-weiler are to be considered Roman-provincial and to be derived from villa. Here, 
as in places in dngen^ there may also be analogous formations belonging to later 
times. In the Frankish records vilarium sometimes means homestead and some¬ 
times a settlement just made in newly broken ground.^_ 

Unfortunately w^e have no very informative sources for the older tribal 
period before the Frankish conquest which took place very early (496). Most of 
the evidence produced by former scholars rests on a posteriori conclusions of a much 
later time. The Pactus Alamarmorum belongs to the seventh and the Lex Alaman- 
noTum to the eighth century, and they can be used only with considerable caution 
for earlier times. But it seems to me all the more noteworthy that more recent 
scholars have discerned a strong Roman influence in these records.^ K. Weller 
takes the view^ ® tliat “ among the Alemanni at tlie time of their immigration the 
natural division of the folk into clans, which had determined the arrangement 
of their army during the migrations, was especially pronounced and kept its im¬ 
portance long after they had settled, longer indeed than in any other German tribe.’’ ^ 
As a matter of fact, settlements such as those presumed by Weiler would 
be practical only in an unowmed or w^aste region, which fits in with the old 
destruction theory. If, how^ever, as we may now almost certainly assume, there 
w^as continuity of settlement, and if the rights of the remaining Romans were 
intact, it is obvious that these fabrications are untenable- When we consider the 
oft-quoted passage in the Lex Alamannorum about the strife of the genealogiae 
over their boundaries (Tit Lxxxi), w^e may not be able to deny that clans played 
a part of some importance in the settlement ^; yet we must not overlook the great 
influence w^hich tiie military organization of the people, especially the existence 
of followdngs, must have had on such a warlike tribe as the Alemanni. A fourth- 
centuiy stntement seems to prove that the manorial ” estate (jQrundkerrschaft) was 


' See above, 58. 2 Cf. above, 107 £ 

I refer especially to &e work of E. Fabricius on the place-names of Baden under the Romans, 
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very early developed here. Libanius writes ; “ There are great villages belonging 
to many owners, each of whom possesses only a small piece of land; and there 
are other villages which have one lord and are tilled by tenants and colonic ^ 
Two important conclusions may be drawn from this, first that there already 
existed nucleated manorial villages which were let out in lots by the lords to unfree 
or half-free men, and, secondly, that within the larger villages there was already 
a considerable sub-division of land-ownership. Moreover, Ammianus’ report of 
Julian’s retreat after the Strassburg defeat (357), makes it evident that the yillae 
mentioned here must have been large and important villages.^ 

The conditions which we see reflected in the laws are the same as those dis¬ 
played in these fourth century descriptions. ‘‘ The economic conditions of the Lex 
show no trace of common ownership of the hundred, of the right of inheritance of 
vicini^ of common pasture, or indeed of any institution which would lead to the 
assumption of a Mark-association.” ^ On the contrary, we here see large seigneurial 
property fully developed, property not merely of the king and of tlie church, to 
which gifts were allowed without dispute, but of the laity itself.^ The organiza¬ 
tion of society is clearly indicated by the wergeld. According to the Pactus the 
meliorissimi (i.e. primi) pay 240, the mediani 200, and the minofledi 160 shillings. 
A hundred years later the Lex distinguishes only two classes, so that the minofledi 
appear as liheri and the first class is not especially emphasized. ^ By the minofledi 
are meant the small peasant-farmers.® The mediani must have been at any rate 
greater landowners, without necessarily being a lower nobility. From this dis¬ 
tinction betVr^een meliores and minofledi^ it can be concluded that a difference in 
ownership existed, the former being great estate owners, the latter small peasant 
holders. 7 Beside the lords with their great estates there stood the free landowners 
who managed their own land by their own labour. This is proved by tlie Lex 
Alamannorum, according to which manual labour (opera servilid) is forbidden on 
Sundays not only to serfs but to liheri (Tit. xxxviii). As anyone guilty for the third 
time of a breach of this law was punished by the loss of one-third of his kereditas^ 
the liheri cannot have been merely free tenants of a seigneurial property. 

The right of the individual to dispose of his own ® property in land must 
have been already considerably developed; for the Lex considers it necessary 
expropriation of famil property at the father’s death before there 
has been an equal division among the surviving sons.® This clearly corresponds 
to the statements made in deeds of gifts to the church, that the property thus 
given comes from that part of the alod which has been handed down to the giver 
according to law. The recurring formula in such a case is obviously in accordance 
with the Title of the Lex quoted above z possessiones (res) . . . quas pater mens 
condom mihi moriens dereliquid et ego contra get mono meo in possessionem 

’^ phanii sophistae oratwnes, p. Reiske, Altenburg, 1793, ii, 507 == Oratio de patrociniis. Opera 
phami^ edit., Teiibner (Forster), iii, 409, c. 11. C£ Zulueta, “ Patronage in the Later Empire,” Oxford 
Studies m Sopl and Legal History (P. Vinogradoff), i, 29 (1909). 

Julian s troops plundered : opulentas pecore villas et frugibus rapiebat nulli parcendo ; extrac- 
tisque captivis donucilia cuncta curatius ritu Romano constructa flammis subditis exurebat,” Atnmianus 
xvii, I, 7. 

^ K. Lehmann, iVl Archiv., x, 495 (18S5). ^ Tit. i, i. 

/XT / 9 ^' examples from the Alemannic Code in d. Mon, Germ,, 4®, LL. Sect i, t. V, i (1888), 
(K. Lehmann). 
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recepi ^; or, quicquid . . . genitor mens ... a consortibus suis in partem visus fuit 
accepisse et ilk postea suis dividenda dimisit heredibus (No. 155). The law of 
inheritance states that the right of women in the inheritance lies not only in the 
movables but in the land.^ It is clear, therefore, that there was already an active 
development in tiie mobility of land, which must have caused considerable 
division and subdivision of old family estates. This is also indicated in the 
charters by the frequent mention of acquisitions side by side with the alod, in the 
detailed d^cription of the property which is being granted. The church as grantee 
would stress this distinction all the more because Ae individuaPs right to dispose of 
his acquisitions could not be disputed by his relatives. Numerous examples of 
this are given in the note,^ because it has been maintained that the conquesitum is 
seldom mentioned in Alemannic sources of this early period.^ 

This acquisition must have referred partly to new assarts made in the 
neighbouring w^aste from old settlements which had existed in Roman times. 
This would also explain the analogous formation of place-names in -weiler,^ 
which are especially frequent there. Beside the old colonizations of the fourth to 
the sixth centuries, a later period of settlement may be noticed, which came after 
the Frankish conquest of the eighth and ninth centuries. Recent research has 
proved this in another remarkably acute instance. V. Ernst has compared the older 
place-names in Upper Swabia with the proper names found in documents of the 
eighth and ninth centuries and has found a considerable similarity; from this he 
has rightly concluded that there was a later settlement at the time to which he 
ascribes those place-names.® This gives a greater importance to certain other 
observations which may be connected with it. Oechsli has proved that at Chur 
there is a similarity between the proper names mentioned in fhe Register (Urbar) 
of the royal estates in the time of the Emperor Lewis the Pious and those of the 
contemporory St. Gall documents.'^ If the reference in the Urbar is to free land- 
owners in the neighbourhood of the royal property, who were cultivating parts 
of that as well as their own land, then there must have been a similar colonization 
in both cases. This is supported by the conclusions about Frankish colonization, 
etc., which Bethge drew from his research into Swabian place-names.® He 
fortunately realized that a group of settlements, the names of which serve the 
purposes of orientation and point to some closer interconnection, e.g. Nord- 
and Slid-, Ost- and West-heim, may often be explained by the presence of a 
Iord*s^ seat in their midst, whether the king’s or that of any other large landed 
proprietor, and that this points to later colonization, especially where such places 
lie among older settlements in -itigen. In support of this, reference may be made to 
a documentary example which has hitherto escaped attention. In the Alemannic 
Law of this later period, the coloni both of the ICing and of the church are men¬ 
tioned ; and the reference here is to free settlers.® This cannot be a mere chance. 


I 25, 27, 28, 30, 31, 33,38, 40, 52,74, 85, 144, 146, 155, 
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We have found these tenants on the rich estates of king and church, and we can 
trace their activity in the place-names. The royal Urhar of Chur, and the records 
of ecclesiastical estates of the eighth and ninth centuries mentioned by Oechsli 
and V. Ernst, provide us with examples complementary to the general picture 
given by the law. 

The settlement of the Baiuvari must now be given a somewhat different 
interpretation from that which is customary. Riezler’s views, based on the place- 
names in 4 ng, are especially important for Bavaria.^ He considered that they were 
for the most part clan settlements, and on account of their early date, which he 
rightly stressed, he attributed them to the Baiuvarian occupation; and accordingly 
put forward the theory that this occupation took the form of clan settlements,^ 
and that the oldest of these were made largely in villages composed chiefly of 
small free landowners with equal rights. In the present state of research into place- 
names 2 there can be hardly any doubt that this interpretation of names in -ing 
is much too narrow and one-sided.^ Moreover, quite apart from the controversial 
derivation of these place-names, economic history provides us with a series of 
objections to Riezler’s theory. Riezler himself had to confess that 4 ng places are 
chiefly larger villages only in one part of Bavaria, the west of Upper Bavaria, in 
the Baar and in Hegau. On the contrary, in eastern Upper Bavaria, in most of 
Lower Bavaria, and in the country above the Enns, there are more isolated home¬ 
steads and hamlets than villages.^ Riezler could draw no conclusions from this 
important fact, for he has no convincing explanation of it to offer. 

There is one decisive proof, to which too little attention has hitherto been 
paid. The same source which mentions the noble clans, and which is still older than 
the Freising charters or any other Bavarian records, namely the Lex Baiuvariorum^ 
recognizes the extensive rights possessed by the ordinary freeman in the disposal 
of land.® In connection with two notable passages in the Lex Alamannorum 
(Tit. IxKXvii) and Lex Baiuvariorum (xii, 8) dealing with the lawsuits of the 
genealogzae or commarcani v. Inama Sternegg had already correctly observed that 
this cannot always have been a question of common ownership by the clan or mark, 
because “ in all these laws the fact of individual ownership in land is otherwise 
sufficiently attested The fact that a vicics was named after a family did not 
necessarfly presuppose the common ownership of all the clans,® and the commarcani 
{calasneT) were not joint owners but only boundary-neighbours, as appears from 
the context.® The clauses in the Code dealing with the legal strife of genealogzae^ 
however, do not necessarily mean that two whole clans were the principals in the 
boundary dispute, but rather that members of two clans were quarrelling with one 
another.^® A very obvious illustration of this theory is actually given in the case 
of Etching, mentioned in the Freising charters.^^ 

Legal history has recently again emphasized the fact that the Baiuvari were 

^ Die Ortsnamen der Miinchener Gegend.,” Oherhayerisches Arckiv.y xliv, 33 fF., 1887 

® See Germ, edit., 260. 

« C£ p. 106. 

^ Cf. Doeberl, Entwicklungsgesch. Bayerns, 39 £ (1908) ; i®, 42 (1916). 

® SB., 1909, 17. C£ Germ. edit, i*, 270 ff. 

® Tit. i, I; cf. also Dahn, Konige, ix, 2, 360 ff. 

7 1,99 = 134. 

« Dahn, op. cit., ii, 80, note 5. 

® Op. cit., 180, note 9. C£ also § 5. 

Konige, ix, 353. 

QmiL u. Erorterungen, new edit, 4, note 5 (750). 



„8 EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 

not organized according to hundreds in their new settlements. There is also a 
dearth of place-names in -ing in other parts of Bavaria, especially in the Holletau. 
Riezler attempts to help himself, by making use of the hypothesis that the entry 
of the Baiuvari was effected from the east, and that the existing clan groups were 
already provided with land, when the wave of immigration reached the north¬ 
western comer of Bavaria.” ^ If, however, the Baiuvari came in from the east and 
first settled themselves on the land above the Enns, we can hardly assume that the 
village settlement alone was the original one. For there in the east, places in -ing 
are sometimes isolated homesteads and not always large nucleated villages.^ 

Thus from several directions contradictions and difficulties appear which 
tell against tlie interpretation of place-names ending in -ing as clan settlements, 
especially in Bavaria. To-day, archaeology has found a completely new basis for 
the explanation of early settlement F. Weber noticed that in Upper Bavaria most 
of the long barrows {Reihengrdber) were found in -ing places.^ He also drew 
attention to the remarkable coincidence between the area in which these places 
occur and that of Roman setdement,^ and Riezler himself emphasized the fact that 
they are often found along the old Roman roads. ^ Moreover, they are absent in 
precisely diose districts (such as the Holletau) in which there are no traces 
of Roman occupation, no long barrows, and no signs of cultivation high up the 
mountain side (Hockdcker). From this Weber concluded that to begin with the 
immigrants remained in the districts which had been under cultivation in pre- 
Roman and Roman times.® Thus the full significance of Riezler’s apt observation 
that places ending in -ing have a definite connection with the nature of the land, is 
clear. We find them where the land of the village is wide spread and suitable for 
corn-growing. They disappear where the arable ends or is scanty, where forest and 
pasture are predominant, in fact where settlements with other names are found. 

Thus ffiese important observations support one another. The place-names 
ending in -ing do actually belong to the older settlement, and bear striking witness 
to the continuity of settlement from pre-Roman and Roman times down to the 
Bavarian period. This makes the h3^othesis of settlement by clans improbable. 
Most of these settlements cannot have been new foundations, but were an addition 
to something already in existence.® But if the occupation took place, not on a basis 
of equal rights but secundum dignationem (Tacitus, German, c. 26),® it is very 
unlikely that the best lands would be left to the clans of freemen, for they would 
undoubtedly be claimed by the military leaders and princes.^® Riezler himself 
admits that the smgle homestead (Einieldorf) existed from the earliest times in 
Bavaria, side by side with the villageindeed, he later acknowledged that where 
^ople had becoine accustomed to this form of place-name, owing to the many 
family names in -ing, the suffix might also be used to denote the descendants of 
a single settier.^^ It has even been argued from the statistical dissemination of single 
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homesteads to-day, and the numerical superiority of these and the hamlets, that 
when they first occupied the land the Baiuvari showed a preference for the 
homestead system.^ It is impossible to deny a certain importance to this evidence. 
In the mountainous part of Bavaria and in the hilly zone, this form of settlement 
must have commended itself, owing to the natural lie of the land. But we must be 
very cautious in drawing conclusions from the types of settlement which exist 
to-day. To begin with, it has been proved for other parts of Germany, that 
countless single homesteads are of later date, partly produced by the breaking 
up of original villages, of whose existence we have historical proof; this is 
especially the case in Westphalia.^ Secondly, in Bavaria itself there must have been 
an important movement of colonization during the Frankish period, in the eighth 
and ninth centuries, which, as O. Bethge has actually shown,^ must have gone out 
from the older centres of settlement. In Bavaria, the place-names indicating orienta¬ 
tion, and the distribution of the places in -ham and -helm among names of the -ing 
and other types, are clear tokens of this later colonization. Moreover, the Lex 
contains statements about coloni and settlers (czcco/cz),especially those of the church.^ 
A great number of the existing single homesteads certainly belong to this time, 
or to an even later date, about the tenth to the twelfth centuries. But it is certain 
that isolated homesteads also existed in the pre-Bavarian period, nor were they to 
be found in the Tirol alone. Archeological excavation has provided countless 
proofs of this,^ and it is also supported by the extension of the Alpine type of 
economy at that time, which presupposes isolated homesteads. Its termini 
technici are chiefly of Roman origin.® 

On the whole I believe, therefore, that the great number of single home¬ 
steads in the district settled by the Baiuvari is not due to a tribal idiosyncracy, 
introduced there by their occupation. We must not underestimate the influence 
of seigneurial land-ownership, which was prevalent from the very beginning, not 
only in the north and north-west of the country, but also in the southern foothills 
of the Alps. Moreover, it must not be forgotten that great districts of Bavaria were 
already Aickly settled by the Romans, who were perfectly familiar with the 
system of great estates."^ I assume that the Baiuvari themselves, at the time when 
they settled in these regions and on the Vindelician plateau, were no longer a republic 
of free peasants with equal rights, but that the monarchical form of government 
which had long existed among them had brought about great social differences. 
It should be remembered that these Baiuvari were composed of tribes (Marcomanni, 
Quadi, Naristi, Suevi of the Danube), who were known to the Romans 
as especially brave and warlike. The wars of the Marcomanni kept Rome busy 
from Marbodius to Marcus Aurelius. There is direct proof that Marbodius had set 
up an important military organization in his kingdom. The military leaders and 
the chiefs of the Gaus must not only have gained rich lands for themselves, but 
must have divided them at once among their warlike followers and their sub¬ 
ordinates, the nobility. But this involves the development of seigneurial land- 

^ Reindl., ‘‘Dorfer, Weiler, and Einzelhofe,” in SuSayern. MittetL d. geograph. Ges. Munchen, 
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ownership, which was further promoted by the fact that the Baiuvari early 
adopted Christianity, and, indeed, brought it into the land with them. Thus the 
great estate appears in the Baiuvarian Law as a familiar phenomenon, which had 
obviously existed for some time : here may be found the services of the coloni to the 
casa dominica^ the lord’s house (Tit. xiii), and here also the settler {accola)^ likewise 
bound by predial services (Tit. xiii, MG., 11 . hi., 279, note 71). These latter were 
the pioneers by whom the estate was extended; they settled on the farthest edges of 
its territory and reclaimed new arable land from the waste.^ Bavarian colonization 
certainly shows no preponderance of settlement by clans of free owners, but must 
have proceeded at least as frequently by means of seigneurial estates. There may, 
perhaps, have been a large number of freemen, who farmed part of their property 
themselves and handed over other parts of it to be farmed by others. They were 
both landlord and peasant in one person.^ Both economic types, the landlord 
and the free peasant, existed at the same time and mingled with one another, 
and thus the further development which we can trace in Frankish records was 
made possible. Excavations and papyrology teach us that similar conditions 
already existed in the late Roman period. 

To the north of the Bavarian settlements, at the time of their occupation of 
the Vindelician plateau, there stretched the kingdom of the Thuringians. In the 
earlier histories it was taken for granted that Thuringia was chiefly marsh and 
forest in the first centuries of German occupation In these districts, which 
were never settled by the Romans, forest and uncultivated land was supposed to 
form the main part of the whole Mark, which was taken possession of by the 
associations. Later excavations of prehistoric and early historic sites ^ have, 
howwer, shown that Thuringia was thickly settled even in prehistoric times.^ 
Research into place-names and geographical investigation have added the fact ® 
that between the old forest boundary and the boundary of the fenland, which 
was once more extensive, there is a strip of land of varying breadth in which no 
trace of earlier forest can be found.« It coincides, more or less, with the stretches 
of alluvium and of the neighbouring diluvium, and with the belts of loess in the 
valleys. Even at the beginning of the historic period this zone was not only open 
but fit for cultivation.^ Some place-names on this unforested land have very old 
forms (e.g. Artem, Wiehe, Suiza, Gotha, etc.). From the earliest times the 
advantageous geographical position occupied by these places in respect of lines 
of communication and passes was naturally important. 

r , Christian era the Hermunduri, as eastern neighbours 

of the Chatti, settled in the land south of Harz and Finne, and east of the Werra 
to e Erzgebirge, and thence southwards to the Danube, where, according to 
iaatus, they traded actively with the Romans, The numerous place-names 
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ending in -stedt are attributed to this earlier period of settlement^ which lasted 
until about a.d. 300/ so that we may assume a fairly equal, though widely- 
scattered, settlement on mainly unforested land, even in the first centuries of this 
era. A further immigration of German tribes then came from the North. The 
Angeli, who were settled on the Middle Elbe as far as the Harz and the Oker, 
and their neighbours, the Warni, turned in large numbers towards central 
Germany. The Angeli settled in the region of the Unstrut and gave their name to a 
Gau there (Engilin). The Warni settled between the Saal and the Mulde (Were- 
nofeld near Bemburg). They also settled on Thuringian territory at the same 
time as the Suevi, though apart from them, and naturally preferred the fertile and 
flat parts of the country. The date of this immigration is uncertain.^ The main 
type of settlement is the so-called Haufendorfox nucleated village,^ whose character 
and field-plan point to the fact that the settlement had existed for a long time. 
The long-strung-out villages (Waldhufendorfer ox Reihendorfer) of the Thuringer- 
wald are probably of later origin.^ There is little chronological certainty 
about the settlement by Saxons who came in from the north-west. Did it happen 
before 531 Are the place-names ending in -huttel due to them ? ^ The similarity 
of their legal Codes, pointing as it does to a close connection between Thuringians 
and Saxons, might date from the later period, since both belong to the age of 
Charles the Great. 

At any rate, Thuringia in the fifth century was rejoicing in a golden age and 
was able to maintain political independence under its own kings until 531. 
Numerous sites and remains excavated are attributed to this time.® Then the king¬ 
dom succumbed before the advance of the Franks, who were supported by the 
Saxons in the decisive battle. The settlement of the land was pushed still farther 
by the victorious Franks. Not only did they to some extent settle here themselves, 
but they also used other tribes for purposes of colonization (place-names in -dorf')^^ 
whose clearings pushed beyond the old woodland boundary, into the primeval 
forest, which must still have been very extensive.® Thus the district from the 
Unstrut to the Ohre and Oker was partly opened up, through North Swabia, 
Friesia, and Hessen (Schwabengan, Friesenfeld, Hassegau).® 

A very intensive colonization must have taken place, especially in western 
Thuringia, judging from the place-names and from the numerous royal estates, 
which first occur in the sources from the eighth century onwards.^® This Frankish 
colonization must certainly belong in part to the later (eighth and ninth) centuries.^ 
Meanwhile new migrations into Thuringia took place. When the Merovingian 

^ Grossler, “ Die Besiedelung der Gaue Friesenfeld imd Hassegau/' Zeitschr. d. Har^yer.f. GescL 
u. Altertumskde,, viii, 94 (1875), and O. Sdiiiiterj op. cit., 146. 

2 See Germ. edit, 284. 

® Cf. Meitzen, Siedelung imd Agrarwesen, i, 423 £ (Anl. 39, 40). 

^ Meitzen, op. cit., ii, 465 £, and also Rottstadt, Besiedelung und WiTtschaftsverfassung <hs Thiirmger 
Wildes^ i.e. S. SchmoUers Staats-u. soiialwiss, Forschungen^ clxxix (1914), 13. 

^ ® Schatte, op. cit., 33 £ Edw. Schroder, Zdtschr. Har^ivereinesy xli, 82, thinks they denote a 
Frisian immigration. 

® See Germ, edit., i^, 285. 
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king Sigibert was defeated on the Elbe in his second war against the Avars in 
562, those of the Thuringians who were between the Elbe and the Saale retreated 
before the onrush of their enemies, the Avars and Slavs. Then many Saxons, 
who had probably settled here after the fall of the Thuringian kingdom, moved 
away in order to conquer Italy and Alboin, king of the Lombards (568). They are 
supposed later to have asked King Sigebert for their earlier dwelling-places and 
to have received them; but they had first to win them in hard fighting from the 
Semnones, who had settled there meanwhile. In 594 the inhabitants of the 
Werenofeld rebelled against the Franks, and were quelled with much bloodshed. 
Then, in the seventh century, this district was occupied by the Slavs, pressing 
forward from the east under Samo. There was now great fighting against them, 
and Eung Dagobert, in 632, undertook a campaign from Mainz to Thuringia, after 
he had made sure of support from the Saxons to the north. Thus it is probable 
that the Thuringian district of North Swabia, Friesengau, and Hassegau, later 
(about 700) became dependent on the Saxons in return for protection against 
the Slavs. The first to win this district back for the Frankish kingdom was the 
Arnolfing Pippin, Mayor of die Palace, in 748. 

According to Lex Angliorum et Werinomm^ which originated here, 
though we have it only in a Carolingian redaction (c. 802-3), there were very 
considerable differences of rank among the Anglo-Warni. There is a nobility 
whose wergeld is three times the value of that of the common freemen, who in his 
turn is valued at twice the rate of the freed-man (half-free). Individual property 
in land seems to be fully developed.^ The free man had the right to grant his 
inheritance to anyone he chose (c. 54).^ Only male descendants had the right 
of inheritance in the alod, so that if there were no sons the nearest male relative 
of the father was the heir (c. 26). The woman could have only movable 
property (Gerade). It is noteworthy that here, too, it is forbidden to sell freemen 
extra patriam (c. 40). From these decrees we may assume that at an early 
time considerable differences had appeared in the conditions of ownership. At 
any rate, &e great seigneurial estate had already attained considerable importance 
as is indicated by the social differentiation of the nobility, the class of freed- 
men, and the sale of freemen. The ease with which the individual freeman could 
dispose indef^ndendy of his inheritance explains the extensive subdivision of 
kfid-ownership, which is peculiar to the field division of the national German open 
field villages. The oldest charters and land-books {JJrhare) of the richly endowed 
monasteries of Fulda,^ Lorsch,^ and Hersfeld,® which show widely scattered 
possessions,® bear witness to this. The existence of these conditions in central 
Germany is especially important, for there can be no question of the influence of 

e Roman system here, and German peculiarities are therefore all the more 
obvious. 

Similiar hypotheses may also be applied to The various German 

peop^ who came gradually to be included under this name, spread from the 
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Cimbrian peninsula and the Lower Elbe along the North Sea over the district of 
the Weser. Thence, in the first centuries of the Christian era, they undertook 
predatory raids westwards and also spread southwards to the Harz. They forced 
the Franks back from Flanders and Brabant, and already in the fourth century they 
were settling in northern Gaul and so came into contact with the Romans. 
Together with the Franks, in 531, they conquered the Thuringian kingdom, and 
thus obtained the northern part of Thuringia as far as the Unstrut. Some of them 
went to Britain, and founded several kingdoms there. 

The area of their settlements was extensive and the forms of their colonization 
varied according to the natural conditions of the soil. There are no early accounts 
of the Saxons from which direct information on this matter can be derived, and 
our picture has, therefore, to be founded on indirect and a posteriori conclusions 
drawn from later accounts belonging to the Frankish period, and from the 
modern field and village plans. An attempt has been made to throw light on 
the subject from two different sides. Both theories proceed from Westphalia and 
are based on conditions there. In the second half of the eighteenth century, 
J. J. M5ser regarded the conditions of peasant agriculture prevailing in his home 
as a direct survival of early German conditions, and, writing as he did at the time 
of the liberation of the serfs, thought that the Germans setded side by side in 
free, well-to-do peasant communities. Meitzen, on the other hand, thought that the 
single homesteads of Westphalia were the type of settlement peculiar to the 
Celts; each of these homesteads, he thought, was essentially surrounded by 
the lands belonging to it, and this property took the form of enclosures {Kdmper^^ 
i.e. square or round plots, each of which was surrounded by hedges or ditches. 
The fact that the holdings were thus enclosed meant that they lay scattered 
over the whole area of land belonging to each place.^ This earlier Celtic setde- 
ment, he thought, is maintained to the present day in Westphalia, for the Germans 
for the most part adopted it unchanged.^ It is obvious that there is some agree¬ 
ment here with Moser’s point of view. Both scholars assume a continuity from 
the first settlement to modem times. 

Meitzen’s assumptions, some of which have been adopted without criticism 
and often copied, do not stand close examination. Quite apart from the inner 
contradictions of his argument, the elements of which it is composed will no 
longer hold water; Henning’s detailed criticism of his work® showed that 
what appear to be single homesteads are often later subdivisions of village- 
settlements which have been broken up.'* His examples are the more noteworthy 
because they are taken from Schleswig-Holstein and Danish territory, which 
were the early tribal lands of the Saxons. Not only does he thus demonstrate 
the uncertainty of continuity, but he also points out that Meitzen’s Celtic hypothesis 
is itself untenable, since it is incorrect that single homesteads were the Celtic 
system of settlement.® Moreover, archaeological evidence (cemeteries and other 
excavations) leads us to conclude that nucleated settlements existed in Westphalia 
and among the Saxons, as for example in Beckum.® Outside Westphalia old 

^ Op. cit, I, 50. 2 Ibid., ii, 296. 
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^ Op. cit., 227. 
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of the Manor^ 1905? 9i> note 20, 
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Saxon village settlements have been found near Sievem, not far from the so-called 
Pippinsburg (north of Geestemiinde)/ and in the neighbourhood of Lehrte.^ 
Finally, the derivation of the Saxon peasant-house from the old Celtic family 
house, which Meitzen used to support his theory, must also be given up as 
untenable.^ 

H. Jellinghaus, an excellent scholar of Westphalian conditions, showed 
that in a number of districts in Westphalia old nucleated villages occur, and 
are in some places actually in the majority ; and that in some cases the original 
form of those peasant groups, which are called yi//ae in historical sources of 
the twelfth to the fourteenth centuries, still appears as a group or row of peasant 
homesteads adjoining one another. The estates of ministeriaks^ which are later 
than the peasant homesteads, lie singly. “ Most of the single homesteads of 
to-day are those of old mark-cotters.”^ Research into Westphalian place-names ^ 
has confirmed the theory that places ending in -dorf are as a rule the oldest settle¬ 
ments. In this connection another phenomenon also deserves close consideration. 
Of about eight hundred place-names in -dorf^ three-quarters are formed with 
proper names; the rest are compounded with only a few other words.® This 
indicates a considerable extension of seigneurial estates even at that early time. 
On the other hand, the place-names in -hagen^ which imply a limited and particular 
district, and are the nearest approach to Meitzen’s single homesteads, are recognized 
to be later formations appearing from the eleventh-century onwards.’ Here 
we must take into account the fact, which has been proved in the case of the 
neighbouring Frisians,® that the conditions of the eighteenth century as J. Moser 
saw them, are partly at least the product of later changes ^; all the more so, 
because the common freedom (or honour ”) of the Westphalian peasants, 
so much emphasized by Moser and others, is certainly no more a survival from 
the distant past than it is in Friesland.^® It should be particularly noted that 
the oldest sources, whether Land Books (JJrhare) or land grants give numerous 
examples of unfree tenants on seigneurial estates; nor do they occur only in 
ardiiepiscopal and monastic sources, for we also find them mentioned in lay 
carters. The process goes so far that, for example in the Werden handbooks, 
the surrendered property is reckoned not so much in hiien(mansi) as 
and grants are made of lati (lid) as well as of cotters.^® 

To all this may be added the archmological results of the great excavations 
undert^en during the last few decades. They show that even in pre-Frankish 
toes there were in the S^on territory not only forts of refuge (Volkshurgen). 
but also seats of the nobility, which became key points in the military resistance 
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to the Frankish conquerors.^ C. Schuchhardt, who is chiefly responsible for 
this evidence, has, it is true, assumed that the fortified lords’ castles {Herrenhofe) 
in North Germany were first introduced under Charles the Great.^ I do not 
think, however, that there is anything against the idea that this, too, was a pre- 
Carolingian development, such as that which he has assumed elsewhere.^ Schuch- 
hardt himself remarked that the fortified castle ‘‘ grew of its own accord on 
Frankish territory from a Roman foundation But H. Jellinghaus, observing 
the coincidence of the frequent place-name Werl (fortress) with royal palaces 
in north-west Germany, acutely argued that the Franks probably changed old 
Saxon fortresses into palaces,^ and Agahd remarked that the old Saxon Kransburg 
(near Midlum) and the rather later Pippinsburg (near Geestemiinde), were not 
destroyed after the Frankish conquest but were used by the invaders.® 

We can now see the importance of Langewiesche’s statements about the 
TToAas* mentioned by Ptolemy in the second century a.d., even if these were 
not cities but only large villages. According to his interpretation of these 
place-names, they lay just on those old lines of communication and sites where 
prehistoric and early Frankish remains have been found and, above all, where 
these Volksburgen and lords’ burgs have been excavated."^ We may also add 
the evidence of the finds of coins which have been made in the old Saxon territory,® 
and which prove that as early as the fifth century Saxon nobles or chiefs possessed 
treasure in the form of numerous gold coins. It is therefore highly significant 
that some at least of these finds have been made in the very places where those 
burgs stood, or on roads of communication which were later used again and 
fortified by the Franks. The place where the great Dortmund treasure was 
excavated “ lies close to the old military road called Hellweg Hahnenkamp, 
near Rehme, lies on the old road which ran from the Eresburg on the Diemel 
(near Obermarsberg) past the Iburg (near Driburg) and the Skidroburg (near 
Schieder on the Emmer) and then on to Minden and the Porta Westfalica.^® Thus 
it was exactly on the line of the old Saxon burgs. The remains at Lengerich 
were found on a hill called “ Wallage ” under great landmark-stones.^^ Perhaps 
this name and place deserve closer attention, if we consider it in connection 
with the Wahlsburg (south of Scherfede on the Diemel), which, according to 
Schuchhardt, is a small family castle (Dynastetiburg)^'^ But enough of guess 
work! One fact is already quite clear; there can be no doubt that at that 


^ C£ C. SchucKhardts, ** Ausfiihrungeii,” in Atlas vorgesckichtL Befestzgungen in NtedeTsachsen 
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time great manorial ” estates existed in Saxony and were especially developed 
on die extensive properties of the old Saxon nobility. At any rate there was 
a differentiation in the conditions of land-ownership. 

We get our first clear insight into Saxon conditions in the Frankish period 
after die subjection of the Saxons by Charles the Great. This undoubtedly 
caused great changes. A considerable part of the population was killed, many 
were led aw^ay as hostages and scattered through the wide Frankish territory after 
the Roman fashion.^ In order to break their tough resistance, fortified places 
w'^ere necessary, so as to facilitate reinforcements. Hence the establishment of 
new" burgs and fortifications and of roads protected by fortified royal residences. 
Altschieder is recognized as one of these new Frankish foundations, and it has 
been showm that many buildings which used to be considered as prehistoric or 
early German, belong to this later time.^ It is not, of course, to be supposed 
that there w^as a complete expropriation of the whole native population, although 
their obstinate, ever-recurring resistance to their Frankish conquerors must 
certainly often have led to confiscation of land and loss of freedom. The con¬ 
quered people often sank into a half-free state and probably sometimes into 
complete serfdom. Nevertheless, there was certainly a considerable residue of 
the old Saxon nobility and of the common freemen, two classes which did not 
wholly coincide.® Henceforward the half-free population grew from two sides 
at once, for not only was there a degradation of classes which had previously been 
free, but there wms also an emancipation of serfs, especially after the church 
gained a firm footing by the conversion of the heathen Saxons. The 
scattered position of their new lands, chiefly acquired by individual grants, 
makes it impossible that every one of these many great estates should have 
limited its exploitation to one demesne farm (mansiis dommicalis)^ This does 
not imply that all freemen personally cultivated their own land. It is certain 
that parts of it w"ere given out in return for a rent (census) to half-free men and 
serfs to be tilled by them. The beginnings of the later Meierrecht were probably 
to be seen; die Venerable Bede spoke of villici in reference to the Saxons of 
the Continent.® On the other hand, freemen are found as tenants on church 
lands in records such as those of Werden ® and Corbei.’=' It has already been 
mentioned that there is evidence of the existence of cotters at this early date.® 
Tlie theory diat this class arose later, in consequence of the throwing together 
of several Hufen in order to lease diem (Vermeierung)^^ is untenable. Much has 
been written about their origin, and the suggestion has recently been revived 
diat they developed out of the servi casad?-^ This may be correct, but Rhamm 
may^ also be right in identifying them with the younger sons of the peasants 
(HamaMen r).^! These explanations do not exclude one another. The cotters 
can hardly all have been serfs, as the earlier theory supposed. 

Day-labourers, the Insten in Schleswig-Holstein, may also have been 
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employed here and there on the demesne or on the peasants’ holdings, the fore¬ 
runners of the dagewerhte of the Sachsenspiegel. They cannot have been merely 
the descendants of the lid; for certainly there was much more freedom of move¬ 
ment in the agrarian world than was allowed by the earlier manorial theory. 
For example, the Carolingian sources show us not only free men, but the men 
of other lords, as domiciled and paying cens upon the Werden domains.^ 

The records tell us nothing in these earlier times of a settlement by families 
or free communities. There were no free Mark-associations in Westphalia 
then,2 and another explanation may be found for what little evidence we have 
of the importance of family or clan. The Zex Saxonum decrees that a free 
man who is commended to a noble, and who is obliged by genuine necessity 
to dispose of his inherited land, must offer it first to his relatives; but this cannot 
be taken as evidence of the survival of an earlier family-ownership. For, as 
the decrees which follow show, it is a question not of a right of counter-claim 
but of a right of pre-emption, apparently regulated by social and political con¬ 
siderations. From the standpoint of the time in which the Saxon Law was 
drawn up, and of the interests of the Frankish state, which must have been taken 
into account, it was a sensible proceeding to keep the class of freemen in working 
order and to secure the economic basis of their existence as long as possible. 
To arrive at a correct understanding of the matter we must compare the decree 
made shortly before, by which the surrender of hereditary property is forbidden 
if the law'ful heir is thereby disinherited, unless it be granted to the king or to 
the church (it is plain enough which interests predominate!). Such surrender 
is permitted only in case of starvation and if the grantor is supported by the 
receiver of the property. The chief aim here is obviously to guarantee the 
minimum of material existence, and the limitation does not, therefore, apply to 
the disposal of mancipia. 

Conditions in Schleswig-Holstein, especially in Dithmarschen, are often 
considered to-day to show distinct traces of old German family settlement.^ 
Here it is said the free peasants {Bondeii) had remained from the earliest times 
and had been able to develop a free peasant agrarian system with community 
rights in the Mark, while manorialism and serfdom decreased. The earliest settle¬ 
ments are, according to this view, clan villages which were later developed by 
the Slackten (Gescklechter, kinsmen) and their subdivision, the Kluften. It has 
recently been remarked by Sering that the Slachten were, to some extent at 
any rate, artificial groups into which strangers could be received, and which 
were by no means always identical with the clans.^ The widely admitted similarity 
and close relationship of these conditions to those in Friesland should warn 
us to be cautious. In the latter it has been proved that the freedom of the peasants 
and the resultant agrarian system was a later development, and this must be 
considered probable in the case of Schleswig-Holstein also, so long as there is 
no evidence of the continuity of modem conditions from German times. The 
documentary proofs given above for the existence of the great estate and 
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of widespread serfdom among the Old Saxons, and the contemporary accounts 
of tlieir military organization, strengthened by numerous campaigns and raids,^ 
all point to the fact that in early Saxon times (as among the Anglo-Saxons) an 
individualistic and seigneurial system existed, and not a system of communism 
and equal rights. 

In north-w^est Germany the Frisians occupy a peculiar position. Some 
scholars have thought tliat among them the old German peasant-cultivation 
by free and equal settlers survived with especial tenacity throughout the centuries.^ 
Even in Roman times they possessed part of the land where they now dwell. 
But it must be emphasized that in the process of settlement important movements 
by the Frisians also took place. From their original home round the Zuyder Zee,^ 
w^ere Tacitus knew them {Germania^ 34), they spread gradually to the Ems. In 
A.D. 12 Dmsus brought them under Roman rule, and after taking part in the 
rebellion of the Batavi (69-70) they continued in a loose dependence on Rome. 
They did not, however, join in the advance of the Franks and Alemanni against 
Roman territory in the fourth and fifth centuries; and it has been presumed 
that they had then spread to the East, after the Chauci had retreated from 
the northern sea coast.^ No definite conclusions are possible on account of the 
lack of documentary evidence for the following centuries. They emerge into the 
light again with their subjection by the Franks, which took place about the middle 
of the sixth century,^ and was at first probably not at all severe. At the end 
of the seventh century the West Frisians, who had advanced to the islands at 
the mouth of the Scheldt, were finally subjected by Pippin of Heristal (689). 
The Middle Frisians w^ere joined to the Frankish Idngdom by Charles Martel 
(734), the East Frisians (who by that time had spread beyond the Oder) 
by Charles the Great. 

The true home of the Frisians was the inaccessible marshland, separated 
by low stretches of swamp and moor from the high inland Geest (sandy soil). 
Thus they were well protected on the land side, and it is therefore possible 
that they settled from the direction of the sea, first of all on the marshland, whence 
they advanced into the Geest.® As regards Frisian types of settlement, it is 
impossible to say that either isolated homesteads or villages were exclusively 
the more ancient forms of settlement. From the earliest times there must 
have been differences, arising from the different types of land available. 
In Roman times and even earlier, the need for dykes promoted co-operation 
among many settlers, so that larger village settlements at least cannot have been 
rare at an early date. This is evident from the Lex Frisionum of about a.d. 800.^ 
The oldest Landbooks {Urbare)^ especially those of the monastery of Werden, 
parts of wdiich date back to the ninth century, show that large villages were in 
existence then. Individual properties are defined, as they are to-day, according 
to their position in the different parts of the village, which is named as a whole 

^ G. Jot. Hoops, Wal&dume u, Kuiturpfiaien im German. Altertum. <7Q ff. and, L. Schmidt, 
op. at. 7 /// j } 

h 318 , and again Meitzen, op. cit., 51, and Inama-Stemegg, 

® Bremer, Etnograpkie d. German. Stdmme, op. cit., iii, 846 ff. 

U. the arfde,/^Friesm*^ by R Much in Hoops, Reailexikon, ii, 99 ff. (1913-15). 

® L. Schmidt, op. dt., 80. > w/ \ v 

® C£ Th. Siebs Z. GercA d mgHsh-Fries. Sprache, i, 9, 1889. 

’ IV, 9; MG. LL., in, 662. , X' > 7 7, / 
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(e.g. Ausser-, Inner-, Voider-, Hinter- N.).^ Here, also, as in the Lex Frisionum, 
the place-descriptions villa and vicus occur as well as curtu or hovel^ In tliese 
earliest tax-registers we constantly find place-names in -thorpe and -uuic ^; also 
others in -hem and -holta. 

That some of the villages were of considerable size, is proved by the 
earliest land charters of tlie monastery of Werden, where on one occasion a 
twelfth of a villa is given.^ Scattered possessions were obviously the rule. 
Lay and ecclesiastical lands are found in the same place, and often intersect one 
another, because parts of inheritances (hereditas) ^ have been given up by the laity 
to the church. Frequently in charters it is said of the conveyor diat the gifts 
were made pro acceptione sua,^ Sale and purchase and exchange, which is also 
mentioned,^ must have given rise to an active land market at an early date, and 
numerous landowners existed in each village. Each of the properties granted 
is defined in pedes and virgae^ perticae^ and even pollices.^ These also serve as a 
measurement in assessing the rent (census) to be levied on each property. The 
land to be surrendered is also described as terra x animalium or boum^ by which 
pasture-land is chiefly meant. It is incorrect, however, to argue from this 
against tlie existence of Hufen or of a system of Hufen, In the same very early 
sources, from which these descriptions are taken, there is also mention of 
sortes and mansi.^ Hove also occurs, probably with the same meaning.^® I believe 
that the frequent term virga must also, like the Anglo-Saxon virgata^ have had 
the same meaning.^^ Uurde is also found with a similar significance.^^ 

Meitzen’s theory is that Hufen in Friesland are due to a transference of 
Frankish arrangements which did not become naturalized until Carolingian 
times,and that tlie formation of polders which presumably began then, and the 
regulating of flooded marshes, led to a division into strips, whereas in earlier 
times the marshland had been divided into irregular enclosures and blocks. 
This, however, is one of Meitzen’s arbitrary statements. There are (as we 
have pointed out) no records for the preceding period. The terms in which 
the properties are described, especially virga^ are evidence against Frankish 
origin, and coincide with the Anglo-Saxon method of characterization. This 
block-shaped division of the acreage may also be due to a later division or 
the rounding off of inheritances. On the other hand, the similarity of the strip 
system cannot be due only to seigneurial interests, but may be explained in 
the light of agricultural technique and the existence of good and bad land. The 
different types of land in the Geest make scattered property necessary, if the 

^ ^ Rkeinische Urhare, ii, 48 : “ in exteriori Thirbirgi, in superiori Th .; ibid., 41 : “ in ultimo 
Ubinghem, in excellentissimo U.; in maiori Burhem,” etc. 

^ Ibid., 48, 42. in eadem villa. 

^ f Ibid., 48. Tunglasthorpe, 49, 46; in Thorpun, 51 ■ Urielbrandasuuic, 50; Scagasthorpe, 
Friiingothorpe, Anconthorpe, Aldondiorpe, Otesthorpe, etc. 

^ Ibid., 14, note 9. 

^ Ibid., 48, 42: 47, 12, 15: 49, 56. 

« Ibid., 49, 5p 50, 36. 

’ Ibid., 88, 45. Commutavit, 53, § 24; 54, terra quam emit. 

® Ibid., 47, 15. 

® Ibid., 2, 12, 13 n., 13, and 2, 37®^. 

Ibid., 48®'*. 

C£ ibid., 48, 41-4, 5^8; 50, 26 ff., 53, § 24, 54. 

Ibid., 50, 10; in Pettinghem j uurdi; cf. dso 47, 14, 15, 16, and Grimm, Rechtsakertumer^ 

2% 65. 

Op. cit., 49, £ and 51. C£ Germ, edit, P, 306 ff. 
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settlers are to have holdings of equal value. The marshlands allow each single 
fen to be used separately as grassland or ploughland. Moreover, a division 
of plots thus surrounded by water ditches has technical disadvantages. These 
field systems and forms of settlement may easily be explained from the sources 

_on die one hand tlie completely free divisibility of the land down to the smallest 

parcels (peJes)^ on the other hand agricultural co-operation against a common 
danger, and the subordination of the whole arrangement to the common interest. 
We need not, however, go so far as to assume that the settlement of the marsh¬ 
lands was carried out by free associations, whose chiefs were army captains 
and leaders of developing communities.^ It is much more important to stress 
the dominating role which v-as already at that early date being taken by the 
great estates in Friesland.^ They carried out the settlement side by side and 
together with the free landowners.^ This view is supported not only by the 
evidence of tlie great ecclesiastical estates, but by the conclusions as to the extent 
of lay property, which may be inferred from the size of individual gifts by secular 
landowners to die church.^ 

On the other hand those forms of landed property are lacking, which 
elsewhere are usually taken as evidence of the settlement of free communities. 
In Friesland there were no Marks, in the sense of folk-land, at this early date.^ 
As a matter of fact, common land, menCj mente^ occurs both in the marsh land and 
on the Geest These plots, however, are not the common property of free village 
communities, but are barren and unproductive tracts of village land,® which 
were left undivided for the common use of the inhabitants, in proportion to the 
size of their individual holdings and as an appurtenance of the latter. The 
use and management of diis waste was jointly regulated by all the settlers ; grazing 
was controlled by common shepherds for economic reasons, so that some might 
not be at a disadvantage owing to the exhaustion of the best fodder by a few 
individuals. The expression hamrik or hemrik does not imply a common Mark, 
but simply this “ common 

The idea that the early Frisians had almost no tillage but only extensive 
stock-raising,^ which has been adduced in support of the theory of communal 
cultivation, is based on assumptions which are refuted by the passage in Tacitus, 
in which he says that the Frisians, who had pressed forward to the Lower Rhine 
in Nero’s time, built permanent dwellings at once and began to till the land.^ 
Tacitus further remark, utque patrium solum exercebant^ shows that this had 
been tlie regular practice among them in their homeland. 

The distribution of property among the Frisians in these early times was 
very unequal. According to the Lex Frisionum a nobility appears side by side 
with the freemen, and there are also half-free Liti and unfree men.® Charles 
the Great s summons to the host in 807 calls up grafs and royal vassals, and 
caiaUarn omnes, while on tlie other hand only limited duties are laid upon the 
pauperiores, every six of whom had to fit out a seventh man.i® The caballarii 
are hardly nobles, but perhaps fully free men who were rich enough to take the 


\ Gierke, in O. Gierke’s Unters, deutsch, Staats- u. RG.j 96 ff. 

F. Swartj Zur fries. Agrargesch. (1910)- 

s S't’ Germ, edit., i^, 308. 

M^, op. at.. 45. 6 See Germ, edit., i=, 309, notes 570-2. 

’ Jul. Gterke, op. at., 96. s Tacitus, ^W., xiii, 54! 

MG., Capit 1, 136, c. 3. 
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field on horseback.^ This is evidence of the extensive horse-breeding, which 
existed ^there frojn a very early date, in consecjuence of the considerable stretches 
of grazing land. The theory that there was no nobility among the Frisians but 
that the nobilis of the Lex meant the full freemen has been sufficiently disproved.^ 
It has already been mentioned that the Frisians came early into contact with 
the Romans and their culture. They repeatedly fought with them as neighbours 
in the first century a.d. ; they later provided them with auxiliaries ; and as darino* 
traders they came from their settlements at the mouth of the Lower Rhine up 
the river into Roman territory with their wares. Thus, not only had they ample 
opportunity to learn Roman ways, but they were the means of carrying these 
customs back into the interior of Germany. ^ 


It was in this manner, then, that the occupation of land by the various 
German tribes tooK place on the Continent. I have purposely tried to describe 
it in detail, in order to give the necessary basis on which to form an opinion 
as^ to its results. These were undoubtedly far-reaching; and in this I agree 
with the opinions of all scholars up to the present time. Roman rule was abolished, 
and in general the old political order broke down. But this was not true in detail 
of all private rights. W^e saw that, just as the so-called age of migration w^as 
not a time of savage destruction and complete demolition, even so the wars 
of concjuest and the fighting during the occupation itself did not cause an unvary¬ 
ing devastation along the wffiole line. In order to understand the results of this 
great transformation, we must not look at the matter only from the standpoint 
of the conquered Romans, as it is reflected in contemporary wniters, but we 
must stand apart from it as independent critics, and study the new order to which 
it actually gave rise. I do not imply that a complete reorganization of society 
took place at once. This was impossible, above all in the economic and social 
sphere. But new foundations had been laid for peaceful reconstruction in the 
conquered territories, which were now safely in the possession of their new 
rulers. It will be the task of the next chapter to describe those foundations. 


Perhaps the omnes wliich imme- 


^ These were first named after the vasalli in the Capitulary, 
diateiy follows refers to cahallarii. 

^ See Germ, edit., i, 311, note 585 £ 

r -pr Gemeinfreie d. Karoling. Volksrechte,” Zeitschr, d. Savigm-Stifw,, 

/. RG. 19, and Standerrecht. Probleme/’ ibid., vol. xxiii, ^ ’ 

^ For English conditions cf. Germ. edit, 311-27. 




Chapter V 


THE DIVISION OF THE SOIL AND AGRARIAN ECONOMY IN 
THE LATE ROMAN AND EARLY MEDIEVAL PERIODS 

E arlier scholars, m consequence of their conception of the so-called folk- 
migration and of the German conquest of the West Roman Empire, found 
themselves in a position of constraint when they came to describe German material 
civilization. For if the ancient and lofty civilization of the Romans had succumbed 
to the destructive inundations of the migration, and if all that Rome stood for 
had been swept away by the German barbarians during the conquest, the imme¬ 
diate consequence would be an interruption of civilization—a devastation in 
Voltaire's sense—^which necessitated the assumption that afterwards everything 
would have to be built up again from the beginning. These utterly uncivilized 
German conquerors would have gradually and painfully to rediscover and work 
out all that had once existed on the far side of that great burial ground of civiliza¬ 
tion. This would be true both in tlie economic and in the social sphere. If 
the Germans were depicted during the land occupation of the sixth century as 
free and equal peasants, so far without any political organization and if, therefore, 
they settled in communities of families, it would seem a plausible theory that 
their whole agrarian economy rested on associations which had a common 
right to the settled land, the Mark," without any private ownership of arable. 
Within the framework of this picture there was as little room in early German 
society for the great estate as for a stronger social organization. 

Those who promulgated this earlier theory do not seem to have asked them¬ 
selves seriously how, given these hypotheses, the complete economic isolation, 
which had logically to be ascribed to this primitive development, could possibly 
have been overcome in such a short time, and that by barbarians who had so 
recently shown themselves completely hostile to culture. The expedient by 
which they sought to support their theory does not give any satisfactory answer 
to this question. The distinction usually made between the Roman provincial 
regions (such as Gaul, Spain, and Italy) and the purely German districts, is essen¬ 
tially at variance with the theory itself, which holds that in these Roman provinces 
the Roman towns and settlements were burnt and destroyed and the population 
massacred or led away into slavery, w^hile a scanty remnant was reduced to serfdom, 
and its lands expropriated. It is difficult to believe that uncultured conquerors 
so quickly lost thek savagery under the influence of a few serfs, and that after 
a single century (only the seventh is left for the purpose) they are in a position 
to build up what had been so thoroughly overthrown and trampled under foot 
for at least ^ee (the fourth to the sixth). Indeed, from the sociological point 
of view, is impossible to find any plausible reason why these German land- 
owners, living only for war and the ^ase and never labouring in the fields them¬ 
selves, should have condescended so quickly to do the despised servile work of 
their Roman subjects. It was certainly easier to live upon rent than to wrest 
a scanty livelihood from the soil by liiek own labour. 


132 
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But what about the great seigneurial estate {Gruniherrschaft) ? How did 
it enter into the free peasant republics of the Germans ? Its appearance certainly 
cannot be explained by the arguments commonly adduced to show that it began 
in the eighth and ninth centuries, especially if the hypotheses are correct con¬ 
cerning the German economic and social organization from which it is supposed 
to have developed. For the communal rights originally enjoyed by the groups 
of free settlers or Mark-associates are supposed to have continued through the 
period when private ownership of arable land began, from about the sixth century 
onwards. The right of the associates to veto the setdement of strangers made 
it possible for them to keep away any unwelcome intruder. The rise of the 
monarchy and the church, both of which collected a rich territorial property, 
cannot possibly have been the main cause of a new system so important in its 
consequences. At a time w^hen tliat system was completely developed, they 
are obviously striving to support and maintain the small free landowners, and 
not to destroy them. How was it, then, that the old freedom of German peasants 
and family groups disappeared so quickly that in the eighth and ninth centuries 
we can perceive nothing more than a faint reflection of it in the records of the 
monarchy and the church The great seigneurial estate is essentially incom¬ 
patible with everything that we have been told about the peculiar nature of 
German economic and social organization in that early period. Why should 
this foreign body, so dangerously infectious, have found an entrance into German 
civilization, when it had been abolished and destroyed three centuries earlier with 
the fall of the West Roman Empire } 

Thus the theories hitherto held about the development of early medieval 
civilization wall not bear a rational analysis. On the one hand they contradict one 
another in detail, on the other they do not allow a straightforward synthesis of 
the historical facts as they are known to-day, but compel us to assume a rapid 
development by leaps and bounds in order to bridge the gap. Historia non facit 
saltus I All these difficulties and stumbling blocks disappear as soon as we base 
our further investigation on the two main results of archaeological discovery and 
recent research into settlement, which have been discussed in previous chapters. 
To begin with, there was no breach of civilization, but a continuity of develop¬ 
ment, W'^hich may be traced everywhere in town and country. Secondly, we have 
to recognize tlie conservatism of the new masters, who were not blind destroyers, 
but old connoisseurs of Roman culture, appreciating it at its full value. 

There was, therefore, no interruption of civilization and no catastrophe. 
Indeed, there was much less devastation than used to be imagined. Such as there 
was must in part be ascribed to developments under the late Roman Empire itself— 
he flight of the coloni from the land, and the gradual cessation of the movement 
into the towns, accompanied at the same time by considerable immigration. A 
great increase of population must have been caused by the influx of Germans into 
the Roman provinces. Its consequences are striking in places where we have more 
definite information about the division of the land between Germans and Romans. 
The soil, which had hitherto belonged to the Romans, was now half, or more than 
half, settled by Germans. They soon turned to its cultivation, and the new labour 
now available supplied a lack from which the late Roman period had suffered 
considerably. Moreover, the actual immigration took place on old cultivated land 
which was already in occupation. The constructive activity of the new masters 
did not begin in the desolation of primitive forests, as was once imagined. It 
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began in exactly the same places where the Romans had laboured before them. 
The Germans settled beside, and often in the midst of, Romans. They may often 
have lit their fires on Roman hearths and put their hands to Roman ploughs. 

It is tlierefore necessary, above all, to be clear as to what they found and 
overcame in these Roman provinces, which were now their home. The main 
part of die Roman soil on which they settled belonged to great estates and was 
consequently organized on this basis. It is out of these great Roman estates that 
die new development takes its start, and we must proceed from conditions which 
prevailed on them in order to understand the nature of the reconstruction. It 
will perhaps be best to begin by considering the imperial estates, not only because 
we know most about the economy of the domain, but because, as has been shown 
above, early medieval development often began there, and because the royal and 
ducal estates, and indirectly those of the church, which played a decisive part, were 
all derived from imperial domains.^ 

From the beginning we must keep in mind the fact that great economic 
variety already existed within the Empire in Roman, and especially in late Roman, 
times. This was the case not only in production but also in economic organiza¬ 
tion. The great estates of the Emperors (saltus) ^ were differently organized in 
east and west; they were, for instance, of greater extent in Africa than in Italy, 
and were also in more compact blocks. It must be emphasized that large properties, 
latifundia^ do not necessarily imply a compact territory, but may include many 
individual farms (fundi) ^ m different districts. Therefore property was not 
everywhere compact and enclosed, but might be scattered, as was often the case 
in the Middle Ages.^ 

These Roman latifmdia were not units of large-scale farming with a 
centralized economic management operating from one or more points. On the 
contrary, they are remarkable rather for their decentralization. From Pliny 
onwards the diief complaint ^ against the latifundia was not that they were great 
estates but that they were converting independent free peasant properties into 
small dependent leased farms.® We can clearly observe the dualism which used 
often to be regarded as peculiar to the German period. Part of the property was 
managed by the owner, especially the “ demesne ” which lay round the castle 
(castellum): or the central homestead (villa) J It consisted of the villa in the 
narrower sense, i.e. the house and the group of farm-buildings belonging to it, 
usually surrounded by a wall and a ditch.® The demesne land was the best part 
of the estate, its kernel, so to speak. It was farmed hy dhe familia^ the farm-slaves 
of the owner, with an actor or vilicus as overseer and farm steward.® The rest of 
the propert}^ consisted of the more distant and scattered parts, given in parcels or 
small holdings to colonL They lived in the vici circa villam or in farms (casae) and 
owed rent and service to the main farm.^® We see here clearly the same combina¬ 
tion of independent and tenant-farming which is found in the early Middle Ages. 


J Cf. above, 55 ff. 

^ r ^grargescL in ihrer BeJentungf d. Staats- u, Privatrecht (1891), Ad. 

5 cliiilten Grundherrschaften (1896), and R. His, Die Domdnen der tom, Kaiserreit (1896). 

® Scliiilten, op. dt., 20. 1 y ^ 

1 Wwi, c. 12, gives an example of this in the fifth century, 

g 7 : latifundia perdidere Italiam, 

- c 1* italienische Bodenteilung, Hermes, xix, 41*7 ff. 

^ Schulten, op. cit., 53. ’ ’ ^ ^ 

» For Ae so-caUed Zehmthdfe in the Decumatenland <£ Bonn. Jahrh., Ixxix, 64 (1885). 
icnuitea, op. cit, 93. w Ibid., too. > ^ V 
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Moreover, there is a definite gradation and a considerable development in forms 
of tenure. Besides leases for a term of years we find the precarium^ hereditary 
leases, and leases, on the metayage system (colonia partiaria). No one familiar with 
the works of L. Mitteis ^ and Rostovtzeff^ can possibly hold that the combination 
of these, together with tlie evolution of the great seigneurial estate or ‘‘ manor 
is an advantage which Frankish development has over late Roman times. As 
a matter of fact, continuity of development is especially obvious in the forms 
of tenure the Roman origin of which has been repeatedly showm.^ 

The similarity between the medieval German and the late Roman economic 
systems may be seen in even greater detail in LexManciana, a general law of the 
time of the Emperor Vespasian.^ It regulated the relations of the state to the 
different holders of state land {ager publicus) so far as this was in the hand of private 
owners or of the Emperor. In it two classes of colon! are seen : those who live 
on tht fundus itself (inquilini) and those outside it, i.e. peasants who leased a piece 
of domain land in addition to their own farm. These are the proximi quique 
possessores mentioned by Hyginus ^ and identified by Rostovtzeff with the native 
population of Africa, which formerly paid dues to the Carthaginians and now 
in Roman times paid a stipendium to the tenant-farmers (mandpes),^ A further 
distinction was also made. Besides the colon! who had houses of their own, there 
were others who lived in their lords’ houses: qui villas habent dominicasd The 
former w^ere neighbouring landowners who perhaps became colon! by occupying 
waste and uncultivated land (subsedvd) ; the latter were landless peasants settled 
on die estate, who were gradually placed on the plots which had earlier been 
cultivated by slaves. We must look closely at tliis division, for something of the 
same sort has already been shown in existence in the Germano-Frankish period.^ 
The LexMandana also makes it plain that this development was not due to German 
influences.® 

These Roman estates enjoyed a special legal position.^® They were organized 
autonomously under special oflicials (^procuratores^ actores) outside the territorium 
of the dvitas^ and were thus exempt from the general organization of the district. 
On the great estates of private persons, too, among wdiom those of senatorial 
rank were especially prominent, the owner himself, usually an absentee who lived 
in the city, did not carry on the farming and management; this was taken over 
by a large tenant or conductor who rented fundus as a whole and then gave out 
single parcels to small tenants, in return for dues and labour services. The pro¬ 
curators appointed over the separate domains had quasi-magisterial power, not 
merely managing the estates, but levying taxes and mulcting the tenant (conductor') 
if he did not perform his duties; in fact, enjoying a right of punishment and 
military authority over the coloni. They had coerdtio^ the power of compelling 
obedience to their owm commands, and cognitio^ the right to punish offences 
against others. 

^ Erbpachtim AXtQVtomJ’^AhhandL d, sacks, Ges. d. Wiss.pkiL kistor. CL, xx, 4 (1901). 

- Die Staatspacht in d, rom, Kaiserzeit (lOO-;). 

^ See Germ, edit., i, 333 f. 

^ See ibid., i, 334, note 19. 

® See Rudorff, Rom, Feldmesser, i, 116, 22. 

® Studien i. GescL d, rom. Kolonats (1910), 316. 7 Ibid., 342. 

® See my Wirtschaftsentwichlung d. Karolingerzeit, ii, f. 

® Germ, edit., i% 335. 

® comprehensive description in Beaudouin, in xxL <41 ff., 

and ibid., xxii (1897 and 1898). ^ 
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No private territorial lord wielded this quasi-magisterial power of the 
procuratores of the imperial domains. Actually, however, a position gradually 
developed which was at least similar in practice. The general tenant of the saltus 
{conductor) was, it is true, subject to the supervdsion of tlie intendant {procurator) 
who had to settle quarrels betv^een him and the coloni. The collision betv^^een the 
economic power of the conductor and the quasi-magisterial power of the pro¬ 
curator was usually felt by the coloni^ wLile these two, whose social status was the 
same^ soon came to an agreement and played into one another’s hands. With the 
connivance of the procurator^ the conductors often encroached on the rights of 
others, and were especially fond of arbitrarily increasing the labour services of the 
coloni in respect of the demesne land which was in their own private management. 
This was especially frequent in the provinces, above all in Africa about which we 
have more details. The position of the conductors was strengthened by the fact 
that they could become hereditary tenants on imperial land. As emphyteuticarii 
possessores they became quasi-lords and are sometimes actually called dominu 

Towards the end of the Roman period, and especially after the time of 
Constantine, a development took place which had important consequences. The 
subordination of the inhabitants of the domains to regular jurisdiction gradually 
gives way to a system of judicial administration, whereby the individual is tried in 
the presence of a domain official. The usual judge must in all cases apply to him for 
surrender of the guilty party; according to a decree of Valentinian he may not 
himself enter the domain to use compulsion on the people dwelling there 
{immunitas). Already, in the fourth century, a seigneurial-patrimonial juris¬ 
diction is developing. It was at first limited to the domains, but the more economic 
dependence increased and the connection between conductor and procurator took 
tlie course indicated above, the sooner could the private territorial lords (who 
significantly were already calling themselves potentes) usurp similar rights by way 
of patronage {patrocinium)?- This led to that transformation of small free peasants 
into dependent coloni which Bishop Salvian of Marseilles describes in such 
drastic terms in the fifth century.^ In order to escape annoyance from those who 
were economically strong, the small free farmers put themselves under the pro¬ 
tection of the great territorial lords, against whose economic competition they 
could not in any case hold their own for any length of time. Here, too, the well- 
known economic and social phenomena of the Frankish period are the direct con¬ 
tinuation of these late Roman developments, and are not due to the rise of great 
seigneurial estates for the first time under the Franks.® 

Together with the development of these great estates we also find the 
growth of the labour dues for which the coloni were liable.^ They had to render 
both manual and ploughing services {opera et iugcL). At first the natural needs of rural 
economy may have caused this exaction of extra help at certain times when farm 
work cannot be postponed (sowing and reaping, the harvest, the first ploughing), 
since the people of the demesne farm itself would not be sufficient for these 
purposes, and reinforcements would be necessary. This would explain the fact 
that these labour dues were at first relatively small (six to twelve days a year). 

^ Beandouin, op. cit, xxii, 112 ff. 

® De guhernat. Dm., v, S, 38; MG. AA., 1, 62. 

Beaudouin, op. cIl, xxii, 733. 
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The scriptores ret rusticae show that free paid workers w^ere also employed for 
the same purpose.^ This was still the custom at the beginning of the fourth century, 
as Diocletian’s tax-decree of a.d. 301 shows. But such wage-earners cannot have 
been obtainable everyw^here in the necessary numbers, especially in the more 
distant regions, far from any town. Moreover, it w^as the endeavour of the 
great estates in later Roman times to be independent of the neighbouring towns,^ 
and this desire may have led them more and more to call upon their own people 
for the necessar}^ services. Another motive may also have influenced them, as we 
learn from the accounts of Columella. When the harvests were not good, the 
coloni used to ask for remission of their dues in kind (^partes agrariae). Columella 
therefore recommends that emphasis should be laid rather on the demand for 
labour services {opera)j as the coloni could not ask for any remission of these.® 
In my opinion the distinction made betv^een opus and pensiones indicates personal 
labour dues. As, however, the lords are advised to claim the ‘‘ avarius ”, the author 
is probably thinking only of an abnormal exaction of the usual dues of individual 
coloni^ and the reason given by Columella would seem to show that this exaction 
was intended for the demesne land, and not for the tenant holdings of the peasants 
themselves.^ In fact, even in the second and tliird centuries, the coloni felt 
oppressed by the immoderate extension of labour services, so that Roman law had 
to prohibit it and to determine the dues (Leges Manciana and Hadriand).^ 

In addition, the coloni had to render building-services, which seem to have 
been considerable,® while the hospitality and maintenance dues, which were 
exacted by ofiicials and confidential messengers of the imperial court on their 
journeys, were also felt to be oppressive, as we see from inscriptions in Asia Minor. 
Carrying services, which were connected with the above, were a heavy burden on 
the tenants of the great estates. The angariae w^hich appeared as early as the period 
of Persian rule became more important from the fourth century in the Roman 
Empire. Animals and men were requisitioned for the transport of Imperial goods, 
of officials and soldiers ; and carrying services were increasingly demanded for the 
expedition of goods and men.® Finally, it must be noted that labour dues were also 
exacted for the upkeep of roads and ways, which was undertaken in the different 
Gaus by the magistri pagorum. Sometimes definite sections (spatid) were allotted 
to individuals with adjacent holdings, who had to keep them in order at their owm 
expense.® In general, it is clear that not only do the characteristics of the later 
German period derive from the previous Roman and even from the Hellenistic 
age, but that tlie application of labour dues exacted by public authority is likewise 
very much the same. 

We are thus well informed as to conditions on the great estates of late Roman 
times ; but this is not the case as regards the free landowners who worked their 

^ Gummems, ‘‘Der rom. Gutsbetrieb.” Klio. Beitr. r. alten GescL. Suppl. v. 1906, 42, 

^ C£ M- Weber, op. cit., 241, 274. 

^ For the controversy over tkis see Germ, edit., 338. 
h 7j J • avarius opus exigat quam pensiones^ quordam et minus id qffendit^ et tamen in universum 
magis prodest, 

® Cf- Th, Mommsen, Dekret d, Commodus f. d. Saltus Buninitanus, Hermes, xv, 385 fF., esp. 406 
(1880). 

® Cf. Schulten, Grundherrschaften^ 49 fF., and Gummems, Fronden^ op- cit., 35. 

^ Gummems, ibid., 53 iF. 

® Cf. RostovtzefF, “ Angarise,” Klioj vi, 249 ff. (i90<5), and Schulten, “ Libello dei coloni d^un 
demanio imperiale in Asia,” Mitt. d. kais. deutsch. ArchdoL Instit. Rom Ahteil.^ xiii, 221 iF, (1898). 

® Cf. Siculi Fiacci, de condicione agrorum^ Rudorff, Rom. Feldmesser, i, 468, 8. ’ 

10 G. Waitz, Deutsche VG., ii^, 598 if. 
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own farms. We hear of them chiefly at the moment when they cease to be free and 
enter into relationship with the territorial lords. Yet a more definite idea of their 
position may be arrived at if we picture to ourselves the way in which the Roman 
land and soil were divided, as the detailed records in the writings of Roman 
surveyors enable us to do.^ Each of the districts given by the state into private 
ownership, the “ Mark ” or ager, seems to .have been divided (divisio) into equal 
or equally valuable parcels, or collections of parcels, which were assigned by the 
magistrates to individual owners {adsignatio) and entered on a map {forma, aes) 
in the manner of a land register.^ ’ 

The division of the soil itself was effected in two different ways, both based 
on two main lines drawn with a field-diopter {groma), decumanus (east-west) and 
cardo (north-south), crossing at right-angles. The ager centuriatus, which 
originally included a hundred arable lots, each of two days’ work {iugera), was 
divided % drawing parallels to the main lines, thus cutting up the wholeldark into 
quadrates or right-angled blocks. It was also called ager limitatus after the 
boundary-lines {limites) between the centuriae. In this type of measurement 
pieces of land were left over {ager extracensus, loca relictd) such as that which lay 
betw'een the centuriae and the outside boundary of the Mark, and also the waste¬ 
land {silvestria ac palustrid) which was also called subseciva. Both these types 
formed the ager arcifinius, the unmeasured land. It was irregularly bounded by 
natural features (trees, rivers, mountains, roads, etc,). A second method was to 
divide up the land into scamna (banks) and strigas (strips) ; by deviations from 
the decumanus line, right-angled pieces were made by lines drawn lengthways or 
crosswise, which were called strigae if their main length lay north-south, and 
scamna if they ran east-west. Within the centuriae, which were actually more 
importmt for the coloni, a further division took place by means of the creation 
of single lots {sort&s) ; these the individual settler received (perhaps originally by 
the drawing of lots ?) and they were therefore called acceptae. 

Ad. Schulten assumed that there was a fundamental difference between 
Roman and German land-division. He thought that in the former a compact piece 
ot land {Jundus) was always given, whereas in the latter a sub-division of the single 
lot into Muntless separate parcels in different open fields {Gewanne) was character¬ 
istic. Eut there are technical reasons against this view. It must have often 
happened that the measure of the acceptae of a conternatio or decuria did not go 
eveihy into one centuHa ‘ but would have to be assigned to several centuriae. 
in that case the names of the settlers were written on the land-map in those 
centuriae where they received land, and beside the name the extent of the single 
parce s w^ wntten in yokes.® This alone makes it probable that even in the Roman 
^tem of and division holdings were scattered and, therefore, open fields existed, 
in ^yidence of this. Fronto, in his Controversiis, discusses a case 

yiodh in agro adsignato arises. And here he assumes that 
the nZl'ft portions of his lot {sors) not only in different parts of 

the open fields of one centuna, but also in a neighbouring centuria.^ The sors, 

“ (1848-1851), also C. Thnlins in Bibl. 


BiBhography, Germ, edit., 340, note 46 

cfSf ^5 (1898). 


Cf. RudorfT op. cit., ii, 

^ 1 . lumtihus constUuendis hel RudorW ■ 

Agnmensor. Roman., j, and Rudorff, i, 13’. 
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therefore, consisted in such cases of a number of partes which did not make a 
compact whole, but were scattered in different places. Another passage in Siculus 
Flaccus actually says so in so many words : ‘‘ Praeterea et in multis regionihus 
comperimus quosdam possessores non continuas habere terras^ sedparticulas quasdam 
in diver sis locis^ intervenientibiis complurium possessionibus^ propter quod etiam 
complures vicinales viae sint^ ut unusquisque possit adparticulas suas iurepervenireP ^ 
The very emphasis of the need for special ways of access leaves no doubt that we 
have here intermixed lands in different open fields. 

From the same source we learn the reasons for the development of such 
conditions. Even in Roman times it appears that the normal situation, in which 
each person would receive one sors or accepta^ could not be permanently main¬ 
tained. Not only were such units divided among several persons, but several 
of them would often be received by one single colonus.^ Moreover, alterations 
w^ere made by exchange,^ purchase and sale, so that certain parts of an accepta 
might pass into other hands.^ And, finally, divisions of property arose, owing to the 
fact tliat individual veterans might share their possessions among their sons in 
three or four quotas. ^ Thus considerable inequalities in land-ownership had 
already arisen in the case of smaller landowners, both within and witliout the 
great estates, and the Hufe or hide was now by no means the normal average holding 
of a single settler. 

The centuriae were divided from one another by limites^ which were not 
merely boundaries but also field paths.® They had a certain breadth, and might not 
be ploughed or fenced but had to be left free. The limites were distinct from the 
viae ^ which were either publicae or viae vicinales. The latter led off the public 
roads or sometimes back to them again.® They served chiefly to give the single 
owner a means of access to his different strips in the arable field. Termini was Ae 
name applied, among others, to the boundary-stones which served as marks to 
distinguish the boundaries of the properties.^ Private paths were not looked upon 
as the boundaries of the arable lots.^® If a sors were divided among the sons of a 
veteran, boundaries were drawn within it, which were called termini compor- 
tionales.^'^ The boundary of the whole piece of land was called//zzV. It is uncertain 
whether it consisted of a line, or of a strip of definite breadth (5 feet).^^ This may 
have been differently arranged according to the natural conditions of the land. 
At any rate, economic needs had to be taken into account in the lay-out of the 
paths, especially from the point of view of accessibility and the possibility of 
turning the plough.^® Trees and stones on the boundary (fzz confinio')'^eie regarded 
as part of the strips in which they lay. If they were removed, they were legally 
independent property, in the joint ownership of the boundary-neighbours.^^ 
Quarrels between neighbours (vicini) must naturally have often arisen over the 


^ Corpus Agrimens.^ ii6. a 

5 A • • .. ^ C£ Hyginus in Rudorff, i, 131. 

Corpus Agnmens. j 59 : Si veteranus filiis suis imam possessionem dividensin tres aut quattuor 
portiones. . . . {Agennii Urhici de controversiis Agrorum, in Rudorff, i, 71). 

® Cf. W. Gebert, “Limes,” Bonn Jhk^ cxix, 1(53 (1910). 

' Rudorff, op. cit., i, 41. 26. 

® Siculi Flacci, De condicione agrorum.^ ibid., i, 146. 6. 

® Cf. the Kdictum Theoderici^ c. 104 and 105. 

h 41. 27. ^ IX Ibid., I, 40. S. 

ns ^icle Finis ’ in Pauly-Wissowa^s Realencyclopadie (R. Leonard), vi, 2, 23, 25 (1909). 
Cf. Hyginus, De generibus controversiarum^ in Rudorff, i, 126. 5. 

^ ^ ^ See tile article, Confinium,” by R. Leonard in Pauly-Wissowa*s Realencyclopddie^ vii, 871 
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boundaries/ and die plougbing-up of boundary-stones was especially severely 
punished,^ 'in quarrels about boundaries the vicini had to co-operate in establishing 
the facts of the case.^ They were also called upon to check the returns of property 
for assessment of taxation (professiones), and therefore in the cadasters the two 
nearest neighbours had to be given, as well as the administrative district (Gau- 
community and pagus).^ 

In the measurement of the arable land various standards were used. Of 
those which were also in use in the Germano-Frankish period, the most important 
was the iugemm (yoke). This, according to Pliny, was the amount which could be 
ploughed by one yoke of oxen in a day. There was also the pertica, a ten-foot 
rod, and the arapennis, a term used for die amount otherwise called acms (a square 
of tv^elve perticae), which was perhaps taken from the Celtic.^ 

The single lots of the setders {sortes, acceptae) had to consist mainly of useful 
land {ager utilis\ and not only of woods or pasture. However, if the greater part 
of a man’s holding w^as made up of arable, he had to have a piece of woodland to 
fill up his lot. Many received woodland directly adjoining their land (iunctas 
silvas), but many also might have it farther off in the mountains, sometimes even 
on the far side of their fourth neighbour.^ 

The land which was not measured out during the allotment (suiseciva) 
was retained by the state,^ in so far as it was not given away or sold by the original 
owner. This was also the case with the loca relicta and extraclusa. If these were 
useful lands, they were used as common pasture (compascua) by the neighbouring 
settlers.® They were also called communia because they belonged to all the holdings 
in common.® The right of pasture went with the homesteads and passed to 
purchasers and legatees. Often more land was available than was given out in the 
allotment,^® and what was over was then granted to the nearest owners as 
in common. Woods are also to some extent found in the ownership of several 
rkiniy who had the right to fell trees or to graze cattle there.^^ Mountain forests 
were often miles away from the individual homesteads to which they belonged, 
and quarrels consequendy arose as to which of the intervening homesteads was the 
ownerP^ The mountain forests on the boundaries of the colonies were frequently 
not included in the allotment {relicta^ extraclusa)^ and were often illegally occupied 
by the nearest setders and turned into arable land.^® In many districts rivers were 
also counted as suiseciva?-^ 

These descriptions, which are chiefly taken from the writings of Roman 
suiv^eyors, show a considerable similarity between the division of the soil at the 
Roman period and conditions prevailing at later times. The question now is whether 
there was a direct connection, and whether continuity of development may be 
traced here also. The assertion that outside Italy no trace of the Roman division 
into centurme is to be found can no longer be made to-day. The experts in 

^ C£ Gebert, op. dt,, 165. 2 Rudorff, op. cit., ii, 243 ff. 

® C£ Rudorff, 1, 281, 5-10. 

^ See the Forma censnalis of Augustus in RudorfF, op. dt, ii, 312, note 232. C£ also Hyginus 
in Rudorff, i, 202, 15, and also Sdndten, Flurkarten,”" Hermes, xxxiii, 554. 

^ C£ Rudorff, op. dn, ii, 279 f£, and Schuiten, ‘‘Die Landgemeinden im r5m. Reich.” 
P.MMogus, Hii, 633. 

® Hyginus, De. Imutilus constituendis, Rudorff, i, 203 £ 

’ Rudorf, op. dt., ii, 391 if. 8 Rudorff, ii, 395. 

® Frondnus, de camroversip, Rudorff, op. cit, i, 42. ^0 Hyginus, op. cit, i, 201. 

Siculus Flaccus, decondic. agror,, Rudorff, i, 152. Frontinus, de controversiis. 

Siculus Flaccus, de condic. agror., Rudorff, i, 157. 18 
Yuiograiow, Tke Growth of the Manor, 55 (1905). 
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Roman gromatics quite plainly contradict it, for they do not base their state¬ 
ments on Italy or the Orient alone, but refer directly to the provinces in general, 
and particularly to those which were settled by Germans. Thus, among the 
special cases which they mention, we find Pannonia, and the provinces of Dalmatia 
and Germania.^ The form of measurement of the ager divisus et adsignattis is 
typical of the colonate ^; it was used especially for allotments to veterans, which 
is particularly important, because numerous Germans thus received arable plots 
for their military services.^ This evidence tallies with the results of archeological 
research, which has brought to light the actual remains of such conditions in 
Germany itself. In the Wetterau at Friedberg, the chief town of Upper Hessen, 
very clear traces of the Roman division into centuriae can still be seen. The limites 
crossing at right-angles are partly retained in the lay-out of the roads and paths, 
and partly to be found as a stony substratum in the arable land itself.^ Friedberg, 
which was settled in the Bronze age,^ comes from a Roman settlement, a permanent 
camp, the walls of which {porta decumand) have partially survived to this day. 
Moreover, fragments of that very Roman measuring instrument {groma) by means 
of which the division of the soil was carried out, have been dug up on the Limes in 
the neighbourhood of Pfiinz (near Eichstadt) in Bavaria.® 

Furthermore, in recent years an inscription has been found in the Rhine 
territory at Cologne, which is unmistakable evidence of the division of the village 
land into scamna^ i.e. into crop-fields {Gewanni). In this the possessores ex vico 
Lucretio are more specifically described as “ scamno primo ”, which would have 
no meaning unless there were a distinction between the crop-fields.^ We have 
another inscription from Obrigheim in the Neckar valley ® recording the founda¬ 
tion by a Roman landowner of a temple of Mercury with four centuriae (== 800 
iugerd). Thus in this district, too, there must have been a division of the soil with 
exact measurements,® similar to that in Friedberg in the Wetterau. K. Schumacher, 
who agreed with this theory, further pointed out that in the districts where the 
villae rusticae have been fairly completely excavated, they occur at surprisingly 
equal intervals; as, for example, on the Bergstrasse between Heppenheim and 
Heidelberg, from Rohrbach to Stettfeld, between Durlach and Malsch, or along 
the Leimbach and Kraichbach.^® This, also, seems to indicate that the ground was 
definitely measured out. Finally, mention must be made of an inscription from 
Lorraine, put up by the coloni Aperienses who were performing a dedication. 
It does not actually mention the division of the land, but serves as evidence of 
seigneurial organization and, judging by what we know about this in general, 
it must have been based on a measurement of the land. This tallies with the fact 

CL Hyginus, op. cit., 84 ; Dalmatia (ibid., 85), Germania in Tungris (ibid., 86). 

- Cf. Hyginus, de condic. agror. 

^ CL above, 50 fF. 

^ Schulten, Bonn Jhh., ciii, 39. 

^ K. Schumacher, Siedelungs- und Kulturgesch, d. BJieinlande^ i, 72. 

^ ® Cf. SchSne, “ Das Visierinstrument der rom. Feldmesser,*’ Jh, d. kais. Deutsch, Archdhg. 
Instit.y xvi, 127 ff. (1901). 

See Germ, edit., i^, 348. 

® CIL, xiii, 6488. Also Barthel, Bonn JAi., cxx, 49, note 19. 

® For details see Germ, edit., i^, 348 £ 

“ Zur Besiedelungsgesch. d. reditsseitigen Rheintales zwischen Basel u. Mainz,” Festsckr. 
Feter d. So jahr. Bestehens d. rom. germ. Zentrahniiseums Mainly 1902, 35. 

Cf. Keune, “ Rom. Weihinschrift aus Weidesheim-Kalhausen,” Jhh. d. Ges. f. lothring. GescA. 
u. Akertumskde.y xxvi, 461 ff. (1915). 

Cf. above, 138. 
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that it was found in a place which was settled even in prehistoric times, viz. 
Kalliausen, on the railway line between Saargemiind and Strasburg, near 
Herbitzheim, where dedicator}^ inscriptions have also been excavated.^ 

Later, K. Schumacher made a comprehensive examination of village 
boundaries, and pointed out numerous cases in the Rhineland and in Hessen ^ 
wdiich show a direct connection with Roman conditions (such as the coincidence 
of Roman roads and boundaries), and in which traces of Roman centuriae'zro, 
still visible in tlie compact block-formation.^ These settlements, which belong to 
the very old pre-Roman and Roman periods, were already compact vici in pre- 
German times and continued during the German period, as we see from their 
connection with Merovingian cemeteries (long barrows), etc. It may be added 
that the oldest extant mark-surveys belong to these districts, e.g. Heppenheim and 
Miclielstadt in the Odenwald.^ Both tlie region round Worms, and Pfeddersheim, 
Horchheim, Pfiffligheim, Heppenheim, Osthofen, and Westhofen are remark¬ 
able for fairly regular rectangular block divisions of the soil with the settlement in 
the middle, which are quite different from the more numerous irregularly bounded 
types in the rest of Rhenish Hessen.^ 

It is important to note that the latest discovery of private charters of the 
Carolingian period appears to give direct proof of that coincidence between the 
Roman fundus and the German village Mark which Schumacher assumed.® 

As a result of these archeological discoveries, it can hardly be doubted to-day 
that in certain places the Roman division and survey of the ground survived and 
was adopted in the German period. Not only are the intermingled strips on 
different crop-fields of ancient origin, but there is, here and there, a striking 
coincidence betv^een the property units, the Eufen. Even the description is the 
same, sones^ an expression which in early German times (as has already been proved 
from documentary^ evidence) ^ no longer denoted partition by lot, but described 
Ae share of land held by the individual villager. That was also the case even 
in late Roman times. The terms used by the Scrip tores rei rusticae^ who were 
competent authorities in this matter, deseiv^e emphasis. They use the expression 
smuri^ in a pneral and weakened sense, meaning to “ obtain receive ”, 
attain ”, without any reference to drawing lots. Columella applies it directly 
to inanimate objects, e.g. to the arable soil which takes on different colours.® 
At the beginning^ of the sixth century the Vita Severini of Eugippius uses sortiri 
in the sense of attain ”, when speaking of the dwelling-places which were 
acquired by the provincials brought from Noricum to Italy.^ 

^Similarly in tlie chancery of^Charles the Great in 811, the word sortiri is used 
or attain in the corroboration formula of the well-known award deciding 
the quaml between Salzburg and Aquileia,^® where otherwise would be 

used. 1 he same use is also found in the Salzburg poems of the beginning of the 


^ Keune, op, cit, 466 £ 
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ninth century.i The Lex Rib. uses the term for Hufe, or the private land of 
the individual,2 and it is significant that in the same Title sordn means “ attain ” * 
The same use of the term is found among the Frisians * and other German tribes'^ 
from the earliest times down to the Carolingian period. ’ 

As for the German Hohu^ various meanings have been ascribed to it by 
earlier scholars, but Waitz proved that they were incorrect and himself suggested 
one which has since been universally adopted. Hoha is connected with hahen 
(English^ “ have ”) and means that which one has or possesses. One cannot 
help noticing the coincidence with the Roman term accepta, an expression which 
Waitz does not appear to have known; for when he speaks of the use oiaratrum 
for Hufe, he refers to a passage in the Fulda Landgrants which gives the Roman 
form accepta. He does not understand it and so he emends it to exceptis, but he 
acknowledges at the same time that the meaning is not clear to him.^ As a matter 
of fact, it makes good sense if we explain it by the old Roman term accepta."^ 
It is possible that there is a close connection between accepta and hoba^ brouo'ht 
about by the allocation of lots to German settlers in the late Roman period. The 
earliest Frankish form is houa, the original meaning of which was a “ piece ” 
and is therefore the same as the Latin sors.^ Moreover, in Schleswig to-day the 
word houwe or kawe has the same meaning.® 

We must compare the terms for the same thing, found among the other 
German tribes. Theyare quitedifferent in meaning from for theymean 

dwelling, dwelling place,_or the settled condition, the home; for example, Norse 
ol, Anglo-Saxon hide (hiwisc). This set of words corresponds to the other Latin 
term TTia/waj (from manere) which approaches the matter from a different angle. 
Thus this very difference in meaning o{Hufe,Hoba,hom the usual German expres¬ 
sions may be used as a negative proof of its connection with the Latin accepta. 
It IS true that an independent origin might also be assumed for this word, as is 
warranted by the nature of the thing designated. It should be observed in this 
connection that in western Frankish records we also find the teim bonmrlum which 
is ot Geltic ongin {bona = boundary) and also means a limited portion.^® 

It IS the similarity in the material content of the conception Hufe which 
sugpsts foat there is a connection with Roman conditions. Not only do we find 
both m the Roman accepta and in the German Hufe a conglomeration of several 
in n 1 ua p ots, ying in some cases, in different Gewanne, but the accessories and 
appurtenances are also extraordinarily characteristic, i.e. the share in the undivided 
waste-land, forest and pasture, and water. Is this odd coincidence only a chance 


Here ako, however, a quite unexpected light has been shed on the economic 
history of Germany and of the German peoples by the recent discoveries of 
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classical archaeology. In Greco-Roman agrarian history the notorious 
(Lat. iunctio) has been well known for a long time. This meant that in order to 
raise as high a tax as possible, the small tenants were forced by the great Greek 
or Roman landowners to take over, in addition to their arable lot, an extra plot—a 
piece of neighbouring waste land, and to cultivate this and pay taxes for it 
{peraequatio).^ I would draw attention to the fact that by close observation of this 
widely extended custom in the late Roman period, a whole set of technical terms 
occuring in early Frankish sources may now for the first time be clearly understood. 
So far, these have been passed over carelessly, and hardly any attempt has been 
made to explain them. In the early Frankish collections of formulae, which served 
as models in drawing up charters, the formulae for gifts and land-grants contain 
definite information about the accessories or appurtenances, whenever the land 
which is being handed over is described more closely. Here, in the so-called 
appurtenance formula, we often find the phrase iunctis velsubiunctis^ as, for example, 
in the seventh century Angers formulary ^; and it is interesting to trace the further 
development of these terms. In tlie formulary of Marculf we find in the same 
passage adimctis beside adiecencis and appendiciis.^ The same influence may also 
be traced in the Salian formulary; here the phrase is saltis et subiunctis,^ In the 
Form, Visigothicae the transition is also clear: adiunctionibus ad memoratum locum 
pertitientihus,^ 

It is noteworthy that these technical terms are very numerous in the Angers 
formulary, which show^s other traces of strong Roman influence.« Then they 
gradually give place to other phrases in the collections of formulae; later on we 
find in their stead adiacenuis vel appendiciis ^; and communiis is also repeatedly 
used in the same way.^ The same is true of the royal charters of the early Carol- 
ingian period, especially in the case of West Frankish grantees, as for example 
iumtls vel subiuncds in a grant to St. Denis ^; elsewhere it is saltibus atque 
suhiunctis?^^ In a charter of Charlemange in 770, concerning the property of Priim, 
the text of w’^hich contains some very early forms, the appurtenance formula has 
adiuncm as w^ell as adiacentisP- In the territory of East German (i.e. Bavarian) 
law and likewise in Swabia marca atque (ad') iacencia is used in the same con¬ 
nection. 

Thus we see clearly the connection between the earliest Frankish sources and 
Ac late Roman system, and also the transition to later forms. We now know what 
is meant by zzMcto et suMunctisy i.e. the appurtenance of a corresponding lot in the 
Still undivided ager inutilisy the neighbouring waste-land. Hence the expressions 
adiacemiay otherwisefor the same thing. These, too, are used by the 
Roman surveyors, with the term compascuay defined by Siculus Flaccus, as forest 
and uncultivated land places where the right of pasture is held by the nearest 


r. f ^ Gru^kerrschaften, 127; L. Mitteis, Z. Gesck d, Erhpacht im Altertum, op. cit., 

S4 t., and Eostovtzeff, Roionat, op. cit, 392 ff. ? r » 

* C£ MG. FF., ed. Zeumer (LL. sect v), p. 5, 5. 

B 13- 

M., 5S0, II 6 Cf. H. Brunner, DRG., 1% 577. 

» Cf. Form. S 4 LMerirog., itid., 267, 2; 279, 24. 

MOr. Car., I (752). 

1° rf D. Car., 51. 

20 Mondseer Landgrants. UB. d. L. ob. d. Eims, ii, id, notes 25, 26; 18, note 29: 

* ’ “*4, note 74; 49 , note 83. > > . 5 , > , «ure 29, 

MG. FF., 402 , sy ,.4D3, 6. 
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neighbours, i.e. those who own the adjacent property.i In this connection we may 
also note the phrase cultis ct iticultxs which is constantly found in the appurtenance- 
formulae of early medieval documents 2 and obviously refers to the ager inutilis. 

S. Riezler has recently pointed out that Roman influence may afso be seen 
in flie word wadriscapis which is likewise found in appurtenance-formulae and of 
which scholars used to try to give a different explanation ^ capa signifies water- 
supply .3 If we remember that the waters belonged to the RomBin subseciva « as 
well as_to the Gemian Mark, then this word, which has hitherto been misunder¬ 
stood, is seen in its full meaning, especially in connection with those formulae- 
phrases which refer to the iunctis. The word was brought to Bavaria from tlie 
lands of the Salian law under Archbishop Arno who was at one time abbot there. ^ 
Thus there are no fundamental differences between the and the German 

Mark ®; in both cases the aim is the same, the bringing of waste land under 
cultivation. Moreover, in Germany taxation was assessed according to the extent 
of a man s share in the use of the Mark.^ Naturally tlie administration of taxation 
in general was very different in the two cases, as was also the position of the great 
seigneurial estates in relation to the government. 

These statements also define my position in regard to the question, which 
has been much ventilated recently, namely the origin of the Hufe system in 
Germany. We are here dealing with something very ancient, which had certainly 
developed before Roman times among the Greeks, Egyptians, and Celts. It is an 
instimtion deeply rooted in the very nature of agrarian economy, and is bound 
to appear everywhere. In my opinion the Germans took it from the Romans, just 
as the Romans had taken it from the Greeks and Celts. This is shown by the’ fact 
that a Hufe system proper is found in the earliest times among those German 
tribes which settled on Roman soil (Franks, Alemanni, Baiuvari, Thuringians}. 

Trisians may not have added it so early, and it was not introduced among the 
Saxons until after the Frankish conquest. But among the North German peoples 
(Anglo-Saxons, Danes, Swedes) we find quite a different system, that of “ great ” 
Hufen {Grosshufen), known to us only from very late sources (eleventh or even 
twelfth century).® It is impossible to derive any certain knowledge about the 
from them, more especially as they are entirely seigneurial in origin. 
The theory that we have here a new Frankish creation® is as untenable as the theory 
that the Hufe was a purely seigneurial arrangement, the tributary unit of a 
dependent peasantry.^® 

. svsnts it is true that the Hufen (about which we hear for the first time 

m Carolingian and mainly seigneurial records) do not justify us in drawing a 


^ Corpus Agrimens. Rom., 121. 

Ptr "mt ^ Landgrants. UB. d. L. ob. d. Eans, i, 9, note 13 ; 21, note 33 ; 45, note 76, 

(754). MG. FF., 460, 3, 4 (Passau). ^ . / > 

d. bayer. Akad. 1920, xvi, 9, note i. It seems to me that the explanation wadri- 

explanatory variant puteis is 

^ See above, 140. 

n Erzbisch. v. Salzburg u. das Urktmdenwesen seiner Zeit.” iV. 

ileideLberg, JB. 11, 165 if., esp. 168. 

® See German eit., 357. 

I OescL d. Markenverfassung in Deutschland, i% 6 . 

9 T Grosshufen der Nordgermanen, 31 and 309 (1905). 

® Rubel, Die Franken, 159 ff. and passim. ^ W 

11 9 -. 9 ^°’ ‘‘Die Hufe.” Deutsche. Gesch. Bit. (A. TiUe), iv, 257 ff. 

Ibid., 267. > j/ 
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posteriori conclusions concerning the nature of land-ownership among the free 
peasantry in earlier daySj or equality of property among the ancient Germans. 
Originally the expression mansus was not s^monymous with Hufe (hohd) and it has 
recently been proved that in the old folk-settlements of Flanders ^ and the Lower 
Rhine ^ the component parts of the holding were by no means always inter¬ 
mingled or scattered over several Gewanm, The equality of the Hufe was largely 
brought about by seigneurial action, nor does it date from the Carolingian period 
only, for the great seigneurial estate is much older. 

Closely connected with the Hufe was the Mark. All scholars are more or less 
in agreement as regards the interconnection of the two, however different their 
views may be as to their meaning and origin, for there is as little consensus of 
opinion about the conception of the Mark as about that of the Hufe, Ambiguous 
as it is the term at any rate includes the undivided land, forest, pasture, waste-land, 
and water; therefore, under the influence of certain sociological concepts, the 
idea arose that the Mark was the residue of a communal form of land-ownership 
which had existed everywhere, and out of which private ownership had gradually 
developed. According to this view, therefore, the Mark would be the primary, 
and the Hufe the secondary, institution.^ 

But a solution of the great riddle of German economic history may be 
reached in another way. The original meaning of Mark, marca^ as has been 
emphatically asserted by the most reliable students of the sources, J. Grimm,^ 
Landau,® and Waltz,® isboundary ”, boundary land ”, and therefore ‘‘ district ”. 
It may be pointed out that other German terms for the same thing contain the idea of 
a boundary; as, for example, Low-German Westphalian brink (= border), ^ the 
North German borde^^ Ang.-Sax. mearce {gemaerun),^ Mention may also be made 
of Scara (Ger. Sckar') which means a share in undivided land, a slice or piece 
as it were. This basic meaning of‘‘ Mark ”, which is parallel to the Latin margo^ 
was retained. In the Ripuarian Law (Tit. lx, 4, 5),io in the Alemannic Law 
(Tit. xlvi, xlvii), and in die Bavarian Law (Tit. xiii, f) marca is equivalent to 
terminus, i.e. boundary; and the Lex Burgund, (Tit. xxxviii, 5) speaks thus of 
intra terminum villae ”. The same meaning is found in charters, such as those 
of St. Gall, where the phrase in fine vel marca continually occurs.^^ The boundary 
common to two adjoining neighbours (or the boundary-strip or boundary 
territory) is called confinium or commarca ; and this not only in Bavaria.^^ We 
have ^here, therefore, a similar usage to that found among the Roman surveyors 
iconlimitatiei)}-^ 


f “ liberty et propriete en Fiandre du VH® au XI® siecle/’ Bulletin de V Academic 

Tc^a'U de Belgique classe des lettres, 1911, 504 ff. 

^ Cf. Th. Ilgen, in Westd, Zdtsckr,, xxix, iff.; xxxii, 88 ff. 

^6, and K. Weller, “Die Besiedelung des 
Alemaiinenlaodes, Wuntemh, Vierteljahrshefte, vii, 336 ff. (189S). 

' Deutsche Recktsaltertkumer, 2nd edit, 496. 

' ,, ^ Die altdeutsche Hufe, o^. dt., xii. 

Cf. Schiller-Llibben, mnd. W^ortcThuck, 

® Cl Landau, Tenitorim, 114; Ivfaurer, Introd. to op. dt 66 f. 

Mr f T ‘ (695-6), in Lieiermann, op. dt, 13 ; Ine, 10, ibid., 95. 
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terminum hoc est foras marca. 

{760)’ *'• ' 54 , 205, 283, 301, etc.; also MG. D. Car., 13 

> ‘ (86^.'^ Gutmann, F., DU so^UIe GlieJerung der Bayern, 32. 
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Marca and limes also often mean much the same. Both describe not only 
the boundary itself but also the boundary-land, the boundary-district, boundary- 
strip, or boundary-edge.^ The Roman term limites survived in medieval docu- 
ments.2 We find in the records of St. Gall the analogous phrase cum legitimis 
marchis’h^ This phrase occurs in an appurtenance-formula, and in other records, 
too, we find marcas vel fines ’’ mentioned among the appurtenances of land of 
which a grant was being made.^ 

The "W^endish frontier district is already called mavcoL VifiedoTuiTi by 
Fredegarius.^ The east Mark, founded by Charles the Great after the conquest of 
the Avars, is called limes Avar icus or terminus Avaricus^ and Id^mr marc a orientalis or 
Baioariae. « In 893 a royal charter refers to the boundary or Mark-grafs {margraves) 
who had authority there as comites terminalesd Finally, mention may be made of a 
use of the word Mark which has not hitherto been observed. In the Alamannic ^ 
and Bavarian Laws,^ the penalty for injury to the marcian (or marchiand) is 
discussed. Closer observation of die very full details given in the Alemannic Law 
leaves no doubt that what is meant is the eye tooth (in German Eckiakn, literally 
corner toodi), i.e. here, too, mark means corner, boundary, or border. 

On this basis we can, I think, arrive at an understanding of how the original 
conception of the Mark (=• boundary) was combined with that of the common 
Mark (= communia, compascua), and why the nvo became fused. Grimm had 
already observed that in early times Mark also meant forest, especially in the 
Nordi.^^ V* e know from C^sar that the Germans thought it important to secure 
their setdements by surrounding and shutting them off by boundaries of forest 
and waste-land.^^ If this were so it may easily be understood that the content of 
the boundary soon came to be synonymous with the boundary, the Mark, itself.^^ 
The same was the case with the individual village settlements; the outer ring, 
the boundary of the village land, was forest and waste, a rule already adopted by the 
Roman surveyors.^^ To this we must add that in early Frankish charters making 
grants of land the inculta as well as the terra culta is expressly mentioned.^^ It belongs 
to the village and all the landowners have a share in it. At this point attention 
should be drawn to the kinds of land which composed the mark among the 
different German tribes, or, rather, in the different areas of German settlement, which 
are so varied from a geographical and morphological point of view. In Frisia 
a significant distinction is made; on the Geest (sandy soil) the Mark is “ de gemene 
dreske but on the marshland it is the low-lying, marshy, constantly flooded 
part. In the V^estphalian-Saxon territory it is the Vdkden and Esche^ i.e, a water- 
clay soiR® and level sandy land. In Middle Germany, especially in Hessen, 
and in the north, it sometimes means the forests; in Upper Germany it means the 


! Sf cxix, 192 £, esp. 19S; J. Grimm, RA-, note 2, 496. 

I ii, 558- s Wartmann, UB.^ note 643. 
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Alps, and in Scandinavia often waste land. The actual content of the Mark is 
therefore, by no means universally the same, but one thing is common to it • 
eveiywhere it is land which is unfertile or produces very little. Does not this 
show a striking similarity to the Roman ager Inutilis or the subseciva ? It must be 
emphasized that there is absolutely no evidence that fertile arable land ever formed 
the content of the Mark in the sense of the communia^ i.e. undivided common 
property; for we are here concerned only with the narrower meaning, not with 
the wider conception of the Mark as the whole land of the village. 

To these purely linguistic and morphological criteria may be added certain 
direct legal definitions. The Lex Romana Burgundionum already mentions what 
is later the share of the individual Hufe in the Mark as an appurtenance of the 
individual holding; silvamm^ montium etpascui ius^ ut unicuiquepro ratapossessionis 
subpetity esse commune?- This passage is taken from Roman law; it shows 
how the transition from Roman to German law took place, and it also fully explains 
the role played by the “ marca ” in the appurtenance-formulae of the charters 
and its parallel position to the adiacentia or inculta. 

The Lex Visigothorum, on the other hand, contains several very interesting 
provisions concerning the vicinij who are regarded as the mark-associates in 
the Frankish period. The vicinipossessores quarrel de terris aut veneis vel edijiciis? 
They are summoned to act as a jury of neighbours.^ Information about wandering 
cattle is to be given to them,^ the harm done by these is assessed in their presence 
and in their presence also boundary-signs, which have been injured or removed^ 
are^ to be replaced.^ Finally, tliere is already mention of a conventus publicus 
vicimrum^ to which certain information is to be given. ^ 

If we put all this evidence together, it agrees with what we have already 
learnt from the Agrimensores about late Roman times, ^ and also, above all, with 
the position of the later Frankish-German Mark-associates. In one point in 
particular, the digging up of boundary-stones, Rudorff has pointed out the 
similarity betw^een Roman decrees .and those of the German Weistiimer of the 
later Middle Ages.^ But the latter are the chief evidence for the whole theory of 
die Mark-association ! That such a strong similarity should already appear in the 
Lex rmgothorum is notewordiy, for it is well-known that this Law shows very 
considerable dependence on Roman Law. There can surely be as little doubt here 
of the source of diese definitions as there is in the case of the Lex 
Komana BuTgundionum. 


t T, problem. One of the main supports 

oi the M^k-a^ociauon theory and its doctrine of common land-ownership was 
toe so-czUed Fkinenedreckt (right of succession of the vicini) which was abolished 
by an edict of King Chilperic (561-584). Gierke ^ thought that this was a remnant 
f °il o™hip of Mark-associates (vicini) in the arable land, for 

in drfault of direct heirs of toe body they had till then had a right (prior to collateral 
StokTn r° inhent a neighbour’s private property. But we can find an analogy 
this in Greek and Roman law. In such a case, the vicini had a preferential right 


I Tit. xvii, 6, MG, LL. sect, i, t ii,. i, 141. 
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(TTporlixrims) to neighbouring land,^ an arrangement which may be easily 
explained as a result of the or iurictio. If adjoining neighbours on great 

Roman estates were compelled to take over uncultivated land as part of their 
taxes, it is quite comprehensible that such an advantage in inheritance would 
fall to their lot. 

I should go so far as to assume that the old Vicimnerbreckt of Chilperic’s 
edict, was based on similar conditions to this right of the Roman vicinL As a matter 
of fact, this edict had reference to a legal district where there were numerous 
Romans and where Roman law had held sway earlier.^ Chilperic was king of 
Neustria, and in his edict it is expressly stated that the inheritance of land is to be 
governed by the same principles throughout his whole kingdom.^ In other 
respects, too, he was much interested in Roman systems, and as a poet he imitated 
Roman models.^ The edict is actually concerned with land belonging to seigneurial 
estates ^ and not with free Mark-associations, which can be only artificially 
assumed. Further, we know that in the Merovingian kingdom the Roman tax- 
system was retained.® Since we have already shown that the share of the Hufe in 
the Mark had in early Frankish times the same characteristic appurtenances as 
those which each single sors had in the compascua under Roman law, we have a 
right to assume that here also the iunctio had the same consequences, especially as 
these conceptions of luncta and suhiuncta show a direct parallelism with the marca."^ 

Thus a new light is thrown on the oft-quoted J^icinenerbrecht^ which now 
appears to be a pre-eminently seigneurial arrangement. For the first time it is 
possible to understand the legal history of this important institution. If the former 
explanation is true, it is incomprehensible why this right, abolished by King 
Chilperic in the sixth century, should still have had obvious after-effects in tlie 
late Middle Ages, so that analogous arrangements in the Weistiimer have been 
actually explained by O. Gierke as survivals. Similar legal conditions do actually 
occur at this late period ; and they are the best proof of the correctness of my 
view. For these Weistiimer are, as I have pointed out elsewhere,® seigneurial 
regulations about manorial conditions and belong to a time very similar to the 
late Roman period, inasmuch as feudalization of public authorities had produced 
an extraordinary increase of the landlords’ power over their peasant tenants. 
The same iron ring of comprehensive authority was placed upon their rights 
at the end of the Roman period. A few modern critics have even tried to make out 
that Roman law was partly responsible for the deterioration of peasant conditions 
on the large estates. It is easy to understand why the right of succession of 
neighbours {yicini\ so useful to seigneurial interests, turns up again. 

The same origin is also to be attributed to another right which has been 
regarded as the second main attribute of the free Mark-association, the right of 

(189 \ Zacharia v. Lingenthal, Gesck, d, griech,-rdm. Rechts, 2nd edit., 1877, 211; 3rd edit., 236 ff. 

Cf. P. Roth, Gesch, d. Benejictalwesens, ^6 L 
® Ibid., 77, note 136. 

Tibenus Constantinus Noveile u. der edictus d. Chilperici rescis.*” iC/ib, 
XVI, 72 ff. (1919). _ ^ ^ ® " 

afterward^ Chilperic’s Edict immediately preceding, which speaks of leodis nostris. Also directly 

® Cf. F. Dahn, Zum meroving. Finanzrecht.” Germanist. Ahhandl., z. 70. Gehurtstam Konr, 
Afci/rew (1893), and also Roth, op. cit, 8s ff. 

See above, 144 if, 
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veto against the settlement of strangers in the village. What of the famous titl^ 

De mi^antihus ” in Ae Lex Salica } We can find important analogies to this 

also in Roman law. no-lit nf i-hc. --- -.1 ® ^ 



proximis consortibusque concessum erat, ut extraneos ah emtione removerent^ Ir« 
root must be sought in the services of the village-inhabitants, which were laid ,mr.n 
diem together with the by the territorial lord. It is for this reason that 

m spite of occasional abolition (as in 391), it was ultimately retained. Honorius and 
Theodosius in 415 again decreed that no one except the convicani should have 
property m ^e metrokomiae (villages of free settlers). Leo and Anthemius stated 
snll more emphaacally m 468 that land might be expropriated by a vkanus only 
to rnhabimnts of the metwkomta, who were inscribed in its cadaster 2 In tbk 
passage of the Lex Salica we may assume a connection with late Roman develon- 
ment because there is evidence that the rights appearing in the preceding Title L 
{de reipus) were an imitation of the practice which had grown up in Gaul among 
Ae Roman inhabitants. It is also remarkable that this title is lacking in the Z J 
Ribuaj^ which otherwise coincides with the Lex Salica in these passages 

Ihe nght of succession of vicini, and their right to veto the setdement in 
Ae village of dwellers outside the Mark, are not a survival oi free Mark-associations 
or of a peculiar Gemanagranan system, nor are they yet a proof of common 
ownemhip in undivided Mark-land among free peasants with equal rights, 
nid M 1 of German agrarian law is also irreconcilable with the 

cimS ma°rk?°'' {Bifangsrecht) in the 

If we examine the earlier St. Gall charters, which often sneak of newfi. 
deared land, we shall undo^tedly find that in all these concrete individual cases 

raunr ^ of the village-community, the king or the 

merX expressly stated that individual o^ership, Sid not 

merely a nght of usufmct, is established in the case of reclaimed land kSth^ 
newly deared pieces of land might also be acquired by purchase.^ Here lerefor? 

SSiMi? J ^ hazardous admission that where clearance was effected by single 

^ SriecKsch-rom. lUchtes, 2nd edit., 212, note 2t, and 

’ cl °P- “t, 226. 

* On the older 1894, p. 1289 ff- 
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_ Thus the old Mark-assodation theory is faced on all sides by difficulties 
m explaining the evidence of the sources. These difficulties are solved at once 
however, if we give up the fiction of a supposedly common ownership of Mark- 
associates m the Mark-land, and if we assume that clearance could prLeed only 
m accordance with the size of the individual property (i.e. the number of hides) 
This assumpuon IS soon seen to be justified by the statements given in the Lex 
Burgundionum about the Burgundians’ principle of clearance, or the risht to a 
share m newly reclaimed land. The latter obviously played an importent part 
among ffiem, as repeated legal enactments were recognized to be necessary on this 
point. Title Kill {de exartis) is especially significant. If a Burgundian or Roman 
makes a cleanng in commzmz he has to give the Aos^es an equally large piece 
of forest^ and hold his own new clearing without interference from the hospes?^ As 
later odes of this Lex show, the possessions of the Roman possessores were being 
encroached upon by the too extensive clearings of the Burgundians,^ and it w^ 
tod down as a fundamental principle that half the forests should belong to the 
Romans. In individual cases, however, the size of the individual property in 
fmest number of Jlufen, was to be the standard in dividing ffie 

These legal definitions, however, which had a general validity are 
as decidedly against an autonomy of the Mark-association in the management of 
cleanngs as ffiey are against any freedom of action on the part of the individual. 
Kovalevsky s theory that we have here a restoration, or, rather, a retention of the 
genuine German system of cleanngs,^ is the exact reverse of the reality. 

It is quite clear that the division of land between Romans and Germans 
seated conditions _ which are _ irreconcilable with the Mark-association theory. 
It led to the separation of individual plots from the rest and promoted the develop- 
ment of pnvate, not of common, ownership. Pallmann correctly remarked on the 
improbability that hiffierto separate Roman holdings should now have been 
brought together to form Mark-associations.® 

_ The conditions which we can prove to have prevailed in Burgundian land- 
division may have been general elsewhere, for even where we have no direct 

numerous Germans were settled on Roman 
^1 on the basis oi kospitalitas.^ This explains the conditions of hereditary tenancy, 
^ese were not a new set of rules enacted by the Franks in the eighth and ninffi 
nmnes, for on the large estates such conditions were quite common by late 
Itoman times Since it was the aim of Roman estate-owners to bring the profitless 
uncultivated land under cultivation, they offered favourable terms to setffers, in- 
r tenancy with a moderate rent, or remission of rent for several 

SvaS^d^’^*^ clearance on the neighbouring waste and un- 

t., , produced examples of this which show considerable Hkeness 

to and even identity with, early German conditions, a resemblance which drew 

1 MG tT tightof^^®!^.’ This also explains the adiacentia 

fecerit "/ Burgundio quam Romarms, in silva commmd exartum 

iSal quem fecit, lemota hospitis commJZ 

’ Tit. Ixvii, ibid., 95. 

^ IM okomnmche Entmekhmg Europas (Germ, trans., 1901), 182. 
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(1901) m Altertum.” Abhandl. de sacks. Ges. d. Wiss. Pkil. Histor. CL, 20,4 









152 EUROPEAN CIVIUZATION 

^ndappenJitia; their importance became more obvious during the controversv 
the older German Mark-association, but the upholders of the old theory conW 
not explain them satisfactorily.^ They may be understood only by means of Se 
subiuncta of Roman times, which they replaced.^ In my opinion there is nothinn 
to prevent us from assuming a continuity of this practice into German Zef 
Mitteis has already drawn attention to the law of King Pertinax (19,-4) 
fbrthered these economic measures of the great estate-owners.^ It was certainlv 
promulgated with reference to the Germans. w5,n at- u.j —,. , 


on grear xroman estates. 1 he validity of the general assumotion 
that Geman mfluences were not at work in this matter is provfd by the exTmnS 
^oted by Mitteis, which show that the same practices had been followed iLs 
before in antiquity, and in re^ons such as Egypt and Syria, where GerS 
mfluence is non-existent. I believe that they are caused by natural economic 
interests which have made Aemselves felt at all times among different peS 
The Romans themselws did not invent the system of loan-land or develop it 
in any peculiar way The material interests of early medieval estate-owners were 
much the sarne as those which had existed long before their day. They had no 
reason to abolish to their own disadvantage a development which was already 

the readily because the monarchy 

and the churchy the leadinsr estate-owners of t]ie<;p lat-pr timoc • i ^ 

culture the fiscal lands of Roman times in accordance with local custom?'^^ 

P nl way in which the Mark-association theory has been further 

Snt esppally clearly in the distinction made by A. Meitzen He 

fom tht'i/ ^"^^n -hich several villages had a share, is to be SSshed 
fom die Jlzmnzle which is similar to the Mark but belongs to a sinde I?Wp 4 
nis theory has already been refiited.s Also, we know that Marks occurred where 
Aere was settlement on Ae single homestead system; Ae earlyTcall^td 
LorsA t records give numerous examples of Aem A Upper Gema^v e 

ownership of arable land is, moreover, not incoSistent! 
u on y be inconsistent if it were assumed Aat Ae Mark- or villaw" 
commumty enjoyed a communal ownership of Ae Mark-land ® 

> ■>» 1.»:y abo„, fc 

boundaries which was an innnvatt* ^ special technical method of defining 

AccorAng to Ae latter the old German practice 

lying within the waste^land wa<5 ^parated by waste Iand,9 and the district 

this was never recognized as the marca by th^r^ks^ On t^rco'^fr 
a new arrangement and r t contrary, there was 

applied by Ae Franks at first in thp ^t’^'^anes on Salian Frankish meAods, 
y me r ranks at first m Ae earhest settiements, and Aen introduced 

^ J. W>., xxxiv 39 

t IF Chapter IH, 51 £ 

^ Schroder, ,notp ?-»• ««aii 1 
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generally in their conquered territories. This method of defining boundaries 1 
was adopted universally, as if the whole land were terra nova where no boundaries 
had existed before. The Frankish kings, according to Rubel, had asserted a right 
to the eremus and desertum; and also a right to abolish the solitudo by causing 
Frankish officials to define the new Mark.^ The setting of bounds to the Mark was 
the technical means of establishing the royal claim to the eremus.^ The order to 
define the mark (marcas scarire) proceeded from the king, and was carried out by 
expert officials according to the principles of triangulation,^ so that use was chiefly 
made of natural boundary lines such as springs and brooks, while in wooded 
districts pine-trees with signs carved on them (a cross), and in the mountains 
watersheds (ridges and summits), were employed. By means of this definition of 
boundaries royal land was everywhere separated from the solitudo, which had been 
in part artificially re-constituted (desertum) ® by means of extensive confiscation 
devastation, and deportation; and thus there was created a system of compact 
royal villae^ Konigshofe^ which formed the main centres of the military position. 

_ Against Riibel s theories it can be argued that these Frankish proceedings 
are m no way peculiar or new. We find their separate elements already in existence 
in Roman times, especially in the writings of Roman surveyors. Springs and 
brooks, and mountain ridges and summits were constantly used even then to 
determine boundaries. 6 Special mention may be made of the arbores finitimas and 
iwtatas and cWanw,’which, together with marked stones (signata petra, signatus 
), were regularly used by expert officials, the mark-separators and surveyors. 
Un the other hand, the choice of prominent natural and easily recognized features 
as boundary marks was not a peculiar “ Frankish system ”, but a natural and wel¬ 
come necessity which would have led to the same procedure in any other land at 
^y other time.^ The Roman system may have had some influence. Among the 
Visigoths we find the notched trees again,^® and in view of their great dependence 
on Roman law Aere can be little doubt that Roman models were the standard 
^ strong suspicion that the Roman word scarire, which is 
denved from Greek, and is supposed to be the technical term for this “ specifically 
h rankish t3rpe of setting boimds to the Mark, is taken over from the agrimensores; 
tor among other words scarifus was used by them for a field-map. 

Riiel deiWed his theses chiefly from a few surveys of Marks which have 
survived from Carolingian times. O. Bethge, by means of some specially striking 
examples, proved that in the Marks of Heppenheim and Michelstadt there was 
no question of a compact district of crown land or “ regnum ” in Rubel’s sense; 
nut that wimin these Marks there were numerous communities of free landowners 
together with other secular and religious property-holders, the confirmation of 
whose lands necessitated a more exact definition of boundaries at the moment 
w en the king had^ just handed over fiscal territory to certain ecclesiastical 
Ktate-owners, in this case to Lorsch. There was no new boundary definition; 
the external boundaries were already determined. “There is, therefore, no 
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formal systematic regulation of the Mark in the general public interest; it is a 
special necessity, the fact of the transference of property, which leads in this 
particular case to the more detailed definition of boundaries now seen to be 
necessary ! ” ^ This was also to the advantage of Lorsch.^ 

Analagous conditions have also been found to exist in the south-east Marks 
(Mondsee, Altaich).® Here, also, it could be shown that boundaries formed 
of waste land were still used during the Carolingian period, and that the Frankish 
colonization and the establishment of royal residences (yiUae) did not take place 
in the solitudo, but along the old Roman roads. In the case of the oft-quoted 
mark of Heppenheim on the Bergstrasse, recent archeological research has 
proved that this district was already settled in the Hallstatt epoch, and we know 
that there were settlements there in Roman times.^ When the Franks set about 
their boundary definition there was certainly no eremus or solitudo in that area. Here 
as elsewhere it is rather a case of very ancient settlements, where quarrels con¬ 
cerning property might easily arise owing to the great number of persons owning 
land.® This extensive subdivision of land-ownership in a relatively limited 
settlement-area in the early Frankish period is, above all else, a clear proof of 
the great antiquity of cultivation in those districts. Riibel’s Mark theory is 
not therefore compatible with the records, for these Marks were certainly not 
an innovation of the Frankish period.® 

_ On die whole it must be admitted that the main error of earlier scholars 
lay in their assumption that whenever Marks were mentioned compact settlement 
districts of uniform Mark-associations were implied. ^ Let us recall the statement 
already made, that the Mark, in the original meaning of the word, is nothing 
but a boundary, an enclosure. This applies pre-eminently to the Frankish 
Mark-surveys. We must not read into them something that is as incompatible 
with the material content of these Marks as it is with a uniform technique of 
farming over such large districts. 

We have now reached the point where we can judge of the relationship 
of the Roman system to the succeeding Germano-Frankish arrangements. There 
were already ^ong the Romans. The division of land into these is at 
ancient, existing even in pre-Roman times. A far-reaching 
pardlehsm with early German conditions is noticeable. The pagus had boun¬ 
daries which were laid down in a solemn expiatory procession of the landowner 
iving within them. This happened when the crops were ripe ; the boundary 
was supposed to be closed against evil spirits by the procession. A common 
^nomy developed gradually from this sacramental association of the pagam. 

e au-associates were also called compagani, pagani communes. They had 
power as egal pemons, the pagani held land. The Gau-associates had economic 
obligations in addition to the care of the Gau’s sacred objects; i.e. the care of 
tlie roads, and the provision of wood and food to soldiers or imperial officials 
passing through. The dues of the possessores were exacted by the Gau 
ottiaals {ma^tri pagoTum) who also had to see that the laws of the place (the 
ex pagand) were observed. These laws included decrees about the common 
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economic interests of the co-settlers, e.g. measures concerning adjacent paths, 
boundary quarrels, use of the undivided common land, etc.^ These paganl, 
small independent peasants and tenants of the great possessores who did not 
themselves live on the land, settled either in homesteads (yici coloniae) or in 
villages {vici). The inhabitants of the latter, the vicani, also had a corporate 
union." Thus, in fact, considerable similarities between the two systems may 
be proved. Moreover, in Roman times the position oiz fundus is often described 
not only in relation to the pagus but also in relation to the vicus* It is a fact 
that the vicani formed a corporate body with a greater communal significance 
than the paganL The local compactness lends to the vicus a quasi-municipal 
significance.” ^ The vicani have a right of ownership, the vicus also has absolute 
property in land and is a corpus^ a legal personality. Moreover, in all this there 
is no antithesis to the German village. Only one contrast remains : that the 
Roman vici had no tcTfitoTiuTTi but lay in that of the town.^ But is this really 
a fundamental difference ? The contradiction assumed by Schulten would apply 
only to those German villages which were completely independent of any great 
estate, and were absolutely independent landowners. If, as Schulten thinks, 
the German village field-system was only the universitas agrorum qui ad victim 
pertinent in this narrower sense, then indeed he would look in vain for examples 
of it among German villages. For there, too, the soil chiefly belonged to the 
great estates of the king, the church, and the nobles who did not themselves live 
m the village. Even where the village contained smaller free landowners (as 
happened early in Roman times), there was no village Flur, which was a unit 
of ownership, for it was itself divided among various lords.® 

So far, the existence of completely free Mark-associations has never been 
proved for Ae early German period; they have merely been reconstructed 
as^ a probability on the ^ basis of later conditions, which are chiefly those of 
seigneurial land-ownership. Whenever the free Mark-associations appear later 
in the Weistiimer, it is more and more obvious that they are derivatives of some 
originally seigneurial formation.® The fact that in the late Middle Ages the 
majority or all of the inhabitants of a village are free peasants does not justify 
the conclusion that that particular village had been a Mark-association from 
remote antiquity.^ Early scholars and their recent adherents ® proceed from the 
^om that *e so-called genuine Mark of free village-associates was the original 
tom, and that the seigneurial Mark was developed in later times. No certain 
evidence or example of this can be given. The older theory of the Mark- 
association IS built up on assumptions long ago proved to be false, viz. that all free 
orgamzations after the Carolingian period were deprived of their freedom and 
were absorbed by the great estates, which were supposed to spring up then for 
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the first time {Obermdrker), As a matter of fact, the course of events was 
exactly the opposite. Marks which were originally seigneurial gradually 
became free and independent,^ 

In the case of Northern Germany (Westphalia, Lower Saxony, and the 
northern Rhineland) the Marks were in general originally uncultivated land, lying 
betv^een the settlements and allowed to lie unused during recognized colonization 
thus counting as res nullius. They probably did not come under that recognised 
organization “which people are so anxious to call very early’’ 2 until|the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries. Moreover, similar conditions existed in Upper Germany also. 
There, too, there were extensive areas of primeval forest which did not belong to 
great Marks, but were unowned, uncultivated land, upon which the Marks of the 
old settlements could encroach unhindered, or where new ones could be estab- 
lished,2 Thus everywhere we have excellent examples of the manner in which 
the Marks arose, which is exactly as I had already assumed in dealing with the 
Carolingian period.^ 

Moreover, Schulten himself had shown that a sharp difference already existed 
in Roman times; for, besides such municipal vici as he brings forward in contrast 
to the German villages, which he regards as uniformly free corporate bodies 
there were also quasi-munidpal yfd, independent villages, which, even according 
to his theory, possessed a territorium,^ ^^at fundamental difference is there then 
between this and German legal conditions } 

In my opinion the transition from the late Roman to the early German 
system may be distinctly traced in certain intermediate stages. We have already 
heard that the great economic importance of the large estates often led to their 
exemption from the municipal system {fundi exceptiy In the fourth century 
we find numerous vici which had sought the protection {patrocinium) of great 
landowners. ^It has already been correctly pointed out that this patronage 
brought with it, for the civitas or Gau-community, the loss of part of its territorium, ^ 
This involved not only a departure from the Gau-community or municipal 
system, but at the same time a transfer into the manorial union. For these 
vid did not become independent village communities with their own rights; 
instead,^a legal condition was established which appears in the German period 
to be the rule, i.e, they had become members and appurtenances of the great 
estates. ° 

In another way also, the small free peasants were brought into closer economic 
connection with the neighbouring large estates. Just as the proximi quique 
possesmus mentioned by Hyginus rented a piece of adjoining domain land 
m addmon to their own free peasant lot,8 so the same procedure may be traced 
in, l^rankish times, ^ and thus the peasants became not only sharers in the seigneurial 

rmil^lcompascua) with rights of usage therein, but were also bound to render 
services to it. 
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Hence, in this respect also, a connected and continuous development from 
late Roman to early German times has been proved. Let us recapitulate. The 
similarity of the early medieval Mark and the Roman ager inutilis (or more 
particularly, the compascua) is obvious not only as regards its material content 
(wood, pasture, waste land, water), but also in the appurtenance of the right 
of usage rate possessionis (according to the number of hides), and in the right 

of Bifang, which afterwards appears to be measured and limited. The economic 
and legal position of the neighbours {vicini) or Gau- and village-associates (pagani 
convicani), reveal the same characteristics—hereditary rights in default of direct 
heirs, and a right to veto the settlement of foreigners in the village. The villagers 
are further summoned to act as a jury of neighbours in quarrels about land ■ 
united as an association in the Mark council, they supervise the local by-laws 
{Lexpagana), and deal with matters concerning the field-system, especially the 
maintenance of its boundaries (paths and boundary stones). Mark-associations 
already existed, therefore, in late Roman times, just as in the early German period. 
They might consist of free or unfree tenants {coloni). As a rule, the members 
were economically unfree ; that is to say, they were settled on seigneurial land 
a fact which explains their peculiar legal position without resorting to any of those 
inner contradictions urged on all sides against the German Mark-association 
theory (if by associations were meant free peasants with equal rights, who pre¬ 
sumably had common ownership in the Mark). 

• ^ similarities in all directions, and they are also observable 

in the earlier German codes (those of the Burgundians and Visigoths) which 
by reason of Aeir special dependence in details on Roman legal conditions, show 
very clearly the connection between the two, and the transition from one to 
the other. 

At the same time, however, we also see differences and new develop¬ 
ments, set vigorously in motion by the arrival of the Germans. In my opinion 
±ese are not to be sought in the land leases, Bripacit (hereditary tenur^ and 
J eiLp^htimitayage) but rather in one of the most important measures promulgated 
by the Frar^sh monarchy in the sixth century, namely the abolition of the 
hereditary nght of vicini. It was replaced by a law which shows the great 
importance of Ae new German arrangements—hereditary rights were now 
extended to collateral relations, especially to brothers, thus strengthening the 
nght of possession of individual peasants against the oppressive authority acquired 
by the great estates in late Roman times. 

O^er changes which now took place must be added, such as the breaking up 
of the old seigneurial estates in consequence of land division, and the establishment 
of numerous, personally free, small farmers on their holdings. We must, how¬ 
ever, to-day relinquish the ideal picture drawn by the old theory. Certainly 
no independent peasant republics were formed of free Mark-associates, all with 
equa nghts and equal property. But the military organization of the new society, 
apd the existence of a band of followers gathered around each leader, brought 
^out a further senes of grants by the army chiefs and princes. The Roman 
seal property which they took over, did not remain as a series of compact 
esates in them own possession, but was to a considerable extent divided out, 
and tell to the lot of numerous free men belonging to their following. 

Hand in hand, however, with the establishment of this small free peasant 
economy there goes the limitation of the individual’s freedom to divide 
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the land in his possession—the German Erhenwarterecht and the Freiteilsrecht 
We can for the first time fully understand the significant fact that in the German 
folk codes such surprising decrees are found wherever there close 
contact with the Romans and their agrarian law, i.e. among the Lombards 
the Visigoths, tlie Burgundians, and the Alemanni. The disadvantageous 
consequences, recognized by the Romans, of unlimited rights of disposafover 
private landed property, were obviously felt among the Germans, at any rate 
where they had just taken over those rights, as King Euric’s example shows. 
These limitations/ which are peculiar to German law, strengthened the power 
of economic resistance of the poorer peasants and were an effectual protection 
to farmers, especially as the free sale of land was now abolished, and a prior 
nght of purchase was introduced in cases of expropriation in favour of relatives 
{Lex Burgimdionum ^ and Lex Saxonum)? The same tendency is to be observed 
in the difficulties that surrounded the making of gifts and wills which we 
have remarked among those tribes,^ and in the exclusion of women from 
hereditary rights in the alod among the Salian Franks and the Ano-lo-Wami 
(Thuringians). ^ 

An interesting sidelight is thrown upon the economic importance of the 
German household communities {Hamgemeinschaften) by the decrees concemino- 
the Freiteihrecht. In this connection we learn that the sons often farmed the 
paternal property without dividing it =; a fact which provides a natural explana¬ 
tion of the frequent mention in records of communes and consortes, whom earlier 
scholars often mistakenly assumed to be Mark-associates and joint holders of 
common property.^ According to the early Salian law, gifts of undivided 
common property w^ere forbidden.’ If the free right of disposal of the father 
was limited to that part of the house property which remained to him after it 
had been shared with his sons, then the maintenance of this household community 
as an economic unit would have an unmistakable importance in strengthenina; 
the soaal power of resistance of the free population, quite apart from the fact 
mat me iarming would be carried on more easily and with better results. 

In mis connection I may mention another social phenomenon which was 
very prevalent among the Germans in that early period, even if it was not peculiar 
to mem, i.e. artificial relationships and fraternities. They were formed in order 
to lighten economic duties and the social burden which oppressed the farmers 
on the large estate.® The adfratatio among the Lombards, ffie hermandad 
among the^ Visigoths, and the blood brotherhoods of Northern law, have a 
charactensuc importance in view of ffie aboHtion of the Roman hereditary right of 
vicim and the extension of hereditary right to collateral relations. We knowffrom 
similar institutions m late medieval times, ffiat the tenants on large estates tried by 
^ ^e me^s to strengthen their economic position against ffie right of reversion 
the seigneunal estate. Since, however, this right of reversion was 
frequently urged agamst the sons who had received their portions, the numerous 
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peasant farmers on the great estates must have had a special economic interest 
in the maintenance of their household communities. 

The German retinue of followers must have furthered and even facilitated 
such aruficial fraternities, and this not only in the north.i There was a namral 
tendency for the land-owning leader to settle his military following in farms 
on his own estates 2; and so the military organization of early German times 
as emphasized by recent scholars,^ was very likely to fhrther such economic 
and soaal unions for peaceful purposes after the settlement had taken place. 

Important economic and social changes were also caused by the develop¬ 
ment of the “ beneficial » system, a subject which naturally arises from mention 
of the personal following and of military organization. This will be described 
in greater detail later on. It will suffice for the moment to refer briefly to the 
Konomic importance of the fact that the lord provided his vassals with land 
The_ benefice or land-loan (Lehensgut) was at first a compensation for definite 
services rendered in the field or at courts and in principle at least was not hereditary 
and remained undivided. This strengthened the economic position of the 
vassals, and differed from the late Roman system oihmeficia. We can see these 
inffuences at work in the phenomena of the succeeding Carolingian period 
when abuses begin to creep in. The first Carolingians were constantly obliged 
to forbid their vassals firom illegally converting benefices into allodial proper^* 
or from using them for the economic improvement of their own private property ^ 
a procedure which might cause the deterioration of the benefices. These benefice 
holders, however small the economic value of their benefices might be, were 
in quite a different position to their lord from that of the Roman coloni. They 
remained a valuable support on which he could count in time of war, and his 
prestige and military power depended on their number and strength. 

_ In conclusion, reference may be made to a right which, although it already 
existed m Roman times, must have acquired a new importance in the German 
penod, to wit the king s nght to authorize a setdement to take place by special 
pnvilege, even if it overrode the prior claim of vicini or compaganl This royal 
tight was apparendy more often exercised by the Frankish kings than by L 
Oman emperors, and was of considerable significance, for by this means the 

himself was not a landowner, 
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with it very important innovations and changes, which must have considerably 
improved die position of the small free farmers, and especially of the tenants 
on the large estates. We can w^ell understand how' it was that writers, such 
as Salvianus of Marseilles, could go so far as to assert that their conditions of 
life were much better than those of the Romans.^ Not only this writer, but 
also Orosius tells us that many preferred to lead a life of freedom and poverty 
under the barbarians rather than to lose everything under the unbearable oppression 
of die Roman estates. We have seen, too, that the same was true of the 
Lombards.^ 

Finally, die new organization of authority in the German empire must 
have differed from the late Roman system to the advantage of the former. The 
concentration of Roman rule, on a fiscal policy, which was concerned only 
with securing the highest possible taxes, had delivered the farmers of the great 
estates entirely into the powder of their chief tenants (conductores). That peculiar 
community of interest, wLich had existed between the intendants of imperial 
domains (procuratores) and the chief tenants under their supervision, disappeared. 
Not only w^ere the large estates in part broken up, but the majority of the free 
tenants, who now^ settled there as a result of the divisions, had in their public 
officials, especially in the counts, a firm support against illegal oppression. The 
rule of the domains, which w^ere managed by the owner, was under the control 
of the central government and the king’s officials {missi dominici).^ 

Apart from the direct statements of sixth-century Romans, the changing 
times and die fruitful results of this occupation of land by the Germans may 
also be seen indirectly in the greater economic activity and the positive achieve¬ 
ments of these new^ agriculturists. To the great colonizations of early Frankish 
times w^e must add the measures w^hich the Burgundian kings found it necessary 
to take in respect of clearings and assarts {de exanis) in order to prevent the 
Roman possessores from being economically overreached and outstripped.^ 
Is this not a practical proof of the advance of German farming and of that land- 
cultivation which the emperors of the late Roman period had furthered by all 
the means in their power ? 

The impulse to sucli progress w'as certainly given by the peculiar nature of 
German legal conditions. As the benefice was originally given in return for 
definite services and payments and w^as left with the holder only so long as he 
continued to carry these out, so^ the early German land-grants were subject 
to the same limitations as those of the Romans.^ They were valid only for the 
life-time of the recipient, and could be recalled by the donor when the conditions 
under which they w^ere given no- longer held good. Thus in the economic 
sphere, this characteristic of early German civil law offered a powerful incentive 
^ the fruitful use and greatest possible development of individual capacities. 
Fte unfree, also, wffio farmed the land allotted to them Independendy and rather 
differently from the Romans,® must have taken a special interest in it,^ since 
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after payment of their fixed rent to the landowner they could use the surplus 
for themselves without being hampered by immoderate dues. In fact, a breath 
of fresh air blew into the decaying Roman world. Its systems were not destroyed. 
The Germans adopted them, but had, at the same time, the capacity to develop 
what they adopted with new vigour and in their own characteristic fashion, 
and so to change it to suit their needs. 

The same is true of the technique of agrarian economy, and we must, 
in conclusion, consider the technical methods of farming in vogue among 
the Romans and Germans. It becomes plain when w^e consider the traditions 
handed on by the Roman sun^eyors and the Scriptores ret rusticae that the 
Germans in Central Germany owed their progress in agriculture and craftw^ork, 
as well as in art and science, to their long and strenuous warfare wdth the Roman 
Empire. The writings of Roman surveyors are known to us in part from 
manuscripts belonging to the early medieval period, including some of the 
Carolingian age.^ They were obviously often read at that time and probably 
put to practical use. We know from them that Roman agrarian economy 
w^as highly developed *; but one important fact must be kept in mind ; it w'as 
not a uniform system applied at all times and places tliroughout the wide regions 
of the Roman Empire. There were important differences caused by differenSs of 
soil, different opportunities for marketing natural products, and a different relation 
between the technical means of communication and the state of agriculture. For 
example, in Southern Italy, especially in Apulia, there were extensive grazing farms; 
in certain parts of the rest of Italy oil and wine were the chief products j in the 
Orient and in Africa the cultivation of figs was important. Stock-breeding was 
vigorously carried on together with crop-farming, and was also highly v^ued 
on account of the manure obtained.* 

Many definite statements of the Scriptores rei rusticae show that the differing 
types of soil were taken into serious consideration in farming.® Crop-fields 
and cultivated ploughlands {arva) were taxed according to their productivity. In 
speaking of Pannonia, Hyginus expressly mentions that taxes were levied 
according to productivity, as to_ whether it was a question of or am 

secundi or of prati, silvce glandiferm or silvee vulgaris pascuce.^ The soil was 
cultivated with due regard to its quality, and was suitably manured. Columella 
discusses manure in detail, and gives special directions for the use of the dung of 
different animals.^ Marling was known as well as tire different kinds of animal 
manure ®; according to Varro such fertilizers were used especially in Transalpine 
Gaul as far as the Rhine.® Moreover, leguminous plants, chiefly lupins, beans, 
and vetches, were employed as fertilizers, as they are to-day, by ploughing 
them into the soil.*® 

The intensiveness of cultivation is seen in the careful directions of the 
Scriptores rei rusticce about frequent ploughing {iterare, tertiare, etc.), the use 

^ W. Arnold, Deutsche Urieit^ 261 (1879). 

2 <:;£ “ Die Handsdiriften des Corpus Agrimensorum Romanorum ABh. d. Berliner 

Akad., 1911, Anh. 12, esp. 41 ff. ' 

^ See Germ. ediL, i®, 397, note 352. 

! re rustica^ i, 44; also Gummems, Der tom. GutsBetrieh, 19. 

C£ esp. Commeiia, De re rustica^ ii, 2, 2. , 

® RudorfF, Feidmessery i, 205. 13. 

' ii, 9, 9; c£ also ii, 14. s Columella, ii, x 6 . 

Columella, ii, 14; ii, 10, i and 7. 
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of light and hea^j ploughs/ and of different beasts of burden according to tlie 
quality of the soil, so Aat the arable land might be ploughed to the required 
depdi.^ Harrowing {occatio) wzs regarded as an urgent necessity/ and for 
certain kinds of produce {panicum et milium) hoeing {sarritio et runcatid) was 
recommended.'^ For stocky not only grazing but also stall-feeding was customary. ® 
In spring,, the cornfields were fenced in to keep out the cattle, which were driven 
on to the pasture land,® Hay, vegetables, and fruit were much cultivated on 
account of the high prices which they fetched, especially where neighbouring 
markets offered good opportunities of traded Cato stressed the importance 
of this, and tlie later Scriptores ret rusticae to some extent adopted his directions.® 

As to the general system of farming there were certain distinct differences. 
There were districts of extensive grazing, as, for example, tlie great estates in 
Africa or Apulia, which have already been mentioned.® The so-called field-grass 
system of convertible husbandry also occurred where conditions of soil favoured 
it; in the mountains for example. But it would be wTong to consider any 
particular system as characteristic of the Roman period. Rotation of crops over a 
period of several years, quite in the modem style, may already be observed; 
Columella speaks of it in dealing with meadow cultivation.^® Varro also quotes 
a saying of Lucinius, wdiich is noteworthy : Agrum alternis annis relinqui 
oponety aut paullo leviorihus sationibus serere^ id esty quae minus sugunt ter ram, 
The first part of this passage may refer to a two-field, or field-grass system, 
but the second distinctly indicates a rotation of crops, with lighter crops following 
heavier ones. Fallowing is also repeatedly mentioned.^^ 

For these reasons earlier scholars used to assume that the Romans introduced 
the three-field system to the Germans.^® M. Weber denied this, basing his denial 
on general theoretical grounds, but especially on the fact that three-field farming 
was essentially the system not of individual cultivation but of a village community, 
and was inseparable from Fhun^wangy which w^as not knowm to the Romans.^^ 
His argument is arbitrary and inconclusive. On the whole,the relation between 
the German and Roman agrarian, systems can hardly be so sharply defined as 
it is in Max Weber’s arguments in support of his view: an individual economy 
on the one hand, and a communal on the other. We have already seen that 
many of the characteristics of what earlier scholars considered to be a specifically 
German communal economy, a Mark-association of viciniy already existed on 
the great estates of late Roman times. In actual fact the Romans knew and 
practised the diree-field system^®; and there is evidence of it among the Germans 
in the time of Pliny.^^ 

An important support of the older Mark-association theory has been found 
in a' technical detail, the so-called fence-duty of the Mark-associates, which 

^ Columeiia, ij, lo, 33, 2 Columella, ii, 2, 24. 

® Coiumdla, ii., 4. ^ Columella, ii, o, 18; ii, 11. 

5 Columella, ii, 3, z. ’ 

« Prata defemii a pastione, Varro, i, 30, 37; S 5 cf- also Thesaur. Ling, Lat., v, 296, b.a. 

^ Gunimenis, Bet mm, Gunhetrizh^ 56 and 85. » Cf. Varro, i, 7, 10; Columella, ii, 2. 

* Guinmems, op. dt., 50. ^0 4. 

Varro, op. cit., i, 44, 3. 

/ Columella, ii, 2; ii, 9, 15; ii, 10, 7. 
e.g., G. .Hanssen, AgmrMsmr, Ahh.y i, 153, 

Rom. AgrargescMckte^ 22..0. 

For .an account of the controversy on this sui3.ject see the Germ, edit., i*, 400 if. 

Magerstedt, BiMer aus d. rom. Landwirtschaft, v, 220 ff. 

Cf. M. Much in Mitteil d. AntkrqpoL Ges. Wim^ viii, 2.62. 
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was regarded as the chief proof of communal cultivation, and was urged in England 
on behalf of the open-field system. But a closer examination of the documentary 
evidence makes it quite clear that it is no proof of conamunal farming by the 
whole village it is the personal duty of the individual to fence his own property, 
and not a general obligation of the community to fence the arable land of the 
Mark as a whole.^ A passage in the laws of tlie Anglo-Saxon king Ine (688-695) 
distinguishes clearly betv^^een those villagers which had fenced in their lot and 
those which had not.^ A similar passage in an edict of the Lombard Rothari 
is equally clear.^ The Visigothic Law, in a more detailed passage, expressly 
declares that communal pasturage was permitted only where the individual had 
not completely fenced in his land.^ Otlier documentary references to this 
matter of fencing, the Bavarian Law,^ and the poem by Wandelbert of Priim 
about farm work in the different months of the year,® are such that nothing 
about communal fencing or a village economy can be read into them. Indeed, 
nodiing is to be found there wLich was not already in existence in Roman times, ^ 
so tliat we even get tlie Roman technical term, defenJere, adopted. The fact 
tliat these particulars occur in the Lombard and Visigothic codes, which w^ere so 
strongly influenced by Roman conditions, maybe taken as proof of the connection. 

Furtlier, my general conclusion is that tiiis continuity of development charac¬ 
terises the whole system of agrarian economy and technique. Wandelbert of Priim’s 
poem on farm work in die different seasons has been rightly regarded by economic 
historians as a valuable source of knowledge for the early German system of 
farming.® v. Inama-Sternegg also referred to the similar description in an 
Anglo-Saxon calendar of the eleventh century, already quoted by Anton. ^ But 
we have a third poem of this kind, also belonging to the ninth centur}?', which 
was written in Salzburg.^® As far as I can see, it has not yet been used by economic 
historians, though it has been studied from the standpoint of the history of 
art.^^ G. Swarzenski made a special investigation of the question as to whether 
this Salzburg cycle of the months was influenced by classical models. He admitted 
the possibility but finally decided against it, and described the pictures as a 
Carolingian invention.^^ This picture-cycle is preserved in two Salzburg manu¬ 
scripts, which do not give the original version, but one based on a northern 
French model of the time of Archbishop Arno (d. 821). The text consists 
of astronomical and chronological information with illustrations similar to those 
in classical manuals.^® Swarzenski thought there was no doubt that these astrono¬ 
mical illustrations were derived from classical models, as was evident from their 
artistic treatment of the subjects.^^ Thus, even if the pictures of the months 
were invented in Salzburg, it may be considered certain that the whole idea goes 
back to classical times; the verses on the months, which are closely connected 
with them, are also copied from classical models.^® There is considerable significance 

1 Xj S6. ^ § 42, Liebermann, i, 106. 

^ § 35S: MG. LL., 4, 82. ^ V., 5, 5 : MG. LL., sect, i, t. i, 347. 

^ Tit. X, 18. ® MG. poetae Lat.^ ii, 607. 

’ Cf. above, 162. 

® Cf. V. Inama-Stemegg, “ Rbeiniscbes Landleben,’’ in 9 Jahrh. Westd. Zdtschr., i, 277 ff. 

® Gesch. der deutscken Landwirtschaft, i, 46 IF. (1799)- 

Ydioma mensium singulorum. MG. Poetae Lat.y. ii, 644 ff. 

See Germ, edit., i% 405. Die Salihurger Malerei^ Textbook^ p. 16 (1913). 

Die Salihurger Malerei^ Texthook^p. 14(1913). (Denkmdler d, suddeutschen Malerei des frilhen 
MitteialterSy ii.) 

Ibid., p. 15. 
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for the economic historian in Swarzenski’s very important commentary, in which 
he studies the representations of the different months and proves that much was 
borrowed from a classical cycle, especially where rural operations are depicted.^ 
We have before us here the earliest examples of illustrated medieval calendars 
very like those which have survived up to our own day among the rural population 
—i.e. peasant calendars, which give for each month a few short verses about 
farm work, with suitable illustrations. As their origin is apparently classical ^ 
it may be assumed that the contents, which are so interesting from the standpoint 
of agrarian economy, were also derived from late Roman models. Not only 
have such verses for each month been found in the classics,^ but it is obvious 
from those which have survived from Roman times that they were used to explain 
the pictures of the months ^; an example of this is the calendar of the papal 
calligraphist Filocalus in 354.^ Not only is it similar in purpose and content, 
but in certain passages the Salzburg verses show a direct dependence on it which 
cannot be accidental. Thus tliese unassuming Salzburg poems, considered 
by their first editor, E. Diimmler, “ to have no artistic value and to contain 
no historical information,” ® give us, now that they have been placed in the 
right light by artistic and philological research, a quite unexpected insight into 
the historical connection prevailing in the economic sphere between late Roman 
times and the early German Middle Ages. 

This is, indeed, the best possible moment for the study of early medieval 
economic and social history. Its auxiliary sciences in the realm of cultural 
history have produced such a wealth of fresh revelations that it has received a new 
and firm basis, and one with quite different premises. The number of available 
records and sources of information has grown enormously, and the develop¬ 
ment of historical method and scientific criticism has done much to rescue them 
from arbitrary combinations by ingenious theorists, and to set them on a firmer 
footing. Thus, the general development of civilization in pre-Carolingian 
times, and after the German settlement of the fifth and sixth centuries, appears 
in quite a different light from that in which it was viewed by the older historians. 

I have been attempting to determine the nature of the transition from so-called 
antiquity to the early Middle Ages, by studying concrete examples in country 
after country and town after town. Despite the widespread destruction 
consequent on recurring periods of interminable warfare, there was no 
complete annihilation of the former civilization. There is no doubt that in 
many areas of settlement real continuity existed; the transition stage, and a 
linking up between the old and new forms, are plainly apparent. But of course 
it must not be imagined that this continuity of civilization meant an absolute 
conformity to previously existing conditions. Changes of many kinds came 
about. Even in the former settlements, and where survivals of the former 
population are found, a new order prevailed. Not only did strangers come 
to be in authority, but the scope and nature of authority itself changed. 
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C ONTINUITY of settlement and economy does not by any means involve 
continuity of tlie political and social order. Indeed changes in the social 
order must at once have given rise to changes in political structure^ and must 
have caused national characteristics and new administrative problems to become 
of decisive importance. This is the essence of the great problem of Kultur- 
geschickte wLich w^e are considering. If the former and all too naive theory 
of a catastrophe has become untenable, and if we have proved that no complete 
destruction of the older order occurred, then the great question as to how^ the new 
order came about acquires a different significance. 

The new^ wielders of political power, the Germans, as we have already 
seen, w^ere not uncultured “Barbarians’’ or semi-nomads in a primitive stage 
of development, but had been in contact with the Romans for centuries and 
had had many opportunities of learning and valuing their w^ays. Moreover, 
they are described as being very intelligent and adaptable. When at last they 
reaped the consequences of their lengthy economic and military penetration 
of the declining Roman Empire, and by their military powder made themselves 
lords of tlie Roman provinces, they found before tliem new tasks of political 
organization. We must realize tliat tliese W'^ere more difficult and more com¬ 
plicated than earlier waiters have represented them. For since the old order 
w^as not completely destroyed, nor the Roman population enslaved, the German 
conquerors must have had to find some modus vivendi with them. This was 
no easy matter and it is, therefore, unlikely that the new order started ah ovo 
from quite primitive beginnings. It can hardly have been possible to introduce 
a purely German form of organization, completely ignoring all the former Roman 
systems. The way to a compromise had already been indicated to the Germans 
by their position in the Roman Empire during the previous centuries. With 
the assumption of authority tlieir political aims w^ere bound to change. As 
peace w^as gradually introduced it was to their own interest to maintain the 
existing culture and its material conditions, both in economic and social 
life. From the beginning it w^as necessary to adapt themselves to the 
surroundings into which they now entered as rulers, especially in districts 
where the Roman population was numerically preponderant. For we 
must not forget that the new states set up by the Germans on Roman soil 
had to reckon with such a large Roman population that the new rulers were 
in some places (for example in Italy, Spain, and Gaul) considerably in the minority. 
Even in what is now the south of Germany and in the Rhineland, as far as the 
Imperial frontier, there was a considerable Roman population, which was by 
no means to be underestimated. 

It is not easy to establish in detail the way in which the necessary recon¬ 
struction was accomplished, for the sources of information at our disposal are 
one-sided and of unequal value. We have to rely chiefly on Roman writers 
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who use the customary Roman terminology and thus sometimes fail to do justice 
to characteristically German conditions. This is notably the case with C^sar 
and Tacitus. Their accounts, which are undoubtedly valuable, have been taken 
as the basis for all later descriptions and implicitly believed, yet it has for long 
been recognized that they have given rise to serious errors. Both are based 
on hearsay and are definitely biased.^ More important still, between those accounts 
and tlie setting up of the new German states on Roman soil lie five or six centuries 
—a mighty interval of time—and, most significant of all, during those centuries 
the penetration of barbarians (mainly Germans) into the Roman provinces and 
the Roman administration was steadily increasing, so that in the fifth and sixth 
centuries a.d. that which was true of the beginning of the Christian era no longer 
held good. We can measure the extent of this vast transformation by the changes 
in the meaning of words expressing the fundamental conceptions involved in 
political life. What did civitas mean during the long period which separates 
C^sar from Gregory of Tours ? ^ Not only “ town ” and “ state two concep¬ 
tions which are closely connected in the ancient world, but, at least in C^sar 
and Tacitus, a general political body, a public union in contrast to a private 
one.^ Milllenhoff defined it as “ a single compact and politically independent 
folk-community”.^ But this will not do, for the same term is used by the 
same writers for gens and nado^ while on the other hand several dvitates form 
a single people.^ Therefore the conception of a tribe or ‘‘ folk ” which has 
often been used for it, is not really suitable and may be misleading. Neither 
political independence nor the fact of belonging to a particular ‘‘ folk ” {Volker- 
schaft) are necessary attributes of the dvitas. It is uniform neither in race, 
nor in size. In this connection Waitz has rightly pointed out that “ our language 
is no more capable of expressing these differences than was that of early times ”. 
Moreover, it is obvious that Csesar and Tacitus themselves often find it difficult 
to express the idea adequately with the Roman terms (dvitas^ gens^ nadd). It is 
quite impossible to do so in the later German period, when the Roman political 
and administrative organization had become barbarized. 

Let us look more closely at specific examples of the German dvitates. 
H. Brunner noticed a great difference between the west and central Volkerschaften 
of the Germans on the one hand and the political unions of the east on the odier. 
In the former considerable political divisions may be seen, whereas the latter 
are more comprehensive.^ The true significance of this difference can be under¬ 
stood by examining the results of the excavations in the Limes which have yielded 
much important data, especially with regard to conditions in the West. We know 
to-day ^ ttiat Gau communities with only a vicus as their centre are officially 
called dvitates. Thus we have the dvitas Ulpia Suevorum Nicretum^ the 
Suevi of the Neckar round Ladenburg, the dvitas Mattiacorum round Wies- 
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badeny and tlie civitas Taunensium round Heddemheim (Nida). Bordering 
on the Gau of the Suevi of the Neckar on the south there was the civitas 
Aquensis^ with its centre at Baden-Baden. Rottenburg was the centre of 
the civitas Sumelocennensis ; and in the district of Wimpfen there w^ere 
as many as three civitates. Here, therefore, civitas means Gau-community. In 
this region the Germans for the most part took over the Roman names of the 
Gaus; the Lobdengau of Lopodunum (Ladenburg), the Nidagau of Nida 
(Heddemheim), the Elsengau {pagus Alisinensis ^), the Augst-gau of Augusta 
Raurica,^ etc. 

The divisions in tlie w^st and the centre may be easily explained by the 
late Roman provincial or Gau organization which was far developed diere, rather 
than by the peculiarities of the German states. The Germans took over the Roman 
organization, as w^e learn from these and other Gau names in the early medieval 
period. In the east, how^ever, where the Roman system of administration had 
not penetrated far, the description of large unions as civitates is easily under¬ 
stood, because the term is used by Roman writers, living at a considerable distance, 
in a vague and indefinite sense to describe whole peoples or sections of peoples. 
Civitas is the folk-community, differing widely in size. 

Let us now^ follow^ the Roman development, since our information is derived 
only from Roman sources. At the end of the second century a process of change 
begins ; the old folk-community is replaced by an urban organization and civitas 
denotes the autonomous towm wfith its district.® This sheds light on the German 
Ttokcis ^ mentioned by Ptolemy in the second century, for sroXis is a technical 
term in the legal terminology of the time.® When in the fourth centur}^ political 
administration w^as succeeded by ecclesiastical administration, civitas adopts the 
meaning “ episcopal towm ’’ or ‘‘ episcopal diocese ’h This division appears 
to be already complete in the so-called Notitia Galliarum of the beginning of 
the fifth century, according to which Gaul w^as divided into 115 civitates of this 
kind.® The folk-community became a land-community.’^ This use of the 
word civitas is indicated already in Tacitus,® although he uses it also at times for 
gensy natio^ populus. These land-communities differed greatly in size, even 
in the time of Tacitus. We cannot, therefore, attempt even an approximate 
calculation of their extent. I do not believe that die practice of securing the 
German civitates by laying waste a wide boundary zone, as described by Caesar 
and other German writers, was followed in the case of every single civitas; it 
probably took place only in the exterior and greater folk-unions or states, which 
were also described as civitates. 

The theory is widespread that pagus^ GaUy was a subdivision of the civitas. 
It could be so. and certainly often w^as so ; but not always. Pagus, Gau, is a 
word of many meanings which may describe any definite district.® Civitas did 
not simply mean a federation of states, and Gau the German single state. Smaller 

^ SeeE. Fabricius, op. cit.; and Krieger, Histor, Topograph, Worterh, d, Grossher^ogt. Baderij 144* 

• See Germ, edit., 112. 
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clvitates could not be subdivided further into Gaus ; on the other hand, it was 
possible for single Gaus to grow into independent clvitates?- Is there, then 
any political meaning to be attached to the conception pagus^ which is used by 
C^sar and Tacitus in describing German conditions ? In my opinion a distinction 
must be made between the later term pagus (meaning Gaii) and its use by these 
Roman writers* The German Gau-names in Frankish and other documents 
from the eighth century onwards are mostly nothing but geographical descrip¬ 
tions. There are Gaus extending into several counties (GrafscAaften)^ and 
counties in several Gaus. Moreover, the variations in their boundaries are 
evidence that these Gaus were not political entities.^ Gau is not only a purely 
territorial term but occasionally denotes (as do the names of political districts 
centena^ comitatuSy ducatusy etc.) the people belonging to the Gau. For, above 
all, one important phenomenon must not be overlooked. The free Germans 
who have not entered into any relationship of patronage or dependence are 
not infrequently described in the Frankish period as pagensesy in order to distin¬ 
guish them from tenants on seigneurial estates, and, on the other hand, the term 
is used with the same meaning as elves? This affords a distinct indication of 
the special meaning oipagus. To belong to it was the condition for the exercise 
of certain public rights. 

In order to understand the language of C^sar and Tacitus, we must consider 
Roman legal concepts. In Roman times pagus had a definite legal and political 
meaning.^ It had not only an established frontier and territorium but also 
possessed its own religious ceremonies and administration for laying out and 
cultivating the land, its own directors (maglstri pagOTurri) chosen annually, and 
assemblies (conventus') of the Gau-associates, by which the cultivation of the 
land was carried on. Here we already find the members of a Gau-community 
described, as later, by the words pagani and elves? The size of the community 
varied considerably. The pagus might be the territorial equivalent of a clvltas 
or a subdivision of one.® Hence we have a great variety in the use of the word. 

The theory that the pagus of classical writers was always the hundred is 
quite untenable. To my mind it is a decisive fact that the economic hypothesis 
on which that theory is based had no real existence, for the so-calledtheory”, 
according to which the hundred consisted of loo units of land {Hufcy Grosshufcy 
hide) to wLich was attached the obligation of attendance at the moot {Dingpflicht) ^ 
is quite incorrect. S. Reitschel himself had to admit that “ this division into 
hundreds soon disappeared, on account of the form adopted by the great 
seigneurial estate in Germany . But there is no evidence of the territorial 
hundred until later j it does not appear in England until the tenth century.® 
Moreover, it is now proved that the great estates did not appear for the first 
time in the Carolingian period, as scholars used to think, but were already in 
existence in the time of Tacitus. ^ The division into hundreds would, therefore, 
nave been abolished, or at least broken then. Moreover, Tacitus himself tells 
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US that the land was divided secundum dignationem^ i.e. in unequal lots.^ And 
finally it is impossible to sustain the hypothesis that the common freemen each 
possessed only one Hufe.^ 

'^Tien it was realized that pagus and hundred could not be equivalent 
the theory was advanced that the pagus was the result of the settlement of a 
thousand, w’-hich was thought to be a customary German army division. Actually, 
however, no such thousands ever existed.^ 

But now let us consider the hundred itself, remembering that it appears 
comparatively late as a territorial division.^ There is certainly much to be said 
for the theory tliat the hundred was originally a union of persons, which came 
to have a local significance only at a later date and among some but not all the 
tribes. 2 In support of this theory may be cited the Visigothic law in which 
the centena is a division of the men of military age.® It is, therefore, impossible 
seriously to maintain ^ that the sources contain no indication of numerical division 
in the German army.® Moreover, one of the tv^o passages in Tacitus which 
are quoted as evidence for the hundred expressly refers to the army organization 
(Germania^ c. 6). At the same time I agree with the assumption of various 
scholars that neither the hundred, nor the long hundred (120), is to be taken 
literally, but they simply mean any large number. This is indicated by a remark 
in Tacitus, in chapter 6 of the Germania: Definitur et numerus: centeni ex 
sigulis pagis sunt idque ipsum inter suos vocantur; et quod primo numerus 
fuity iam nomen et honor est. It is also clear from this passage that the hundred 
was not at that time equivalent to the pagus^ but must have been a closer union 
within, or forming part of, the latter. Even in the later Carolingian period, 
when the centena has attained a local significance, there is documentary evidence 
that the same word may mean large bands of workers (e.g, people under obligation 
to do labour servdces) which did not consist of exactly a hundred men.® To 
this day in Norse the expression hundmargr simply means “ very many In 
the Carolingian even as in the Merovingian period,^ centenae occur which denote 
a personal union of freemen without any thought of a hundred-district which 
they might have settled or inhabited as a compact society.^^ In passages where 
centena is at this time used in the sense of a geographical district, it is certainly 
a subdivision of the pagus,^^ 

Since, therefore, the use of the term in this later period is not by any means 
uniform, the two attempts at explanation, the so-called army tlieory and the 
Haufen theory respectively, may be combined or, better still, allowed to exist 

^ See above, 35 £ 
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® See on this point my essay in Zeitsckr. d. Savigny-Stiftung f. RG., xxxvi, 15, note i. 

^ See CL v. Schwerin, op. cit., xc,. 25. 

® H. Delbriick, op. cit.,y, considers that the hundred is the same as die Gau, and that it forms 
the village or die Gau according to the district in which the setdement takes place. 

® See the passage cited by me, Zeitsckr. f. RG.y xxxvi, 5 £ 

10 poj. information I have to thank my colleague, Rudolf Much. 

See the Decretio Childeheni regis AJ). 5i>6’, chap, ii, MG., cap it. i, 17. 

^** See the passage explained in detail by me in Capitulare deVillisy jRG., xxxvi, 10 ff. 

(especiaEy 15). 

* /j Deloche, fitudes sur la geographic historique de la Gaule,^* M.im. pres, par divers savants 
a i Acadimie des Inscript.y Ser. ii,' 264 ff. 
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side by side. Even if in early times the hundred was not a local conception, 
a hundred district, it may, nevertheless, as a union for the army and the Ding^ 
or assembly, have had a definite legal significance for military, police, and legal 
purposes. Further support is lent to this theory by the modern view of the 
economic structure of the Gau, which even in the time of Tacitus was something 
more than a settlement of free Germans, Gau-associates {pagenses). It had 
been encroached upon by seigneurial estates, whose free and half-free tenants 
were of no importance so far as political rights and public administration were 
concerned. Moreover, private patronage already existed^ and interrupted 
direct subordination to public authority. H. Fehr has explained the dual structure 
of the Frankish union of subjects ^ in his description of the obligation to assist 
in defence and in justice under Frankish law. The narrower union is the folk- 
union, the union of free folk-associates who swear the oath of fidelity; it is 
the union for the army and for justice. Those belonging to it, the pagenses^ 
are the freemen living in the Gau, who are not under patronage but are directly 
under the count. The wider union of subjects is different from this ; it is under 
obligation to the posse comitatus and includes all inhabitants of the Frankish 
kingdom: not only the freemen but also the half-free and unfree persons who 
do not take the oath of fidelity, and those freemen who are under patronage. 
The conception patriay in the sense of home or fatherland, is connected only 
with the closer union of subjects, the folk-union. Thus there was in the 
Carolingian period a narrower personal union within the Gau, which represented 
public rights and duties, and did not coincide geographically with the Gau, nor 
with a definite local district within it. 

Politically speaking, the hundred was merely a part of the civitas witliout 
independent significance ^; for the seat of political authority was the concilium^ 
the assembly of all the free folk-associates of the civitas. It exercised supreme 
military audiority by deciding on war and peace, and supreme judicial authority 
by exercising a jurisdiction in unrestricted competition to that of the regular 
courts.'^ It also chose the officials in charge of the administration of justice 
in die Gaus and villages. In these assemblies the young men were made fit 
for military service ® and thereby their acceptance as administrators of public 
justice was decided. Since there is a probable connection with Roman conditions, 
the civitas may either be identical with the Gau {pagus) or comprise a small number 
of such communities (two or three), in tvhich case this hypothesis also explains 
the activity of the principes per pagos vicosque. For the vicus need no longer 
be regarded as a subdivision of the pagus^ but may be its central point.® 
V. Schwerin was right in maintaining that the addition vicosque is merely an 
explanation, a more exact definition of place. 

The view held by older writers of the economic significance of the hundred 
can no longer be accepted. An early theory was that the hundred was originally 
identical with the Mark. Each hundred occupied a large territory, within which 
Mark-associations seized various districts, which again included various vicL^ 

^ See Chapter IX. 

“ ^*'ests€hrtfi f. K. Sokm, I9I4> 3S7 ff. ; Zusammenfassung, 416 fF. 

_ ® See R. Sohin, Du frank. R&khs- u. Gerichtsverfassung^ 6. See also v. Schwerin (Gierke’s 
, Umers,^ xc), 109. 

* Tacitus, Germania^ a 12; see alsO' R^ Sohm, op. cit., 4 f. 

* Tacitus, Germanm.^ c- 13... ® See above, 166. 

7 Gierke’s Unters.^ p. 93. s y. Schwerin, op. cit., xc, loi. 
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From an economic point of view the reverse process is more likely. The vici 
were there first, and the Gaus were a territorial congeries of vicu The hundreds 
and Marks probably appeared later as the natural consequence of settlement. 
This explains much more easily the fact that not only hundred and Mark, but 
also Mark and village could coincide, so that it w^as possible for a village to form 
a hundred. 

What then was tlie state of affairs as regards landed property ? ^ To-day, 
there can be hardly any doubt at all that, at least in Tacitus’ time, not only private 
property in land but also large “ manorial ” estates were already in existence 
among the Germans. The land was by no means inhabited solely by Mark- 
associations of free peasants with equal rights. The economic foundations of 
the hundred and the inner structure of the Gau must be understood in the light 
of these facts. Moreover, the land 'was frequently owned not by the Mark itself 
but by a group of seigneurial tenants. 

The Nomad Theor}q by means of wLich some scholars tried to explain 
the hundred, is quite untenable to-day. Further refutation is unnecessary here, 
especially as the hypotheses on which this pasture- or forest-theor}^ was built 
are no longer tenable. The Germans were not nomads in Cesar’s time, any 
more than Germany was a land of great forests, as earlier scholars incorrectly 
assumed. 

I agree with H. Brunner so far as to believe that the hundred in tliis early 
period was a military and jurisdictional (Ding) association. Neither of the passages 
in Tacitus which may refer to it (Germania^ c. 6, 12) can be explained as 
indicating a limited geographical area. The cement whom he mentions are 
persons elected in the army organization (c. 6) as also in die judicial organization 
(c. 12) ; in the former case from the single pcigi^ in the latter ex plehe, A. Miillen- 
hoff has already argued, as against the view taken by most historians, that the 
hundred councillors mentioned by Tacitus in chapter 12 could not have been 
the inhabitants of a huntari^ i.e. a district of a hundred Hufen with a hundred 
landowners or heads of households, for in that case where would be the crowd 
of plebs from whom they were chosen ^ ^ Brunner also stressed the fact that 
these hundredmen ‘'cannot have been the Dingmanner of a geographically limited 
hundred MiillenhofF w^as right in regarding these cement as a committee 
of a larger union, parallel wdth the cavalry-ce/xmrza in chapter 6 of Tacitus. The 
larger union from which they were taken was, he thought, the pagus, w^hich he 
connected with the thousand. As a matter of fact, judging by the context in 
Tacitus, chapter 12, this greater union can only be the civitas. These hundred 
councillors stand alongside the concilium. The pagi (with their vici) appear as 
their subordinate unions. They are taken ex plebe^ i.e. from the whole people, 
the folk, as civitas has usually been translated. 

This committee of a hundred councillors of the people, who stand beside 
the principesy appears to have occupied a different position from thatw^hich had been 
customary up to this time. It has been thought that they accompanied the pnncipes 
on their journeys through the pa^^ an interpretation obviously indicated by the 
term comitesy i.e. companions or following. But are there not strong objections 

^ See Germ, edit., 15 £ 

“ Deutsche Altertumskunde^ iv\ 253. For this reason also I consider the so-called iJu/i-tbeo]^ 
(refuted by me above, 16S) to be untenable, though it has been supported by S. Rietschei in 
Untersuckungen Gesck. d. german, Hundertschaftj i (1907). 

DRG., i% 163. 
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against this very literal translation ? Such a following would certainly have 
been unusually large for the purpose.^ Does not the fact that they were elected 
ex plebe show that these comites were not a following at all, and is it not more 
reasonable to assume that their co-operation referred to the councilium of the 
civitas ? Then their large number and their election from the people would 
not be at all strange. There is also positive evidence in favour of this view. 
Such a committee of councillors is actually known to have existed among some 
at least of the German peoples in this early period. Cssar mentions among 
the Ubii a senatus directly connected with the principes,^ This cannot refer 
to the w^ole folk-community, but must refer to a committee.^ Moreover, in 
Claudian’s Bellum Geticum a body of councillors is mentioned.^ Finally, there 
is a diird passage, in Apollinaris Sidonius, where an assembly of councillors 
formed of the elders is mentioned: De more Getarum contrahitur; statprisca 
annis viridisque senectus consiliis. ^ Miillenhoff himself concluded “ that in 
the more general concilia {Allthingen) a narrower circle of eminent men with 
superior rights w^as set apart; the people, as a whole, or the community, only 
agreed to or vetoed proposals ’h® This would agree very well with what Tacitus 
gives as the task of the hundred comites \ Concilium simul et auctoritas. It 
would therefore be more correct to describe these comites as assistant judges 
or echevins rather than as a following. This agrees with the verb adsunt chosen 
by Tacitus, whereas immediately afterwards in speaking of followings he uses 
sectantur (c. 13). 

Finally, w’ho are the principes^ with whom these centeni ex plehe are closely 
connected ? They have been differently explained. Brunner thought they 
were chiefs, and, in consideration of the similar nature of the authority wielded 
by kings and chiefs, he regarded the German rex as princeps civitatis^ the German 
princeps as a small or Gau-king.'^ Other scholars understood this term to denote 
judges of the hundred or chiefs of the hundred; whereupon it was remarked 
that there were no Gau-princes.® But this is incompatible with Tacitus' account, 
for he expressly states that these principes were appointed at the assembly of die 
ciyitas. But since, on the other hand, there is no need to regard a hundred- 
district as a pagus^^ the interpretation of principes as judges or chiefs of the 
hundreds is improbable. 

A passage in Caesar {BG,y vi, 23) is decided evidence against this interpreta¬ 
tion; it is similar to the one in Tacitus which we are discussing,^® and may possibly 
have seiwed as a model for it.^^ It speaks of principes regionum atque pagoriun 
and the regiones certainly were not^^ smaller districts, perhaps villages, or hundreds, 
but larger areas. This is probable because regio seems here to be superior to 
pagus and elsewhere it also means a superior and larger area.^^ 


, Uberdie principes in der Germania des Tacitus,” Forsch. r, Deutschen Gesck., ii, 398, 

and Tbudichum, Der akdeutsche Staat, 31. 5 > 

2 lU ^ 3 MiiUenhoff, D, Altertumskunde, 254. 
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A different translation must therefore be found for tlie word principes in 
Tacitus. Some scholars have assumed that a republican system existed among 
the Germans in the time of Caesar and Tacitus. This, how^ever, is hardly com¬ 
patible witli the accounts of the Roman writers, who expressly mention kings 
in connection with a large number of German tribes {Volkerschaften). An 
attempt was made to explain this by assuming a territorial difference, for instance 
that monarchies existed only among the eastern tribes, while the republic was 
the prevailing form in the west.^ But this distinction is incorrect; for in Tacitus, 
on whose information the co-existence of monarchy and republic was assumed, 
we find evidence of kings among the western peoples, the Frisians and Cherusci, 
the Bructeri and Sigambri on the Rhine; and among the Batavi at least one 
regia stirps is expressly mentioned.^ This juxtaposition of republics and monar¬ 
chies was based in particular on the distinction made between reges and principes 
by Tacitus,^ who on one occasion says of the latter that they were chosen by 
the folk-assembly iconciliiun) ^; and further, when speaking of the Frisian reges^ 
adds the limitation in quantum Germani regnantur.^ Some scholars Incline 
therefore to regard the monarchy as a “ secondary phenomenon ”, which may 
have appeared owing to Roman influence,® while a few held formerly that 
in the earliest times there were kings among all Germans, and that more democratic 
systems found their way later into some of the tribes.’^ 

We owe to philology the important observation ^ that according to Tacitus 
there was no essential internal difference between the principate and the kingship, 
but that the difference in these Roman terms lay rather in the number of those 
in authority; in the one case there was the rule of one alone ; in the other the 
rule of several. 

To-day there can hardly be a doubt that kingship existed among the Germans 
from the beginning.^ We may assume also that among the Anglo-Saxons and 
northern peoples it was to be found universally in the migratory period, 
even though here and there its scope might be small or there might be 
several kings ruling together. The feod mentioned beside the king is indis¬ 
tinguishable from the council-assembly or court of the Anglo-Saxon kings.^® 

I am convinced that the chief evidence for the supposed election of the 
principes has been wrongly interpreted. For, according to all that Tacitus says 
elsewhere of them, the well-known sentence about the appointment of the principes 
at the concilium cannot be interpreted as meaning that there for the first time 
tliey were freely chosen by the people. Too little regard has been paid to the 
sense in wLich Tacitus is accustomed to use words. Eligunmr does not mean 
electing principes^ but making a choice from among the existing principes?''^ The 

^ See Waitz, VG,, i®, 302; Brunner, DRG.^ i®, 174 ; and G. v. Below, Der deutsche Staat d MA.y 
2,159. 

^ See references quoted by W. Voss, Repuhlik u. Kdnigtum L alien Germanien (1885), 29 ff., and 
Erbardt, germ. Staatenbildimg, 53 ; see also Miillenhoff, DAK., iv, 185. 

® Germania, c. 7. ^ 5 xiii, 54. 

® See W. Voss, op. cit,, 31, and Waitz, VG., i®, 303 ; also Thudidium, Der altdeutsche Staat, 6j. 

^ See Chr. Barth, TeutscMands UrgescL, iv, 238 ff. (1818-1821). Lobeil, Gregor v. Tours, 2nd 
edit, 409, 

® Miillenhoff, DAK., iv, 184 ff., especially 192. 

^ Dahn, Kdmge, i, 24; Waitz, DVG., i®, 296. See also Csesar, Belt Call., v, 24, 26 ; vi, 31. 

See Chadw'ick, The Origin of the English Nation (1907), 162, 308 ff., 320. 

See Germania, c. 13: electorum iuvenum; c. 15: electi equi; c. 17: eligunt feras. It 
should noted that Caesar in a corresponding passage (Bell. Gail., vi, 23) says nothing of such 
an election of principes. 
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choice takes place for tlie purpose of jurisdictio per pagos vicosque. No one 
can maintain that this was the sole activity of the princtpes. They were not 
freely elected from the whole mass of freemen, but were taken from the distin¬ 
guished families. Tacitus himself says so in speaking of the kingship, which 
we must think of as an elective office.^ But he makes no essentia! distinction 
betv^een rex and princeps^ where he speaks of the rights and duties of the ruler.^ 
The king is ruler and representative of the civitas (c. 12). Even where Tacitus 
is speaking of the comitatm (c. 13, 14), he mentions only principes ; the king 
seems to be included in the term. Even those scholars who regarded the principes 
as characteristic of a republican system had to confess that the difference betv^een 
the authority of the king and that of the republican principes lay “ not so much 
in particular rights, which, on the contrary, both had almost completely in 
common as in the hereditary principle as compared with “ absolutely free 
choice of district This corresponds to the other facts which wt learn from 
C^sar and Tacitus about conditions of rule among the Germans. Even where 
they are speaking only of principes^ as for example among the Batavi, they mention 
that diese are ex regia sdrpe.^ Similarly also among the Cherusci.^ Sometimes 
several “ kings ” ruling together are mentioned, as among the Frisians.® More¬ 
over, tlie principes are not simply elected by free choice from the common freemen, 
but are taken from prominent and noble families.'^ On the other hand, where 
reges ruled there was no unconditional inheritance, but die people had the right 
of choice.® Tacitus expressly says : nec regihus infinita aut libera potestas 
{Germ.^ c. 7). 

The guidance and leadership of the civitas was originally in the hands of 
the ruling families of the noblest descent. Even in monarchical states a general 
peace is not a royal peace, but a folk-peace. It does not depend on the king’s 
command but on the people’s will. Thus, the terms for this rule are expressive 
of its origin and nature. The German piudans (folk-leader) is, perhaps, the most 
descriptive; the ruler is representative and leader of the people, who themselves 
have die powur. And, further, Konig is the lord of the family. I cannot agree 
that this origin of the word reveals an hereditary principle inherent in the concep¬ 
tion ®; on the contrary, it contains an indication that originally, in the trtdy 
primeval period, there was no single rule, but a polycracy of the heads of families.^® 
Compare with this the old form rik, Gothic reiks (guide, leader), w’'hich corre¬ 
sponds to the Latin rex^^ Is it not true that both terms express the general 
phenomenon that in the earliest times the horde, the family union,and then 
the separate tribe or “ folk ”, represents the political organization ? Even in 
historical times we may observe the rule of a larger or smaller number of kings 
in different tribes becoming condensed into a larger coherent tribal-union, and 
even into a single rale, a monarchy, owing to the fusion of these tribes. This 
occurred among the Alemanni, the Franks, Saxons, Lombards, and probably 

^ Germamoy c. 7. 2 (^^fj^nania, c. ii. 

® F.^Daim, Kdrdgey i, 32. ^ See W. Voss, ^ op. cit., 30. 

IBid., 29. 6 Tacitus, AnnaL^ xiii, 54. 

Erliardt, op.^ cit., 49 ff.; H. Brunner, i^, 168, note 22. 

® Dalni, op. cIl, i, 32, and W. Voss, op. cit,, 45, 

,, ® Brunner, i®, 165, 

4 ® See also R. Leonhard, ** Ui^emeinde und Uifeudalitat’* Arch, Sonalwhs., xliv, 737, note 26 
(1918}. 

_ Lluge, ErftmL WGTterhmk, Art, Reich., 8th edit, 363; Schrader, Reailexikon, 442; Mullenhoff, 

IjAK., x¥, 187. , , 

4 ® On the meanis^ of this even in the time of Tacitus, see W. Voss, op, cit, 55 ff. 
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the Bavarians^ I cannot agree either, therefore, that the principes of that early 
time were Gau-princes or kings of the pa ^; they are rather co-princes of the 
smaller tribes. All the above-mentioned German tribes existing in historic 
times were certainly not originally national units, but (as the name Alemanni 
shows), were fused together gradually by a union of different parts and remnants 
of the peoples. 

If, as I have indicated, the connection between civitas and pagas is to be 
interpreted less systematically, allowing for the possibility of variations in size and 
in coincidence, then the vagueness which v-e noticed earlier in the use of rex or 
princeps by Cssar and Tacitus is explicable. It is certainly no accident that 
the far-reaching political subdivision among the German tribes of the west and 
centre coincides with the appearance of the principes^ who were wrongly connected 
with a republican system.^ Brunner emphasized the fact that the political unions 
of the east were more extensive ; and it is precisely there that reges are mentioned.^ 

Finally, for a correct understanding of the two conceptions rex and princeps^ 
it is important to note what has been discovered about the position of the dux, 
Bux in general means the leader of the army.^ It is certainly true that among 
die tribes which had several princes a dux (O.H.G. heriiohd) was chosen by the 
community from the ruling princes in time of war but this leaves out of account 
the essential point as to w^hat happened where there was a king. He. certainly 
must, in most cases, though not aWays, have been the leader of the army, too. 
F. Dahn has pointed out that “ among several local kings ’’ there was an election 
of a chief, and that after the migrations the king often handed over the military 
leadership to someone else.® Tacitus’ own account indicates this possibility, 
for he clearly ranks the duces beside the kings, and emphasizes the different 
reason of their appointment: reges ex nobilitate^ duces ex virtute sumunt 
(Germ,^ c. 7). Caesar’s description is also compatible with this view.^ 

The dux is a leader of the army appointed for a time by the people for 
warlike enterprises. While he held ofEce he had special powers of command 
and of punishment; according to Caesar he had power of life and death.® There 
is no inherent contradiction here with the account given by Tacitus.® For 
Tacitus does not say^® that the power of punishment in the army belonged to 
the priests. He merely wishes to emphasize the limitation of even the highest 
authority among the Germans.^^ TTie sentence, which he adds in order 
to explain this prohibition of corporal punishment (so different from the 
Roman practice), actually contains an indication of Ae power of command 
or punishment wielded by Ae dux. Only Ae execution of Ais punishment is 
restricted to Ae priests. The right of Ae dux is not disputed ; but Ae actual 
chastisement, which was considered Ae greatest disgrace among Ae free 
Germans, was to be carried out, as it were, by command of Ae deity, through 
his representatives. If capital punishment was originally a human sacrifice 
offered to Ae gods, and if Ais and o Aer punishments in Ae army were inflicted 
as a religious duty, Aen Tacitus’ statement may easily be explained 


J See Erhardt, op. dt., 55 ff. ; W. Voss, op. dt, 68 ff. ; Branner, DRG,, v 
- See above, 173. s £)RG,, 157. 

See the references quoted by Dahn, op. cit., i, 64 ff. 

^ Beil Gail^ VI, 23. 8 
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^ Germania^ c, 7. 
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without its involving a contradiction of Caesar’s account or a diminution in the 
power of tlie dux. This infliction of punishment was left to the priests only 
in order to prevent the practice of vengeance or vendetta, or a claim for wergeld 
against the man who had carried out an execution at the command of the kino; 
or the dux. 

The account given above leads us to a further consideration of the position 
of die priesthood and its relation to the public autliority. Certainly little enouo-h 
is known. It is usually assumed that in the old German period there was a con¬ 
nection between political and religious authority, and that chief and priest were 
one and the same person.^ The chief evidence for this is in C^sar, who, after 
describing the Gallic druids and human sacrifices, stresses the fact that the German 
custom was very different: Germatii mulmm ah hac consuetudine differunt. 
Nam neque druides kahent^ qui rebus divinis praesint^ neque sacrificiis student,^ 
This statement was taken to mean that there was at tliat time no ‘‘ professional 
priesthood”, but that religious matters were cared for in the family by the head 
of the household, in the Gau by the ruling princes, and in the state by the king.^ 
But in Tacitus we often meet with priests ; indeed, he mentions a sacerdos civitatis ; 
and these priests play an important part both in die folk-assembly and in war.^ 
In order to explain this contradiction, it has been assumed that we have here a 
later separation of die priestly from die ruling power. This priesthood arose 
out of the peculiar nature of the political administration in republican states 
or in those ruled by principes, where the lack of an administrative head brought 
about the need for a high priest to carry out the necessary religious ceremonies 
in the name of the whole civitas^ acting, as it were, as a rex sacrificulus in the 
national and sacrificial assembly^ 

For more than one reason this theory is very improbable. In the first 
place, wtee Tacitus speaks of the priests’ powers in the national assembly, the 
rex vel princeps is mentioned in the immediate context. It cannot, therefore, 
be assumed that this was a new development appearing in the state with the rule 
of the principes. Moreover, there appears to be no reason why the necessity 
for a high priest should have arisen where a long already existed, even if the 
king himself originally practised these rights. 

On the whole I believe that the German priesthood is not such a late institu¬ 
tion. The close association, according to Tacitus, of the priesdiood with the 
national assembly ® and its independent and important position in relation to the 
king,’ exclude the possibility that it was a later introduction, or had split off from 
the political power after the time of Caesar. As the sacrifices of the German 
Gau w^ere based on daily life md were closely associated with the Ding assembly, 
so also^ the German priesthood had its roots in daily life and in the laws.” ® 
Chadwick, writing about the Anglo-Saxons, laid a still stronger emphasis on 
the religious character of the folk moot, even going so far as to declare that 
this concilium could not have existed unless the tribe had possessed a common 
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hierarchy.^ There is also definite evidence of a special priesthood among individual 
German tribes, such as the Ubii ^ and Chatti.^ 

We must therefore ask ourselves whether the passage in Cssar really holds 
the meaning which has been read into it. Have scholars perhaps tried to deduce 
too much from his evidence ? This passage is intended to emphasize the differ¬ 
ence betV'een Germans and Gauls. Caesar stresses the fact that among the 
Gauls there are only two classes of real importance, the druids and the knights. 
He describes the very great influence of the former, especially in private life, 
points out that the Gauls are very superstitious,^ and indicates the spread of 
human sacrifice. The Gauls employed the druids for these sacrifices : adminis- 
trisque ad ea sacrificia druidibiis utuntur. He goes on to say that the Germans 
are ver}r different in this respect. They have neither druids to preside over their 
religious ceremonies nor do they eagerly offer (human) sacrifices. This appears to 
be quite compatible with the statements of Tacitus, widiout involving any need for 
the theories which have just been discussed. If the head of the household had 
charge of private worship among the Germans (Germania^ c. 10) it w^as natural that 
public religious services should be less in evidence, and that on the whole the 
priesthood should play a less important part. Tacitus says notliing about 
frequent human sacrifice. The sacerdotes and especially the high priest {sacerdos 
civitatis) have charge of public worship and of the national shrines. It should 
furthermore be observed that according to recent scholarship the druids w^ere 
not an Indo-German institution, but w^ere introduced (among the Celts) from 
without. They were firstly magicians,^ and then priests, teachers, and judges, 
and w’-ere of great political importance.® Thus Cesar’s description is compre¬ 
hensible without any necessity for denying the existence of priests among the 
Germans in early times.^ 

We ought, to-day, to treat with the greatest caution those facts which 
have been adduced in proof of an original connection betw^een the monarchy 
and the priesthood. For neither the Merovingian journey with die sacred 
yoke of oxen, nor the vengeance of the Frisian king for sacrilege, are in themselves 
priestly functions. These survivals in later law point rather to the fact that 
the south German kings themselves became objects of worship. The earliest 
German monarchies are “ not to be thought of as everywhere alike, for both 
the dates and the causes of their appearance were everywhere different The 
Scandinavian kings probably performed priestly functions, whereas there is 
evidence that tlie Burgundians and Germans did not.® Moreover, recent research 
has produced noteworthy results even in the case of Iceland, wRich is usually 
singled out for special reference; the “ Godi ” w^ere endowed wdth princely 

^ The Oiigin of the English Nation, 319. 

® Tacitus, AnnaL, 1, 57. 

® Strabo, vii, i, 4. 

^ BG,, vi, 16: Natio est omnium Gallonim admodnm dedita religionibus. 

® See J. Pokomy, “Der Urspning der Draiden,” Mitteil d. Wiener Anthropohg. GeseE., xxxviii, 
34 ff-, and R. Much, ibid., 46., The former essay appeared in an English translation in The Smithsonian 
Rapport for 1910, 5S3 ff. 

® See the article ** D.ruidae in Pauly-Wissowa’s ReaUniyklopadie d. Mass, Altertumswiss,, v, 
1730 ff., 1905, and recently A. Grenier, Les Gaulois, (1923), 179, 

’ How little Cassar’s description here corresponds to actual conditions, and how greatly he 
exaggerates, may best be realized from the statement in the .same passage that the onty German deities 
were the sun, dhe moon, and Vulcan. 

® K. V. Aroi.ra, Grundriss, iii, 151 (1913). 
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power irrespective of die temple priesthood^ and tliere were temple priests who 
did not possess ‘‘ Godord 

Finally, we come to the much discussed argument silentio. The fact 
tliat we hear so little of the position of priests among the early Germans cannot, 
without further examination, be taken to mean that there was no priesthood. 

We must remember that the sources v/hlch shed light on German conditions 
after Tacitus belong chiefly to a period when the conversion of the German i 

tribes to Christianity had already begun, or was even completed. In 354 
Ammianus Marcellinus tells us of augurs among the Alemanni, who had advised 
against battle.^ Agatliias also speaks of ^dvrei? who were consulted before 
tlie Battle of Capua (554).^ These were probably priests. 

A. Hauck remarked that among the Franks Christianity became tlie prevalent 
religion in a comparatively short time, and without any religious upheaval. “ There 
is no trace of the violent upheavals w4ich usually accompany a departure from 
the old national religion and the adoption of a new foreign one; the history 
of the conversion of the Franks has no martyrs, either of the Christian or of the 
pagan faith.’* ^ He explained tliis by attributing a rather inferior role to the 
religious element in the national life. But does he go to the root of the matter ? 

The phenomenon is fully explained by my general theory of the conservatism 
of die Germans witli regard to Roman customs.^ If the Franks, in setting up 
their political authority^, had to consider carefully the large Roman population 
of die conquered territory, and if their kings, especially Clovis, actually did so 
consider it,® then this tolerant and conserxntive attitude ^ explains the fact that 
tliere never was any violent clash. On the contrar}^, the (Frankish) nobility, 
from whose ranks the German state priesthood was clearly for die most part 
recruited, immediately stepped into the very advantageous office of the Christian j 

episcopate and found there a rich compensation for what they had lost.® j 

Was there then a nobility in early German times ? Some scholars, especially ‘ 

the earlier ones, denied its existence among the Germans in the earliest period.® 

But w-e have incontestable evidence for a nobility in old German times. Tacitus 
expressly states that the people appointed their kings from among the nobles,^® 
and C^sar speaks of a nobility among both the Gauls and the Germans. It is 
true that this testimony w^as held only to apply to the former,but if princeps 
in Casar denotes the nobility without office (among the Gauls and if the 
same expression is used for the Germans, it is unlikely that C^sar meant some¬ 
thing quite different in the one case from what he did in the other, especially 
as he is accustomed to emphazise die differences between the two groups 
of people. In several passages (e.g. Belt GalL, vi, 23, and iv, 13) princeps 
must have been used in the sense of a nohilis^ without reference to office or dignity.^® 

Tacitus proves die same point. Nobilitas^ or noble birth, nobility by descent, 

! 

^ Boden, Dieislandisclien Hauptlingej” Zeitschr. d, Savigny-Stiftung f, RG., xxiv, 156 ff., and 163 1 

(1905). 

® xiv, 10. ^ Hist., ii, 6 . 

Kirckengesck, Deutsckicnds, i, 159. ^ See above, 91 ff. \ 

® See Hauck, op. cit, i, 140 f., and chap. iii. | 

This is expressly .emphasized by Agathias, Histor., ii, i; in speaking of the Franks who marched ? 

through Italy in 553 (in contrast to the Alemanni) he says that they spared the shrines and treated 
them, reverently. See Germ, edit., i®, 200. ] 

® See chap. iii. ® See Germ, edit., ii®, 37. \ 

Geimama, c. 7 ; Germ,, edit., ii®, 37. Dahn, Konige, i, 44. j 

Ihid., i, 45; see also Keutgen, op. cit., 81. Ibid., i, 46 £ ; 
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has special privileges in the deliberations of the folk-assemblyd The instgnts 
nobilitas determines the prestige and dignity of the prince, the dignatio principisd 
It has rightly been concluded from this passage that there were differences of 
rank within the nobility,^ for which reason it is impossible to believe that it 
was based only on relationship with the royal or ruling family. Tacitus also 
tells us diat during the settlement the appropriation of land took place secundum 
dignationemd The greater prestige of the nobility thus gave them a claim to a larger 
share in the division of the land.“ It can, therefore, hardly be maintained that 
there was no favoured class—no legally privileged clan, except the royal or princely 
family.® 

Moreover, there are other proofs that the nobility must have been fairly 
widespread. There is, for instance, the well-known passage about the exodus 
of youthful nobles into foreign states, if there w'ere too prolonged a peace in 
their otvm land.’' Even if “ plerique ” means only “ very many ”, it shows 
that the German nobility was not numerically small.® Mention should also be made 
here of what Tacitus tells us immediately after this passage about tlie formation 
of “ followings It has long been agreed that only the king or persons in 
authority (king and principes had a right to a comitatus. We are expressly 
told here that many noble youths had formed a great comitatus If w'e 
consider that these followings had a right to be supported and equipped for w’ar 
by their lord, a larger comitatus presupposes considerable wealth on his 
part. Only rich and propertied men could have numerous followers. In 
outward appearance, too, the nobility was distinguished from the mass of the 
people. Tacitus, in speaking of the peculiar coiffure of the Suevi, remarks that 
the principes had special adornments.^i He furthermore states that while “ the 
ordinary man does his work in the house without clothing and otherwise carries 
only a cloak, the richest people have a different costume 

The number of nobles must also have increased, because very early we 
note hereditary tendencies. This is indicated by Tacitus: insignis nobilitas 
out magna patrum merita principis dignationem etiam adolescentidis assignantd^ 
It has been supposed that the nobility were always decreasing, owing to their 
warlike occupation, but that no ordinary freeman could rise to their ranks ; this 
artificial theory is not borne out by the facts. Among the Germans a fighting 
career and personal prowess were pre-eminendy grounds for ennoblement.^^ This 
is proved not only by the passage quoted above about the comitatus, but by Tacitus’ 
remarks about the choice of the leader in war, which resulted ex virtuted^ It is also 
indicated by our information about precedence in the concilium, the people’s 
assembly. Next to the rex vel princeps came the elders {prout aetas), the nobles 

’ Germania, c. ii. = Ibid., c. 13. 

^ Da!m, Konige, i, 63, note 3. ^ Germania, c. 26. 

“ See above, 35 ff., especially 36, also MuUenhoff, DAK., iv®, 360. 

® See Germ, edit., 3S £ 

" Germanta^ c. 14: Plerique nobiliiim adoiescentium petimt ultro eas nationes, quae turn beiiiim 
aiiquod gemnt. 

^ Baumstark, in his edition of the Germaniay 18S1, 53, note 9. 

® Keutgen, Der deutscke Staat des Mji., 29. 

^ Magnuinqiie comitatuin. nonnisi vi beiloque tuentur. See Baumstark, op. cit., 54, note 13. 

Germaniay c. 38 : Principes et omatiorem habent. ’ 

Ibid., c- 17: iocupletissimi veste distingmintur. 
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See recently H. Fehr, DRG, (1921), 18. 
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{prout mbilkas), and also those who had decus lellorum^ And finally we have 
the support of the oft-quoted passage about peace-time occupations. Those 
who were distinguished by conspicuous bravery and prowess in battle rested 
and hunted, while otliers worked for them or spent their time in farming.^ It 
should be noted, however, tliat Tacitus immediately afterwards tells us that it 
was customary for each man voluntarily to bring to the princeps presents of cattle 
and farm produce, which were accepted as an honour, but were also necessary 
for his maintenance. 

To sum up, not only may we say that there was a privileged nobility in 
old German times, but we may go fardier and assert that it had a decisive influence 
on affairs of state, and indeed, on state policy in general.^ C^sar and Tacitus 
both describe the principes as the most important chiefs or great men of the 
Germans, and Cssar on one occasion distinguishes them from the magistratus^ 
The nobility of the UrT^eh did actually possess sovereign power. They enjoyed 
it, however, merely because they provided kings, princes, and priests. If 
we read the description of actual historical events in Csesar and Tacitus tlieir 
abstract account of conditions among the Germans is brought into its right 
perspective, for in such episodes the principes appear even more clearly as the 
real leaders of the state and the people. The situation is expressed most clearly 
in Segestes' speech (quoted by Tacitus) at a critical moment to the Roman war-lord 
Varus: “If the principes are removed, then the people (of the Cherusci) will 
not dare to do anything.’' ^ 

If we accept this conception of the early German constitution, we have 
a solution of all those difficulties which earlier scholars found when tliey tried 
to interpret the passages dealing with the right to possess a comitatus. We may 
regard as discredited the view held by some miters that only the king and the 
ruling princes had such a right ^ “ Every freeman had the right to take anotlier 
into his house in order to receive from him agreed and even military ser\dce." ’ 
Certainly the fact that the lord had to provide maintenance as w^ell as 
fighting equipment necessitated considerable riches on his part But why 
should the nobility not have been able to maintain a following, if they had large 
properties and were in a position to have a number of wives, and were distinguished 
from die mass of die people by richer clodies and head-dress, especially in the case 
of the locupktissimi^ of wiiom Tacitus speaks ? ^ He also points out that it increased 
a man's reputation and power aWays to be surrounded by a crowd of especially 
chosen young men.® The principes vie with one another in having as large 
a comitatus of vigorous men as possible. It has been assumed by most writers 
that principes here means the rulers at the head of die republican state, and thus 
they have been unable to avoid the difficulty that Tacitus, earlier in the same 
chapter, says that illustrious birth or great services rendered by a youth’s ancestors 
will give him principis iignauomm* But the wffiole difficulty disappears if we 
understand by the term the higher rank of nobility. Then we can also under¬ 
stand Tacitus’ remark: nec rubor inter comites aspicL Why should these youths 
be ashamed if they had been especially chosen by the ruling prince } It was 

^ GerMamOy c, ii, ^ Ibid., c. 15. 

^ See Germ, edit., ii®, 42 f. ^ BelL Gaily vi, 2.2. 

^ Armal.y i, 55 : Niliii ausumm plebem priacipibus amotis. 

® Germ, edit., ii®, 43, 7 Brunner, DRG.y i^, 187, note 32. 

* See above, 179, ® Germania^ c. 13. 
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another matter if a position had already been assigned to them because 
of their noble birth or distinguished ancestr}'", although at their age they had 
not given evidence of other qualifications for an entrance into public life. It is 
impossible to agree with the explanation that they were recognized as possible 
lords of followings themselves ^; for they were part of another man’s comitatus 
and would hardly yet be concerned, or have the necessary means, to form one for 
themselves. 

Obviously all die members of a following were not noblemen or of dis¬ 
tinguished ancestry: nec rubor inter comites aspicL It is very^ probable that among 
them were men of lower birth, who w’-ere accepted on account of their personal 
prowess in w^ar.^ Speaking of youths of noble lineage Tacitus says : ceteris 
robustioribus ac iam pridem prohatis adgregantur (They were placed with 
experienced men who were physically stronger or more mature). Nor is it 
consistent with the facts to assume that there existed a fundamental difference 
between the German following and the late Roman bucellarii^ in that the Germanic 
following was entirely aristocratic, while the hucellarii were mercenaries; nor 
is there any justification for the assumption diat the following received no pay 
but only their food from the ruling prince, anything more that he gave to them 
being a purely voluntary gift.^ This is definitely contradicted by Tacitus’ 
statements. He speaks of the right of the comitatus to equipment, and points 
out that their liberal maintenance is in place of payment.^ He adds, moreover, 
that the lord of the comitatus voluntarily made them gifts on campaigns and 
forays. Inasmuch as the Roman writer is obviously making comparisons with 
conditions in his own country, he is thinking of the stipendiarii as the counter¬ 
part of the comitatus. The very appellation hucellarii^ usually interpreted as 
bread-eaters, emphasizes the fact that maintenance by their lord was the main 
characteristic of the position of these men. Tacitus also expressly states that in the 
comitatus there were different classes or grades, and the connection in which he 
mentions this shows that it was personal ability or prowess which could wipe 
out any existing differences in birth or ancestry. 

In addition we ought probably to differentiate between a more restricted, 
permanent following in time of peace, and a wider and larger one which existed 
only in war. The former is proved by the statement already quoted, that it 
added to a man’s importance always to be surrounded by a great number of 
chosen youths.^ In peace they were a mark of distinction, in war a personal 
protection. The latter fact is proved by the reason wElcli Tacitus gives for 
the exodus of noble youths when peace lasted toO' long : magnumque comitatum 
nonnisi vi belloque tuentur, ® If, therefore, a large comitatus were formed 
in wartime, it is probable that the German comitatus also comprised a number 
of mercenaries specially recruited for fighting purposes. It also appears from 
the description in Tacitus that tliese cannot have been unfree men, but were 
free Germans, who entered a lord’s comitatus for the duration of the war, 
without any diminution of their personal standing. On the return of peace, 
or by voluntary agreement, they could withdraw and join another following 

^ Kauffmanrij D, Altertumskunde^ i,. 447. 

® See the article “ Gefolgschaft by K. Lehmann in Hoops’ Reallexikon^ ii, 13,2.. 

^ Gm.Ihiermo25 Essai sur roiigine de la rwhlesse m France (1^02), 33 ; see also H. Delhruck, 
op. 483 (1921), and 473. ^ Germania^ c. 14. . 

^ Ibidj c. 13. « See above, 179, note 10. 
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somewhere else. It is not correct to say that on this point there was an essentia 
difference bem^een the German following and the Roman hucellarii or mercenaries.^ 
The fact that the lucellarii form a considerable part of their patron’s house¬ 
hold is not contrary to the usage which prevailed in the German following. 

I need only remind readers of my previous statements about the maintenance 
and equipment of these followings by their lords.^ The comitatus did not 
consist only of noble youths^^ for Tacitus, mentioning these, also speaks expressly 
of ceteris robustioribus ac iam pridem probatis^ who accompanied them. 
The matter is also made quite clear by the other main source of information 
which we possess about die German following, viz. the Anglo-Saxon epic poem 
of Beowmlf.^ 

If w^e remember that in Tacitus the description of the exodus of noble 
youths seeking foreign service if peace lasted too long at home ^ is closely 
connected widi statements about die comitatus^ it will be hardly possible to hold 
the theory diat the latter w^as only a sort of “ cadet-school ” of transitory and 
brief duration, in wLich the young men were trained for w^ar. No, the following 
w^as something more than this, and I am convinced that it had a decisive influence 
on the later development of the German system of government. This we shall 
now^ proceed to consider. 

In my opinion there were In this development two deciding motifs or 
influences, first, contact with the Romans, and secondly the appropriation of 
land or the foundation of German states on Roman territory. In a sense, indeed, 
the latter is only a continuation and completion of the former, in which I include 
the period of the great migrations. The lengthy W'^ars waged by the 
Germans with the Romans for centuries before and after Christ must have 
had an important effect on German conditions. It w^as only natural, and indeed 
it was essential, diat the smaller peoples should form larger national units for 
fighting purposes. The sociological mainspring of action, of which C^sar 
speaks, came into force, for the external pressure of war brought about unity 
and a common plan even where none existed in peace-time.® I am not referring 
here only to the dux and to the increase in his power of jurisdiction, wdiich proved 
to be necessary for military reasons."^ It went farther than this. The more 
urgent it was, for the sake of life itself, for the Germans to combine against 
the Romans, the more impossible it became for their union to be limited to 
smaller groups or strata of peoples under one leader, and the wider and more 
general diat union was forced to become, leading to greater national alliances. 
There w^s also the possibility that an especially successful ruling prince or dux 
might raise himself to a kingship of considerable importance. There are plenty of 
actual examples of this; one of tlie most characteristic being perhaps Ariovistus, 
the rex Germmomm ®; or Marbod, whose rule was not confined to the Marco- 
manni ®; or Arminius the Cheruscan, who was accused of having made himself 
sole king over the various units of the Cherusci and their Gau-chieftains.^® Further, 

^ See Germ, edit.,, ii®, 47. 

^ See above, 181. 

® H. Bmimer, op. cit., i®, 1S8. 
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we have Odoacer in whose case we see very distinctly the union of several German 
tribes/ and Clovis in his war against Syagrius.^ 

But it was not only tlie wars against die Romans W'hich constantly gave rise 
to such unions. The great struggle with the Huns had similar results. Ardaric, 
king of the Gepidij had supreme command over the tribes w^hich united against 
them, the Ostrogoths, the Rugii, the Suevi, and the Heruli.^ Similarl}^ Ammianus ^ 
and Jordanis,® speaking of the Ostrogoths, say that from among numerous 
kings of allied peoples, certain men came to the fore as virtual leaders of the 
wLole. We also hear of the rule of Ermanric over man}^ warlike tribes of 
Germania and Scydiia.® Occasionally it happened that this supreme power 
was created by civil wars among the German tribes. So it was among the 
Ostrogoths under Thiudimer after the conquest of Hunimund, who had joined 
wdth the Sciri and had then set up a coalition (469) of the Germans of die Danube 
(Suevi, Rugii, Sciri, Gepidi, and Heruli) against Thiudimer.^ In the great 
wars against Romans and Huns it quite often happened that smaller tribes were 
destroyed, or so decimated that their remnants w^ere absorbed into the other 
victorious and important ones. 

The influence of Rome was not only, as in these cases, indirect and negative, 
but also direct and positive. On this matter, how'^ever, scholars have put forward 
tw^o important and contradictory theories. Waitz has insisted that contact with 
the Romans did not lead to a change in the legal and political institutions of 
the Germans.^ On the other hand, Heinrich v. Sybel maintained that the con¬ 
nection with Rome, the entrance into the Roman and Christian sphere of culture, 
formed for the Germans a point of departure for a new political existence.® 

What have the sources to say on this point, and what do we learn from 
the historical facts as described by them Where Tacitus is dealing with the 
relations betw^een the Marcomanni and the Quad!, he remarks that among them even 
foreigners rose to the kingship, and that their unlimited power was supported by 
the lofty authority of Rome. They were helped less by Roman arms than 
by Roman gold, but the latter proved to be extremely effective.^® These general 
statements are borne out by particular examples in the history of the German tribes. 
I shall mention only a few here. The most important was probably the fact 
that the war-lord Marbod, having formed an alliance with Tiberius, was neutral 
during tlie struggle of the Cherusci under Arminius against the Romans. The 
w^ar betw^een Marbod and Arminius, which broke out after the battle of Teuto- 
burger Wald, further weakened the Germans’ power of resisting the expansion 
of Roman sw^ay.^^ Similarly, after the Huns had been conquered by the German 
peoples, led by the Gepidi, Rome, in drawing up treaties with the conquerors, fol¬ 
lowed the masterly policy of making the various rival tribes hold one another in check 
in the East.^^ It is obvious that by this alliance wtith Rome, the development 
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of a strong ruling monarchy was purposely encouraged in order to secure Roman 
interests. We are actually told that some of these important German kings 
lived for a time in Rome, and learnt to know Roman ways at close quartern. 
Velleius tells us that Marbod’s rule was not so much like the old German kingship 
as an imitation of Roman military despotism.^ So it was among the Cherusd 
where, after the smaller rulers had disappeared, kingly power was obtained 
by Italicus, who was summoned from Rome and owed his greatness to Roman 
support. It was soon realized that his power meant a loss of the earlier German 
freedom and a Roman form of domination.^ Tadtus also expressly states that 
Vannius was given to the Quadi as king by the Romans.® 

The fact that German army leaders entered Roman service was also 
undoubtedly important. After their tribes had been brought into the relation 
of foederad with Rome, they often retained military command over them as 
in the case of the Batavi,^ and the royal power was thereby strengthened. ’ In 
the fourth century Ammianus mentions that kings were already at the h ^a d of 
the Batavi troops who were fighting in the service of Rome.® By favouring 
such military leaders when they rose to be kings, it was possible for the Romans 
to bring these tribes into subjection to themselves. ^Ve see a characteristic 
example of this in Boiocalus, the leader of the Ampsivari, who had already served 
mder Tiberius and Germanicus. Tacitus considers his chief merit to be that 
“renowned among those peoples” he brought his tribe under Roman rule after 
fifty years’ semce.® A^in, in a passage describing how the Romans gave some 
civitates in Biitdn to King Cogidumnus, who was loyal to them, Tadms gives it 
as an old political maxim that the Romans used kings as instruments by which 
foreign peoples might be brought under their sway.'' 

Although it is therefore undeniable that the Romans had a definite influence 
on the political constitution of the Germans (we learn that they introduced 
senatum, magistratus, and leges among the Frisians who were foeierati),^ there 
is as little to be said for v. Sybel’s theory as for that of Waitz. In my opinion, 
v. Sybel was fundamentally wrong in assuming that the old democratic, loosely 
knit community life l^ted among the Germans up to the fifth and even to the sixth 
century, and that until then there was no trace of a national kingship to guide 
the general affairs of the civitas.^ The mistake in this theory is at once evident 
if we examine more closely the effects of permanent German settlement in 
certain parts of the Roman Empire. This settlement did not take place everywhere 
Mmultaneously.i® We ^ow that great hordes of Germans were already setded in 
Uaul, in the Upper Rhine, in the territory of the Decumati and in other places 
dunng the period of Roman rule, and were, therefore, at first subject to it We need 
not assume that on that account they completely lost their own German organization 
and customs, but strong Roman influence must certainly have been at work upon 
them, ho extend hat influence was, in fact, the explicit political aim of the dis¬ 
location which the Romans to some extent caused on purpose.^! Earlierconditio ns, 
as escri e by Csesar and Tacitus, could not remain unchanged through the 
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centuries. But here, also, we should assume that there was a gradual transition. 
'\^'Tien, in the later period, the Germans founded definite states on Roman 
territory, these were no more that a completion of the Roman process of dis¬ 
integration, in which the Germans themselves had played a considerable part, 
and which was largely assisted by their earlier admission into Roman organiza¬ 
tions. They broke down the old system, but not in any sudden access of strength ; 
their strength had developed earlier and had matured slowdy. Moreover, even now 
there were very considerable differences in development. In a number of these 
new states, as for example in Italy from the time of Odoacer, and among the West 
Goths and Burgundians, the land was definitely shared with the Romans.^ Other 
peoples—such as the Burgundians—were actually called upon by the Romans for 
protection.^ The land was shared out according to the Roman billeting system. 

In all these new states we find a kingship, but it differs from the old German 
kingship as described by Tacitus, both in size, for it includes great stretches of 
land, and also in the population subject to it. Not only did that population by now 
include numerous Romans, but the Germans themselves came from many different 
tribes. This must have brought about important changes in political structure. 
The folk moot which in the relatively small districts of the earlier tribes (civitates) 
was the supreme political authority, must now have been overshadow^ed by the 
increased military power of the ruling prince in these new and extensive territories.® 
During the wars and migrations there must have been an increase in his following 
and in the number of unfree men, the spoils of war, under his immediate control. 
Now, owing to land-appropriation and actual colonization, much larger stretches 
of land must have come into his possession. As the oldest of the so-called Folk- 
Laws, especially those of the Burgundians and Visigoths, show, he could not only 
give ZW 3 .J the sones, or land shares, accruing to the free members of the tribe under 
the hospitalitas arrangements, but also grant land of his own as a special grace and 
favour {ex largitate or munijicentia regis).^ Similar grants are found in other German 
tribes, where we have no knowledge that the land was shared with the Romans, 
as, for example, among the Franks.^ How was it possible > It has been variously 
explained, principally by the suggestion that the king looked on himself as the 
rightful successor to the banished authority of Rome.® But in this matter distinc¬ 
tions must be made, especially among the Franks. The Frankish monarchy was 
founded by the Salii, who occupied Toxandria as early as the fourtli century and 
retained it even after their subjection by the Emperor Julian, apparently as Roman 
foederatiJ The supremacy of the Roman Empire continued, however, almost 
throughout the fifdi century, in the course of which the development of the 
Frankish kingdom was completed. The Salii continued to serve in the Roman 
army, and King Chlogio and Childeric (d. 481), the father of Clovis, fought under 
Roman leaders against the Huns (451) ^tid the Visigoths. Even when they were ' 
wrongly described as Roman magistri militum^ as in the case of Clovis,® it is quite 
impossible to deny, as Waitz does, that Rome influenced the internal condition 
of the people and the position of the king. ® 

J See above, 93 & 2 See above, 99 ff. ^ See H. Fehr, DJIG. (1921), 31. 

See above, 98 and 100. 3 ggg above, 105. 

See Eichhom, Deutsche Staats~ u. RG.^ i, 60 (or i 158) ; also Gaupp, Die german, Annedelungen 
u. Dandteilungeriy ^[85; P. Roth, Gesch, d. Benefi^.-Wes.f 73 5 H, Brunner, DKG., 293. 

^ See above, 103. 

® See Waitz, VG,, 34, note i, and 38, note 2. 

® See the article ** Konig ** by O. Seeliger in Hoops* RealenzyMopddie d, german, Akertumskde,, 
ill, 71 (1915-16). 
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We have extraordinarily little information about the beginnings of the 
Frankish kingdom, our only source being Gregory of Tours. Now Gregory 
wrote his book a centnij after the formation of the monarchy by Clovis and was 
himself a Christian bishop, who knew little about the early history of the Franks 
and naturally interpreted it in the light of his own catholic and episcopal ideas, 
which were in the direction of an absolute monarchy. His exposition, therefore, 
requires critical examination. The amalgamation of a number of quite independent 
tribes into one single people, subdivided into two large geographical groups, 
may be regarded as complete after the first quarter of the fifth century when the 
Franks were thundering at die gates of Gaul.^ At the end of the fourth 
century w^e hear of kings among both Franks and Alemanni.^ Clovis’ work was 
magnified and his merits much exaggerated by the Catholic clergy, on account of 
his conversion to Catholicism. Their picture has seriously obscured and over¬ 
shadowed all events before his time, and anything that can be learnt of them is, 
therefore, worthy of especial note. Childeric, Clovis’ father, had already waged 
war against the Visigoths, the Saxons, and the Alemanni, and had received new 
grants of land from die Romans in return; he had also attempted to overthrow 
Aegidius, the representative of Roman rule in Gaul. Thus he had already laid 
dow the lines which the Frankish policy of expansion was to follow. We must 
not forget that when Clovis succeeded his father, he was only a boy of fifteen, 
v. Sybel, in accordance with his general theory, regards Childeric as no more than 
a Frankish district-king,^ who in his own land was merely the eldest of an 
unimportant family, and owed his rise solely to the fact that he was in Roman 
service.^ Junghans opposed this view, and pointed out that Childeric fought not 
as an official but as an ally of Rome.® Moreover, we must not forget that other 
Frankish tribes had meanwhile advanced to the left bank of the Rhine as far as 
the Maas, and had occupied the Moselle country. Thus the unification of all these 
kindred peoples, and the amalgamation with other German tribes after Roman 
rule had been finally overcome, were not solely the work of Clovis ; they w^ere 
also the final fruits of a heritage which he had taken over from Cliilderic, 
just as the fate of Syagrius had already threatened his father Aegidius in 
Childeric’s time. 

Thus the foundation of the Frankish state was a gradual process. It was not 
complete in Childeric’s time, but he showed his successor the wuy in which he 
could become independent of Rome. Clovis also at first clung to the old alliance 
with the Romans ; but he reaped where his father had sown, and where the latter 
had not yet been successful, the vigour of youth won the day. There were still 
numerous kings ruling over districts and small tribes among the Franks, but 
Clovis abolished them by force and established a strong unified monarchy. This 
feat has caused much surprise and admiration, but it must be remembered that 
something similar had already been accomplished among the Alemanni, where 
in little more than a century (3 57—486), fourteen to seventeen district and tribal 
kings had had to give wuy before a single monarch. Clovis seems to have showm 
the political instinct so often found in great men, in turning to his own advantage 
the general conditions and tendencies in the smaller states, particularly Chararic’s 

^ W. Schoitze, 2 }eutsche Gesch.^ ii, 47. 

® See Gr^ory of Tours, Hist. Franc., ii, c. 9, for the information which he took from the historical 
work of Sulpicius Alexander, 

» 'v. SyM, op. dt., 29<S. ' 4 301. 

GescL d. Kornge CkUderick u, CModovech (1857), 18, 
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neutral position in the fight against Syagrius. His cunning and murderous actions 
could not have reached the goal so quickly and without resistance, if the people’s 
necessity had not aided and abetted him.^ We can hardly speak of a definite or 
comprehensive political programme drawn up by Clovis, nor wrs the union of all 
the Germans on the right bank of the Rhine due to such a programme, for he did 
not anticipate the division of his kingdom among his sons. Thus we must not 
overlook the fact that the single unified monarchy was only a passing phenomenon. 
German constitutional ideas soon gained the upper hand again. Therefore it is 
impossible to share v. Sybel’s opinion that the Merovingian monarchy was on the 
whole a product of Roman or provincial tendencies.^ v. Sybel himself had to acknow¬ 
ledge that the essence of Clovis’ military power and the chief source of his strength 
lay in the forces that flocked to his flag from his own districts. Gregory of 
Tours’ oft-quoted story about his behaviour in the allotment of booty at Soissons, 
even if it be apocryphal, shows the general feeling of the people ; ihe king, it is 
true, has the leadership, but his will is subordinated to the superior authority 
of the army.^ 

I believe that the official dignity of the Roman consul, which Clovis caused to 
be conferred on himself in 508 by Constantinople, was not the main cause of his 
power, but was only an outward acknowledgment of it by the Eastern emperor, 
an acknowledgment which was valuable to him on account of his many Roman 
subjects. The power itself was already there and grew out of the German military 
kingship which took shape, above all, among tlie new German tribal unions 
during tlie migrations and the struggle against Rome. This process could have 
been assisted not only by the wars against Rome but also by alliance mth her, 
but it was caused by neither. In the last resort its origin is to be found in the 
gradual growth of the power of the German peoples at the expense of Rome, which 
was realized through their consolidation in the new tribal formation,^ The relation 
'oifoederati to Rome, like the bestowal of Roman military titles, was won or granted 
where militar}^ prowess already existed and where individual princes or district 
kings had already come into prominence. When the sources tell us that kings had 
been given by the Romans to certain German tribes, (this is said evenofStilicho 
and the Franks),° it is not to be supposed that the kingship was at that moment 
founded by them, but rather that German army-leaders who had already attained 
power, now obtained support and protection from the Romans against native 
rivals.® Not only the struggle against Rome, but also the alliance with Rome, 
made possible the development of the monarchy and the removal of rival 
district-kings. 

Thus, kingship over a Gau or district was a preliminar}." stage in the transition 
to a single monarchy. Junghans was right in contending that for Childeric the 
kingship of the Gau was the main pivot of all the undertakings for which he 
brought the Franks together from districts which were not immediately under his 
rale. At their head he took part in the wars and movements which shook Gaul 

^ Dahn, op. cit., ii, 79. ^ Ibid., 306. 

^ W. Schultze, Deutsche Geschichte^ ii, 57. 

^ This is seen very clearly in die latest work of L. Wirtz on the union of the Frankish tribes 
of the Rhineland, Bonner Jhb., cxxii, 187 ff. (1912). 

^ See Claudian, De consulatu Stilzchonzs, i, v. 237; Francia reges quos dederis. MG. AA., x, 197. 

® Thus, in place of the two kings, Marcomer and Sunno, the leaders of the Frankish war-party,. 
Stilicho had other princes who were loyal to him chosen as kings. Op. cit., v. 240 ff.;, cf. F. Dahn, 
Deutsche Gesch. (Heeren-Ukert), ii, 14 (1888). 













,gg EUR0PE.4N CIVILIZATION 

at that time. He stood in the looser connection of an ally with the Roman 
rulers.^ 

In support of his Roman theory v. Sybel brings for^^ard the case of the 
Anglo-Saxons and the Lombards, and at once gets into considerable difficulties,^ 
for, among the Anglo-Saxons development was slower and less complete than 
amono- the Franks and Goths. A large number of small states under independent 
kings continued to exist, and it was only in the seventh century that brave and 
fortunate rulers succeeded in gaining sway over larger territories, until finally 
the victories of Wessex united all the Germanic land on the island into a single 
whole .2 These facts indicate that in England, too, there was a transitional stage 
betv^een the old democratic constitution and the monarchy, i.e. the small or Gau 
kingship is found here also, from which the monarchy subsequently developed, 
owing mainly to die superior military prowess of individual Gau-kings.^ Here, 
too, the importance of the German following as a contributory cause of this 
development is clear. Bede says that King Oswin was so famous that the most 
prominent men pressed from all sides into his service.^ 

Von SybeFs tlieory derives even less support from the history of the 
Lombards than it does from that of the Anglo-Saxons.^ For among the Lombards 
concentration of power in the hands of one ruler, combining the rights of a tribal 
prince and a king, did not follow as a result of holding a Roman office, as it did 
in the case of the Ostrogodi Theodoric. The official title of the Lombard ruler was 
Tex gentis LatigohctTdoTUfn^ and no connection with Rome is expressed by it.*^ Even 
diough Roman influence in general was strong among the Lombards in Italy,® the 
German basis of the kingship is obvious. Although it was already hereditary, 
the king was confirmed in his power by election and was raised upon shields in the 
army assembly; this practice was followed even when a father took his son as co-ruler 
during his own lifetime. The Laws of Rothari, the Lombard judicial code, were 
formally adopted and confirmed by die assembly of fighting-men.® 

Let us now examine what is said to have been the second cause of the develop¬ 
ment of die monarchy among the German peoples, namely Christianity or, 
rather, the Roman Church. In 1848 Kemble pointed out the support given by 
the clergy to the kingship, influenced as they were not only by their Roman 
conceptions of emperor and pope but also by Christ’s teachings about submission 
to the powers that be.^® Tliis is certainly correct and its consequences are not to 
be underestimated, but it is far more questionable whether it is consistent to 
conclude that monarchies were thereby brought into existence as something new 
and fundamentally different from the old German constitution. Kemble himself 
merely assumed that the introduction of Christianity, which, like the episcopal 
constitution, had accustomed the people to a more centralized and exclusive 
use of authority, helped to make die new system, the monarchy, a lasting one. 
We must not overlook the fact that in seeking to explain die position of the 
over-king (Bretwalda) he expressly stated that it was not influenced by or imitated 
from die church system.^ 

^ Jimglians, op. cit., 19. ^ See Germ, edit., ii®, 62. ^ Ibid., 337. 

^ See: also Cbadwids:, The Origin af the English Nation (1907), 144'ff., 178 ff.; and his The 
Heroic Age (1912), 376 ffl, and v- Sdiwerin, art. “ Konig B. in Hoops* Reallexikon^ iii, 74. 

® Hist., iii, 14, para. 189; ad eius mirusterium noiilissimi concurrehant. 

® C£ Germ, edit, ii®, 63 £ Hartmann, Gesch. ItaL, ii, 2, 30. 

* See.aboYe, 93 ff. ® See note 7. 

, -t®. The Sttxons in England, n. edit, ii, 26 (1876). 


Ibid., ii, 15. 
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It is probable that in this matter scholars have been too much influenced by 
the impression given by Frankish conditions, especially under Clovis. The 
Church supported him only because it ardently desired him to spread Catholicism 
among those neighbouring states which clung to Aryanism.^ After his death, 
Frankish history shows how little the Church was concerned methodically, and in 
all circumstances, to further the development of a strong monarchical power. 
In spite of its influence it did not prevent the partition of the kingdom into four 
and the abolition of the monarchy, any more than it did so among the Lombards 
under the Catholic Aripert. The position is even plainer in the case of the Visi¬ 
goths. Here the Catholic Church, i.e. the bishops, who had gained much power 
in the state after King Recared’s conversion (587), vigorously supported the 
rebellion of the Gothic Count Sisenand against King Swinthila, when the latter 
attempted to limit the power of the nobles, which had already become a danger 
to the monarchy, and to set up a strong royal rule (631).^ Later King Kindasvint, 
when making a fresh attempt of this nature in 641, again found the Church 
against him, although he was himself a zealous Christian. 

The political position of the Church is obvious. It supported kingly authority 
wherever, and in so far as, it hoped for the increase and expansion of its own p ower 
therefrom; but if a strong monarchy threatened its power with diminution, 
the Church did not hesitate for a moment to attack that monarchy. In justification 
of this it was easy enough to produce apt texts from the Bible and from Christ’s 
teaching, and to use them successfully. The call to reverence the law, warnings 
against t5n:anny and sinful lust for power, and the summons to the Church to protect 
the poor and oppressed, were used for this purpose. We find these arguments 
advanced by the fourth council of Toledo in 633, after the deposition 
of King Swinthila, to justify the action of the Church. 

The monarchy, as we have already pointed out, was also in existence among 
the Anglo-Saxons in the fifth century before the time of Augustine.^ On the other 
hand, the expansion of the Roman ecclesiastical system and ecclesiastical unity in 
the seventh century did not immediately lead to a single consolidated monarchy. 
There were seven or eight smaller kingdoms in existence for several centuries, 
and unity did not come until the tenth century. One of the finest historians of 
the English constitution. Bishop Stubbs, has stated that this political unity 
cannot have been due solely to the unity of the Church, which may have helped 
but cannot have caused it.^ Indeed, he considers it a mistake to say that clerical 
influence was one of the chief reasons for the increase of kingly power. ^ Union 
came gradually, after several attempts at it in Kent, Northumbria, and Mercia had 
come to grief. The West Saxon dynasty succeeded in abolishing the smaller king- 
ships because of its military success against the Danes, who had conquered the 
other kings.® A military organization, the necessity for maintaining it per¬ 
manently on account of constant threats of war from without, above all the 
importance of an experienced and well-armed following, these were decisive 
factors in developing a superior monarchy, which began at the end of tlie sixth 
century. Moreover, the episcopal rule of the Church, even though a monarchical 
system, would lead, if imitated, to a co-ordination of the rulers of small districts 

^ See below, chap, viii, The Church, 

^ Dahn, Konige, v, 186 ff. ® See above, 18S, 

^ The Constitutional History of England, i®, 170. 

® Ibid., 178. ® Ibid., 174. 
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rather than to rigid centralization under one strong sovereign power. I need only 
refer to the influence of the late Roman civitates in Gaul ^ and to their importance 
in the development of the episcopal dioceses. This episcopal system would make a 
much better model for a Gau and local kingship than for the universal power of a 
consolidated monarchy. 

To review our conclusions: these foreign influences^ Roman and 
ecclesiasticalj were undoubtedly instrumental in changing the form of the German 
constitution, and we must not underrate their importance ; but they were not the 
fundamental cause of the change. They helped and furthered tendencies which 
grew oiit of the old German order itself, according as great and recent exigences 
(such as defence against foreign aggression and the safeguarding of the areas of 
settlement) inevitably called diem into existence, and a transformation in the 
distribution of power and authority took place. The practical conclusions drawn by 
the Germans from their experience inthe serxdce of the Romans and as their allies for 
centuries, resulted in the growth of new political forms. Those years of 
apprenticeship and of migration pointed the way to political reorganization and 
at the same time assisted it; but they were neither its cause nor its motive 
force. 

We must examine another reason given for the change. The new nobility, 
whose superior rank was due to close personal contact wdth the king, has been 
regarded as the chief means by which he relegated die old freedom of the people 
to the background ; it has been considered not merely the consequence but the 
cause of a stronger kingship.^ With the aid of this faithful and constantly armed 
court nobility, the king could often act quickly and energetically, in war and in 
peace, without first having to gain the consent of the ponderous folk moot, which, 
in his extended kingdom, was not easily got together nor easily conciliated. But 
this theory revolves round a new nobility, without explaining how’^ one had arisen. 
Furthermore, it assumes that an expansion of the area of the kingdom had already 
taken place. But both of these are new phenomena, which are generally held to 
have .appeared after the consolidation of the m,onarchy. Nor does it enlighten 
us as to how the king managed to do away witli the old limitations (especially 
eii],phasi2ed by Tacitus) of the Germanic kingship. 

Some recent scholars, laying great stress on Roman inflluences, have argued 
in favour of a complete reorganization of the old German constitution by the 
Merovingians, and in particular by Clovis, resulting in a freeing of the kingship from 
the folk moot and exaltation of the ruling personality. They hold that the new 
king was an absolute monarch, ruling without the old de.mocratic limitations and 
without the co-operation of the people.,^ and that in the Gallo-Roman population 
he gained a class of subjects who were accustomed to the oppressive Roman rule, 
with its unlimited authority. This reacted on tlie original Frankish lands and led 
to an extension and consolidation of the royal power.^ But with the informa¬ 
tion now at our disposal about conditions in the late Roman period, especially 
in Gaul, we know that the assumptions from which earlier scholars proceeded 
are not valid. It is not true that the main body of the Roman population was 
immediately under the emperor and directly ruled by him. Public authority had 
already becoine to a great extent feudalized by the great landed proprietors 


" See F- Dahug Konige^ 1, 37. 
* H. .Brunner, DRG.^ ii, 8. 


1 Sgg beloWj Ch.apter viii. 
^ See Germ, .edit., ii^, 70. 
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(potentes) under whose oppression even the freemen suffered.^ According to the 
unanimous testimony of various contemporary winters in Gaul, Spain, and Italy 
the great contrast between Roman and German conditions actually led Romans 
to take refuge with the Germans, because there at least their freedom was assured 
and they were justly treated.^ The real situation is the opposite of that envisaged 
by Brunner. The Gallo-Roman population tried to free itself from the oppression 
under which it suffered and it gained a position of greater freedom under tlie 
new German rulers. 

I have shown above how the main lines of Clovis’ policy were really decided 
by the previous Frankish development under Childeric, which has never been 
sufficiently taken into account. Recent research has tended more and more to show 
that Clovis was really conservative in his attitude to the Gallo-Roman population.® 
Now that his kingdom was becommg so extensive and the number of his provincial 
and non-Frankish subjects was increasing, could he, without endangerino" his 
future, have abandoned the real foundation of his power, which was 
based on his earlier position among the Franks.? Could he have abolished tltose 
German conditions which had appeared advantageous to the Romans themselves 
and had been desired by them It is, at any rate, certain that if Clovis had really 
transferred the Roman system to the Germans, the change would have been to 
the advantage less of the royal power than of that of the great landowners {potentes) 
whOj as later history shows/ considerably limited the kingship. Clovis and his 
immediate successors did not depart very far from the old (German) conditions.^ 
The powers of this new monarchy had really existed from the beginning and earlier 
conditionsJiad not yet been abolished under Clovis.® The assumption that the 
people had no share in law-making is as mistaken as the exaggeration of tlieir 
active participation by Sohm, who went so far as to assume a dualism in Frankish 
law (popular law and royal law). 

j. ~ connection I would emphasize tlie fact that the amalgamation of the 

different Frankish tribes did not depend only on the will of the new monarchy or 
its military power, but on a free decision by the people itself. The entrance of 
the Ripuarii^into the alliance was formally decided by their own assembly. Gregory 
of Tours, with his complete failure to comprehend the Frankish law of blood fued, 
sees nothing but violence and cruel caprice on all hands, to an extent which is 
mstorically quite improbable ^; yet we learn from his account that Clovis, after 
the assassination of the Ripuarian rulers (Sigibert and his son) thought it very 
important thathehimselfshould be properly elected by the people, in the old German 
fashion, and should be recognized as king. He called together the whole Ripuarian 
oik, declared his innocence of the murder of their kings, which he expressly stated 
to be a crime and suggested thay they should enter his protection. Their con- 
mrrence in the bestowal of the kingship upon him was shown by raising him on 
the shield, and by die unanimous vote of the assembly.® Here w^e see repeated 

'^See generally Beaudouin, “Les grandes domaines dans I’empire Romain,” Nouv, Rev, Hist. 

etranger (1897 and 1898), also Kjoeli, Hlmmunite Franque, 14 if. (1910) ; also above, 

^ See above, 91 jff. 
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exactly the procedure described by Tacitus. Perhaps we ought to note that even 
according to Gregoiy of Tours Clovis speaks only of a defensio, a defensive 
alliance entered into by the Ripuarii. 

The important point is that the ruling power of this new monarch reflects 
in all essentials the old rights of the German ruler. It is essentially military and 
judicial. The army-assembly, the Marifeld, was retained under Clovis. It is true 
that the king’s powder seems to have been increased by recent developments, 
by frequent wars, and the expansion of his territory, but the co-operation of the 
people has not been entirely abolished.^ It still appears in the formalities by which 
full freedom w-as given; even in die eighth century diis was done in the king’s 
presence, but not only by him (as it w^as later). And even if this interpretation of 
the Malberg gloss be incorrect and if the king w-ere not legally obliged to summon 
the folk moot,’^ it is probable that in actual practice emancipation usually took 
place on the occasion of an assembly, because in this w^ay full freedom could be 
given and the freed man could enter into the inner circle of freemen.® So it w'as also 
hi judicial affairs. The mallus, the judicial assembly of the people, forms the legal 
side of the constitution.* According to the Salic Law, however, certain legal 
questions (for example, Affatomy) had to be dealt wtith ante regem out in malh 
publico. We see clearly how- first the king co-operated with the popular judicial 
assembly, and then gradually die rights of the latter passed over to him, until 
finally lie had independent judicial rights wtidiout the co-operation of the people. 
Nevertheless die old German moot of the civitas lived on in the tribal moots and 
then in the Frankish Mdrifeld.° It is, indeed, true that the self-determination of the 
people W'as lessened, and that the right of making decisions changed into the less 
important “ acclamation ”, and was finally replaced by a solemn proclamation of 
fixed decisions to the people. The duties of co-regency carried out first by the 
German folk moot, tiien by the tribal moot, and finally by the Frankish Marifeld, 
were transferred to the Optimates, the former council of the moot. But the 
historical connection betw'een the later aristocratic Reichstag and die earlier folk 
moots was preserved. The optimates were considered to some extent to be 
representatives of the people; this is obvious from the fact that the terms 
kingdom, Optimates, and Franks w'ere used indiscriminately for the same thing.® 

These theories are fully supported by the facts which we have already 
established. For in early German times social ranks secundum dignationem 
existed ; the nobility had a privileged position in public life, especially as regards 
political leadership in the folk moot, of which the centre of gravity lay in the 
princes and elders rather than in the people itself.’ Even where die royal laws 
mention only the co-operation of die great men, this does not mean that die people 
present at the Marifeld took no part at all in the proceedings.® The position was 
much the same even in the earliest German moots, i.e. the people did not take an 
active part in the discussions but rendered more or less passive, though by no 

‘ H. Fehr, DRG. (1921), 38 f. 

“ See H. Bnmner, “ Die Freilassung durch Schatzwurf,” AufsStie fur G. W 5 5 S'- 

* See Tacitixs, Germania, c. 13; see also Fehr, ‘‘Landfolge u. Gerichtsfolge i. frank. Recht.^ 
Fesigahe f. R. Sohn, 1914, 387 ff., especially 409. 

* Sohm, op. cit., 63. ® C. Seeliger, op. cit., 35 f. and Germ, edit., ii“, 75 f- 

® Ibid., 37. 

’ R. Schroder, DRG?, 156, also H. Schreuer, “ Das deutsche Konigtum.” SchmoUer's Jh., xKi, 
Si, note I (1918), and E. Schwind, Wiener Rektoratsrede, 1919. Keutgen, op. cit., 27. ^ ^ 

® Schroder, Hiswr. Zeitschr., bodx, 230 (1897) widi reference to the protocol of King Liutprand’s 
decrees of 713 and 720. 
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means superfluous assistance, by ratifying the decisions presented to them by the 
council {Vollbort), 

As a matter of fact, Tacitus’ account of the procedure in the old German 
assembly tallies with this view. We have already seen that tlie oldest and most 
distinguished men had the right of speech after the king.^ The people itself 
assented or dissented. Further, Tacitus expressly says : de minoribm rebus 
principes consultant^ de maioribus omnes^ ita tamen ut ea quoquBy quorum penes 
plebem arhitrium esty apud principes pertractentur? In much of the business, 
tlierefore (for there were certainly many more small matters than great), 
the people were not brought in at all, and even when they were, there was a 
previous discussion among the princes and the nobility, so that the majority of die 
people had only to accept or reject their proposals. In this connection reference 
may be made to the account of the origin of the LexSalicay given in die long preface 
to that code. Four proceres were elected by the Frankish people to draft it; it was 
exhibited in three moots ; and according to the legend the law was passed by the 
Frankish people in a full moot.^ 

The view that the proceres or optimates who took counsel with the king are 
always to be regarded as his seiv^ants, and that their co-operation was part of their 
service and not a decision of the folk moot, is mistaken.^ It is equally impossible 
to consider die potentesy who are so important in Merovingian times, as the servants 
of the king.^ These rich and noble landowners were certainly not all in the 
royal service; and, moreover, -they cannot be described as arising later, for 
they w^ere already in existence in late Roman times and we continue to find them 
during the following period.^ 

Finally another consideration arises in connection with the following. 
The proceres and optimates of the Frankish period, who appear in the folk moots as 
the king’s counsellors, have been understood by those very wTiters who deny 
their co-operation with the king to be the antrustionesy’^ i.e. the king’s following 
itself. Moreover, the king’s counsellors, who, as some scholars say, did not 
represent the people, were the army^men and the suL^ Both groups correspond 
to the followings of the German period. But if we compare wdiat Tacitus tells us 
of the important political influence of great and powerful lords of the comitatus in the 
state ® (on occasion they even decide declarations of war), it is clear that Frankish 
conditions in the royal period are only a direct continuance of the old German 
development. For who could then maintain such a large following } Only the 
king, tile nobility, and the great landowners.^ 

As among the Franks, so also among the other German tribes, we find the 
people co-operating with the king in the discussion of public affairs. I am not 
referring to the Alemanni ^ and Baiuvari,^^ whose laws were made in ducal tribal 
assemblies with the co-operation of the people, because these arose later, in the 
eighth century. But, as we noticed above, R. Schroder proved this co-operation 


^ See above, 179 £ ^ Germama^ c. ii. 

® See R. Sohm, Reicks- u. Gerichtsverfassungy 51 ff.; see also Brunner, DRG^y 435, and 

R. Schroder, Zeitsckr, f RG., N.F., 4, note 218. ^ See Germ, edit., ii% 77- 

® Ibid- and Waitz, FG., ii, 364. See above, 136. 

7 Sickel, ‘‘Die Enstehung der frank. Monarchie,’* Westd, Zdtschr, i, 226; ii, 310. 

® Ibid-, i, 227. ® Germamay c. 13. 

See i)ove, 180 £ See H. Brunner, DRG.. 451. 

Ibid., 457*' 
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in the case of tlie Lombards.^ Moreover, besides royal laws made by the ruler 
alone, there were also laws agreed to by tlie people.^ 

An argument ex siientio cannot be pleaded in the case of die Visigoths, 
because the earliest laws of King Euric have come down to us only in fragments and 
without the beginning, where w^e might have expected to find some information 
about the co-operation of all or some of the people.® In any case, Euric’s successor, 

King Alaric II (485-507), caused a commission of men learned in the law to put 
together the laws intended for the Roman provincials (Lex Romana Visigothorum) 
and in 506 he submitted their work to an assembly of bishops and provincials for 
their approval^ Moreover, we have evidence of an army assembly here in 455, I 

which discussed political questions under the king’s leadership.® The army like- j 

wise influenced Alaric IPs actions in the battle of Vougle against his will,® and j 

in 506 an assensus suorum totius regni to his financial demands is mentioned.'^ i 

The folk army also sat in judgment, for instance, on Paulus.^ After the acceptance I 

of Catholicism, the influence of the councils became very important and in Spain, 
as we know, important laymen also took a share in their deliberations, so that they 
really became national assemblies.® 

Among the Burgundians there is unmistakable evidence of the co-operation 
of the chief men, both in law-giving and in other public affairs. The fact that at 
times only the counts and not the optimates are mentioned does not prove that this 
help was merely given as a royal service, for cases may also be found where the counts 
are not mentioned and the optimates are.^® Moreover, the prima constitutio especially 
mentions not only the consent of the counts, but also the fact that this law was 
the result of the general consent of all.^ Secretan concluded from this that the 
royal power was limited by the assembly of great men who represented the nation 
before the king, and that the consent of the whole nation was considered necessary.^® 

This is also borne out by the fact that the conclusions of the assembly of Amberieux 
(501) which were added to the Burgundian Law were settled by the king, accord¬ 
ing to the preamble, in conventu Burgimdionum?-^ In the text itself, however, only 
negotiations with the counts are mentioned.^^ Obviously these negotiations were 
conducted, as in German times, according to Tacitus, but the princes or the nobility 
and then the folk moot gave its consent to the decisions which had been reached. 

A similar procedure may be observed among the Anglo-Saxons. It has been 
shown by Chadwick, who is especially concerned witli the earliest national 
councils^® that there is proof of the co-operation of principes as early as Hlothar 
(679). He has proved that among the Anglo-Saxons, especially in Northumber¬ 
land, at this period, principes and optimates^ sapientes^ maiores natu actually formed 

. ^ See aBove, 192. 2 Sickel, op. dt., ii, 319. 

® See Zeumer in Nemn Archiv., xxiii, 471. 

^ IBid., 374. 

^ SeC' Apoliinaris Sidonlusj vii, 452; MG, AA., viii, 214. 

® Procopius, BAL Got.^ i, 12, 

Avzti P€tracorici eremitae vita Acta SS. ij. Jimi, tom. lii, 361 f. 

® Juliam Tolet. luducium in tyranms. Bouquet, Recueil des Historiens des Gaules^ ii, 71S C. 

See Chapters YU and 'VUI below. 

See the beginning of the Lex Hundoiada, MG. LL., sect, i, 2, 29. 

Op. cit., .34. 

‘‘Le premier royaume de Bourgogne,’* Man. et docum, puhBees par la Soc. d’Jdist. de la Suisse 
Romande^ xxxiv, 136 S. (1S6S). 
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such a council for the Idng {regls comiiiara\ but that Bede was not using the 
words mimstri or comhes in this sensed Moreover^ besides the smaller council of 
die Witenagemot, Stubbs assumes that in that early period there were also larger 
folk moots, which came together on special occasions of great and general 
importance, without, however, having any definite organization or being repre¬ 
sentative in the modern sensed 

Finally, there is also proof of an essentially similar development among the 
North German peoples. The proclamation of the law {uppsaga) w'as made by the 
law-giver in the Allthing; if there were no dissentient voice from the council 
or committee of law-givers {Idgrkta)^ the law was passed by die silent consent of 
the legal assemblyd Here also we find a later tendency, especially in Iceland and 
Norv^ay, for the body of freemen to be relegated to the background by an assembly 
of nobles summoned by the klng.^ 

This similarity in the constitutions of the different German peoples indicates 
that at bottom the old national system determined their development, however 
much die influences of the Church and of Rome might help or hinder it. The 
bases of the old constitution were retained; it is merely that they have been 
pictured as too primitive and rigid. If we accept the view^ that in the time of 
Tacitus there were no longer any republics where all freemen had equal rights, and 
diat diese freemen w^ere not without social differences, it is easier to understand 
the new conditions. An absolute monarchy did not develop evenly and appear 
ever}where at the same moment, bringing the republican period to a close and 
opening up a new age, which again made way for the rule of the nobles, who w^ere 
called into being by the tyranny of that transition period. The transformation 
of the old popular constitution by the increasing importance of the aristocracy 
and by die grow'di of their power at the expense of that of the people had already 
been in process for a long time. We saw that even die early German period, as it 
appears in Tacitus, had a strong aristocratic stratum, and this was now strengthened 
by the foundation of states on Roman soil. Economic and social conditions had a 
profound influence on the new developments. This is clearly seen in the division 
of land betV‘"een Germans and Romans in Italy, Spain, Gaul, and Burgundy.® 
But even where there was no definite division of the land, as perhaps in the case of 
the Franks, the fact that the kings and army-leaders succeeded to the rich land of 
the Roman® brought about a similar development. Everywhere, not only 
the king, but also the military authorities entered into the possession of vast 
estates. 

A new influence was soon added which inevitably led in the same direction, 
i.e. the acceptance of Christianity and especially of Catholicism, which was 
gradually adopted by these German states. At that time not only had the Catholic 
Church developed its episcopal system and so received an aristocratic impress,^ 
but already in Roman times it was being organized on the basis of great estates, 
especially so far as its main representatives and spiritual leaders were concerned. 
In the transition period these bishops often belonged to Roman senatorial families 
and therefore had the disposal of fiscal estates, but even where this was not the case 

^ Chadwick, op. cit., 333. 2 op. dt, i®, 121. 

Konr. Klaurer, ** Das Alter des Gesetzsprecheramtes in Norw^egen,” Festgalef j 4 rndts, Miinch.en, 
r ■ ^ i Sdiroda-, Zeitschr. d. Sarigny-Stiftimg f, PG., N.F., iv, 218, and K. Ldamann, Deutsche 
luL-Ztg.., 1883, Sp. 1437. 

* See V. Amira, Grundrissy third edit., 80. 

229. 
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the same result was quickly brought about by the numerous gifts made to the 
Church; so that at the time wdien the new Germanic monarchy was formed, about 
the end of the fifth century, an aristocratic tendency was obvious both in the 
economic and in the social sphere. 

Among die German peoples, aristocracy until that time had been mainly 
based on birdi, on the renowm of certain families, and on personal prow^ess. The 
permanent settlement of definite territories and die fixing of state-boundaries 
reacted in the same direction, for as the new authorities had permanent power over 
a certain defined territory, so also the rights of,the new rulers of the state w^ere 
strengthened and extended." Here, too, the foundations for such a development 
had existed from early times. The old German principle mentioned by Tacitus, 
that all booty and conquered lands should be apportioned secundum dignationem^ 
w^as now applied to the whole of the landed property, according as the place of 
movables, wdiich, during the great migrations and military expeditions, were the 
chief article of booty and the measure of militar}^ success, w^s being taken by land, 
w^hich W'Us now^ passing into the permanent possession of the victors. Kings and army- 
leaders not only obtained extensive lands for themselves but were able to make use 
of these to reward tliose w^ho helped them in w^ar time, especially their followings and 
political adherents. The king w^as now^ able, from the estates which fell to his lot, to 
make gifts of land to all who entered his service, and in the same way to reward the 
personal loyalty of individuals. The legal peculiarity of these early German 
gifts of land, and their great political importance, has not been fully taken into 
account. At all events they played a large part in the reorganization of the old 
German constitution, and indeed they provide us with a key to the understanding 
of later political developments. If these Merovingian and Agilolfing land-grants 
were determined by considerations of a personal nature, such as securing loyalty 
to the overlord, and entitled the donor to demand services, then a new^ light is 
shed on political events within the Frankish kingdom soon after the death of 
Clovis. Not only the immediate entourage of the ruler, but much wider circles 
took part in the great civil wars, on account of their duty as vassals; they 
owed service to the king or to an overlord, from whom they had received land, 
and WTre thus directly involved in these troubles. It now becomes still clearer why 
even the church dignitaries, and in. particular the bishops, w'ere drawn into 
w^ordly affairs, not so much into the affairs of the state, w^hich as a legal entity 
.hardly yet laid claim to such service from the people,^ as into the affairs of the king 
himself. Owing to the rich gifts of land made to the Church, chiefly from the 
king’s property, he had a direct claim on it, and it was also possible for him to 
resume such Church property for his owm purposes, and especially for military 
necessities'. 

We must not overlook the fact that the Church itself defined die king’s 
relationship to it as a protective one, and acted accordingly. It placed itself under 
his protection and considered that it w^as his duty to act as its defence and shield, 
as we see from the ecclesiastical formulae used in the sources. What this meant 
in the old German constitution is shown very clearly in the Saxon-translation 
of the Bible, w 4 ich treats the disdples of Jesus as companions in batde of the 
H:eaveiily King. For the protecting overlord such a relationship involved not only 
duties but also corresponding rights over his ciientes. 

We must .bear in mind this aspect of German law if we are to understau'd 
^ See above, 3S £ 2 Germ, edit., ii'S 85 note 441., 
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aright the close connection between state and Church in the Middle Ages. The 
constitutional position of the Church in Merovingian law- w^as quite different from 
that which it occupied in Roman hw,^ The indissoluble bond betw^een state 
and ciiurch wns not an imitation of late Roman conditions nor w^as it analagous 
to them ”.2 The alteration in the kingship w^as brought about exclusively by the 
internal conditions and external relations of the Frankish kingdom itself. '^The 
mayors of the palace w^ere not the first to draw upon ecclesiastical property. The 
practice w-as current much earlier, in the Merovingian kingdom of tlie sixth 
cenmiy^,^ and it w^as not first brought about, as Brunner believed/ by the w-ars 
against the Saracens. It had existed from the time that Clovis w^as converted to 
Catholicism and at once bound the bishops to the sendee of the king.^ Even in 
the sixth centur}^ the Frankish kings appropriated church property, and gave it to 
their followings. Waitz w^as right in insisting that the king retained rights of 
disposal over the lands given to the Church,® but at the same time it must be under¬ 
stood that all the royal gifts w-ere not uniform and exactly alike. There w^ere two 
kinds of land grants among the Merovingians: those wLich created permanent 
and hereditary possession, and those which could eventually be resumed again 
by the donor. 

This close connection of Church and monarchy w-as a new source of social 
differentiation, since It led to the formation of aristocratic groups. It derived its 
importance from tlie capacity of conferring a distinction, which the service of the 
king came to exercise in an ever greater degree. This w-as a tradition from old 
German times. According as the fame and powder of the lord increased, so also 
his following and servants grew in importance.® After die creation of the monarchy 
in the larger territories, this tendency must have been all the more noticeable, 
because the king s power over the old folk moot had also considerably increased. 
It is comprehensible that the men in the immediate entourage of the new king, 
on whom he bestowed offices, w-ould be especially distinguished, as is shown by 
^ fact that they had a higher wergeld; this is the case not only among the Frank¬ 
ish ® but also among the Lombard gasindi^^^ and the Anglo-Saxon 

gesiths and thegnsd^ It must be remembered, how^ever, that this privilege w^as 
^tached, not to the man, but to his office, to the servd,ce w^hich he owed the king. 
Other royal servants beside the antrustiones possessed it, such as the sacebaro^ the 
comites^ and the missi. The sum w^as not fixed by a general rule, (for example) at three 
times the amount of the freeman’s w^ergeld, but was calculated for each individual; 
the correct sum for each man according to his birth and race was multiplied by 
three, and this held good only for the time that he was in tlie king’s service. 

These royal followers were also given landed estates, wffiich w^ere likewise 
to some extent a temporary gift; if the service to the king ceased, the land given 

^ Loening, Das Kirchenrecht zm Reiche der Merowinger^ ii, i 6 and 30. 
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for it by the king ws taken away again,^ Here is yet another proof that the old 
German following was the real foundation of the later development. Moreover, 
there w'as no essential difference bemeen Frankish and Anglo-Saxon evolution, 
Bede’s account of King Oswin (d. 651) agrees exactly with Tacitus’ statement 
about the German comitatus, i.e. that their reputation and high renown in war 
attracted the youth of neighbouring tribes, who in their desire for military activity 
left home and went to other lands.^ The Anglo-Saxon sources tell us how these 
rovai followers {minutri) w^ere furnished with lands on the specific condition of 
service in v/ar. This is not a peculiarity of Anglo-Saxon development, nor is 
there any reason to suppose that it influenced Frankish custom. The edict of 
King Chilperic (561-584), which is remarkable as being the result of negotiations 
betv-een the king and tlie abtimates vel antrmtiones^ recognizes grants of land from 
the king to the leudes as a custom existing in his fadier’s time.^ Moreover, Waitz 
has pointed out otiier sources which show^ a similar custom among the Visigoths 
as well as the Anglo-Saxons. They make it clear that these leudes were given 
benejicia by the king especially in order to discharge military service, and that on 
these occasions it w^s possible for them to win land for themselves.^ 

It is clear that these men, with their social and legal privileges (wergeld and 
judicial status) w^ere able, owing to the official part wffiich they played in the royal 
sendee, to add other estates to tliose already granted them by the king. It may 
be that they did so, as the Visigothic law indicates, in war (as booty ?), or that the 
Church, dependent on the protection of the king and his officials, used them as 
advocati or agentes^ It may be that they seized unjusdy and by force beneficia 
wffiich had become free, or other estates. Also it is to be observed that the fourth 
Council of Orleans in 541 was strongly opposed to the practice of claiming and 
appropriating church property subpotentum nomine adquepatrocinio,^ The Council 
of Mapon in 585 spoke still more vigorously against it; here it is a common 
complaint that the royal servants and following, as w^ell as the secular authorities, 
seize other men’s lands and drive out their owmers.*^ Clearly, the usurpation of 
ecclesiastical and other property was then widespread, and it was possible, especially 
for the royal sen-nnts, to do this without scruple, on account of dieir office and 
their privileged and therefore protected position. The same complaints occur 
among the Visigoths ^; the royal officials were abusing their powder by enriching 
themselves at other people’s expense.® 

This process of development In the German constitution, as important as it 
is difficult to follow, was soon furthered in the new kingdoms by divisions and 
internal conflicts, wffiich began as early as the death of Clovis in 511. The division 
of the Frankish kingdom among his four sons not only diminished and broke 
the royal powder, but also brought about friction betw^een the new and rival states, 
so that various hostile parties w-ere bound to arise- The rebellions in these 
succession states, which broke out not long after Clovis’ death,involved the 

^ CL the references in the sources given by P, Roth, Gesch. d. Benefiizalwes., 216, and his FeudaUtat 
u, Untertamnverhand^ 57 ff. 
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neighbouring petty kings, owing to the minority of his sons, who were now called 
to the tlirone. After Theudeberf s death (d. 548), the royal family itself quarrelled, 
for Cliramn, the son of King Clothar, repeatedly rose against his father. This 
rebellion provided a new excuse for the other succession kingdoms to interfere 
as well as neighbouring tribes who w^ere less closely dependent on then. Chramn 
was supported not only by his uncle, Childebert, but also by the Saxons, who were 
subject to the Franks.^ Thus there began a movement which could no longer 
be stopped by the power of great individual kings, and as the monarchy declined 
the kingdom fell to pieces. The more vigorous the separatist movements were, and 
the more powerful the optimates became in the succession states, the less they 
welcomed any attempt to restore the unity of the kingdom. If it was restored for a 
time, this fact merely made the new aristocracy more determined to frustrate all 
efforts of the kind in future. 

The events which took place after the death of Clothar (561) provide an 
especially characteristic example of this. He had once more united the whole 
kingdom of the Franks ; now it was divided among his four sons. The internal 
warfare broke out all over again ; not only did Brittany break away and assert 
its independence (a sign of the declining power of the monarchy), but the civil 
wars after the death of King Charibert (567) still further increased die power of the 
nobles. It is impossible properly to understand the history of the Frankish king¬ 
dom during the period of the two she-devils, Brunhild and Fredegund, if we see 
in it merely a horrible family quarrel, the terrible degeneration of the Merovingian 
royal family, or even the personal vendetta of two royal women.^ As a result of 
this internal strife there came about a fundamental change in the constitution ; the 
religious and secular aristocracy, which had been in the ascendancy for some time, 
now gained the upper hand of the old monarchy. In 575 Fredegund ordered the 
assassination of King Sigibert, after his victorious entry into Paris, when Chilperic's 
nobles had deserted their master and turned to him. Sigibert’s son, Childebert 11 , 
was only five years old, and the nobles of Austrasia took advantage of this 
favourable opportunity to seize all power for themselves. 

Their great chance came when Chilperic was assassinated in 584, for his heir 
in Neustria, Clothar II, was a child of four months, while the Austrasian ruler was 
only fourteen, and in Burgundy a weak and undecided old man, Guntram, was on 
the throne. It is not surprising that the nobles now rose decisively against the 
central power; and even though the rebellion of Gundovald, the illegitimate son 
of Clodiar I the first open revolt of the nobility against the monarchy 
failed owing to the coalition of the Austrasian and Burgundian monarchies, yet tliis 
aristocracy rose again in 587 on behalf of Fredegund, and prevented her from being 
punished for her murderous deeds. Brunhild, her great political rival, tried to 
raise the fallen monarchy again, and was able to rely on tlie support of her people, 
who were in rebellion against the nobles (Treaty of Andelot, 587). But the restora¬ 
tion of the unity of the monarchy, which was achieved by Childebert II after 
Guntram’s death (592), did not avail to save the kingdom from its certain fate. He 
died in 595 and left only two young sons of eight and nine years, and this gave the 
nobles the chance to desert Brunhild, whose power had increased enormously. 
Two separate kingdoms were established and in three years dvil war broke out 
again. A military revolt against Brunhild’s mayor of the palace destroyed her 
power, and the quarrel which sprang up between the brofhers, Theuderic and 
^ W. Schultze, ibid., 124. - W. Schultze, op. cit., ii, 127. ^ Ibid., ii, 155. 
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Theudebert, ended finally after the terrible murder of Brunhild, in a complete 
victory of the nobility over the monarchy; for even though Clothar II had sole 
power in the kingdom, the might of the aristocracy was decisively confirmed 
as is plain from the famous edict of that king in 614. This was the Magna Carta 
libertatum of the all-powerful religious and secular aristocracy, the formal 
concession of rights which they had won de facto in these long wzrsd 

This edict of Clothar II ^ was the result of discussions at a national 
council, which sat in Paris at the same time as a council of bishops.^ The kino* was 
acting in this cum ponteficihus vel tarn magnis viris optemadbits out fidelibus 
nosiris. The edict and the treaty of Andelot (587) ^ show traces of the confusion 
of the preceding period, but they are also the finished product of the process which 
had meanwhile taken place. Religious and secular nobles, bishops and potentes 
appear as great landowmers whose property lies in many districts.^ They are 
already in possession of immunities and have, above all, the so-called right of 
representation before public justice.® These important rights must have given 
their possessors a privileged position, which, in consequence of the refusal of 
entry^ to all royal officials, was secure against attacks from die royal power.'^ 
For the immunity of the potentes existed not only where the land came from the 
king, but also where it never had belonged to the fiscus ^; it was a personal 
favour granted to individual nobles, religious and secular, and included all their 
lands.® The king granted it in return for ser\dces rendered, with the purpose of 
increasing their indebtedness to him and keeping them loyal. The king’s policy 
of creating a firm support for himself in a time of confusion is seen here as clearly 
as in the grants of land. The nobles, for their part, endeavoured to free themselves 
from the power of the royal officials and to place themselves immediately under the 
king. The civil wars gave them the opportunity to achieve their desire. 

Certain clauses in the treaty of Andelot (587) show us the course of this 
process in detail. Anything which the Frankish Hngs gave after the death of 
Clothar to the Church or her subjects, was to be held in perpetuity. But if per 
interregna any property had been taken from anyone without justification, it was 
to be restored to him by a legal decision- The same was decreed with regard to 
those lands which had once been held per munificentiam of the preceding kings 
up to tlie death of Clothar. Neither of the contracting kings was to injure the 
leudes of the other, or receive them if they wished to go over to him. The sanction 
at the end of the treaty is particularly noteworthy. The best security tliat can be 
given against any infringement of these stipulations is the threat of the loss of all 
beneficia- 

'Tu struggles after the death of Clothar I. 

ey brought about immense changes among the leudes in the different small 
togdoms,^® among which we must reckon the general restitution of land ordained 
m meir favour by the edict of Clothar IT, which stated that everything which they 

had meanwhile lost by loyaltj' to their lords should be restored to them in full.“ 
t IS ere that we may see the real nature of these important decrees j they repre- 
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sent the completion of a process which had begun long before, rather than the 
beginning of a new development. Consequently I do not agree ^ that the edict 
is a “ turning-point ”, at which, after “ great tension ”, the royal power at last 
begins to weaken, for the anti-monarchical forces were not for the first time 
pressing forward victoriously after Brunhild’s death. Rather it is the harvest of 
seed sown long before, and now ripened. The many sheaves brought home show 
that there is no question here of a beginning.^ It was not merely that the kincr was 
being forced, “by pressure from the nobility of office which had grown “reat 
in the royal service, to make a number of concessions and to promise the abolttion 
of abuses.” For these rights were promised not only to the nobility of office, but 
still more to the episcopi etpoientes. Moreover, Clothar II issued a mandate to the 
royal officials {agentes), the so-called Praeceptio Clotharii //,3 which impresses 
on them, to some extent at least, the importance of observing the rights granted 
thereby. Not a few of those rights are directed against the royal officials and are 
intended as a protection against them. For instance the right of immunitv and 
many of the other stipulations involve a considerable decrease in their official 
authority.^ In discussing these, Waitz remarked that most of them were directed 
against the king.® This explains the Praeceptio of Clothar H; a special royal 
decree was necessary in order to ensure obedience to the edict.® 

This leads us to one of the main problems of early constimtional and social 
history, to which it is more essential than ever to find an answer, as a consideration 
of Ciomar II s edict shows. The problem is crucial for an understandino- of the 
internal development of the Frankish kingdom for it links on to the questions 
imsed by other social changes of the time and is therefore intimately related to 
the essential transformation of society. We shall now consider it in a separate 
chapter. ^ 


^ See Germ, edit., 94 £ 

j It is repeatedly emphasized in the Edict that it is a question of maintaining ri<rhts which were 
already m^e.^swnce. _ Seedte &r «e«/indicated in the opening phrases, op. cit., zo,“and\ p on ^atiom 






Chapter VII 


THE REORGANIZATION OF SOCIETY 

T he accepted theory that the nobility originated in the age of the barbarian 
kingdoms, in the first place among the Franks, is the result more of speculation 
than of a careful analysis of the sources. How have scholars arrived at this view ? 
In the first place it arose naturally out of the fundamental hypotheses which pre¬ 
vailed concerning die previous Germanic period. If, during that time, there was 
a republican constitution, in which all power rested with the people and all freemen 
had equal rights, so that there was no especially privileged nobility,^ then it seemed 
obvious that there could have beeen no such nobility in the earlier Frankish period. 
This negative argument was supplemented by a positive one drawn from the Lex 
which was for long regarded as the main source of information for early 
Frankish conditions, and wRich does not mention a nobility. Consequendy, it is 
argued, no such nobility existed. But is this conclusion really justifiable } Important 
jurists ^ had already shown that in the case of the Lex Salica an argument ex silentio 
of this sort proves nothing. Many important judicial questions, such, for example, 
as the right of inheritance, are not mentioned in it, even though they must already 
have been in existence; the object of the law was not to give a complete account 
of the Salic order of inheritance. 

It has often been alleged, moreover, that in earlier times a nobility of birth 
of this sort existed among the Franks also, but was afterwards destroyed or 
deprived of its privileges by the monarchy,^ This explanation is, in fact, contra¬ 
dicted by all our other information on the matter. It is unlikely that a nobility of 
birth should have been non-existent among the Franks, when its existence can be 
proved among all the other tribes. Moreover, diere is nothing in the history of the 
early Frankish monarchy to support the hypothesis of a destruction or even of a 
suppression of the nobility. It cannot reasonably be assumed that the first kings, 
who on the whole were conservative in their domestic policy, (especially Clovis), 
got rid of their old folk nobility just at the moment when they found themselves 
in their new state with its extensive provincial territory, face to face widi a Roman 
nobility, the power of which rested on great landed properties. This old nobility 
consisted, indeed, of the lords of “ followings ’’ who were the doughtiest in war 
and the most renowmed among the people.^ 

The main point, however, is that we have a sufficient number of certain 
proofs of the existence of such a nobilityA These show that importance was 
attached not only to free birth or descent, but also to the possession of important 
and illustrious parents or ancestors, and men extolled the antiquity and splendour 
of a house, which was handed down to its children and secured for them a more 

^, See above, 178 C 

“ See V. Amira, Erhenfoige und Werwandtschaftsgliederimg, 1S74, 2 £ ; and O. Gierke, “Erbrecht 
u. Vicinenerbrecbt im Edikt Chilpeiiches *’ in Zdtschr. f, RG., xii, 439 ff. 

® See Germ, edit.,, ii\ 98. 

^ See Genn. edit., ii,% 98 £ 

® See the collection of sources in Dahn, Kdmge, vii, i, 143. 
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honourable position during their youth, or at their first entrance into the service 
of the stated Is not this the same picture which Tacitus draws of the adulescentuli 
who derive a princely position from insignis nobilitas out magna patrum 
menta ? « Men who are not yet in the king’s service, as, for example, Saint 
Furseus, later abbot of Lagny, are similarly described^ Waitz refused to consider 
these members of old and important families of Frankish origin as a true nobility, 
but he had to acknowledge that within the new Frankish aristocracy, which had 
arisen owing to increasing wealth and the influence of royal oSices, there must have 
been “ men who had been members of the old German nobility.” * As for the 
homo Francus of the Lex Chamavorum, distinguished by his rich landed 
property and his threefold wergeld, his presence can only be explained in the litrht 
of such an old Germanic class. 

^ Finally, let us take the main explanation given as to the origin of the Frankish 
nobility, namely that it was merely a nobility of service. Waitz, though a 
supporter of this theory, made the following acute observation : “ it must not be 
forgotten that service, even though ro}^! service, is in contradistinction to the 
idea of nobility, and the duty which it imposes must be subordinate to the privileo'e 
which it gRes before it can be regarded as the basis of a privtileged class.” ® He 
points^out that a real nobility must be hereditary not merely in theory, but in 
law; “ and it never reached that stage either then or at any time in the whole 
Frankish period.” If we follow this reasoning to its logical conclusion, the very 
basis of the old theory of a nobility of service is undermined. For a Frankish 
nobility is proved to have been in existence considerably earlier, at latest by the 
Edict of Clothar in 614. The great majority of royal officials (agentes) were 
certainly not reckoned among the nobility at that time but were actually opposed to 
it, as may be proved from a comparison of the Praeceptio of Clothar II with his 
edict.® In particular, the office of Count (Graf) itself was still not hereditary in the 
Merovingian period or even in early Carolingian times.’’ It should also be 
observ'ed that, besides the sources quoted by Waitz to prove the existence of a 
superior class above the freemen, we also have the Praeceptum Ckildeberti regis 
Ch 1-558), where at the end, in the sanction formula, a distinction is made between 
the sen^iles personae^ the ingenuus, and, finally, an honorador persona. According 

punishment for an infringement of the royal decree seems to be 
differently graded.® 

An ancient nobility was undoubtedly also to be found among the Franks. 
In so far as the theory of royal service is tenable, it supports the assumption that 
h^e, too, w'e have a continuous development from early German conditions, 
yie royal service certainly did not appear for the first time in the Frankish period, 

but was already iii existence in the time of Tacitus and could confer distinction then. 

If in mose early times noble youths were already entering eagerly into the service 
o ruling princes,® it is obvious that when a much mightier and more renowned 
monarchy had developed among the Franks, these old German conditions per¬ 
ked and there were even greater opportunities for maintaining the nobility. 

1 here was no need to create a new nobility, since this ostensibly new motive 


\ note 2. 2 QQrmama., c, 13see above, iSo. 

me Vita Fursei, c. i; MG, SS, rer. jlleroy., iv, 434. 
g Op. cit., 379. 5 rG,, it, i\ 379. 

o ^ ^ove, 201. '7 .See H. Brunner himself, op. dt., 350. 

MG., c, i, 3, No. 2. » See above, 180 & 
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for doing so, namely die service of over-lords and ruling princes, was as old as 

the early nobility itself. r u 

Without doubt, however, this was not die only reason for creating a nobility. 

As well as illustrious descent, extensive landed property must even from the 
earliest times have supplied the demand for it. The usual theor>^ that great estates 
arose at a later period, or indeed not until the Carolingian age, is quite untenable. 

It is purely artificial and based on the supposed fact that in Tacitus’ time freemen 
had equal amounts of land.^ But we have already seen that at that time there 
existed even greater distinctions in landed property and that seigneunal estates " 
had arisen asts proved bv die Salic and Ripuarian laws, where there is mention of 
ownership of great herds of cattie,® pre-supposing a considerable landed property.* 
This is further supported by the fact that an addition the Lex Salica distinguishes 
betA\^een mlnofledi and melioies. The former has usually been explained as meaning 
freemen, independent farmers,^ from which it foUows directly that the meliores 
must have been greater landowners. The minofledi had a smaller wergeld, an im¬ 
portant reason for concluding that there were differences of rank. At any rate, 
tiiere is obviously a difference in property.^ These large estates, mentioned m 
the earliest Frankish sources, were certainly neither first created at that time, nor 
merelv the result of ro}^! gifts. The early German principle, according to which, 
as Tacitus tells us, newlY“Settl0d land was allotted secwtdutn. di^p>citiofiet7i^ must 
from the beginning have given larger estates to the most important men. 

The theory &re put forvmrd derives particular support from conditions 
which are known to have existed among tlie other German tribes. ^ The Saxons, 
Frisians, and Anglowami at any rate, had a nobility which was derived from the 
German national nobilit}^,^ and among the Alemanni, too, we find several classes 
differing from one another in the amounts of thetr^wergeld. The Alemanmc Law 
mentions, besides the minofledi (also called liheri)^ another class, the mediani; 
and the Pactus, a centur}^ earlier, in the first half of the seventh century, mentions 
tvt'o upper classes, the pnmi or meliorissimi and the medianL In the Burgundian 
law there are also three classes: the optimates, the personae mediocres and die 
minores.^ Since the minofledi occur in a parallel position here and among the Salian 
Franks, the Alemannic mediani must be interpreted as larger landowners who m 
their position of lower nobility were superior to the minofledi, Brunner assumes 
tliat there must have been among them at least a few representatives of an older 
hereditar}^ nobility, which lost its political influence after the subjugation of the 
Alemanni to Frankish rule, and therefore sank below the primi,^^^ Waitz s 
explanation was that the former appear as members of a higher^class, which cannot 
be other than the old nobility,and R.Schr5derwas also convinced that about me 
time of Clothar II an hereditary nobility appeared among the Alemanni.^^' An 
hereditary nobility is thus commonly assumed to have existed among the Alemanni 
at least uB to the seventh centuiy^ 


Tit. ii; Tit. iii, 8; Tit. iv, 5. 


^ See above, 7 f. 

® See above, 44 £ 

® 5a/., Tit. xxxviii, 3: ibid., para. 4. 

^ See Waitz, FG./ii, i®, 280. , 2 

5 R. Sclir,6der, DRG.\ 227 (or 6th edit., 233), and H. Brunner, VKG.y 1 , 344 - 
« See Dahn, Konige^ vii, i, 181. 15^3 r ,1. j. 

® Brunner, DRG,, iv 34^' 9 see also R. Schroder, DRG.^, 225 £, 6th edit., 232. 

® Brunner, op. dt., 343. Op- 345 * ^, t. \ 

FC;., ii, A 371. DRG,\ 226 (or 6th edit., 233). 
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According to Waitz, the old nobility largely lost its position among die 
Burgundians as tt did among the Franks, and other contrasts were developed in 
respect of wealth and different kinds of prestiged But he concludes from thehi-rher 
wergeid attached to the highest rank that the latter consisted of retainers of the 
oldnobihty', and that noth this wergeid and the Burgundian law still held <.ood 
even under l^rankish kings. Omimat&K htp t-n Ka ' 


- , . ja iiiuic ueiaiiea enumera¬ 

tion^ of the various classes, they are expressly separated from the functional or 
service nobilit>^ and nave the priority.^ 

Let us look further into the matter. The old folk-nobility is again to be found 
among the Visigoths. Occasionally the discrimination is made at an even later 
date so that we find noh/is sive mediocrior viliorque persona, which emphasizes the 
nobthtas suipr^ru^ whereas at other times we find only that thep™k onestiorls 
or supenoru loci are contrasted with the persona inferioris or humilioris loci^ 
1 he hwnihores personae are equal with the freemen.’ They are also contrasted as 
paupereswith the nobiles ox potentes,^ who w^ere the rich landlords.» ikmoncr die 
Lombards m Italy tiiere was an hereditary nobiHty to which belonged the numerous 
old families of ducal rank, who had for a long time been the adversaries of the 
royal power. An oW Iteban nobility is often mentioned in die letters of Pope 
Gregory I (590-604). These illustrious families kept their rank and their 
property tvnthout always awning to public office. Thev were usually content 
to be given an imposing tide.u Side by side with them the royal service nobility 
of the gasv^i became more prominent. The same is true of Ano-lo-Sa.\ons in 
England. ITere the old nobility of birth {Eorlas, Aetkal), distinguished by a high 
uygeld, still existed in considerable numbers 5 and the royal nobility of service 
ffie fbTOer'S'”^ important, without, however, entirely displacing 

Finally, let us take the Baiuvari. We have litde information about them 

f? eighth century. At that time 

fcy had soil old nobili^- of birth, tha sk families Ipedally meodoned mT 

^ aiu supposed that these were old lordly families belonging to 

ffie v^ous peoples who were amalgamated in the Baiuvari tribe, and tiat the 
ducal family of the Agilolfings was merely the chief among them.« Perhaps there 
were more pf th^e famlies before the eighth century. They were only L first 
(/yzmz) after the Agdolfings, and the Frankish monarchy rec 4 nized thefr right to 
a double wergeid. The wording of the law» does not idudf the possibility 42 
earlier, or even at the time, there may have been others who belonged to this 

I “> 370. 

3 c. 5 j see Germ, edit., ii^ 105. 

Cf. Dahn, KSmge, vi®, 88, in £. 

5 ix, 2, 8; MG. li., sect, i, t. i, 372. 

ttid., IX, 3, 3, op. cit., 380; cf. also 27 CEuric.); ii, 4, 4, op. dt, 97. 
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nobilit}- of birth. Since in some passages of the Law only nohihs ^ are spoken of, 
the allusion to these families as quasi primi might almost be held to indicate the 
existence of other nobles.* 

In early Carolingian sources, especially in the ecclesiastical land-books 
(records of land grants), which are only a few decades later than tlie Lex Baiuvar., 
nobiles are often menrioned. Various attempts have been made to^ explain 
this.® I have already shottm elsewLere that while the use of the term nobilis in die 
land grants and in other sources, such as the Dingolfing decrees, does not justify 
the assumption that all those who are described as nobiles were nobility in the 
legal sense, it is impossible on that account simply to deny the existence of a 
nobility.* An explanation has been sought in the theory of a nobility of service.® 
On the whole, however, I am inclined to believe that even at the time of the Lex 
a nobility existed apart from the sLx most illustrious families. This is indicated also 
by the term proceres used in the sources.® It has been correctly argued with regard 
to the nobilis campio of the Lex that it is verv" unlikely that the members of tiiose 
six exalted families would have deigned to be employed as paid fightem,’ and the 
theory of a servtice nobility is contradicted by a passage in the Lex Bamvar. itself, 
where die vassi regis vel ducis are mentionetl among the persons owing service at 
the Count’s court of justice ®; for they are reckoned here among the liberi and not 
as nobiles. Moreover, the Lex also mentions a homo potens, over whom the count 
had no coercive power in a campaign, but whom the duke alone could command.® 
He must, tlierefore, have been a person of exalted rank, superior to the ordinary 
freemen. 

All thpsp developments among the various tribes will explain the situation 
among the Franks. Everywhere we still find traces of the old family- or folk- 
nobility. It is no longer correct to make a sharp contrast betw^een service and birth, 
because, as we have seen, the service of the ruling prince bestowed a higher rank 
from die earliest times ; and the long periods of war and migration gave men a real 
opportunity to distinguish themselves and to receive rich rewards from kings and 
army-leaders for their military services. The fusion of folk-nobility and service 
nobility, which were presumably at one time separate, did not begin during this 
late period of monarchy, but came about naturally in earlier times. The theory 
that the nobility of birth was forced either to enter the nobility of service or to be 
inferior to it,“ is an artificial one, not based on a true picture of existing conditions 
as they appear in the sources. According to the well-known social development of 
the earlier aristocracy (described in detail above),** the Frankish king from as late 
as 614 was oblige(i to take his counts only from among the nobles living in the 
district concerned. 

It is quite clear that the theory imder discussion was unconsciously influenced 

^ Lsx Baiuyar.j ij i and xxi, 6 . 

When Waitz says that the reference here is chiefly to members of these families, this “ chiefly 
shows that he himself thinis it possible that other nobles might be included among these noBIes. 
FG,, ii, 372 * 

^ See Germ, edit., ii®, 107 £ 

^ Dm Wu'Uckafmmtwickhing i&r Karoimger:(ezty ii, 70 = ii®, 73. 

^ See on this Germ, edit., ii®, 108. 

® Cf. D.ahn, Konige, 113. £, and Hasaidhrl, '^‘Beitrage .z. Gesch. d. deutsch. Privat-Rechts in d. 
osterr. Alpenlandeni.*’ Jrck. f, dsterr. GescL, xcvii, 27 fL (1909). 

^ Hasendhri, op. cit., 28. 

® ii, 14. ® ii, S- 

R. Schroder, DRG.^, 226. See 195 S. especially 198 ff. 

C£ the Edict of .Clothar II, c. 12, op. cit., 22. 
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by the conditions prevailing in Carolingian and post-CaroIingian times. Once 
again n must be pointed out that the three-fold vergeld of men, o?, rather, of certain 
men, in the king s service was not generally applicable regardless of'birth but 
was applied according to tiieir different rank.i Therefore it is not the case tha 74 hen 
members of the old nobility of birth entered the king’s service they were no longer 
distinguished from freemen, or even from unfree men, in that service. In sourSof 
the sixth and seventh cenmries, and even later, it is expressly stated when the holdS 
of royal ofnces was of noble birth, and vice versa.^ Moreover, for a loner time lasting 
into the early Carolingian period, the royal offices v^ere not heredttane so tS 
when a man was no longer m the king’s service, he reverted to the rank 4hich he 
had previously held. On this account, an economic condition necessarv^ for tl^ 
acceptance of such royal offices and services was that the king should provide the 
man with adequate property. These gifts of land and Senejda were also at fimt 
not hemdita^, but asted only for the duration of service, like the three-fo7d 
wergdd. If the service came m an end or could not be performed on account of 
some hindrance, bodily infirmity, or other circumstances, the grantee might expect 

compulsion to enter lie kiS 
service. The old nobtiity and the owners of great estates for that very reason were 
not infenor to the official class—which really did not exist as such, since offices 
were not hereditary—for they had privileges which protected them against the 
authonty of the officials. Above all they had the ftLunhas. 

; ™Portant qu^tion of early constitutional development mav also be 
relevant m dealing with the relationship betv^een the old hereditary and land- 
OTmmg nobility on the one hand, and the “ new nobility of service ” ol the other, 
rn u*’ J^eginnings of the immimitas arose out of late Roman 

br entitled to be free from all 

S F^nffist f This development continued in the 

mly Frankish period ^ did the great estates themselves. The Frankish kings 

Sman ^ot possibly think of depriving the j,oretites, the grfat 

Roman estate-ovmers in their kingdom, of their ancient position. Then when 

Statilv'S olr' roiS «S 

V A increased, these potentes endeavoured to o-et 

ffieir ac^ freedom from the authority of the counte legally recognized by ffie 

andlheJ?^ exclusion of public officials from their estates was their chief aim; 

Sert LrioTof beginning of the seventh century, when 

but alL^of tilt immunity not only of Church property 

but also of the property of the potentes was achieved, in the general incre^ of the 

power^f ffie 37g’s offi^^^^ mdependence in face of the increaffiig 

^ tendency is observable in the lay aristocracy. The 

hmT ™ ^ appointment which ffie"^ Hng was free to 

, but further secunty was provided against the encroachmenls of royal 

^ Ct. Dalin, op. cit., 149. ^ V ’ > 
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officials by me provision that counts (iudtces) were in future not to be appointed 
from other provinces or districts, in order dtat, if they misused their office, 
the damage might be made good from their private property^ It is clear that the 
interests of the landowning hereditary' nobility' are here opposed to those of the 
nobility' of service, and that tile latter was repressed by the political power of 
tlie former The same process may be seen in die administration of finance. The 
miffiit of the potentes had clearly led to a considerable diminution of the king’s 
income from his domams. The Edict of Clothar II (614) forbade the officials 
of the potentes to deprive anyone of his propertyAnd again in the eighth 
century at any rate in Southern Gaul, where the after-effects of Roman conditions 
were especially noticeable, the same development may be obsewed. In order to 
remedy these and other abuses, Levrds of Aquitania, son of Charles the Great, 
promuVated (c. 794) a reformatory^ decree for the royal estates (the Capitulate 
de Vilis), which expressly states that in future public functionaries are to be taken 
not de potentiorihus hominibus^ but de mediocribus^ quifideles sint.^ Thus the royal 
officials had to guard the king’s interests against the potentes. . , . , , 

Finally, let us consider the royal beneficia (Lehen\ the owners of which have 
also been included among the royal nobility of service."^ This incffision 
quite correct, for even though office-holders might be provided wiffi royal fiefs, 
they were not granted only to officials. In the early Carolingian period^ one of tiie 
chief duties of royal officials was to prevent royal benejicia from becoming private 
property {alod),\nA also to see that the holders did not wrongfully use their 
beneficia for the economic improvement of their ow private estates.^ Similar 
instructions were given by die king to the mlssi dominicL^ This shows clearly mat 
danger was tiireatening from the royal officials themselves. Among the holders 
o£ beneficia who were guilty of these abuses, the counts ^ are expressly mendoned. 
This explains wliv it is the missi, controllers of public administration, who are 
charged with tlie removal of these abuses, rather than die usual reprpentatives 
of the king’s authority, the counts diemselves. The private economic interests 
of the latter outweia^hed the claims of their official duty in the king s service, and, 
on account of the material advantages thus obtainable, die interests of the couius 
came to coincide vfidi those of the potentes. But this had already happened in the 
sixdi and seventh centuries. King Dagobert complains diat the duces zna domestici 
were seizing royal estates,^ and King Chilperic, in a well-known Edict (561-584), 
opposes the encroachment of the counts, who wure illegally appropri^ng omer 
men’s property.® The old quarrel between the potentes and the royal officials here 
seems to be settled to die disadvantage of the monarchy itself. This appems to be 
an amalgamation of fusion of the servfice nobility with the hereditary landowning 
aristocracy, rather than the contrary. But this whole development possible 
only because from earlier times there had existed, side by side with the nobility 
of service, another nobility which was already to some extent opposed to the 


^ Edictum Ciotharily c. 12. MG., Capit. i, 22. 

^ MG.^Capit.’i, 88, c. 6of See also' my Wimckaftsmtwkklung der Karolingerieit^ i, 48, note 1 
2nd edit., I, 53, note 2. 

^ Cf. F. Dahn, Konige, vii, i, 166. ^ ^ 

^ See my WzTtschaftsmtwicklung der Karo!mger:id.t^ l, iii f. = 2iid edit., 128 i. 

« MG., CapiL i, 93, c. 6 (802), and i, 131, c. d, 7 (806). 

Ibid., c. 6. 

® Cf. .Vita jEZegzi, i, I'ja. MG. SS. rer. Merov., iv, 683. 
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^ ^ recognized political ascendancy at its expense. 

For that reason no one was to be appointed to a position of autItorinHn the roS 
estates who was himself already one of the potentes (794). ^ ^ 

This ascendancy of the nobility, and especially the fusion of their interests 
wath the economic interests of the royal officials, soon gave rise to a furffier 
development. They succeeded by degrees in freeing their estates from admiffisTra' 

from the authoJ ty 

of the staie. This process was effectively begun by the immmiuczs, held bv t£ 
great estates since the end of Roman rule ; it is not true that it was first caused by 

?n p™’ by the decay of the monarchy. Even verJ 

powerful kings like Clovis, Chilperic, and Dagobert I recognized the immuniS 

j not check this development. The decline of roval pow-er 
furffiered and facilitated it, but did not give rise to it. From the beginning the 

the nnb^V^helped in the same direction, because it enabled 
the nobility to m^e an increasing number of people dependent on them. Economic 
power was transformed into an increased social power. These mighty landowmers 
as representatives of public autliority pushed themselves betv^een die monarchy 
and the great mass of the free population, and so formed an intermediate courtrf- 
appeal, which became important in judicial as well as in financial and military 
dministranon. Feudalism completed the process; but the so-called feudaliza- 
tion of public authority is as old as this nobility itaelf and was already beginning 
a the end of the Roman penod.a One of its most effective stimulants was 
subjection of the service-nobi ity to the influence of the large estate, for this caused 
them to forget their onpnal duties, wffiich were to attack the abuses of the potentes 
n o keep watch on the king s behalf. The royal officials increasingly used their 
power to ennch themselves and to strengthen their owm economic and social 

u direction wffien the royal offices 

gradually became hereditary. The greater the de facto power and the economic 
and soaal resources of these officials, the less could the monarchy attemp “o 
estow the office, on the death of its holder, on anyone outside his family. Foreign 

aL the king could not have held their own 

nVh nch landlords. By its acknowledgment of the principle that only 

nch inhabitants of the Gau could be made counts, the Edict of Cloffiar 11 C614) 
niade it possible for that office to become hereditary; and even though this was 

'■^''°g“2ed right, it often happened in practice, 
,5^ holders were loyal to the monarchy ffi its struggles and 

ite wars. Exampte have already been given in wffiich in the sixth century 
countships were handed down from father to son, or certain famiHes hS 
EWnW *is honour.^ We have also seen that in King 

thSn f 2nd were 

ffie oSt nf ^1“ independent as a duke,« and it has been proved that 
sevemf ^ hereditary property of important families in the 

seventh century. An impetus was given to this development in the seventh 

^ “e Wow, Chapter DC. 

Grenn. edit, i-, 335, and the works died there. ^ 

^ove, 19S £ 5 jTQ .. , ^ 

, £(• F'-ed^arius, c. 78 ; MG. SS. rer Merov., ii, iiSo. ’ii 3 - 

' Waitz, FG.,ii, 2^, 413 ff. ’ 




210 


EUROPEAN CIVIUZATION 


century by the political conditions among the Franks which have been described 
above. The bishops looked on their office as their private property and aoDoitirp^ 
ffieir own successors.^ The anarchy in the country after the death of Dasobert T 
fostered_ a rapid growth of these tendencies 3 ; the powerful nobiliw then 
appropnated even the mfluential post of mayor of the palace, which became so 
dependent on the nobility at the end of the seventh century that it was filled frnm 
each noble family in tum.^ 

_ A similar development took place in Spain. There even more than in Gaul 

owmg to the stronger influence of late Roman conditions, the ecclesiastical and 
secular nobles gmned immunitas, and brought the free population into dependence 
by the help of pattoriage.« ^ The monarchy did not succeed in becoming 
herediai^r, but remained elective. The endeavour to make it hereditary with the 
e P of ^oman ecclesiastical aristocracy s failed, owing to the resistance of the 
secular nobility. Frequent civil revolutions and repeated depositions of the kings 
who were replaced by others drawn from among the nobles, considerably increased 
the power of the latter, especially that of the bishops. Even if, from time to time 
an individual king managed to attain greater power, this gave the nobility an excuse 
to overthrow him as a tyrant for “ misuse ” of his strength. Thus the son of 
Recrared, Leova II, who had subdued the lay aristocracy, was assassinated in 
603 by his refractory nobles.^ Swinthila also fell in 631, when the nobility made a 
loodless end of his rule by raising Sisenand to the kingship. And even though 
the grey-haired lUndasvint, who had himself taken part in earlier rebellions of tlie 
anstocracy, seized the throne (641) and tried to strengthen the royal authority, his 
son Receswth, whom he took as co-regent in 649 before his death, could retain 
the kingship only by sacnficmg the authority won by his father and by making 
^eat concessions to ffie nobility. After his death, neither of his brothers was 
chosen as king, but Wamba, one of the greatest of the nobles. He, too, had to 
contend with a rebellious anstocracy soon after his election, and when he had 
sucaeded in overcoming them and in strengthening his position by the conquest 
of external foes, the Moors, and by army reforms, he was disposed by Erwig, who 
owed his nse to the nobles and was entirely dependent on them. Under his 
succesMr, _gica ( 87—701), numerous conspiracies of the nobility broke out afresh. 

us in ffie course of the seventh century not only was the power of the 
monarchy we^ened and undermined, but the nobles, as we see clearly from the 
coimals, whiffi had grown into national assemblies, had managed to increase their 
w* ei^ense of the royal power, so that even as early as Wamba’s 

reign ffie common freemen had been for the most part subjugated by them, and 

® a^so be seen in Italy early in the seventh 
century. The old hereditary nobles had increased their prestige, which depended 

^ See aBove, 299 ,ff. 

» rf 364= iS 403. 
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dignities under 

\ x.tine nne, _e\en mough mey did not themselves take public office. Beside 
tnem a new mimsKnal nobil t.- arose, holding military- as well as civil offices, and 
gtlf “ obtaining nch landed property in Italy, especialiv from the Church. 
Botli Liaises soon brought into dependence tiie mass of the smaller free landowners 
who were m desperate straits owing to the chaos of war, and were therefore drawm 
into the sphere of ffie great estates. This was facilitated by the official authority 
of dhcty and tnbmi, who were not only militarj' leaders but ordinart^ judges and 
who had axso taken oyer the collection of taxes. Even though their'offices miaht 
not be legally hereditaiy^ m practice son often succeeded father. Comm^on 
of an economic nature, gradually united these ttt^o groups 
ot nobles. Here also their duty as public officials was soon pushed into the bacL 
ground by their private feudal interests, as we see from the frepuent rebelliSs 
of ffie Bjzantine governors.- It seems, therefore, incorrect to speak of the old 
nobieb as being absorbed into me new ministerial aristocracy; we should rather 

authority^ powers became independent of all public 

In England, too, the beginnings of feudalization do not belong to Norman 
times but go back to the earlier Anglo-Saxon period, in which the monarchy was 
forced to create an upper stetum of military nobles, with definite economic and 
social pnvi eges, m return for military tasks carried out on the king’s behalf 

If we look more closely, we see that in this process, also, the decisive factor 
was not so much the royal office itself as personal military prowess and ffie 
economic advantages accompanying it. Not all royal ser^^ants and officials 
could nse to such neights, but only those who, in consequence of their estates and 
their military- strength, were in a position to give protection to titeir neigltbours. 

The development of ffie power of this aristocracy and die beginnings of this 
feudalization of public authority were checked among the Franks bv thf appear- 
ance of a strongpublic official in their very midst, i.e. the mayor of the palacS In 
their struggle with the great landowning nobility, Ebroin at the end of die seventh 

r f ^he beginning of the eighth, once more 

^ pov^ei. It was merely a political consequence of the 

actual power which they had already gained in the state, that after ffie office of 
mayor of the palace had become hereditary in the family of the ArnolflS?an 

Srion oTr Merovingian kings were of iitde impor^ce), 

a ?rr’V ^ at a favourable moment in 751, seized the throne by 

a coup detat and usurped the tide of king. In the story of his mighty son’I 

bS™ soil note a reflection of that political metamorphosis^ Enhard, 

ffie merit that he prevented 

the great lords from overpowenng the whole Frankish state.® 

also orofitedlv f ^ and 

Sd CW es mL^I their great ancestors, Ebroin 

nd Charles Martel The fact that the latter succeeded in breaking the poHtical 

vindkaI“oppr'iil^‘®“’ Fran^ dominaram sibi 







212 EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 

ring of the powerful aristocracy, and that after him the Arnolfings produced two 
such vigorous rulers as Pippin and Charles the Great, interrupted fhe process of 
feudalization in the Frankish kingdom for a century. But it proved irrepressible, 
and set in again with the partitions wdiich w^ere made in Charles’s last years, and 
under his w’eak successor, Lewds the Pious. 

There wus a similar development among the Lombards in Italy. At the time 
when Charles Martel wus curbing the nobles in the Frankish state, King Liutprand 
(712-744) succeeded in setting up a strong central authority in opposition to the 
particularist efforts of the nobles,^ not only externally, by mastering the trouble¬ 
some Dukes of Spoleto and Benevento and by setting up a united monarchy in 
Italy, but also internally, by suppressing the feudal leaders there. The orientation 
of his policy is shovm veiy^ characteristically in tv^o of his enactments. He opposed 
the alienation and misappropriation of royal estates, and forbade his officials 
{gastalden and actores) to audiorize this without his sanction, or to be guilty of 
such an offence themselves.^ Moreover, he laid down a particularly high wergeld 
for the royal gasindi if they w^ere killed in his service.^ It is clear that this positive 
protection for the defenders of the king’s rights corresponds to the denial of such 
rights by the nobles, including the royal officials themselves, against whom the 
king thus defines his position. 

The victorious extension of the external sphere of authority of these two 
great contemporaries gave them support against the rebellious forces at home. 
It must have been as instrumental in building up a strong centralized power as 
e.arller unfortunate w^ars had been, here and there, in weakening the kingship. 
The fact that Charles Martel and Liutprand were bound together in ties of friend¬ 
ship, even though their spheres of influence in Bavaria were in direct conflict, is 
a proof of exceedingly statesmanlike insight. They held back wffierever an external 
misfortune might have endangered their great task at home. This explains 
Charles’s surprising refusal to help Pope Gregory III against the Lombards, who 
w^ere threatening Rome. He did not wish to be involved in a wslt with the latter 
and to prevent them from doing what he himself claimed to do in his own countiv^ 

This development of powder among the great men and the nobility could 
not but react on that stratum of the population which wms originally the re.al 
basis of the state, i.e. the ordinary freemen. The view is still almost universally 
held that in the new^ German kingdoms founded on Roman soil from the fifth 
century onw'^ard, and still later during the Carolingian period and w^ell into the 
eighth centur};^, they remained on the wffiole undisturbed, in possession of all 
public privileges and exercising public duties ^; that a primeval equality of 
holdings had been generally preserved as an “ established rule ”, and that uniform 
average properties were to be found everywhere. Even those scholars who believed 
that there w^ere greater varieties of land-owmership could not completely free 
themselves from this earlier view^, ‘‘At the end of die folk migrations and for a 
long time afterw^ards, the centre of gravity of German social life was to be found 
in die class of freemen, wffio lived widely scattered in die Gaus and centenae on 
small but independent properties.” ^ In view of the fact that this uniformity in 

^ See L. M. Hartmann, GescL Italiens, II, ii, 125 fF. 

I^eg£s Lmtprart^y 724, c. 59. MG. ZZ., iv, 131. See also the same author, Notztza de 
catorihus regis, ibid., 180 ff. (a. 733). 

^ Ibid., c. 62, op. ciL, 132. ^ See Genn. edit., ii®, 123 £ 

5 v. Inama-Stemegg, DWG., 1^, Si : i, 72= i®, 96. 
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German conditions of land-ownership was thus almost axiomatic in historical 
research, it is quite understandable that the Hufe should have been regarded as the 
normal standard of measurement. Because in the sources land is'measured in 
it T^as concluded that tne normal holding of an ordinary-' free settler tt^as a 
Hufe?- Scholars were so convinced of this that even the direct testimony of the 
sources which was, in fact, contradictory’, since it bore witness to the existence of 
Hufeu oi various sizes, was interpreted as an indication of economic eciuaiitv- 
These variations in the size of holdings were attributed to v’ariations in the Quality’ 
of the soil, which made it necessary^ to eliminate inequalities due to differences 
in productivity" by varydng the size of the holding." 

It w'as supposed, then, that this equality' in the size of holdings disappeared in 
the_ end mainly as a result of the creation of great estates, the positive effect of 
which w as to concentrate large tracts of land in the hands of one person, and its 
negative effect, the gradual sinking of the small free properties into dependence on 
these great landlords until they were ultimately absorbed. 

A social and economic process of tliis kind undoubtedly took place. But 
the earlier theory ^ made a great mistake in concluding first tiiat the process w-as 
not completed until Carolingian times ; secondly, tharup to then, or at any rate, 
during tlie German occupation, those original conditions w’ere still to be found' 
w’hich -n-e may perhaps attribute to the earliest period of all; and thirdly, that this 
period tallied w’ith the descriptions of Tacitus. 

To-day we are justified in stating that all those causes, which von Inama and 
other scholars considered to have contributed to the process in question, were not 
set in motion for the first time in the eighth century', but w'ere potent as far back 
as the days of Tacitus and probably considerably' earlier. To reiterate ; Tacitus 
tells us that the first appropriation of land did not proceed according to the principle 
of equal rights, but according to the dignity of the individual.* We learn from 
his description of early German society that there w'ere strongly-marked differ¬ 
ences within it, and in particular that the great estate was already' in existence. 
Moreov’er, the theory of the Mark-association, which formed the main basis of the 
work of the earlier waiters, is now untenable, at any rate in so far as the Mark- 
association W'as supposed to be a union of free settlere, with equal rights and joint 
ownership of the land. The economic and social support w'hich it was presumed 
to give to the mass of the free population cannot in fact be proved. It could not 
have had a cohesive effect, since the individual at that time already possessed free 
rigfits of disposal over the land, and that not only in H.onian territorv 

Those same causes which later led to a change in the conditions of land- 
ownership, above all the grants of land by the king, were as old as tlie kingship 
itself and as the capacity of the Germans for a settled existence. In fact in that 
emier period of land appropriation and the beginnings of permanent colonization, 
mey must have been even more widespread and far-reaching than they ^^re later. 
For at that time the kings had more land to dispose of, since they were taking over 


^ See Waitz, rC., ii i®, 278 K; Brarmer, DJiG., i \286 K ; R. Sdiroder, DEG.^, 221 = 6th edit. 
227, and \inogradoff, Tke Growth of the Manor (1905), 141, 218. * 

M altdeiitsche Hufe, jihkandig, d. kgL Ges. tL Wiss. m Gottingen^ vi, 206 fil. (1854) : 

Meitzen, op. cm, 1, 77; y. Inama-Stemegg, DWG.y 1®, 433. 

Inama-Stem^g, Die Amhldung der grossen Grundkerrschaften in Deutschland wdhrend der 
Earolmgeriat^ 1878 (in SchmoHer’s Stoats- und soriaiwiss, Forsekunoen B. ■ 

* See above 36 ff. i ■ c , . 

® See above, 40 £ 
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the Roman domains and fiscal properties, and there was also much more unowned 
land. Later on the royal estates were quickly diminished by rich gifts to tliP 
Church and also by the usurpation of the royal oflacials. A well-known and often 
quoted saying is attributed by Gregory of Tours to King Chilperic as early as the 
sixth century (561-584) : ecce pauper est fiscus noster, ecce dMtiae rwstrae ad 
ecclesias translatae? King Dagobert I (d. 638) is supposed to have remarked 
likewise, duces mini et domestici spatiosas subripiunt villas? 

In like manner the causes given by the current theory for the disappearance 
of the common freemen, i.e. the burdens laid on them by the state, especially the 
severe system of fines and compositions ^ and the obligation to do military se^ice 
were all in existence in early times. The former already existed in the days of 
Tacitus ,5 _md the latter must have been especially felt during the migrations and 
m the strife which accompanied the land-settlements, while later on it must have 
become less heavy. Other causes, which must frequently have led to loss of fi-ee- 
dorn among the German peoples of Tacitus’ time, must later have somewhat 
diminished, as for example the love of gambling, for which the Germans had a 
passion which the Romans could not understand.® After the introduction of 
Christtanity this vice must have decreased, or must, at any rate, have been opposed 
in so far as it led to a loss of freedom. ’ 

These facts lead to an important logical conclusion. If all these circumstances 
which are acknowledged as having played a decisive part later, already prevailed 
in the pre-Carolingian period, then we may surely assume that they must already 
at th^ time have produced the effects which are attributed to a,la ter period. 

• necessary to take into consideration the nature of the material 

yielded by the sources at different times. It is naturally less fiill the farther back we 
go. In contrast to the Carolingian period, which is remarkable for its wealth of 
documents, the pre-Carolingian era is relatively barren. This is not simply due to 
the_ decrease in intellectual culture and in calligraphy, for the post-Carolingian 
penod shows a simily decrease. The Church, to which we chiefly owe our docu¬ 
ments, certainly had a determining influence in the matter, because in the 
Carolingian age its sphere of interest extended greatly with its many new 
founctenons. The many monasteries, naturally, made richer sources available. 

tor that early period not even an argument silentio can be pleaded, for 
the existing sources are clear enough and give us an ample number of relevant 
passages. It is quite evident that the mass of freemen do not form a unity with 
no soaal differentiation, but are divided into different circles with a definite 
gradation. Not only is a distinction made between maiores and mediocres, but there 
»e also mimres and minimi.'' These distinctions can be considered to imply 
differences in the extent of possessions,® and the mirwfledi of the Salic and 
^ emannic Laws can be explained as smallholders. They w'^ere not of inferior 
nor were ihey entirely without property, but they had less property.® 

_ ey were certainly not common freemen possessing the normal amount of land, 
but lesser landowners and small farmers, as the name itself indicates. 

^ See abov.e^ 40 ff. 

I Merov., I, 2S6. 

! 17; ibid., iv, 683. 

5 4 . KaroSnger^eit, u, 2 £= 2nd edit, 2 f. 

7 * Ibid., c. 24. 
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Reference has already been made to analogous conditions among the 
Alemannij where, besides the above-mentioned groups and the mellorissimi^ the 
mediani are mentioned as a definite grade of property-holders. Similarly among the 
Burgundians there were optimates^ mediocresy and finally mimres or inferiores 
personaed But tlie latter did not make up the mass of the free population in this case 
eitlier; for we find the term populus mediocres “ used for the middle class, which 
shows that tills group was^to be regarded as forming the main body of the free 
population. Among die Visigoths, also, strong differences among the freemen 
can be traced in the sources. We find beside the ingenuus the humiliory^ who, 
however, still iiad his status liheTtailsd We also hear of violiores personaey who, 
like the humilioresy formed a stratum below the average or middle rank of freemen. 
The same phenomenon is observable in the east, in Bavaria, In the Bavarian 
Law, beside the liberty there is also mention of a minor populus ^ or mimres kominesd 
If we note the description attached to the former term,’^ it is clear that the minor 
populus does not imply only freemen, but implies less important people, some of 
whom were freemen. The theory that the minor populus meant “ less free ’’ men, 
i.e. freedmen, is improbable, because libertas is expressly mentioned,® and direcdy 
afterwards reference is made to liberi who are pauperesd Thus, here, too, there were 
important differences of property among the freemen. The Edictum Theodorici 
bears witness to a stratum of poor folk among the freemen of the Ostrogoths,^® 
and in the w^ritings of Cassiodoras, too, the poor and economically less important 
are mentioned, and besides them a middle class (mediocres') betw^een the rich and 
poor.^^ 

The sources show strikingly the great differences in conditions of land-owmer- 
ship that existed among the Lombards. In the Edict of Rodiari, w^here no special 
regulations are laid dowm with regard to the w^ergeid of the various classes of the 
population, valuation is arranged in angar-gathungi'^’^ ; i.e. according to the 
size of the property. From the fact that Rothari gives as the Latin translation for 
this secundum qualitatem personaCy it has rightly been concluded that the extent 
of a man's land was then coincident with the evaluation of his person; clearly at 
the time when land was being distributed, noble birth was a determining factor 
in the size of the property, as Tacitus has already told us.^^ The lawrs of King 
Liutprand show^ what differences there were in the landed property of the common 
freemen (arimarmi exercitales)y for here the w^ergeld of their primi was 3cx3 s.olidi, 
but that of the minima personay qui exercitalis esse invenitur was only half that 
amount, 150 solidi.^® The laws of King Aistulf divide landowners into three 
classes : the rich, who possessed seven or more farms (casm masaricias) ; a 
middle class wdth no farms but with forty acres of land, and finally the lesser 


^ Lex Burgund., tit. ii, 2, and xxvi ; also Brunner,, op., cit., 343. 

® Lex Burgund., tit. ii. ® Lex Visigot, \ii, 6, 2. 

^ Ibid., ii, I, 9. ® ii, 3 ; MG. XZ., iii, 282. 

« ii, 4; ibid., 283. 7 

® vii, 3. » vii, 4: op. cit, 298. 
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people (minoresy Similarly the merchants and traders, who had no land, fell into 
three categories : (i) maiores et potentes, (2) sequentes, (3) minores.^ ^ 

The same differentiation had already appeared in England, where freemen 
are not to be thought of as having equal property in land.s In the laws of King 
Ine (688-695) there are regulations concerning the obligation to till laenland zni 
the amount which the tenant has to leave sown on his departure is clearly laid down. 
It is quite clear that a hide cannot be taken as the average holding of a freeman • 
and this tallies with the information in Bede’s Ecclesiastical History in which a 
property of hides is regarded as small {possessiuncula) ^ and an island is 
described as “ little ” because it contains only five hides.® In the laws of Aethelred 
(922-1011) the liher pauper pays a fine of thirty denarii s where the royal thane 
would pay 120 solidi.’’ It has been correctly emphasized that this liher pauper was 
a peasant, and that these free and independent farmers did not completely disappear 
and become dependent on lords.® The great differences in the size of the properties 
of the liheri^ date from the early period, as the passages quoted above from Ine’s 
laws prove. 

_ Thus the general impression given by the sources for all the German states 
is Aat in the early period before the Carolingians there was already a wide different- 
iarion within the class of common freemen. This fact is as obvious as are its causes. 
In particular, the social regrouping caused by the great estates is an international 
phenomenon, which can be observed everywhere and in all periods. It has already 
bem pointed out that the same development is to be found in Ancient Egypt 
^ Roman period.^® The accounts of Libanius and Salvianus 

of Marseilles^ depict analogous conditions in the East Roman Empire in thefourth 
century md in Gaul in the fifth century. The reception of freemen into the pro- 
tection of great territorial lords {patrocinium) was often bought by the surrender 
of meir peasant farms. These events were by no means confined to Roman 
terntoiy, but are also to be traced in the Merovingian kingdom, in sources 
be ongmg to me sixth and seventh centuries. Freemen were enslaved and 
oppressed, and their property was absorbed, both by royal officials 
and by the great territorial lords {potentes). The small folk, iht pauperes and 
/Kwerz, were espedally affected. Exactiy ffie same process was going on in the 
east of Germany. Tht Lex Baiuvar. shows how necessary it had become to mak^ 
a stand agamst the enslavement of freemen.^® Moreover, the majority of the free 
equally threatened; it was primarily the poorer people who 
simered. 1 hey were especially exposed to the caprice of the state officials and could 
offer least resistance. 


^ 2, MG, LL,y iv, 1^6. 

^ Ibid., § 3, op. cit. 

® Vinogradoff, The Growth of the Manor (1905), 130. 

But. Eccies 24, § 222 (Edit. English Sodety). 

^ Bid., Ill, 4 (a. 565), ^ 
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Legislation to protect Ae peasantrj^ was recognized elsewhere also as the 
political duty of German kings. King Theodoric the Ostrogoth opposed Ae 
oppression of the free peasants by the great estates in Italy i; and later King Totila 
took Aeir part. But Ae rale of the Byzantines (553-568) led to the restortrion of 
the Romm great estates m the celebrated Pragmatic Sanction of Justinian 
\^iAm Ae extensive estates of the Roman Papacy a similar tendency may be 

f ^ (590-604) was obliged to send instructions to his 

officials forbidding Ae oppression of Ae peasants on his lands in Corsica and 
Sardinia,_ and also in Sicily.* Matters w-ere no better among the VisisoAs. In Ae 
\ ^igoAic Law we find numerous decrees against the enslavemenrof freemen.^ 
\^e a so leam tliat even in the time of King Receswinth (649-672) the roval 
officials who were lepring troops, took advantage of the absence of the Goffis 
m the held to ennch ffixmselves with their lands.^ In particnlar, Kin^ Kiodasvint 
(641 652) med to aLeviate Ae burdens of Ae common freemen and especially 
protected those oppressed by poverty ” from Ae se\-erity of Ae lawn'^ Fi nall y 
It has also been proved Aat in England Ae patronage of Ae great lords enabled 
Aein not only to bring freemen into dependence, but also to d^emand tribute and 
service from Aem.« In the aws of Ine (688-695), rules were laid down for the 
czse a lord imposed jabour services at vdil on his tenant over and above 

tile ngetiul dues, or tried to increase these. 

_ _ Thus Ae tendency to reduce freemen to serfdom existed long before Carol¬ 

inian times and laws for the protection of peasants w^ere not first enacted by 
Charles Ae Great, current Aeory gave rise to entirely false ideas, not only 
because it fixed too late a ^te for Ae origm of great estates, but also because it 
represmted Ae gmeral body of freemen as a union of economically equal persons. 
IL as has been showm above, Acre already existed considerable differentiation 
w it m e group. Am it is understandable Aat Ae poor and unimportant people 

fell a prey to Ae might of Ae great territorial lords, and so lost Aeir freedom) The 
soaal depression of common freemen was not general, however, but w-as limited 
to Aose who were economically weakest. Indeed, in my opinion, too one-sided 
a \iew_has been taken of Ais soaal re-grouping, and hasty generalizations are to 
b avoided; Ae sources do not by any means give a general and objective picture 
of actual conditions. They naturally give a prominent place to negative results, 
such as complaints about oppression and enslavement, and Ae robbery of small 
owners y great ones. A closer examination should reveal also Ae positive 
importance of Aese events. The deterioration of patronage should not obscure 
ongmd importance as a means of security and protection. The regulations 
agmstexistmgabuses especially insist Aat small folk are not to be deprived of Aeir 
n£it to smk voluntanly Ae protection of Ae great® Those who were 
economically weak took advantage of this protection, in order Aat Aey might 

xii, 131 LL., V, 162, and Cassiodor, Var. iv, 39 and 40 (a. 307-ju). MG. AA., 

® See above, 95. 

’ %PP; y, 38 (a. 395) J MG. Epp., i, 324. 
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continue to exist and to endure the pressure of public burdens and in order to 
obtain help against the oppression and abuses of state officials. 

It must not, however, be forgotten that entry into such a protective relation¬ 
ship, or commendation as it was called, did not necessarily involve a loss of 
personal freedom. The freeman remained free ; he could give up that particular 
connection and seek the patronage of another lord.^ It is also incorrect to think 
that commendation carried with it, as a matter of course, freedom from all public 
burdens, especially taxation and service in war.^ But the territorial lord as patron 
did actually give protection before the law, because he had the so-called right of 
representation, i.e. he represented his tenants in their legal disputes with outsiders. 
He also watched over their summons to military service and saved them from the 
official excesses of the counts. He was able in particular to give them economic 
support by allotting land to them, or by giving individuals suitable occupation 
in die great and multifarious activities of his estate. Early Frankish ^ and Visi- 
gothic^ documents and the earliest Bavarian land grants ^ all reveal the same state 
of affairs; por men, unable to support themselves, “ commend ’’ themselves 
in order to live. The nature of the case is clearly seen in the characteristic terms 
used on the one hand by the Visigoths for those who were in patrocinio, and on 
the other hand by the Anglo-Saxons for the territorial lord and protector. The 
former was hucellarius or breadeater,® and the latter was klaford or bread-giver.^ 
Thus the economic position of countless freemen, who might otherwise not have 
been able to live, was improved. 

The examples which used to be cited to prove that the burdens imposed by 
fines and compositions w^ere the main cause of the asservation of freemen, also 
demand closer investigation. These are concrete cases of individuals who had no 
property and had forfeited their lives through inability to pay the fine for murder 
or theft. By means of pledging their persons {pbnoxiatid) they could avoid the 
death which threatened them, because the lord to whom they were pledged could 
buy them off.® They were thus actually saved from death by their asservation. 
The social and political importance of this “ surrender ’’ of freemen has 
been exaggerated as regards both its prevalence and its practical consequences. 
It was not infrequently also resorted to by priests and monks, or men who wished 
to enter the Church, and also by those who were childless or aged and therefore 
wished to provide for their old age.® Nor should the expansion of the great estate 
by this means be exaggerated. If lusty men, willing to work, surrendered them¬ 
selves, their economic strength was certainly not lost; new labourers and 
servants w^ere by this means added to the great estate, a fact which must not be 
overlooked, in view of the importance of seigneurial farming in economic develop¬ 
ment as a whole. These surrenders ought also to be judged from the technical, 
economic point of view, for thereby they acquire a positive value. The law of 
survival of the fittest is here clearly illustrated- The great estates had not only a 

^ See my remarks in the Zeitschr, d. Savigny^Stiftung f. RG.^ Germ, sect., xxxvi, 21. 

- C£ H. Bnuiner, DRG., ii, 295. 

® Form. Tiiron, No. 43, MG, FF., 158. 

Form. Visigot., No. 36; ibid., 591. 

C£ in Mondseer, Tradiu^Buch,, No. 16 . . . UB. d, Landes oh, d, Enns, i, 10. 

® C£ Lbx Fzszgot,^ V, 3, I; MG. XX., sect, i, i, 216. 

’’’ C£ Laws of Ine^ c. 67, «!. Liebermatm, op. cit., i, 119. 

® See my remarljs in Wirtsckaftsentwicklung der Karolingef^dt^ ii“, il, 

® See the sources, quoted by me in. that work=ii®, 10. 
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negative and differentiating effect on the general body of freemen, but also a 

positive and unifying influence. 

It mil be possible correctly to appreciate these conditions if the legal position 
of me common freeman of that period is more precisely defined. On this point 
also there are no clear or incontestable theories. First of all, let us consider the 
question of military obligation, service in the army. During this period, and until 
the Carolingian era, the former liability of all freemen to render military^ service 
persisted. It has already been pointed out that the Carolingian armies did not 
consist merely of professional soldiers (vassals), but that the old general obligation 
to give military service 1 still prevailed, a theory which has since been confimTed by 
Fehr s researches into the right of arms possessed by the peasants in the Middle 
Ages.- The old view that in the Merovingian period this obligation was limited to 
the royal leudes and was incurred in return for the bestowal of royal benefices 
has already been refuted.^ Nor did it depend on the possession of landed property. 
It IS true that all freemen were not bound to carry out military ser\'ice in person 
It would have been absurd to demand it from those who were destitute as it 
yought no pay with it at any time, and the soldier had not only to equip but to 
feed himself. ^ ^ 

. It is now generally assumed that Charles the Great lightened the militarx^ 
dunes of the poorer freemen by demanding personal sendee only from those who 
had a defimte amount of land (three to four Hufen), while those who w-ere less well 
off formed groups, each of which had to equip one of their number for service in 
the field. _ TWs was actually represented as one of the Emperor’s great political 
rneasures in favour of the common freemen and directed towards the preservation 
their independence. ^ But I have already tried to prove that, on the contrarv- ^ 
these decrees were no innovation of Charles the Great, but rather a repetition'^of 
fundamental pnnciples which were already in force and, in particular, that the 
hypothesis on which the theory was based, namely that a Hufe was the normal 
holding of each man, was incorrect. The body of freemen did not all possess 
equal holdings, but were very differently graded. At this time, too, in individual 
rases milittry service was based on the amount of a man’s property, though in 
Merovingian times we have no statement as to its extent. There is more informa¬ 
tion for pre-Carolingian times. A passage in Gregory of Tours = shows that the 
poor {pauperes') did not serve in the army, or at any rate were favoured in this 
respect. Fimthermore, in another passage,® when depicting the difficulties of 
crossing a nver during _a campaign, he distinguishes between the robustiores, 
mjerzores et pauperes, qui cum his erant. The reference is to a difference in equip¬ 
ment and a contrast betv'een the rich and distinguished and the less important 
people. It is clear from Gregory’s description that many were on horseback, 
oimilar disunctions are made in other pre-Carolingian sources. In the regulations 
as to the pumshment of those who made trouble on a campaign, the Bavarian 
Eaw' expressly contrasts the minores homines'^ with the rest, and among the 
Lombards, according to a law of Liutprand in 724, the fine for a mimma persona. 
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quae exercitalis homo esse invenitur was fixed at 150 solidi, while the primus 
paid double.^ I have alredy discussed this, as well as the gradation according to 
property in exemption from military service.^ The minimi homines who had no 
land were to perform compulsory duties (three weekly) ^ for their count during 
his absence on a campaign. Aistulf’s laws (750) show that military equipment 
was regulated according to three degrees of wealth.^ 

For my assertion diat Charles the Great’s so-called “ reforms ” really reflect 
an earlier privilege, I rely especially on the Capitula de expeditione Corsicana of 
825, at the end of which there is mention of the antiqua consuetudo to be observ^ed 
by the Counts.^ Contrary to other interpretations,® the fact must be emphasized 
that in the Capitula the stress is not on comitibus^ but on tlie fact that in exemptions 
the counts are to keep to the old custom laid down in the Lex Langohardorum? 
Moreover, the whole decree is directed only against the counts and it can therefore 
hardly be assumed that their right of exemption had to be especially confirmed, 
perhaps because it was being impugned by others. This decree was not to the 
advantage of the counts, but was directed against their breaches and evasions of 
the antiqua consuetudo^ as is clearly seen from a comparison with the contemporarv 
Memoria Olonnensis, Finally, I must point out that the whole system of adjutorii 
was not a new creation but an old German privilege. C^sar tells us that the Suevi 
put a thousand armed men into the field every year, while those who remained 
at home had to maintain them.® In King Liutprand’s law of 726, already quoted, 
the same principle occurs again, i.e. the alleviation of a man’s military service 
depended on the size of his property; and those who had no land did forced 
labour for the royal ofBcials (counts and reeves).® 

This system was the necessary consequence of that economic inequality of 
freemen, of which we have evidence long before Charles the Great, and which 
gave rise to a gradation even in military service. It is certain that this economic 
differentiation gradually led to a class distinction in the right to bear arms. 
“ Poverty which did not allow the peasant to serve, or allowed him to do so only 
if he were supported by others, depressed him socially; and this social depression 
gradually led to a depression in legal status as well.”^® The first signs of this 
decline are not to be found in the Capitulate Missorum de exercitu promovendo 
of 808 in which those owing service are divided into liberi and pauperes ; on the 
contrary, the division existed long before this, as the passages quoted above 
copiously demonstrate. 

This great change in the right to bear arms possessed by the common freemen, 
and in their military obligations, was certainly promoted by the causes mentioned 
by H. Delbriick. Undoubtedly it ‘‘ was important for the military leader that he 
should gather professional soldiers round him, instead of troops of citizens and 
peasants.” But it is not right to assume that there were only infantry in early 
Frankish times, whereas there was an army of cavalry in the Carolingian period, or 
to think that a great change must have tien place under Charles Martel. Later, 
in dealing with the system of beneficia^ it will be shovm from the sources that the 

^ CiKp. 62,5 MG. ££.5 iv, 132. 2 See ibid, 131. 
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process was reaUy quite different.^ Here it will sufEce to point out that o^-ing to 
their economic differentiation the military importance of the common freemen was 
also diminished, and those classes economicaliy capable of performins the heaw 
^valry ser^-ice and of maintaining a number of poorer men in the field were 

bound to come to the fore. These were the great territorial lords, ecclesiastical 

and secular. ^ 

^ From the late Roman times onwards, these private lordships raised and 

mauitamed troops of pnvate soldiers, and made use of them in tlieir private feuds 

and m the political party-fighte, which began in the Merovingian kingdom in the 
SLXtn centurv." Charles Martel was able to re-erect a strong central authoriry' onlv 

by employing these means, and when the Carolingians gained control over the 
kingdom, mey tried to make these feudal organizations ser\'e the needs of tlie 
new y-revived roy-al power. The measures of Charles the Great, and his much 
extolled laws for the protection of the peasants, were intended to check these feudal 
tendencies by strengthening the old foundations of the army system. At tlie 
same time they show how marked those tendencies already were”! A similar process 
IS obserx^able among the Ostrogoths in Italy under Theodoric the Great and Totila 

Kindasvint and Receswinth, and also among the 

_ Beside army service, the most important public duty^ of freemen was iudicial 
service, i.e. attendance at the moot {Dingpflicht). Every' free subject had a dun^ to 
attend court irrespective of his property^ in land.^ Freedom as such gave the ri<rht 
to take part m tlie national council.^ All freemen had a place in the public courrof 
justice, diough not the pnvilege of pronouncing judgment. The witness for the 
community in cases involving property in land had himself to be a landowner. 
Eligibility to give evidence for the community was conditional on the possession 
of a personal w'ergeld »; and the witness had to prove his sok'ency. Therefore 
a certain measure of-wealth in land and goods was demanded as w4il as personal 
reedom. As a special guarantee of his evidence the witness had to have in his 
possession the amount of a wdtness’s fine. Only a solvent person, wEo pledged his 
property-as security for the truth of his statements and who himself might be 
subjected to the evidence of the community with regard to his own land, was 
entitled to act as a w-itness.^ 

certainly true that the witness’s solvency was the main criterion of his 
eligibility but was It the sole criterion If not only the Bavarian, Lombard, and 
Frankish laws but also the Visigothic laws are examined, it becomes obvious 
that another fact has to be taken into consideration. The Visigothic Law expressly 
^es up the position that a man oppressed by want might be induced to swear 
a se y because he could not endure poverty.® Here the material independence of 
,-1,^ “Immunity seems to be emphasized j and this is in accord with 

the later hiankish Capitulare de iustitiis fackndis (811-13), which orders that 
witnesses shall he chosen from the opdmipagenses, with the qualifying clause: 
et non Lie eat Imgatores per praemia falsos testes adducered The danger of false 
witness owing to bribery w^as greater in the case of poor men witliout property. 
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not only because of the temptation of material advantage,^ but also because the 
lower strata of the population were more dependent and unprotected.^ 

This also accounts for the fact that the viles personae as well as the infames 
were excluded from the privilege of giving judgment, i.e. it was not because the 
viles had no legal privileges.® Hence we find that honi homines do give judgment; 
these are not identical with “ free people ” irrespective of property in land, nor 
can they be contrasted with the optimi pagenses ^; they are to be understood as 
being those members of the community who owned land.® Here, then, is the link 
with conditions in the late Roman period. The term honi homines is first found on 
the monuments of the Roman population,® and later it was extensively used in the 
Frankish kingdom. The decrees of the Visigothic Law, quoted above, are founded 
on Roman law."^ Late Roman systems must have persisted at first in provincial 
territory ; from thence they soon penetrated into the German districts, where they 
found a natural basis in the economic dissolution of the body of common freemen, 
and where they secured some economic alleviations for the poorer among these. 
It is true however, that some of the freemen thereby lost their old importance as 
witnesses for the community in the court of justice, and thus also lost their social 
prestige, a fact which must have further accentuated economic differences. 

The degradation of this poorer stratum of freemen increased progressively; 
and a change is noticeable even in the most important function of the court, that 
of “ finding the law This change has been usually attributed to Charles the 
Great, and the limitation of the old Dingpflicht was supposed to be an important 
innovation in favour of the common freemen. He was considered to have shown 
great solicitude on their behalf by the introduction of permanent jurors, the scahini^ 
and to have brought about an important political reform by relieving them of their 
old obligation to appear regularly in the folk moots.® Doubt has already been 
thrown on diis theory by recent research into the history of the scabini as an 
institution.® 

Actually scahini existed long before the time of Charles the Great, and these 
were not simply Rachimburgen, In one of Charles’s decrees, issued at the beginning 
of his reign, the centenarii are forbidden to hold too many folk moots on account 
of the poor. They were rather to limit their courts to the maiores natu and the 
necessary witnesses, so that the poor might be obliged to come to court only two 
or three times in the year. This practice, however, is to be found already in the sixdi 
century. The sources make it clear that the maiores natu or seniores were used as 
scabini together with the judex to “ find the law and that at that time the finders 
of law in the count’s courts did not include the whole body of freemen, occupants 
of the courts of justice, but only a small number of permanent assessors (BeisitieTj 
Thus the institution of scabini was undoubtedly already in existence before the 

^ See also Lex VisigoL, ii, 4, 6. 
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time of Charles the Great however varied the names for it mav Iiave been ^ 

place as soon as'the ooor wle 

prec.jded from acting as witnesses for the comn-'^niw It k 

that a Capituiarv of die time of Lothar I . ?: ^'^Smncant 

A 7 * ‘ " 1 , -t-omar 1 ^^32) lavs down tiie same cuaiif catt-onc -nr 

the scai^m as we have noted above in the case of me ccmmonin-l^-itnesT T? 4 v 
uere not to be viles personae et minus idoneae but nobiles sapientes 'et deuk 
timentes.- The Capitulare of Lewis the Pious in 820 proves that 
me renou-ned and weal thy. ^ The reason why the scabini were to be chosen Rom 
die mehores is to be found m another of the same king in 82^ ThS 

attacks ttie scalini ss.]iopropter munera gave unjust judgment, and msists that^in 
future magistrates must not sell their justice.* For that verv' reason -tv!! “ 

Ae raunS.^^“”^ withstand pressSrom 

f o Carolingian laws clearly aimed at freeing die poor, the pameres 

from the burden of being summoned too frequently to the moot * and Cm no 1 
so much concerned with the whole body of common freemen. Charles the Great 
th- arbitrary will of the officials, especially the counts • and in 

ffiis he followed an earlier royal practice of Merovingian times. The Edict of 

Chilpenc (561-584) had already made a stand against the excesses of thf C n« 
m courts of law,. The evidence of dte decree often also ,o 

be noted, as when at Tours in 567 an attack was made on die Sdiees (i.e. counts) ’ 

j?ai£j?eres oppremunt.^ ^ 

On the whole it is clear that the great mass of the free population had under¬ 
gone considerable changes even in pre-Carolingian times. It las not that 
Of the great estates and the heavy burden of public judicial serxtice first b^-an to 

zcCerbtraC f Shad s 

f/C f reforms and innovations in tlie constitution. The main 

factor m the whole matter was the economic disintegration which had been taS 
place from die time of Tacitus. If at that early date'diere Slreal^ S 
differences in property, especially in property in land, and if some femenTad 
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evidence for a uniformity of holdings^ But however attractive this conclusion 
may appear at first sight, it does not hold water. A glance at the wergeld of the 
nobility should have shown this, for the nobility, and consequently the bio- land- 
owners, also had a definite sum fixed for them in various folk laws. Butitwould 
not occur to anyone that all these estates owners had much the same amount of 
land. There is no doubt that there were considerable differences between them 
just as there were within the great body of common freemen. ’ 

It has, for some time, been noticed that there was some kind of connection 
between the extent of a man’s land and the amount of his wergeld.^ According to 
Lombard law the wergeld was determined in angargathungi, according to the 
amount of land held, i.e. secundum qualitatem personae? And in Alemannic 
documents of the Carolingian period, where gifts were made to the Church, the 
price for possible repurchase was fixed according to wergelds.^ These phenomena 
have not so far been fully explained. Anglo-Saxon conditions may perhaps 
throw some light on the matter. Here we see clearly that the extent of a man’s 
land had a definite influence on the amount of his -wergeld. In the Laws ofine® 
(68 8-(59p the Welshman with one hide paid a wergeld of 120 solidi; if he had 
half a hide, he paid 80 solidi; and if he had no land, he paid 60 solidi. It is 
noteworthy that in the same Laws the man with five hides paid 600 solidi, i.e. 
exactly five times as much.® This throws light on the Alemannic documents. 
The -value of the Hufe at the time of the folk-laws, according to records of con¬ 
temporary purchases of land, must have been far below the freeman’s wergeld.^ To 
mention only a few characteristic examples, in the St. Gall formularies we find 
that in one grant of a Hufe of land a third of the wergeld is fixed as the repurchase 
price.® In a land charter of the same monastery in 797 the wergeld of a freeman 
(160 solidi) is fixed as the repurchase price of a gift of five Hufen? It is true that 
this redemption-price cannot be taken as conclusive and direct evidence of the 
value of the property; probably more favourable conditions were offered in order 
to induce the giver to part more readily -with his land.“ But all the samp, there is 
a striking degree of coincidence between these fixed sums and the minimum 
property on which the army-service of the freemen was based, i.e. three to four 
Hufen among the Franks, and three to five among the Anglo-Saxons. 

Nevertheless, it is of course impossible to fix a definite schedule for all the 
many ymations in the size of estates, more especially in view of the fact that 
an indmdual s wergeld might change and be raised in consequence of his official 
position in the king s service. It was quite sufficient to fix a uniform sum as the 
norm for the different classes. This was indispensable, because ,the criterion for 
wergeld -was not merely the man’s property but his own personal standing. It is 
now, for the first time, possible to understand the real meaning of the phrase fre¬ 
quently found in deeds of gift, hoba compositionis meae. The value of the Hufe might 
vary considerably even within the same district ; and a much closer approximation 
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Thus see that the wsrgeld within 


to t::e real value was thereby expressed 

„'ie G:*.erent Cipses or socien- -r^-as based on a aniform norm, but was calculated for 
eacn inaividuai separately, according to his propertj' in land and goods. The poor 
treeman aid ^no. pay tne same amount as a rich member of his class. On titis 
a».wOjnt tiiC burv-ien^oi tne system ot composrtion cannot have contributed to the 
socia: cepressio.n ot common freemen to the e.xtent mat t\-as formerlv assume^ 
tnoug-:, ot course, tne rich^treeman could more easily endure fr.e highir sum fixed 
in ms case than tire poor freeman could his minimum. 

^These conchtsions give us a new view of tile positive aspect of mis social 
development. New sources of accumulating wealtli are clearly indicated here. 
1 he possessor of five ffufen had a much higher wergeld than the owner of one ffufe 
In ail cases where it had to be paid, not onlv for murder but for any iniurv he 
obtained a mudi larger sum that the small freeman, and thus became not merely 
economically stronger and more secure, but also socially more important and 
esteemed. Hence tliere arose new opportunities for social and legal advancement. 
It a less-well-off freeman with perhaps only two ffufen gradually acquired more, 
he would, on reaching the lower limit for army service (three to four ffufen) be 
accepted in the more highly respected class which was personally liable for that 
service. This is clearly seen in the Nor 5 ieoda Laga (c. 920-954); 'when a freeman 
(ceorl) became so we !-off that he owned five hides he was to be considered 
wormy of a mane’s privileges.^ 

„ probably provides a solution to the vexed question of die nohiles in 

Bavaria. e have already seen that the freemen there were divided and that the 
minor populus, the freemen who were less well-off, were mentioned separately. 
On the other hand, a synodal decree laid down that the wimesses in the case of a 
false oath shou d be taken only from among the nohiles.^ This term certainly 
does not inciude only the .members of the six prominent genealogiae of the aris¬ 
tocracy. If we consider that in other cases too only the meliores ^ (i.e. men of 
property) are allowed to give testimony for the community, there is much to be 
said for the vnew that nobiles and meliores are equivalent terms. This would explain 
the fact that in the earlier Salzburg sources, where the nohiks are often mentioned,® 
freemS^^ donors, in a way which is not very likely among common 

I^ese Hcts show how radically economic development and the change in 
conditions oHand-ownership which accompanied it, must have altered the earlier 
social organizaflon. Naturally, however, this immense process of internal 
reorganization did not confine itself to the freemen alone. It must be remembered 
that the common ireemen were not merely being depressed ; their numbers were 
also constantly being added to from below. Moreover, persona! freedom was 
not lost by entenng the combine of the great estate.® I have shovm elsewhere ? 
mat me number of half-free men and serfs who appear in the Carolingian period 

I, 461, also Seebohm, Trihal Custom, 368, and Chadwick 
<403) a’similar pr^’ 

} .oe seen in A ore ay, where the Bmdt could become MMr. 

“ oee abovej 215. 

^ MG, £L,, lii, 486, § 2. 

* above, 221,. 

g my r^arks in Wlrtschaftsentwickiimg d. Kamilngeridt, ii®, 69 E 
139 E ““Ser, Uie saimie und poikische Bedeutung der Grundherrschaft im fruhrm MJ,, 1903, \% 

* .Dm fFirtsckaftseMtwicklimg der Kamlmgeridt^ ii\ 27 ff. 


Q 






EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 

cannot be due only to the depression of the common freemen, but that on .J, 
^ntrary, there is evidence of a large-scale upward movement of the unfee cfef" 
This came about m various ways. It took place unlawfully by the escaS of 1 • 

and ..rvr, who ran away from their obligations to the great estate, or reflS £ 
service owing to new demands on its part; or by resistance ap-ain^t 
and arbitrary assumption of freedom (self-emaLipation); and it haprened 
lawfully by means of manumission by the lord In Articular T noi . 4 

survived. My view was also strengthened by the general r l 

population, revealing on the one hand a small increase in serfs in the Car” liWfe 
^ steadily growing number of freemen everywhere despite 
Ae tendency to asse^ation, which, as we now know, had be^at Sork for 
centuries, even from Roman times. The status of freemen did not bvar™ 

remain intact from early times until the age of Charles the Great. ^ ^ 

tTi r “ 4 . ® Perforce to the assumption that the free class, which had long been 

Areatened with extincuon must have found new sources of recruitment • rife gaps 
created by outgoers must have been continually filled up by newcomers ’ Assefv^ 
tton in pre-Carolingian times did not affect Neustria only, nor was the connTcfen 
between Neustoa and Austrasia a loose one.^ It is impossible to-dayTass^e 
that ^strasia did not become familiar with the progress of Neustrian civilization 
unnl Carohng^ times and that it was then, for L first rimerforcSTntoIe^f “ 

IifJ rilf ^^velopment. Neither can we maintain that the Merovingians did 
not r^ize their tasfe as rulers and that the Carolingians were the first! Stack 
4 ese tasks vigorously for it is increasingly clear that the first great Carolingians 
foHowed the lines of Merovingian polkyf^ Nor is it true th! Se powS 
i^uence of the church in Austrasia had remained unimportant and that the 
hiemchy only developed into one of the most influential political factors in the 

asTfelZn aristocracy andSuSiS 

id SS cSti^f “a ^°"^“le changes in sociS 

separated from N<=> ct • " ^ matter of fact, Austrasia was not completely 

; Neustna in the early period, as it was later; Theuderic 
raled over a considerable part of the western territory. Theudebert (ua-kH) 

£Te°ChmX foiid support 

as^n. Theta ^ ^ ^”5-561) united the whole kin|dom 

Sigiberfs death Td ^ played an important part in Austrasia after 

the social HpvaI ^ r 71 arguments by which it is sought to prove that 

Cc JoSiilteSon' <■““ *»' “ the foiling 

made SSlL ^ ^s^^^an of that period h^ 

meaeSSrioTof Theudebert the main features of the whole 

medievj penod of Gem^ history are already foreshadowed.” ^ 

of Ae We7LdS”dff'' of freemen, the upward movement 
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g . emerges from the Zex.S’afea that not only ad the semi-fee hold Ae 
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knowledge of their political plans to denounce tliem to the king, who then 
actually put the freedmen in the position of judges over the accused. We see how 
great a danger to tlie nobility were these freedmen, w^ho had climbed to ofSces at 
court, and how the nobles, as soon as they gained power over die monarchy, tried 
to protect themselves by laws.^ Obviously die monarchy had found in the freed¬ 
men a weapon which it might use successfully against an increasingly pow^erful 
aristocracy. 

The same process was occurring in the Frankish kingdom, w^here traces of 
similar endeavours are evident. Clothar IPs famous regulation, in his Edict of 614, 
concerning the appointment of judges {iudices) has already been interpreted as a 
concession to die nobles—a safeguard for die aristocracy against the power of the 
king's officials.^ It wns not merely concerned with preventing the appointment 
of an alien to the office of count ^; the explanation of the principles contained in 
die edict shows that in future the poor and the propertyless in particular were to 
be excluded, because they could give no compensation if diey abused their office. 
When it is remembered that according to the Salic and ffie Ripuarian Laws 
freedmen could also hold the office of count or sakeharo^ and that up to that time 
they were chiefly drawn from the royal household,^ the significance of this political 
concession made by the Frankish king to his nobles at a moment when (as in Spain) 
they were becoming very powerful, may perhaps be better understood. The 
regulations in the Visigothic Law make this particularly evident. 

A further commentary on the matter is found in later events. After the fall 
of the great mayor of the palace, Ebroin (670), who had protected the monarchy 
against the insubordinate nobles, the latter forced important concessions from 
the king, in order to prevent any further infringement of their power, and it is 
significant that they referred to that same clause in the Edict of Clothar IL^ 
On this occasion w^e find in ecclesiastical sources, which are extremely indignant 
at Ebroin's procedure, a characteristic explanation of his aims. They call him a 
royal servant {miles')^ and accuse him of favouring persons of low birth, while 
violently attacking die aristocracy.® In the noble circles from which this description 
is derived, Ebroin himself was called a low-class upstart."^ This factious distortion 
of events shows clearly the essence of that great antagonism ; for it is obvious that 
among the Franks, too, the king had found in the faithful servants whom he had 
appointed to influential offices an effective means of protection against the superior 
power of the nobility. The freedmen and lid must have been particularly well 
adapted for this purpose, especially for employment in official positions. 

It is here that w^e must seek the roots of die later mimsteriales. In Carolingian 
times the need arose for a staff of officials, whose position involved both self- 
reliance and loyalty and “ could be held only by personally dependent (i.e. not 
fully free) men, as freemen would have been too independent and might easily 
have refused to be at their lord's disposal." ® The beginnings of this process, 


^ See especially the decrees of the 13th Counci! of Toledo (683) in Dahn, op. cit., vi^, 185. 

® Brunner, DRG,y ii, 169, note 61. 

* C 12. 

* Brunner, op. cit., note 60. 

® See Passzo Lmdegarii episc. Augustodun,^ c. 7, MG, SS, rer, Merov., v, .289, note 3. 

® See Acta s. Ragneherti. Bouquet, Recudlj, iii, 619, ikf6^. SS. rer, Merov., v, 209, new edit. 
'(Kmsch), where indeed the reading miles does not occur. 

See Bonell, Die Anfdnge des karoBng. Houses^ 156. 

® Keutgen, Pierteljahrschr, f, Soi. u. WG.^ viii, i If., esp. 539 If. 
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together "w-ith the economic and social conditions on which it was based, were to 
be found in pre-CaroIingian times. Sendee in tlie house of a noble, and especiallv 
die king’s service, caused the iiberti to rise in the world ; it also gave d:em\i share 
in the ser\ ice of the state and in this way tliey became tiie ancestors ot German 
ofBcialdom.^ This can be seen not only in the legal offices of count and sakeharo^ 
but also in the administration of finance and of the domains, MeTGvinmzn sources 
show that not only the office of cubicidanm but also most other episcopal appoint¬ 
ments were filled by freedmen.*^ Finally, in military servdee the ireedmen and iiti 
were a continual source of supply for troops, for we find them among the pueri 
regisj the antrustioni^ and the hucellam.^ 

In the same way the freedmen and the half-free became increasingly important 
among the Lombards in Italy, for the gasindi^ who were entrusted with public 
office, were largely composed of tliese.'^ The economic equipment of tliese semi- 
free and freed men with land, alone made possible their advancement. Tacitus 
tells us of various German army-leaders and kings who kept round them crowds 
of freedmen and proteges (ciientes)d In one passage he states that these men had 
settled^ on land in PannoniaA In Merovingian times, moreover, the leudes and 
gasindiy the vassals, received land from their lords ; the lords here had a direct 
motive for bettering their vassals’ position; they did so not merely to reward 
them for their service, but to render them economically capable of performing: 

Nor w^ere these officials, with tlieir closer connection with their lord, alone 
in managing to improve their economic status by obtaining a henejicium; the 
economic position of other freedmen also changed for the better. Too much has 
been made of Tacitus’ remark that these Iiberti did not rank much above the unfree 
and Tv-ere^ of little importance.® Tacitus, a Roman of senatorial rank, naturally 
gained this impression, owing to the great social and political importance of the 
freedmen of his time in Rome. He tells us in another passage that almost all the 
families of senatorial rank at that time were descended from freedmen.® These were 
eligible for all offices and actually held them. In contrast with these the great body 
of German Bd in the peasant occupations must have appeared very humble. He 
especially emphasizes the fact that German freedmen w^ere not considered of equal 
rank with the free.^® He expressly excepts, howwer, those states wffiich were ruled 
by kings. 

The economic importance of freeedmen is quite a different proposition. In 
this connection we must remember the laeti^ bands of Germans, wffio, from, the end 
of the third century, were settled by the Roman Emperors on public lands in 
Gaul. They were given estates, terrae laeticae, in return for performing military 
service.^^ Though they were not free to move, their status w^as hereditaiy, they 
were farily independent, had a co-operative constitution, and seem to have lived 
according to their native laws.^^ In a constitudo of the Emperor Honoiius (399) 

^ Solim.j “ Die in altgerman. Zei,t.” Zeitschr, d. Savignj-Sdfmng f, RG., 21, 20 ff. (ick)o). 

^ Guiihiermoz, Origines de la Noblesse en France^ 46, note 28. 

^ ® See Guiihiermoz, op. cit., 41 ff., and Sohm, op, cit., 23, and Guerard, Poiyptyque de Rabbi 
Irmtnon^ i, 267. 

^ See the sources collected by Guiihiermoz, op. cit., 47, note 32. 

® AnnaL, i, 57; ii, 45 ; xii, 30, etc. 

® Anna!., xii, 30. 

' See Waitz, NG,, ii, i®, 349, note 4, 357; Brunner, RG,, ii, 260, note 9. 

® Germania, c. 25. 

® See ArmaL, xiii, 57. 10 Germama, c. 25. 

See abo\fe, 52 ff. See Brunner, RG., i®, 54, 
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we have positive proof tliat these laeu soon developed great economic activity 
and seized more land then they were entitled to. This could have happened only 
if they w'ere in a favourable social and economic position.^ It should, moreover, 
be obser\"ed that a Summarium to Theodosianus summed up this comtitutio 
as follows : peregrini occupantes Romanam provinciam nullum beneficium 
acclpiant^ nisi eis principalis indulgenda concesserit? Thus an accretion of land 
above the normal is here called a beneficium. This does not simply mean a favour, 
but is used in its technical sense, as we see from the verb merere^ which in Mero¬ 
vingian and early Carolingian terminology is always the technical term used for 
the acquisition of benefices.^ In this connection it is noteworthy that in one of the 
Marculf formularies the expression beneficia is used for the land which the king 
exchanges with a noble. Among its appurtenances colonicae are the first to be 
mentioned.^ Tlius it is clear that semi-free and even unfree men could receive 
land as a beneficium. These received the land on a better right “ without such 
service as was the rule in the transference of land to serfs.” ® 

If, then, land w^as bestowed in return for the performance of certain services, 
the bestowal lasted as a rule as long as the service itself. Therefore actual permanent 
possession, and soon even an hereditary right, might develop in consequence of 
political considerations. It is well known, in connection with the Merovingian 
grants of land, that the Frankish kings confirmed all the gifts of their predecessors.® 
This applied especially to the royal leudes. The old theory that these grants were 
made chiefly for military purposes can no longer be held ; benefices were far 
more frequently granted in return for economic services.^ Beneficia may also 
stand for the rent-paying holdings of peasants; we find them held by persons 
liable to base services and even described as coloni.® The difference lay in the fact 
that the beneficial holdings were more independent than the Hufen, situated in a 
closely integrated property complex; the beneficia provided a way out of the latter, 
since, furthermore, tlie landlord’s powder over the land on lease and over the 
leaseholder was much looser.® And since presentations of beneficium frequently 
occurred in Merovingian times,and the great estates also, as we now Imow,^^ 
were developed during that period, we must assume that the economic and social 
changes brought about by these ^d not appear for the first time in the later 
Carolingian period. There must have been at the same time an improvement in 
the economic and social position of beneficiaries. 

The same applies also to those liti and semi-free men who had not received 
beneficia. It is not true that there w^as no real improvement in their condition even 
in Carolingian times. On the contrary, the outbreaks of discontent among these 
classes, for example in Saxony, might be regarded as proof that the liti already 
played an important part ; indeed, the Emperor Lothar hoped by the help of 
the liti to be able to humiliate the powerful nobles, the league of the Stellinga 
(Stellingabund),^^ I have already proved from the sources that in Carolingian 


Quoted by Brunner, op. cit., note 13. ^ Brunner, op. cit. 

g ^ Form. Marculf,, i, 30, MG. FF., 61. 
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» Seeliger, op. cit., 41 ff. 10 cf. below. Chapter IX. 

” f- and 213 f. See H. Brunner, RG., 356. 
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times the economic situation of the semi-free became more favourable.^ It 
is knouTi that even in the Merovingian period the Church favoured and 
recommended manumission as a tt^orlt pleasing to God." There was alreadv a 
remarkably large body'' of freedmen whose interests the church upheld.® The 
problem of these freedmen and their legal position was an important part of the 
legislative programme of Councils from the sixth century- onwards.* Even in 
Merovingian times three sendng-folk of both sexes were' freed on every- royal 
farm (villa) at the birth of a roy-al prince.® That would involve several hundred 
freedmen at a time. The entry into religious life also afforded an opportunity 
to many unfree persons to become free.® The freedmen were usually provided 
with land by tlie territorial lords. But it is a mistake to emphasize only the*negative 
results of this process, namely that the semi-free censuales were depressed alcain.® 
The very complaints from which we learn of this show how visorouslv these 
semi-free classes fought against the tendency to force them back Into bondage, 
frequently even going so far as to flee and to refuse sendee.’ 

Further, we ought not to overlook the fact that it was decidely to the interest 
of the territorial lords to make their often thinly populated and not infrequently 
waste land_ economically more profitable, by granting land on favourable terras 
and affording ad-v-antageous economic conditions. Manumission increased the 
personal participation of the tenants in the profits, provided that suitable grants 
of land were made to them. Hereditary leasehold and metayage occurred botli 
in the Merovingian^ kingdom and among the Visigoths,® and the existence of 
cerocensuales in the sixth century has been definitely- proved by Gregory of Tours.® 
These freer forms of land-leases must have very much strengthened the class of 
semi-free. This is clear from their practical results, for at the beginning of the 
Carolingian period tltere is a special category of seigneurial Hufen, called hobae 
lidiles, which were larger than the serviles and carried fewer burdens.*® 

The M disappear later; they have already partly gone in the ninth century-, 
though not as completely as earlier scholars thought. Some of them became fused 
with the free tenants, but the rest, i.e. the majority, w-ere merged in ^tcensimEtas.'^ 
At that time already lid and censuales were trying to improve their general position 
by attempting to secure freedom, not from all connection with the great estate 
in general, but from the local compulsion of the demesne.*® But above all, the fact 
that the lid could acquire property, and make contracts, made it possible for the 
more efficient man to purchase his freedom by means of that property.*® This is 
proved not only by the Lex Frisioni, but by a series of Aiemannic documents 
belonging to the early Carolingian period.** Lid who possessed no freedom of 
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movement could in tliis way purchase the right of mobilit}^ from their lords. 
Among die Burgundians it was a regular custom, even in the fifth century, for 
freedmen to buy for Ov\^elve solid! permission to go where they wished,^ Thus 
greater mobility was made possible and this gave rise not only to better and easier 
distribution of employment of labour in the different agricultural centres, but 
also enabled men to obtain more favourable economic conditions. The censuales 
in particular could, after paying their agreed rent, use the excess of their produce 
to enrich themselves. 

The subject of manumission now leads us to consider the lowest classes of the 
population, the unfree. The number of these to be found in the pre-Carolingian 
population has been very variously estimated by scholars.^ Tacitus, in his time, 
speaks of unfree persons and indeed distinguishes two classes, those who were 
originally free but lost their freedom by staking it in play ^ ; and the rent-paying 
tenants of landlords, of the same type as the Roman coloni,^ Unfree persons 
existed, therefore, in large numbers from the early German period and w^ere even 
used for economic purposes outside the lord’s house. 

During the next period, the so-called migrations, the wars in which Roman 
sway was abolished and the appropriation of land by the Germans, must also 
have considerably increased the number of slaves,^ even if we do not believe in a 
general enslavement of the free Romans.® There is no doubt that even when 
the new German states were in course of foundation, after the migrations, 
there were a large number of slaves, not only in the West but in the East also. 
This is proved by the numerous manumissions wLich took place in Merovingian 
times,^ and by the great increase in the slave trade. This has sometimes been held 
only to apply to Neustria,® but w^e must not forget that regulations about the sale 
of slaves occur in various folk law^s of the Inner and East German tribes,® and that 
even Tacitus (as w^e saw^ just now) tells us that the Germans sold freemen, who 
had become slaves because they had staked themselves in play.^° Passages in 
Paul the Deacon reveal similar occurrences and make it clear that large numbers of 
slaves, especially captives in w^ar, were sold from Inner Germany to the South.^^ 
Some folk laws actually forbid the sale of slaves; for example, the Frisian Law 
forbids them to be sold to paganas gentes in order to prevent their being killed 
as sacrifices by the heathen.^^ But this cannot have been the only reason for these 
prohibitions. The Alemannic Law’- forbids the sale of slaves outside the country, 
whether to heathen or Christian, unless at the command of the Duke.^^ Nor is it 
true that only Inner Germany carried on a slave trade with the Roman territories, 
for we learn from the Burgundian Law that slaves were sold by the Franks to 
Burgundy,and the same may be inferred from the decree of the Council of Chalons 
(639-654), wherein it is laid dowm that no Christian may be sold as a slave 
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outside the kingdom.^ It should also be noted that the sale of foreign slaves (servi 
alieni) is often mentioned in the folk laws.- Clearly a trade in slaves was carried on 
not only by their masters^ but also by professional slave-dealers, among whom 
the Jew^s from early times played an important part.^ 

It is noW'^ for the first time possible to understand the numerous prohibitions 
relating to the sale of freemen.^ In almost all the folk laws there is a decree that 
such trade should not be allow'^ed either inside or outside the state or the province; 
the persons sold must be brought back and restored to freedom, and if this could 
not be done their w^ergeld must be paid. Presumably many freemen had in this 
W'^ay sunk into slavery, probably increasing the number of slaves outside rather 
that inside their home-country. It is at once evident that the slave trade was not 
confined to the markets of Neustria. On the w^hole, w^e may assume tliat the 
number of manumissions exceeded the number of enslavements,^ W'^hich accounts 
for the surprising phenomenon that there was not a great increase in serfdom 
during this whole period.® 

I have already drawn attention to other circumstances, besides the numerous 
manumissions, w-hich indicate an improvement and alleviation in the condition 
of the unfree. Above all, the oft-quoted principle that a marriage betv'een free 
and unfree deprived their offspring of freedom was no longer of general applica¬ 
tion. On tlie contrary, if a free woman married a servus^ a charter from the lord 
(conculcaturia) might make freedom possible for the offspring of the union. 
Charters of this kind are found already in the Merovingian period, as, 
for example, those of Angers and of Marculf.'^ Moreover, it wns possible for 
the children of unfree women to be preserved from slavery by pious dedication 
to the church {traditiones),^ Finally, many men won their freedom by giving effect 
to tlie provision in Roman law^ for a thirty-year period of qualification, and they 
also assumed it arbitrarily, as we see from numerous lawsuits in the early Frankish 
period.® 

One point deserves especial notice ; at the end of the Carolingian period, in 
which, according to the usual theory, there was a general depression of freemen,^® 
we learn from various sources, especially in East Germany, that there wns a marked 
lack of slaves.^^ There must, therefore, have been an improvement in their con¬ 
dition, and they must have begun to rise in the social scale. The development of 
the great estates, especially among the Germans, had a positively beneficial effect 
in this direction. Tacitus noticed the great difference betw^een Romans and 
Germans in their treatment and employment of servi?-’^ He especially notes that 
on seigneurial land they were farming on their own account. Waltz remarked 
that ‘‘ in Gaul this practice was the cause of a considerable improvement in the 
position of slaves.” And another factor may be noted in this connection. 
At the beginning of Carolingian times a special group became distinguished among 
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the unfree, servi heneficiales^ in contrast to the propriL Even in Merovingian 
times the servi casati were legally superior to the ordinary slaves. They 
were not common mancipia^ set free per denarium^ nor slaves without property like 
the servus in Lex Salica^ 26, but mansuarii^ who even before manumission possessed 
land and probably also mancipiad Thus some slaves were already able to own 
property; the land of the mansuarius^ with its appurtenances according to the 
Roman model, is described as his peculium and he himself as a servus peculiarisd^ 
Thus they were later able to attain full freedom, to some extent in consequence of 
manumission, per denarium ante regem. With the development of the great estates 
such appointments of mancipia to Hufen (mansi) must have become more frequent 
as the estates of one lord became more extensive. In consequence of the scattered 
nature of the lands, wLich they had gained piece by piece by numerous single 
conveyances, it was to the advantage of these landlords to exploit them by the 
useful method of servi casati, A typical example is found in Merovingian times in 
the decayed estates of the bishopric of Rheims, which were restored and 
economically improved by planting coloni in the various villages.^ 

Moreover, these numerous grants of land to church and king,which are 
regarded as the chief source of the growth of great estates, brought with them 
another phenomenon, to which, in my opinion, sufficient importance has not 
been attached, from the point of view^ of social history. These grants were often 
accompanied by the manumission of slaves who were handed over to the pro¬ 
tection of the recipient.^ Thus, entry into the union of a great estate (especially 
an ecclesiastical one) led to an improvement in their position. 

Slaves became tied to the soil, i.e. they could not be transferred without 
the Hufe^ nor the Hufe without them.® It was not in the second half of the eighth 
century that the servi casati were for the first time counted among the immohilia, 
while the rest of the mancipia were still considered mohilia ; this is no innovation 
as compared with Merovingian times. There are already similar comments in a 
constitutio of the Emperors Valentinian and Gratian in the second half of the 
fourth century. Again, certain Formularies of Angers reveal the same situation 
in the seventh century in respect of the mancipia ori^naria? The law^ is therefore 
an old one, and not a Carollngian innovation. Moreover, with regard to this 
development, the Edict of Theodoric had already made certain exceptions, by 
which the transference of such mancipia might also be permitted without the 
immohilia,^ Nevertheless, even granting that this immobility of mancipia is an 
old law, inexistence from the fourth to the seventh centuries, the course of develop¬ 
ment must have been not from mobility to immobility but vice versa. In this way 
the meaning of the regulation in the Edictwn Theodorici^ which was intended to 
lack of labour for urban industries, becomes clear. 

This mobilization of unfree agricultural labourers for work in the towms 
did not involve any change for the worse, but rather an improvement in their 

4 H. Brminer, ifis-tor. Jufsat^e f, G, 68 £ (1886). 

® Brunner, DRG., i®, 370, note 9. 

® Fzta Nivardz episcopi Remens^ c. 6 : MG, SS. rer, Merav., v, 163. 
at “Y WinspmftsentwicMung d. Kanlinga-iat, I», 19S, and Haff’ Zaitschr. d. Savigny-Stiftung 
i-xxxm, 4p ff., esp. 459 if. J J b 

^ Germ, edit., ii®, i8o, esp. note 447. 

® Brunner, DRG., i®, 370. 

Form, jindecay.y No. 3, MG. FF., 6. 

® c. 142, JfG. LL., v, 166. 
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circiimstances,ashas been taken for granted in analysing the later period of the so- 
called rise of town life in Germany. In the towns these unfree elements of the 
population found new and certainly more favourable conditions of labour.^ Such con¬ 
ditions, however, did not arise in urban centres alone ; they also appeared within 
the great estates themselves, with their constantly expanding territor}^ and power. 
The organization of their great economic activity made it possible to utilize the 
personal efficiency of each man, in a way that could not be done in smaller concerns. 
Numerous officials and overseers became necessar}^ ^—stewards, bailiffs, foresters, 
huntsmen, falconers, rangers, butlers, managers of studs and of fisheries, and 
many others; individual ability and special skill could become important in 
seigneurial trade, or in service as messengers or soldiers. Hotvever subordinate the 
legal position of these unfree house-servants and industrial workers may have been, 
it was often better than that of the unfree peasant owing dues. Even if they all 
counted legally as serfs, in practice their economic importance varied greatly with 
that of their lord and wdth the nature of their employment. 

This differentiation within the large social class of the unfree, wffiich v. Inama- 
Stemegg regarded as the “ specific result ” of a later period (tenth to twelfth 
centuries), was already in existence long before, and was not “ introduced ” for 
the first time even in the Carolingian era.^ With the growth of the great estates 
and the extension of cultivation to hitherto uncultivated land by means of reclama¬ 
tion and the introduction of special forms of agriculture, for example vine¬ 
growing, better conditions of land-tenure appeared. Not only later, but as early 
as Merovingian times, clearings and vineyards led to the development of free 
hereditary holdings. In the Formularies of Angers (seventh century) metayage 
or Teilhau {colonia parciaricia) already occurs in the case of vineyards,^ and the 
form of the precaria w^as also used among the settlers (accolani) who received land 
for reclamation.® It should also be noted that at least some of the ecclesiastical 
coloni among the Alemanni ® and Baiuvari ^ were already described as freemen, 
wffiereas in the West they were still on the whole considered as unfree.® Moreover, 
from a social point of view, the growth of great estates by no means produced only 
unfavourable results. In the light of what we have already learned about the old 
Mark-association we can now interpret the matter correctly. We have seen ® that 
there w^ere already Mark-associations on the great seigneurial estates of the late 
Roman period, and that they continued with these into the early Middle Ages. 
They w^ere not, as was formerly believed, communities of free peasants possessing 
the common ownership of the village Mark. Even in their capacity as tenants of 
seigneurial land they possessed certain rights, which can easily be derived from 
the economic interests of the great estate itself, i.e. certain rights of inheritance 
in the absence of direct heirs of a deceased member, and the right of vetoing the 
settlement of strangers to the village and the Mark. The former was intended 
to safeguard the undiminished rent for the lord, and both these rights sought 

^ Cf. V. Inama-Stemegg, Deutsche Wiruchafisgeschichte^ ii, 205, 237 ; also below. Chapter X. 

^ Cf. V. Inama-Stemegg, DWG.^ 35S. 

3 DWG., ii, 51. 

^ No. 30, MG. FF., 14. 

® Cf. Form. Marculfi, ii, 41 ; ibid., 100. 

® Lex Aleman., viii, xxiii; MG. LL., iii, 48, 52; also Ivii, ibid., 64. 

The proselytes, as Waitz, VG., ii, i®, 240, note 3, explained, were also called coloni, but on the 
other hand liheri : cf. also Lex Baiuvar., LB. : de coloms vel servzs ecclesiae. MG. LL., iii, 278. 

® See Germ, edit., ii^, 182, note 462. 

® See above, 43 if, and 148 ff. 
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to maintain the tenant in a position in which he was capable of discharging 
his obligations in dues and services, and with this purpose in view to protect 
him against any infringement of his own rights. In the same way the pre¬ 
occupation of the lord with the yield of his estate ^ is reflected in the right of 
reclamation which, already in the Roman period, the lord had conceded*to the 
tenants pro rata possessionis,^ 

There is no doubt that all tliese rights brought about an economic and social 
improvement in the position of tenants on the great estates, especially as regards 
the fiscal burden, which had pressed upon them in Roman times and which now 
gradually disappeared in these German states. It transpires that the small peasants 
went over in large numbers to the Germans because they enjoyed more favourable 
conditions there.^ Given the necessary application and efficiency, they could 
extend their holdings by bringing waste land under cultivation. The imperial 
enactments on this point {Leges Hadrianae^ etc.) should therefore be regarded as 
measures already taken in the Roman era for the protection of the peasantry. 
The peasant tenants had also a share in all the advantages of a higher agricultural 
technique, which was practised on the large estates, and was not available to the 
free peasant on his own small holding. Among the foremost of such advantages 
were the provision of farming equipment, such as seed and tools, and a share in 
productive plant, such as bake-ovens, wine-presses, smithies, and mills. I have 
already spoken of the advantages enjoyed by the peasants on the great estates, 
owing to the privileges possessed by their lords.^ The immunitas protected them 
from the direct encroachments of public officials, who could not enter land thus 
freed nor exercise force over its inhabitants- Their lord represented them in public 
courts of justice, he watched over them, and indeed he himself soom came to 
arrange their military service. 

It must not be forgotten that the state obliged the rich, and these great land¬ 
lords in particular, to look after the poor,^ and the measure of their responsibility 
depended on the extent of their estates. Not only did they erect churches and 
chapels on their land, but also hospitals and shelters for strangers. They alone 
were in a position to advance ready money at need,^ to give credit, and In the last 
resort to bestow annuities upon childless or disabled persons, in order to provide 
for their old age, in return for their plot of land {traditio) \ in short, they became 
responsible for a full and embracing socio-political activity, which was greatly 
to the advantage of the poorer classes of the population, and this at a time when 
the state was not yet in a position to carry out such duties on its own account- 
These happy consequences of the growth of great estates did not, however, make 
themselves felt for the first time in the Carolingian period. Like the estates them¬ 
selves, these impfovements came into existence earlier and derived special stimulus 
from the representative par excellence of large land-ownership, which had been 
growing up since late Roman times. That representative was the Church, with its 
charitable functions and aims.*^ 

Against the abuse of power, of which the great landowners might be guilty 
in this pre-Carolingian period, above all against tlie oppression of the economically 
weakest and poorest,® the combination of the tenants, now so numerous, 


3 See Gerni. edit., ii^, 183, note 465. 

^ See ai)o\e, 9^ ^ See above, 217 £ 

fi TT^j WiTtsckaftsentwickhmg der Karolmgeridty ii“, 274, and Chapter VIII below. 

ftid. 1', 216 £ 7 See below, Chapter Vni. 

* oee above, 217 £ 
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provided the possibility of a stronger resistance. On diese great estates and land- 
complexes seeds were sown for the formation of rights of class and status. Manorial 
custom, which w^s gradually evolving, was by no means, as used to be thought, 
the levelling of a uniform mass of tenants all bound by identical dues, but displays 
a differentiation of status according to the different legal condition of the various 
tenant groups^ This is not true only of the later period after the tentii century, 
for if already in pre-Carolingian times the peasant tenants on die large estates 
differed among themselves both in personal status and in their land titles,^ it 
means diat the prerequisites for such a process tvere already there. 

Here, therefore, the old social isolation of the small free peasant farmers was 
more easily overcome, and a consolidation was effected which, in the event of a 
threat from widiout or of an infringement of their rights, would act all the more 
directly if diose concerned were numerous and near at hand. As a matter of fact, in 
the Carolingian period as w^ell as in late Roman times, we find evidence of resistance 
and of co-operative unions on die part of these tenants on seigneurial estates, of 
refusals of service and rebellions against their lord.^ There is no fundamental 
difference in this matter between developments in the German period and the 
misery of the late Roman age; even in pre-Carolingian times there was no lack 
of such peasant rebellions. I need only mention the revolt of the people in the 
territory of Limoges in 579, wLen they were oppressed by hea\y taxation.^ 
Nevertheless, in these German states of the early Middle Ages conditions were 
better than before for the peasants, chiefly because the small peasant farmer was not 
handed over to a big leaseholder (conductor) against whose caprice tlie representa¬ 
tive of the state (the imperial procurator) gav-e no protection, as they were 
so often in collusion owing to their common interests. ® We have already seen that the 
early German monarchs among the Ostrogoths and Visigoths, Burgundians and 
Franks, and die dukes among the Alemanni and Baiuvari, struggled against 
the great landlords and stood up for the small freemen, and especially protected the 
peasants against unjust demands from the lords by fixing their economic services.® 
Furthermore, the Church, even though as a large property-owner itself it 
had to a great extent the same interests as the lay aristocracy, soon broke down 
the hitherto solid might of the great estates. For its possessions were quite often 
threatened by the secular nobility or, rather, by the offlcials of the state, and 
especially the counts. It tried to protect itself against their encroachments by 
obtaining grants of immunity, and it came to the aid of the poor and weakJ It is 
no accident that the folk laws undertook above all the regulation of the dues of 
tenants on Church lands, and seem to have laid dowm maximum scales which could 
not be exceeded. The regulations of the Alemannic Law ^ on this point immediately 
follow those which are directed against the expropriation of ecclesiastical property 
by the laity.® Those of the Bavarian Law end mth the significant prohibition: 
tameti iniuste neminem obpremas, ^ Here we have protective legislature, 

^ See G. Seeiiger, Die so:^iaie u, po!u. Bedeutung der Grimdherrsckaft im fruherm MA.^ 179. 

® C£ Garsoimet, Hiswire des locations perpitueUes et des haux a longue duree, 1879, .and Pivano, 
/ contratti igrari in Italia ml alto medio evo (1906).. See above, 2.30 £, and 233 £ 

® See the proofs in my Wirtschafts.mtwickiung der Karolingeridtj 30 ff. 

* Gr^ory of Tours., Hist. Francor.y v, 28. 

® See above, 136. ® See above, 217 If. 

^ See below, Chapter Vlll. ® Tit. xxii and xxiii. MG. ZX., iii, 51. 

® Tit. xix, op. dt. Tit. i, 13, op. dt., 278 £ 

Ibid., 3S0 ; c£ also ibid., 279, with reference to angariae : ampBus non minentur. 
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especially on behalf of the unfree, which was bound to bring about an improve¬ 
ment in their position. 

A similar process may be traced in England. According to the Rectitudines ^ 
the peasants were to do “ what they had been told to do,’’ and this cannot be 
interpreted ^ in the light of a series of labour services left to the caprice of the 
lord, for the same formula is also found in those laws which were definitely 
intended to protect the peasant, and which even, like the Bavarian Law, aim at 
fixing tliese services to their advantage.^ 

In my view the conditions of the time are to be explained quite differently. 
Again and again the traditional custom is taken as the norm and standard for these 
services. No new burden, no increased demand above what had been hitherto 
the custom was to be allowed.^ It is certainly significant that the word consuetudo 
was already being used as the technical term for tribute and taxes. ^ In England, 
the Rectitudines, at the end of the paragraph about peasant services, emphasizes 
the maintenance of the old system of property in land and popular custom.® 

Thus the peasants had a means of protection if a new or unusual increase of 
their burdens were imposed on them. This is shown clearly by numerous specific 
examples which can be found in Merovingian times. Thus it is said that King 
Dagobert laid '' unaccustomed tribute ” {insueto censu) on the people of Bourges, 
and that the latter complained to their bishop."^ We also learn that the popular 
revolt of the people of Limoges in 579 was caused by discriptiones novas et 
gravis introduced by King Chilperic.® At the Council of Clermont (535) the 
bishops told King Theudebert that he should content himself with the 
‘‘ customary ” taxation, and that each man should pay only the dehita trihuta} 
This also left a trace in the formulary of the immunity-charters of the eighth 
century, in which the demands which are prohibited seem also to include novae 
consuetudinesd^ 

The consolidation of these men who were bound to service is reflected in the 
general term expressing their obligation; they are called consuetudinarii among 
the Franks in the early Carolingian period and in England in the eleventh 
century.^^ The land itself, in respect of which the holders, even freemen, are accord¬ 
ing to custom to perform services, is called terra consuetudinariaP Thus the 
concepts involved are those of men subject to dues, and of land bearing dues, and 
their meaning is not confined to the unfree and the semi-free. 

The class oicolliberti illustrates this process of development most significantly 

^ In tile so-calied Recutudznes Singularum Personarum (960—1060), c. 4. Liebermann, Gesetre 
der Angehachsen^ i, 444 ff. 

® See Germ, edit., 187 ff. 

® Lex Baiuvar i, 13 : tantum serviant, quantum eis per possibilitatem impositum fuerit.” MG. 
LL., iii, 280. 

^ See the passages quoted by Waitz, VG.^ ii, 1®, 209, note i; 227, note 2: ii, 2®, 263, note i 
Also Gregory of Tours, Hist. Franc, y v, 27, vii, 52. 

^ See Germ, edit., 1S9, note 490. 

® Op. dt., -^8, c. 4, 6. 

Pita Sulpicti ep. Bituric. MG. SS. rer. Merov., iv, 376. 

» Gregory of Tours, Hut. Franc., v, 28. 

® MG.y Condi., I, 77. 

So at least for ItaHan recipients. MG. DD. Karol., i5<>-8. 

Lewis the Pious’ charter to St. Columha (Sens) in a.d. 833. Bouquet, Recueil, vi, 591. 
Muhlhacher, ^gesta Imperii, i®, No. 525, confirming earlier documents. 

C£ Vinogradoff, EngUsk Society in the Eleventh Century, 284. 

C£ .the Form. Extravag., No. 27, MG. FF., 725. 

Genu, 'edit., ii®, 190. 
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Until recently very little was know about tliem. A certain passage in the sources, 
the point of which has long been recognized, indicates that not only birth but also 
traditio —the grant of land—ogives rise to a class of colliheru, "Recent Italian 
scholars have finally cleared up the whole matter/ by shovdng diat this term 
expressed the social equality of freedmen, w^ho had been emancipated by the same 
lord. Colliberti are not a phenomenon peculiar to Lombard law’, nor are they to 
be found only in France, but also in England, wdiere they are called boors, and in 
Bavaria.^ In the latter the term denotes members of a free soda! class. 

N. Tamassia demonstrated the existence here of a connection with Roman 
conditions, and based his explanation also for Bavaria ^ on the w’ell-known survival 
of the remnants of Roman population. Thus we have before us a combination 
of men, originating in the erstwdile slavery of the freedmen,^ and this also explains 
the common rights which w^e find later in the relations of these colliheni with each 
other. These rights are very like those of the Mark-associates, for they include a 
prior claim of neighbours to land in the case of its alienation as W'^ell as certain 
rights of inheritance over it, and finally common rights over the undivided land 
of the village {fiuvatda).^ Indeed a Lombard charter of 730, which deals with 
this has been regarded as important evidence for the existence of the Mark- 
association.® These collihertt are also called comministri^ with reference to the 
service which they ow’ed their common lord.^ The importance of freedmen in the 
grow’th of a class of ministeTzalesy which w’e dealt with above in general terms,® 
is here further explained. For in France at a later date officials w^ere chosen from 
among the colliberti^ and in some circumstances they entered the knightly class. 
Within the great estate it was not only theunfree who w-^ere givmHufen{ma7mmrii) 
which enabled them to improve their position and therefore to rise in the social 
scale, but also the unfree who worked in the lord’s house. Here a word may be 
said about the pueri and gasindu I have already remarked that I do not regard these 
simply as a strictly uniform class of slaves ; some of them were certainly freed¬ 
men.® It is especially noteworthy that these terms appear to be used not merely 
for the unfree servants of the king, but generally, in the sense of jnmuli or ministriJ-^ 
As now in the king’s household some, though not all, of the unfree servants 
were put on an equal footing with the freedmen (/fri), so also in 'the case of the 
other great estates an improvement in the social position of the unfree might be 
brought about by manumission, especially as similar opportumdes for adminis— 
prative employment w^ere available, owing to the growth of the great estate. It 
is generally assumed that the administrative system of ecclesiastical and secular 
properties was copied from that of the crown lands.^ We have already seen that 
some of the pueri regis who were lid rose to the positions of count and sakebarod^ 

^ Saityoli, * Consortes e coEiberti secondo ii diritto longobardo-franco,” Atti t msmor. d. i?. 
deputaiwm di Stona Patriaper ie prov. Modems.^ a. Farmesi, % sen 2 (1S83) ; Tamassia, I coiiiberd 
nella ytona del diritto Italiano/’’ in Studi dz diritto Romano ate. in onore di Scudoja. ii, 147 ff. (1905). 

2 Cf. Lex Baiuvar., ix, 4; MG. LL., iii, 303. ^ ^ ^ V y-v 

® T^assia, op. cit., 165. 

t pointless to assume that they were imfee, as did Lampredit a nd K. btayer. 

® Tamassia, op. cit., 162.. 

® See my Wirtschaftsentwickkmg der Karoiingerzeit, "sfe £ 

^ Tamassia, op. dt., 156. ^ 

® See above, 228 £ 

® See above, 227. 

^ CL Vpa Eiigu ep. Noviomag., ii, 25 ; MG. SS. rer. Marov.^ iv, 714 (of a bi'sbop) : Gregory 
of Tours, vii, 46; ibid., I, 322 (of a trader). f/. ^ j 

See V. Inama-Stem^, 1/ 464, 4S1. is 3^ 
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But even'completely unfree persons were raised in Merovingian times to the office 
of count and to other offices. In the sixth century a striking example of this is to 
be found in the history of Leudastes, a man of unfree origin who rose in the king’s 
ser\dce till he became count and even dux}- This seems to have happened 
very frequently in Spain. The thirteenth Council of Toledo (683) promulgated 
this oecumenical decree : ut exceptis servis fiscalihus vel libertis abrasa deinceps 
kuius malae praesumptionis licentia nullus ex servitute quorumlibet^ servus sit vel 
libertus, ad palatina qfficia transeat, ^ 

The same is true of the Churchy as we see from Guerard’s collection of 
passages from the sources concerning the different offices on the great 
estates.® Poschl has also shovm, in his work on the origin of episcopal vassalage/ 
that from Merovingian times bishops and abbots often took the field at the head 
of armed troops^ and diat their vassals were called upon not only for military 
purposes but for other services of the most varied nature. Even under Charles 
the Great there were unfree episcopal vassals, but among the episcopal servants 
the knightly Vassi came into prominence quite early. An improvement in social 
position must have occurred here also. Vassalage without beneficium disappeared 
by a process of restratification, as it did among the lay seniorates. Even under 
Charles the Great an increasing number of episcopal servants were in possession 
of heneficia} 

In both cases there were similar economic and social conditions and similar 
interests to be safeguarded, both in the administration of the large estates and in 
military matters, and the political position gained by these immunity-lordships 
in the Merovingian period, during the great wars and turmoils in the Frankish 
kingdoms, had to be protected.® 

In future it will be impossible simply to point to the depression of the 
common freemen as the one characteristic phenomenon of the social development 
of those times. The virile upward movement of the lower classes, and particularly 
of the unfree, which is everywhere apparent, was a far more influential factor in 
the remarkable increase of the semi-free population. Only on this assumption is 
it possible to understand why, in spite of that depression, which was not of later 
origin, there were still a large number of common freemen at the beginning of the 
Carolingian period. The fact that these favourable social tendencies were active 
at that time constitutes a significant progress as compared with the late Roman 
period. This ad\^nce is due to the new factors of growth, above all to the German 
peoples and to the Church, by means of wffiich the elements of both economic 
and political life were reorganized. The second of these factors must now be 
considered. 


^ Gregory of Tours, Hist. Franc.^ v, 48, relates his career in detail. 
^ MG. Zi., sect, i, i, 478. 

® Polyptyque de Fahhi Irrmmn^ 1, 451 ff., esp. 434 ff. 

Bischofsgut u. Mensa^Episcopalisy i, 114 ff., esp. 146 ff. (1908). 
^ Poschl, op. cit., 150 f. 

® See above, 198 ff. 
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THE CHURCH 

F or a long time past and for good reason Christianity, and its representative, 
die Church, have been credited with an important part in the reconstruction of 
European culture. The Church appears in the first place as intermediary between 
ancient civilization and the new Germanic states. Recent scholarship has, how¬ 
ever, revealed a picture somewhat different in its essentials from the one presented 
formerly. At one time the foreground was overshadowed by the great work of 
conversion accomplished in the new Germanic states, the basis of the political 
power of Catholicism and the Roman Church. With the growing conviction of 
the existence of a great cultural chasm between ‘‘ Antiquity ” and the “ Middle 
Ages and the conception of the latter as a fundamentally new creation, the 
Church acquired a vital importance as mediator between the old and destroyed 
past and the new, primitive present. Such hypotheses naturally caused social 
historians to pay little attention to the earliest period of the diffusion of Christianity, 
occurring as it did during the decay of antiquity and before the foundation of the 
Germanic states. 

Recent detailed research into the beginnings of Christianity in the various 
West and Mid-European lands has made it possible to form a more accurate 
judgment on tliis question. With the increasing realization that the transition 
from late Roman to early medieval development was accomplished without the 
catastrophe formerly imagined, the meaning and the essence of that primitive 
Christianity has been better understood. 

We know to-day that as early as the end of the second century there were 
Christian communities not only in Southern Gaul (Lyons) but also in the Rhine 
and Moselle districts.^ As Christianity had come to Southern Gaul from the East, 
so it spread quickly from thence along the Rhine to Northern Gaul, thanks to 
the active movement of trade within the Roman Empire. Its propagation was due 
not so much to the army as to the traders, craftsmen, and labourers, who came to 
Gaul from Italy. Even in Roman times Christians were to be found not only in 
the towns, die centres of trade, but also in the country, though on the whole 
heathendom lasted longer among the pagani than in the towns. This has been 
definitely proved by discoveries of early Christian remains in various places—^in 
the Saalburg, in the Taunus, in Wiesbaden, Kreuznach, Bingen, Neuss, Bonn, and 
Badenweiler.^ 

The manner in which the Germans became permanendy setded in these 
districts long before the collapse of the West Roman Empire (476),^ brought 
them at once into close contact with these Christians, and makes it clear that the 

^ See a summary of the results of recent research hy A. Hauck, Kirchengesckichte DeutscMands^ 

I , 6 ff., and R. H. Schafer, Armal. d. Hist. Her. f. d. NiedL-Rkeiriy xcviii, 47 ff. (ic)i6). 

D j ^ ®P* J®®* Sauer, “ Die Aiifange des Christentums und der Kirche in 

Baden,’* NeujahrshlL d. had. Hlstor. Kommission. new series, xiv, 10 (loii). 

^ See above, 52 ff. 


241. 


R 



242 EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 

ecclesiastical organization of Roman times was not destroyed here. In this con¬ 
nection the following factor must have been particularly effective. It is well-known 
that at that time, before Constantine’s Edict of Milan (313), the adherents of 
Christianity were chiefly found among the lower classes. Since the Germans of 
that early period one and all first entered the Roman world as dependents and 
servants, whether coloni and or house-servants and labourers, this social 
equivalence must have played an extraordinarily important part in promoting 
and encouraging their intercourse with the Christians. Too little attention seems 
to have been paid to this fact, which really throws an important light on the spread 
of Christianity. For not only in the West, but in Pannonia, on the Danube, and 
the Save, the same process was taking place, as is clearly indicated in one of the 
earliest somces of the transition period, the Passio Sanctorum quattuor Corona- 
describes conditions among the labouring population in the quarries 
of Sirmium even before the Edict of Milan and during the persecutions.^ 

It is absolutely wrong to think that Christianity entered only from the West 
(Gaul) and the south (Italy). In that early period a strong influence was also 
^erted over the Germans from the East. The East Germanic tribes, especially the 
Goths, received Christianity from the East and brought it westwards with them 
in their migrations.^ An example of this influence in early Germanic civilization 
may be seen to-day in the German vocabulary. The word Kirche obviously 
comes from ^e East, and so also do Pfaffe, Samstag, and Pfinqtag.^ The word 
may have come direct from the Greekemo-KOTTos^withoutpassingthrough 
Latin. It has already been suggested that the Burgundians had adopted Christ¬ 
ianity before their settlement on the Middle Rhine, and had perhaps even brought 
It from the East with them.® 

j Jr 1?*^^ connection the discoveries made in various long barrows in the fourth 
^d yth centuries in Alemannic territory are noteworthy. The spoons, often 
found with the monogram of Christ, which were used for the Eucharist in the 
r c- allowed by the Roman Church, are especially characteristic 

ot this influence. A strong Hellenistic influence may also be traced in the glass- 
industry of me Lower Rhine (Cologne) where the early Christian products go 
ack to the fourth^ century. As early as the second century glass-workers came 
from me Helkmstic East to the Rhine, and a similar influx occurred again in 
tile middle of the following century.® 

It has also been thought that Oriental influences were at work in the monu¬ 
mental art of the early Frankish period, because, as the Church spread in Gaul 
from the Hellemstic cities, G^o-Frankish art also took its inspiration and its models 
from the same source. This point of view has been especially emphasized by 
trzygowski in dealing with the cathedral of Aix.’ Apart altogether from this. 


2 D p. 148 S., 2nd edit., 154 ff. 

WV ^ ; W. Braunes, Bdtr. j. GesA. i. deutsAen 

J; Christentums bei den 

5 Schubety^ op. cit. iii, esp. jz.’ 

Denkmaler a Anfange des Christentums im Rheingebiet,” 

• Der Dom von AaAm W sdn^ EnutAhmg, 1904. See also Germ, edit., ii, 19S ff. 
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Merovingian-Frankish art shows strong traces of Oriental infiiierxe, espedaliv 
in the mosaics of la Daurade of Toulouse and of the Church of Thiers, founded 
in 575 by the Bishop of Clermont. It is also seen in the late Roman sarcopha2:i, 
which first appear in and round Toulouse, and then continue in Bordeaux and 
Poitiers. These belong chiefly to tlie sixth and seventh centuries.^ The Oriental 
element in Western art undoubtedly exists from the fiftii to eighth centuries, 
even though it must not be overestimated or thought to be the only influence at 
workm The illuminated manuscripts of die Bible derived their form and decoration 
from the Orient.^ In die Gospel MSS. the Canones Tables were first worked out 
in Syria, and the adoption of this system suggested die framet^xrk and general 
plan of the MSS., which were made in Italy, Gaui, Spain, and Britain. Several 
motives of Oriental origin occur in the ornamentation. Similarly, in various 
Rhenish wall-paintings there are ornamental or decorative elements of Oriental 
origin, such as iconographic forms and typical scenes. They appeared in Western 
art even before the Frankish erari Recent research into the Caiolingian miniaftires 
has revealed the presence of a Greek name in the Vienna Schatikammer-Evangeliar^ 
a direct proof that the sources of the ornaments introduced into Carolingian art 
from the Vienna MS. are to be found in the East.^ This is in accord widi die 
literary evidence as to the importance of the Syrians in the Frankish kingdom.® 
It is noteworthy that Gregory of Tours employed a Syrian to interpret to his 
countr}mien the Syrian legend of the seven sleepers ; and Charlemagne employed 
Syrians and Greeks in his attempt to revise the Gospel texts.'^ 

As in the West, on the Rhine and in Baden, so also in Bavaria, Christianity 
made its way even in Roman times. Recent scholars have unanimously arrived 
at the conclusion ® that these earliest Christian communities had a continuous 
existence, outlasting the fall of the West Roman Empire. 

The German conquerors did not destroy the ecclesiastical organization which 
they found in existence. The administration of the Church, its ritual forms, and. 
its religious and moral teachings all remained unchanged, and were taken over by 
the Germans from the sinking Roman world.^ The continuity of settlement, 
which has been traced in detail above, gives concrete proof of this/® and shows 
us the basis on which Christianity arose. 

The chronological order of the earliest Christian communities affords 
interesting evidence of tlieir origin and of the conditions necessary for tlieir develop¬ 
ment. Besides communities in Eg^qjt and Lybia, Italy and Spain, others appear 
first in Trier and Cologne, i.e. in the principal cities of the Germanic provinces 
of the old Roman Empire. From the time of Diocletian, Trier wus tlie diief 
city of Gaul,^^ .and tliere was a Christian settlement diere even in the second century. 

^ P. Clemen, D. Roman. Monumentalmalerei in d. RJiemiandm (1916), 6S5. 

“ Numerous sm.ai!er finds from the East are descri.bed in Achelis, H., Denkmakr alicAristL Kunst 
L d. Rkeinianden^ in Bonn, JAk, cxxvi, 59 .ff. (19.21). 

® Clemen, op. 686. 

^ Ihid., 687. 

^ See Wilh. Kohler, in i. Berickt ilber die jirheken an den Denkmdkrn deutscher Kunst ij)mtscker 
Vereinf. Kunstwiss.'), 19ii, 80. 

^ P. .Scheffer-Boichorst, *‘Ziir Gesch. d. Syrer im Abendlande.” MitteiL d. Instit,, \i., 521 ff. 

’ Op. dt., 549. 

® See the detailed, proofs given by Franziss, “ Die altesten Denkmaler des Christentums in Bayern,^* 
Ilistor, poiit. BU. f. d. kathoL Deuuckland^ cacxviii, 313 ff. (.1901). 

® Hauck, op- 4= 4- Also H. v. Schubert, Joh. Ficker, and Franziss, op. cit. 

io ..See above, 54 ff. and Germ. edit, ii^, 201, =esp. note 29. 

C . Kentenicli, GescL d. Stadt. Trier (1915). 
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Cologne and Tongem come next, as befits their importance in the late Roman 
period In these populous tows and trading centres of the Lower Rhine there 
were Christian communities at the beginning of the fourth century. Mainz on the 
Middle Rhine, the seat of the Roman governor and the chief garrison city, 
certainly had a church in the middle of the fourth century, which was frequented 
by a large number of its inhabitants.^ In Worms, Speier, and Strassburg, too 
Christianity dates back to the fourth century. 

We see clearly how it spread—on a Roman basis and from a Roman origin. 
Several scholars have remarked that the new doctrines spread along the old Roman 
roads.^ This is obvious. The country districts were more backward ; but here, 
too, although the beginnings are more obscure, the general development may be 
traced. In measure as the land came to be exploited first in the neighbourhood of 
the Roman towns and forts, Christianity appeared.^ Country churches were 
founded in various ways, above all by the bishops whose sees were in the towns 
(civitates). It was quite natural that they should erect oratories and small churches 
on the estates given to them by the pious. This happened even in the fourth 
century ^; and especially in the villages {vici) with a fairly large population. 

At the same time chapels and churches were also being built on the estates 
of the great territorial lords {yillae). The lay nobles, the lords of senatorial rank, 
w^ere the first to adopt this plan; but they were not the only ones. The people 
themselves also built churches as early as the Roman period ; traders and crafts¬ 
men contributed their share, and it was not the free population of the villages 
alone who led the way; the unfree or semi-free peasants (yicani) on tlie great 
Roman estates played their part also. We have some of their votive tablets and 
inscriptions and on them thre are special references to z fundus ; these have been 
explained by epigraphists as denoting seigneurial organizations,^ This is important 
because these organizations lasted into the Germanic period, and it means that the 
old Gallo-Roman population must have introduced these ecclesiastical institutions 
among the Germanic peoples who had settled in their midst. Owing to the frequent 
use of the Germanic population in the colonization of Gallo-Roman territory ® 
diere were constant opportunities for contact, and therefore for religious influences. 

This intercourse explains the well-knowm fact that Christianity and Paganism 
were merged in one another in the transition period, a phenomenon especially 
noticeable in the country.'^ It w^as not simply due to the faithful adherence of the 
old Celtic population to paganism. In the very places where this phenomenon has 
been showm to have existed at the beginning of the fifth century, round Tours, 
Chartres, and Autun,^ Germans had been settled for a long time.® And the 
paganism which existed in Northern France and in Flanders when the Franks 
arrived must have been due to a considerable extent to the Saxons.^^ 

^ Hauck, op. cit., 35== 35 £ 

“ See the bibliography given above, p. 63. 

^ Cf. above, 52. 

^ Imbart de la Tour, in Revue History lx, 2, 259 E. Also E. Lesne, Hist, de la propriiti iccUs. en 
France (1910), 60 fF., and H. v. Schubert, Gesch. d. christl. Kirche i FMA. (1921), 42 ff., 154 ff. 

® See the proofs quoted above, 341 ff. 

® See above, 52 ff. . 

y Cf. Hauck, op. d't., 1®, 37= 38. 

® Op. cit., 37 £ 

® See. above 52. 

Roth, Gesch. d. BeneErialwesens. 65 £ 

See above, 102. 
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A further cause contributing to the foundation of country churches and 
parishes was thought to be the activity of monks in distant desert places {ioca 
deserta)^ beginning in the second half of the fifth centur}^^ But the positive 
importance of monasticism in the economic evolution of the country in that early 
period was probably very small.^ Monasticism in those days was without rule, 
and there were few^ monasteries. As a matter of fact, monastic life in early times 
was chiefly solitary ^ ; seclusion and asceticism were its most important features. 
These monks withdrew into quiet deserted places; their main wish w-as to find 
the most favourable opportunity for quiet contemplation and self-abnegation. 
Therefore, from their very nature, they were opposed to the tendency to found 
new^ human dwelling-places and to open up w^aste land to general colonization. 
The behaviour of Severinus in Noricum is typical. His biography clearly show^s 
the struggle betw-^een his task of preaching die w^ord of God to his neighbours 
and of helping them in those turbulent times, and his owm inclination to dedicate 
himself to God in solitude. His later editor, Eugippius, manages to solve this 
difficulty very simply by allowing Severinus’ monastic inclinations and liis desire 
for solitude to be overcome by divine revelation and command.'^ 

It is notew^orthy that even w-ffiere real monasteries were founded, for example 
at Marmoutiers near Tours by St. Martin, wffiere a large number of monks (eighty" 
are mentioned) lived together, renunciation of all w"ordIy things, including every 
kind of property, w^as required. Hand in hand wdth this w^e find already the 
eremitic principle of seclusion from the outside world. We are told of these monks 
that they seldom w^ent outside the monastery w"alls.^ It was neither their duty 
nor their intention to populate these quiet districts by effecting economic improve¬ 
ments, for this w^ould have prejudiced their owm interests. 

But from the time of Constantine there was an important change. A hitherto 
persecuted religion w^as now legally recognized by tlie Edict of Milan (313); 
and soon afterw*"ards it received a definite organization at the Council of Nicsa 
(325). Both from an economic and a social point of -xdew" it was of the highest 
importance that Constantine also gave it the right to hold property (321).® 
Alffiougli the Church had belonged to the collegia illicita^ it had even before this 
possessed immohilia^ as a result of voluntaiy^ gifts.’^ But now, not only was the 
property taken from it during the persecutions restored, but every one was per¬ 
mitted by Imperial law^ to bequeath to the Catholic Church W'ffiatever he desired 
and to w>"hatever extent.^ This gave the Church a passive ” testamentary right, 
the right to receive bequests. It must also be remembered that Constantine in 
twm Iaw"S of the years 316 and 321 confirmed the manumission of slaves, if this took 
place in Christian churches before the bishop.® Other Imperial decrees in favour 
of slaves improved their lot very considerably, as for example the regulation that 
where immohiLia were divided, tlie families of slaves appertaining thereto should 


J See Imbart de la Tour, op. cit., 261. 

Cf. the examples in E. Lesne, Hist, de la propriete icdes, en Frame (1910), 82 £ 
® Cf. O- Zockier, Askese u. Moncktum, 2nd edit.,ii, 523 f£ (1807). 

^ C. IV. > > ^ V y/y 


® Cf. Zockier, op. cit., 2, note 334, 

® C£ J. B. Braun, Das kirchl. Vermdgm v. d, dkesten Zek kh auf Justinian I (i860), 16 f£ 

' Cf. Carassai, La politica rdigiosa di Constantino' ii Gr. e la proprieta della Chiesa,’* Arch, 
deMa R, Smietd Roman, di Storia Patria, xxlv, 96, note i. 

® Caras^, op. cit, 136, note 2, and Grashof, “ Die, Gesetzgebung d. rom. Kaiser uBer d. 
Kirdiengut,*'' Arch, f, kathoL Kirchenrechty xxxvi, 12 (1876). 

* Carassai, op. cit, 120, note 2. 
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not be separated.^ Laws concerning public benevolence in times of great need 
intensified the social activity of the Church.^ 

At the same time as tliese important innovations, the government and adminis¬ 
tration of the Church was being organized. It is no mere chance that in Germany 
from the fourth century onward the names of the Christian communities and of 
their bishops emerge.^ The administration of ecclesiastical property was in the 
hands of the bishop. It was, however, of great importance that according to 
Roman precedent ^ Church property was more and more recognized to be in¬ 
alienable, because it was considered as God’s property. It was institutional 
property, independent of personal ownership and administration and therefore 
not to be interfered with. The beginnings of this development are seen even in 
Constantine’s time. In consequence of numerous abuses which had been detri¬ 
mental to Church property, the Council of Gangra (330), and still more 
emphatically the Synod of Antioch (341), laid down the principle that ecclesiastical 
property should be administered by one controlling body^, and from the 
beginning of the fifth century (401) the alienation of such property was more and 
more strictly forbidden. At the end of that century (470) the East Roman 
Emperors prohibited it by law.® 

The extent of Church property had been remarkably increased during 
the fourth century,^ when it was not only tolerated and recognized, but even 
strongly encouraged by the Emperors. It became the custom for childless people 
to make the Church their heir, and in other cases to leave to it part of their property 
for the salvation of their souls. 

From the time of Constantine’s sons the suppression of heathen ritual 
began, and from time to time the property of heathen temples was seized. Christian 
piety soon became exploited by the clergy, who took advantage in particular of 
the weakness of w^omen to induce them to leave bequests to the Church, to the 
detriment of their families. In the year 370 Valentinian I expressly forbade clergy 
and monks to visit die houses of widows and orphans; and he cancelled all 
gifts and bequests of widows and other women, with whom the clergy had 
associated under the pretext of religion. Not long afterwards Theodosius the 
Great opposed the gifts of deaconesses to the Church or to the clergy, in order to 
prevent the impoverishment of whole families. Under this Emperor, heathen 
services were forbidden in private houses, public services having already been 
stopped. Catholic Christianity gradually became the prevalent religion; as early 
as the beginning of tlie fifth century it was the necessary qualification for Roman 
state offices. Side by side with this development we find the growing tendency for 
the property of heathen temples to be handed over to the Catholic Church, the 
temples being then turned into Christian Churches. This had not merely legal 
consequences in respect of their property but other practical results. The country 
population which, as we have seen, clung to paganism longer than the towns, 
was brought into closer contact with the new creed and was won over to it, as the 
old places of worship were gradually changed into Christian Churches. 

^ Carassai, ibid., 131, note 4. 

* Ibid., 139. 

® Haiici, op. dt., i\ 26= 27. 

^ C£ E. Loening, Gesch, d. deutschm Kirchenrechts^ i, 216, 

■■ ^ Ibid., 234 £ 

® Grashof, op. dt, 204 ff. 

^ C£ also E. Lesne, Hist, de la propniti ecclis. en France (1910), 7 f£ 
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Clergy who had no relatives used to leave their goods to the Church ; and 
if they did not do it voluntarily, they were soon forced to do so. For this purpose 
the Council of Antioch (371) gave bishops and clergy an unrestricted right to 
dispose of their property.^ It is clear that from the beginning the interests of the 
new religious community lay in a reorganization of the laws of inheritance, and 
especially in a loosening of the old legal family ties. Here the aim of the Church 
was in the direction of individualism, making the individual independent of his 
kinsmen. 

This process led from the earliest times to another economic tendency. 
The Church could not farm entirely unaided the great estates which came to 
it from, all sides, more especially as these gifts of land were frequently small in 
themselves, and often widely scattered. A considerable amount of land was there¬ 
fore farmed by otliers; and we have here a natural basis for the development 
of forms of economic organization, i.e. of great estates. In this way the Church 
was early ranked among the great territorial lordships, and its interests were soon 
actively linked with theirs. It adopted the various types of tenure developed in 
the late Roman period,^ leasehold (j_eitpacht\ hereditary leasehold, and metayage^ 
and had numerous opportunities of putting them into operation. 

At the same time the special duties incumbe,nt on the Church, and the ethical 
aims of its religious teaching, led in a new direction. Among the lower classes of 
the population in particular, Christianity appeared as a religion of the weary and 
heavty-iaden.^ Originally, it had, to some extent at least, a socialistic, if not a 
communistic, character. The long persecution of its adherents drove them into 
the closest association with each other. They were united not only by a common 
creed, but by a creed which itself insisted on the equality of all. The idea of equality- 
before God, which was taken over from the Stoics and formed the foundation for 
mutual brotherly assistance, fostered all kinds of association. 

It is true, however, that after the Church was recognized by the state there 
were important changes in this respect. The growth of an ecclesiastical consti¬ 
tution allowed the seigneurial principle to develop, while the appearance of socially 
superior classes drove the old communistic tendency into the background. A 
social differentiation made itself felt, and so it came about that these two great 
principles of lordship and of association were united in the Church. The latter 
was subordinated to the former; but it continued to exist within the seigneurial 
system, upon which it had an active influence. The Church aimed at the social 
amelioration of the lower classes, especially at the manumission of slaves and the 
improvement of their social position. We have seen ttiat under Constantine it 
procured the recognition of manumissions which took place before the bishop. 
This development distinguishes the territorial lordship' of the Christian Church 
from that of pagan Rome. Thus the very essence of the new teaching contained 
germs from which important new forms were certain to arise. The socialistic ideal 
of association was neither attacked nor suppressed by the seigneurial- principle, 
but on tlie contrary was assisted by it, and made to serve its interests as^ an integral 
part of the organization of the great seigneurial estate. 

A development emerged which led away from the old Roman systems. It 
must certainly have seemed doubtful whether this tendency could be maintained 

^ Loening, op. cit., i, 227. 

® See above, 137 ff. 

® C£ also Troeltscli, ^‘ Die Soaaliehreii-d. dhristl. Kirchen.** Sckriften, i, 25 ff. (1923). 
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permanently, and whether the great change which took place when Christianity 
became the state religion would not in the end lead to the victory of the principle 
of territorial lordship. No doubt, as we saw, the latter strongly influenced the 
early communistic tendency and drove it into the background. But the process 
which was going on in the Church received fresh support from the victory of the 
Germanic peoples over the Roman world. From the earliest times the position 
of Germanic slaves dijffered from that of slaves in the Roman world, a fact observed 
by Tacitus.^ They were economically more independent, each having his separate 
plot of land, and they were more humanely treated by flieir masters.^ When the 
Germans occupied Roman territory and accepted Christianity, the tendencies in 
the Church which we have been describing must have found a new support from 
them. This is the explanation why in Southern Gaul, in Spain, and even in Italy 
the smaller folk fled from the unendurable burdens of Roman territorial lordship 
to go to the barbarians where their freedom was assured.^ 

Thus on the soil of the Roman great estate, which had lost its economic 
and social vitality (as the Bagauda revolts bear witness), a continuity of develop¬ 
ment was made possible by the co-operation of two new forces of civilization, the 
Church and the Germanic people, basing their work on foundations which had, 
in part at least, been already laid. In the so-called Middle Ages this process 
developed into the characteristic form of corporative associations and of freemen 
on the very soil of the great seigneurial estate itself. 

It is true that this corporative ideal was not newly introduced by the Germans, 
nor was it peculiar to them. The new growth is more complicated than that, nor 
are its foundations exclusively Germanic. The Germans took over Roman 
systems, which had been disintegrated by Christianity and needed reorganization. 
They did not create after the Roman model ; what they adopted had partly lost 
its Roman character and was in a state of change. 

A characteristic symptom of economic and social disintegration in the 
declining Roman Empire was the large-scale pauperization of whole classes of 
the population, partly brought about by the oppression of the great landlords, 
and increased by the long wars of the folk-migrations. This gave rise to a remark¬ 
able increase in the proletariat. In Roman times the provision for these people 
was an important duty, not only of the state, but of the rich and propertied classes. 
After the collapse of Roman rule, not only was there no protection against the 
unrestricted power of the great capitalistic seigneurial estates, but the sources 
from which support might have been given to the poor were dried up. This was 
to the advantage of the Church. Constantine had already recognized its important 
function in this respect when he handed over to it a part of the deliveries of corn. 
How adroitly the Church made use of its favourable position we learn from its 
great opponent in the fourth century, the Emperor Julian, who saw in its 
charitable activities one of the main reasons for the spread of the creed which 
he hated.'^ 

After its recognition by the state, the Church was able to increase this work 
and to organize it openly. In the towns, where the first Christian communities 
were found, provision was systematically made for the poor by the erection of 

' ^ .See above, 44. 

® Tacitus, Germa/day c. 25. 

® See above, 91 £ 

G. Uhlhom, I}ie cknstizche LieBestadgkett in der alien Kirche^ i, 213 ff. (1882). 
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almshouses {diakonien)^^ and the needy were registered and were then called 
matrictdariu^ Such arrangements w^ere instituted by Cunibert^ Bishop of Cologne 
(623-663)5 in Cologne, Bonn, Neuss, Jiilich, Kempen, Soest, etc.^ The Church 
not only regarded it as the bishop’s duty to supply die poor and disabled with food 
and clothing where possible,^ but also insisted that towns and villages should 
make similar provision for them.^ Many strangers flocked into the towns, the 
centres of traffic and of trade. It was natural that the adherents of the new religion 
should foregather with the Christian communities which w^ere forming there, 
and should seek to join them. Thus the Church extended the diakonien by establish¬ 
ing liostelries for strangers called Xenodochien,^ 

Many gifts which w^-ere made to the Church w^ere especially intended for 
these benevolent activities. After the episcopal system was established. Pope 
Simplicius ordained that from the year 465 onw^ards die ecclesiastical income 
should be divided into four parts, one-fourth each being allotted to the bishop, 
to the building of churches, to the maintenance of the clergy, and to the distribu¬ 
tion of alms among strangers and the poor.'^ The Church took the responsibility 
of almsgiving, and spread the idea that salvation could thus be ensured, a doctrine 
which w'as already developed by the time of Gregorys the Great (590-604).® 
As in ancient times, it w^as ffie custom to give alms with the offerings for the dead 
at a funeral,^ and also on the anniversary of the death. 

The latest researches in legal history have proved that the demands of die 
Christian religion, together wiffi the Roman example, led to the development 
among the Germans of die right of the paterfamilias to dispose of the common 
household property administered by him, the so-called right of free partition 
{Freiteilsrecht)d^ Thus within the Germanic legal system opportunity w^as given 
to a testator to leave his property to pious or charitable objects ; and justice was 
also done to the German conception that the gifts should be requited, in order to be 
legally valid, since a heavenly reward, the remission of sins, w’^as promised in 
return for them. This tw^o-sided transaction in favour of the Church might cause 
the gift to be separated at once from the donor’s property, or the donor might 
retain the right of usufruct during his lifetime. Frequently the gift w^as made in 
such a way that it w^as not transferred until after death (donatiomspost obimm)d'^ 
So the charitable work of the Church fitted into its new German surround¬ 
ings, and not only influenced civil law in the new states, but also produced new 
factors in economic development, wffiich were bound to have far-reaching con¬ 
sequences. The Church facilitated the disposal of property by substituting a one¬ 
sided will for the former two-sided donations. The arrangements for this disposal 


^ Cf. Haeser, Gesch. d. chrtstL Krankenpflege u. Pfiegersckaftm (185:7)? 9 Leslie, op. 

dt., 390 fF- 

® See Germ, edit., 211, note 69. 

2 C£ K. H. Schafer, op. cit., xcviii, 64, note 4. 

^ Cf. the Acts of the ist Council of Orleans (511), c. i6, AfG., CondL, i, 6, and further 
examples in Loening, op. cit.. 

® Cf, c. V, of the Second. Council of Tours (567), MG,, ConciL, i, 123. ^ ^ 

® Uhlhom, op. cit., i, 318, 407, note 3. Lesne, op. cit., 397and especially S'chonfeld, 
Die Xenodochien in Itaiien und Frankreich im fruhen MA,*’’ Zeiuckr. f, RG., Kanon. Abt., xii, 
1 S (1922). 

^ Cf. Stutz Ulr., Gesch, des kirchl, Benefiiialwesens, i, 27. 

® Uhlhom, op. cit., i, 280. ® Ibid., i, 282. 
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i. ait. deutsck. Reckt (O. Gierkes, Untersuchungen deutsch StaatS'- u. RG.,. 26), 1S88. 
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among the Germanic peoples bear the stamp of their religious origin even in their 
ouward form. Provision for the soul {Seelgerdt) and will {Testament) are used 
in German legal terminology with the same meaning. Provision for the soul was 
the most important matter, not the appointment of heirs—a very essential 
difference from the Roman type of will.^ 

Christian ethics were, as we know, based on ancient philosophy, but the 
Church fathers altered its principles to suit Christianity, or impregnated them with 
Christian ideas. An inclination to asceticism and renunciation had already appeared 
in Roman families,2 and had led them to find refuge from the world not only in 
monasteries but also in active personal service to their needy neighbours, by 
founding hospitals and other benevolent institutions, such as centres for' the 
distribution of food to the poor, and peoples’ kitchens and libraries. A typical 
example may be seen in the life of St. Severinus who worked in Noricum in the 
fifth century,^ and hospitals and infirmaries are found in France from the sixth 
century.^ 

Christianity also adopted from ancient models the right of sanctuary in its 
churches,^ and this was especially attractive to the lower classes. Numerous 
fugitives flocked to join a religion which gave protection to many a man who was un¬ 
justly pursued and who thus could not be taken away by force; a number of examples 
in the sixth century are given in Gregory of Tours’ History of the Franks.^ Here, 
too, the Church was able to adopt her right of mediation to Germanic law, for 
she handed over the criminals who claimed sanctuary only when the injured man 
or his relatives had promised to forgo vengeance on pa3mient of compensation.'^ 
The clergy could actually allow the man to escape if this assurance were not given. 
Slaves frequently used this right of sanctuary from their masters. They could be 
handed over only if the latter took an oath not to punish them. Civil law 
recognized this right of sanctuary in principle, without, of course, granting full 
freedom from punishment to criminals or permitting loss of property in the 
case of runaway slaves; but in actual practice it was often disregarded,® even 
though its transgressors were excommunicated. 

The Church also helped and supported numerous slaves and unfree persons 
in other ways. At the beginning of the Frankish monarchy the Council of Epao 
(517) forbade masters arbitrarily to put their slaves to death, under pain of 
excommunication.® Here the Church was actively promoting a process which had 
already begun. We have seen that Tacitus noticed the mild and humane treat¬ 
ment of slaves among the Germans and especially remarked that it was most 
unusual for them to be deliberately put to death,and that it was forbidden among 
the Franks to sell slaves outside the country, lest Christians should go into slavery 
among the Jews and heathens. ^2 yiig Church set a good example by decreeing 
that ecclesiastical slaves should be better treated than those in private hands; 

^ ^riiultzej Der Emfiuss der Kirche auf det Entwicklung des German,, Erhreckts,. p. io 6 . 

2 Cf. Uhlhom, op. cit., 1, 302 ff. 

Cf. Ratzinger, Gesch, d. kircAL Armeupfiege, i, iiS, and J. Jung, Romer u, Romanen in d. 
JJonaaidndern, 2nd edit., 150, note 2, and 243 f. 

g C^* Loening, op. dt., ii, 648. » Lesne, op. dt., 391 if. 

tv, 13 • V, 2, 14, 50; ix, 3, 38. 7 Uhlhom, op. dt., i, 296 ff. 

Various bloody examples are given in Gregory of Tours* History of the Franks, iv, 18; 
Vi, 12; vii, 22, 29. ^ ^ ’ ’ 

® c. 34, CondL, I, 27, 

Gsrmxuua, c. 25. 
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a fourth of their payments and part of their personal services were to be 

remitted^ 

At die same time a far-reaching and weighty enactment was made which was 
to secure the legal position of slaves who w^ere transferred to the Church. It is 
very important from the point of view of social history, although this seems to 
have been insufficiently realized. The conveyor to determine die legal 
position of slaves and of tmmobilia given by him to churches or monasteries, 
and the church was bound to carry out what he had stipulated in WTiting.^ The 
purpose of diis decree is quite clear, following as it does directly on diat mentioned 
above, wdiich lays down die mitigation of sendees to be performed by ecclesiastical 
slaves. Unfree persons transferred to the Church w^ere clearly to be protected 
against any deterioration in their social position. Numerous Carolingian sources 
show that when a man gave his lands to the Church for die salvation of his soul, 
the slaves on those lands w^ere often freed,^ and they w^ere to be protected from 
die danger of re-enslavement by the new owner.^ 

It is certainly true that the Church was not aiming at a general suppression 
of slavery and that she had no doubts as to the justice of diis institution.® That 
would have been quite impossible at the time, both because of die great lay 
territorial lordships, which would have suffered severely, and because such a 
purpose would have been contrary to the important principle affirmed and always 
maintained by the Church, namely that ecclesiastical property was inalienable 
and must not be unjustly reduced.® Thus her position was clear; as in die case 
of transference of immohilia^ a change in the ecclesiastical ownership of slaves 
w^s possible only if compensation w^ere given. The Church encouraged and 
actually recommended the manumission of slaves ^; but with the proviso that 
she should suffer no economic loss. This principle is clearly set fordi in the decre^es 
of the fourth Council of Orleans (541).® 

It is now possible for the first time to establish the correct explanation of the 
well-known and oft-quoted passage in the- Lex Rihuaria, The Church had not 
enforced a sanction by the chdl law of its supposed prohibition of the sale of 
ecclesiastical slaves. The aim of this decree was rather to protect it from the 
arbitrary manumission of its slaves by the laity.® Apparently the advocatio and 
patronage of the laity •were being misused for this purpose, and the Church was 
suffering severe loss by the emancipation of its slaves without compensation. I 
see in this legislation a measure for the protection of the Church, enacted by the 
Frankish kings to secure it against the detrimental consequences of the Fra,nkish 
form of manumission per denarium ante tegefn. The men who were freed in diis 
way attained full freedom and were therefore no longer dependent on the Church. 

Clothar IFs Edict of 614 re-affirmed the Church’s view about the presen-ation 
of the social status of persons freed in Church.^® The Church was not claiming 
anything different from, or more than, it had been granted at the Councils of 


^ See the decrees of the Gouncii of Eaiize ( 55 ^)> Concil., i, 114- 

® 23id.. ^ 

® See my Wirtsckaftsentwickiung der KaroBnger^mt, 11®, 46 fe 

^ This is indicatai more clearly by the decrees of the Council of Orleans (549)? ^ 7 - 
® See Loening, op. cit, ii, 228. 

® See above, 246. 

^ C£ E. Lesne, op. cit., 234 ff. 

® MG., Concii, i,, S9, c. ix. __ j 

® This is clear from the connection betv’‘een this Title (Iviii, 3), and the preceding decrees. 
See Germ, edit., ii^ 218, note 103. 
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Orleans (549) and Eauze (551).! It opposed the demand that persons freed in 
Church by laity should be given back to their owners, and protected the nghi 
which they had received by manumission. It also opposed the practice of jud|S 
Aese freedmen without Ae knowledge of Aeir bishop or Aeir provost a 2 of 
bringing Aem before the public court of justice. Legal historians have ^ssuLd 
Aat here Ae Edict of CloAar was denying to Ae Church Ae right of jurisdicS 
which It claimed over freedmen.^ But Ae Church did not claim jurisdiction over 
all freedmen, only over those who were freed in Church and transferred to it bv 
the hity, thus c^mg into its mundium. This is clearly proved by the decrees of 
Ae Councils of Orleans (549)® and Macon (585).* It is, moreover, untrue Aat the 
^uarian Law, in opposition to Clothar’s Edict, abolished all private bondage 
{Hongkeit) oi iree&men.^ As a matter of fact, Ae Church did not declare itself 
ready to afford legal representation and protection to all freedmen, and Aus per¬ 
mitted all who had b^n set free but had not become free Franks to be in some 
sort dependent upon it. It was merely safeguarding itself from Ae wiAdrawal of 
those freedmen who had been transferred to it by Ae laity for Ae salvation of 
their souls and did so by insisting on Ae maintenance of Ae legal status 

d0OTmem’"'^™"^'°"’ enshrined in a written 

. . r right of patronage over Aeir emancipated servi 

m favour ^ Ae Church, Aey could not be reclaimed any more Aan gifts of 
imnwhilia.^ The compnson of Aese two, which is clearly expressed in Ae Council 
of E^ze, indicates Aat in boA cases the Church was having some difficulty with 
Ae Germani^eg^ conceptions, which recognized only a temporary right of 
ownership. The Church here assumed Ae privileges of Ae patron, and could 
merefore, according to Roman law {eccksia vivit lege Romano), assert its right to 
mhent As goods if Ae freedman died wiAout children.^ This view is confirmed 
by me f rankish charters of manumission, which show Aat not all Ae persons 
treed in Church became of necessity dependants of Ae Church, Aough they might 
seek protection eiAer from it or from oAer people. ^ ^ 

Thus Ae Church was responsible for a new and original development, 
wAch not offiy transformed Ae Rommpatrocinium, but also set aside for its own 
benefit Ae German legal limitations on Ae Merovingian endowments. The 

Significance of mis transformation in social history is therefore clear; out of the 
intemction and fusion of important constiments of three cultures, the Roman law, 
the German law, and the Church law, something new and different arose. 

^ A similar development may also be traced in connection with another class 
otthe^ population, the widows and orphans. As the Church had already supported 
a^te s rights during marriage, and in particular had insisted on the indissol^ility 
marriage, in opposition to the repudiation of the wife which used frequently 

^ Condi, i, 187, c. vii (v). 

^ See Brunner i^, 360, and R. Schroder, op. cit. 

^e Germ. edit, 216, note 05. 

MG., Coocil, I, 167, c. vii. 

® ^ 5 ^, assumed this. 

3 cl 7 : MG., Capit i, 22. 

AkcuL,xis^^' Landschenkungen der Merowinger und Agilolfinger,” Sit^.-Ber. d. Berliner 

® Cf. Loening, op. ciL, ii, 239. ■ 
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to occur among the Germanic peoples,^ so also it regarded it as a divinely imposed 
duty to care for widows and orphans, and to uphold them against the oppression 
of civil judges. But here a careful distinction must be made. In this matter also, 
tlie Church made no general claim. It claimed to protect only those widows and 
orphans who had no other protectors.^ It made no attempt to deny in principle 
the jurisdiction of civil courts over widows and orphans, but merely insisted that 
before they were prosecuted the representative of the Church, under whose 
protection "they were, should be invited to be present, so that their legal affairs 
should be decided justly and in order, after a joint discussion. 

Some widows were under the protection of the king ; but not all Those who 
took the veil were enjoined to enter a convent ^; and the claim of the Church 
referred only to these. But there was a further category of widows who lived 
religioso ordine, but in their own houses.^ These w^ere clearly exposed to the 
oppression of die judges. It appears that not a few widows, perhaps on account of 
their property, were much sought after by influential and self-seeking courtiers, 
who induced die king to force them into a second marriage. In various councils 
in the sixth century ^ the Church attacked this practice and defended the widow^s. 
Only those widows were placed under the king’s protection who did not take 
the veil but w^ent on widi their old way of life.” A corresponding distinction is 
made in the early Carolingian capitularies. Here, also, a certain power of juris¬ 
diction over widows and orphans accrued to the bishop and abbot as well as to the 
count.^ Thus the Church did not make demands in the sixdi century (Macon 585) 
which it later relinquished. 

The reason for the Church’s claims lay in the ethical duty of ghdng pro¬ 
tection to all who had none. For the same reason it also took charge of foundlings. 
The Church has been charged with withdrawing from these unfortunates tlie 
support which it originally gave them in accordance with Roman Imperial law," 
but actually it kept strictly to the regulations of Roman law, according to whicli 
the foundling whose parents did not come forv^ard became the slave of the man 
who had discovered or adopted him. This is proved by two Merovingian 
formularies (Angers 49, Tours 11). Such children were often placed at church- 
doors, and in both these sources matricularii are said to have received them. 
Clearly, tlierefore, it was well-known diat the Church took charge of them, 
and that from it they would find the best protection and maintenance. If anyone 
found such a child he had to inform the Church. On the following Sunday an 
announcement w^as made from the altar by the priest, and the relatives^ wmre 
commanded to reclaim the child. If no one came forw^ard within ten days, it was 
adjudged to the finder; but witnesses had to confirm the fact that It w^ not 
claimed. The document drawn up on that occasion w^as confirmed by the bishop, 
who thus controlled the w^hole matter.^ The regulation that the bishop should 
sign the document concerning the acceptance of a foundling wras maintained in 

^ C£ Loening, ii, 606 ff., and Brunner, RG., 1% 99 £ _ ^ 

^ This is clearly expressed in the decrees of the Council of IV'iacon ; ci. c. 1.2: MCj.^ 
ConciL, I, 169. 

® ConciL Latunense, c. 12, MG», ConciL, I, 218. 

^ Cf. the Council of Orleans (549), c. xix; MG,^ ConciL, i, 107. 

® C£. tlie Council of Paris (556-573), c. vi, MG,, ConciL, 1, 144. 

® Cf. the Capitulary of Mantua (781). MG., c. i. xcKa. 

’ See Loening, op. cit., ii, 246. 

® Cf. Uhlhom, op. cit., i, 380. 
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Ae Frankish kingdom. This is seen not only in the Frankish formulary of Tours 
(No. II) but also m its adoption by the Lex Romana Visigothorum/ Another 
fact proves Aat the attitude of the Church did not alter to the detriment 5 
foundlings. The collection of formularies of Ansegis (c. Sad) contains an extract 
from a constitum of the Emperor Justinian (Novelise), dealing with the inalien- 
abihty of ecclesiasucal immobilta. Among the latter, homes for foundlings 
{brephotrophia) as well as for orphans are mentioned as usually included in Church 
property.2 ^ 

Among the weary and heavy-laden whom the Church assisted, prisoners 
were also counted. Here, too, ecclesiastical activity is linked to Roman custom 
and again to me Imperial laws, one of which (409) especially deals with this 
matter. ^ The Frankish synods were not tlie first to organize this form of benevo¬ 
lence j It had long been customary for ecclesiastical officials to visit prisons and 
provide the prisoners with food. The Church’s activity was especially directed 
towards the ransom of prisoners, and this naturally gained in importance, especially 
during tlie folk-migrations and the wars between the Germans and the Romans 
In all contemporary Lives of Saints this aspect of ecclesiastical charity is 
emphasized over and over again.* But it w^as perhaps most in evidence where 
ffie invasion of Roman soil by Germanic peoples from the East pressed most 
heavily, that is to say in the region of Noricum on the Danube. The life of St. 
Severinus gives a detailed account of the services which the saint rendered in this 
direction.^ Men actaally used to visit the markets in the barbarian lands and 
collect a dthe in land to feed the ransomed prisoners.® The epitaph composed for 
Bishop Valentmian of Chur (d. 548) by his successor praises him for devotino- 
IS wealth to ransoming captives,'^ and the Christian communities of Gaul are 
said to have been in the habit of sending priests to the Franks and other foreio-n 
peoples in order to ransom baptized prisoners.® In Italy, Gregory the Great took 
an active part in similar negotiations with the Lombards.® Finally, the Church 
also took charge of accused persons and interceded for them in order to obtain 
a lightening of their sentence or a revision or moderation of their punishment.*® 
Unlike anyone else at the time, the Church, with its great wealth, had the 
necessary resources for the performance of these social and political fimctions. 

j hand, it had at its disposal more ready money than any one individual 
coir ^nng together, and on the other it possessed very extensive property In 
and, giv^ to k for the salvation of the donors’ souls. Priscus tells us that at the 
s^ge of Sirmium by the Huns (441-2), Bishop Constantins gave the golden 
cnurcn-vessels to a reliable person to ransom himself and other capdves,^^ At the 
egmning of the sixth century, various sources show that the Church was 
accustomed to give to prisoners and pilgrims the usufruct of small estates, which 

® note 4. Also, 
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were useless to it or which lay at a distance,^ Such grants could of course be for 
life only, since a permanent alienation of Church property w^as forbidden, and 
tliey took the form of precaria {Bittleihe). These precaria were often charitable 
grants, made to the poor persons who could not support themselves,^ and tlie 
Church was thus able to help the poorer classes of the community against economic 
ruin and the threat of enslavement, just as it endeavoured odiervdse to improve 
and relieve the position of the coloni who w^ere tied to the soiL^ It is w^ell known 
that precaria w^ere made more and more extensively as time w^ent on, especially 
in cases where the donee reserved the right of usufruct.* The charitable activities 
of die Church, and the hospitals, almshouses, and other benevolent institutions 
which it created, are sufficient explanation of a practice wffiich now occurred vith 
increasing frequency. The aged, the disabled, and the childless transferred their 
lands to die Church, thus procuring an annuity for the rest of their lives and pro¬ 
viding for their old age or for their invalid state.® 

The Church w^as the great credit institution of the early Middle Ages. It was 
able to provide ready money for all those classes who w^ere essentially working 
under conditions of natural economy, and could not dispose of their property 
outright. From an early date a special pretext for transactions of this kind wus 
provided by purely pious objects. Large sums of precious metal were sometimes 
required for pilgrimages to Rome ad limina apostolorum^ or to the Holy Places in 
Jerusalem. But a similar need must also often have arisen in connection witli 
equipment for war. The Church secured these sums of ready money by means of 
a contract of precariCj against a grant of immovables, wdth die understanding that 
they could be redeemed for an agreed sum. But even persons without property 
could obtain loans by pledging themselves, i.e. by setting their freedom in pawn 
{obnoxiatio).^ Men who had forfeited their lives because of dieft or murder and 
could not pay compensation might avoid the death sentence by voluntary 
assen^-ation, and were then redeemed by dieir new master.”^ Thus, under the 
influence of the Church, yet another alleviation was brought about in the lot of 
persons who had lost dieir freedom, for they were now given the possibility of 
regaining their previous status by repaying the redemption money.® 

By generously granting credit in cash, the Church effectually opposed die 
usurious exploitation of the poorer classes of the population. A number of 
passages have been collected, showing how vigorously it fought against usury 
in Roman times and down to the time of Gregory the Great (590-604).® Charles 
the Great has sometimes been represented as making a new attack on this abuse 
with his well-knowm decree against interest. It is true that the importance of 
his measures has been differently assessed. On the one hand they have been held 
to be a mere symptom of the so-called Carolingian renaissance, having no practical 
importance, since during an age of purely natural economy money-lending wus 

^ Cf. Loening, op. cit., ii, 697, note 4, 705, note i, and especially Lesne, op. cit., 314 ,.ff. 
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no longer carried on.^ On the other hand, the general prohibition of interest in the 
Capitularies has been treated as an original innovation, both in form and in content 
as compared with earlier times.^ In either case, however, it seems to have been 
taken for granted that tliere were no laws against usury in Gaul, during the transi¬ 
tion period after the collapse of Roman rule. In opposition to this view I have 
tried to show that Charles was not doing anything new, but that his measures 
were the direct continuation of those in vogue immediately before in the Mero¬ 
vingian Kingdom.® As a matter of fact, the third Council of Orleans *(538) 
promulgated a decree against usury on the part of the clergy, from deacons 
upwards, and expressly forbade them to carry on business out of greed for filthy 
lucre.^ Furthermore, later ecclesiastical legislation in the seventh century also 
made a stand against usury,^ and not only against that whicli arose out of loans 
of money, but also against the usurious exploitation of personal obligations of 
service, in cases where a man’s freedom was pledged {obnoxiatio).^ In fact, the 
clergy, including those of the lowest rank, must have made many loans,and the 
Church, even before the time of Charles die Great, again and again made a stand 
against usury. 

In general, the Church’s far-reaching activity on behalf of the poor and 
oppressed classes is a proof of the immense social and political importance which 
it had acquired. Its influence must have been all the greater, because at that time 
the state either did not perform diese duties, or else only gradually absorbed them 
into its legislation at die instigation of the Church itself. Hence, we have the 
surprising phenomenon that in matters of social philanthropy ecclesiastical 
decrees rapidly gained a more general application and determined future develop¬ 
ments. In the new German states, civil legislation on these matters followed on 
ecclesiastical legislation, and was therefore determined by it. Here, as in other 
points of civil law, such as the marriage law, it was the Church which led the way. 

But the Church was able to achieve its object because of the great economic 
and social advantages which it could offer to large classes of the community. 
One particular factor in this new development must not be overlooked. When 
the Church, which itself observed the Roman law", undertook the further develop¬ 
ment of Roman legal principles, it encountered no coherent opposition on the 
part of the German laity or of the numerous Roman provincial inhabitants in 
these new states on Roman soil. A large proportion of the people in die new states 
were themselves interested in the enforcement of ecclesiastical law. This sheds 
fresh light on the fact tiiat the chief opponents of ecclesiastical demands were the 
nobility and the secular territorial lordships.® Hence, it is understandable that the 
final victory of the Church was won only when the Frankish monarchy under 
the Carolingians, after its decline in the seventh century (caused by the over¬ 
whelming power of the aristocracy) helped to further the reforms introduced by 

^ See Fedor Schneider, “ Das kirchiiche Zinsverbot imd die kuriale Praxis,” Fesimhe f, Heinr. 
Finke, (1904), 139. 
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Boniface. In doing so it was acting in its own interest and widi the intention of 
restoring its own absolute power. This is one of the most important reasons why 
ecclesiastical and therefore Roman influences maintained their hold for so long 
over the growing civilization of the early Middle Ages. There is no doubt that a 
strong monarchy, wdtii power over the lay aristocracy, could have steered tliis 
course of development, with its crucial results for succeeding ages, along other 
channels, and thus brought out more definitely the national Germanic character. 

The great struggle of the Church with die secular iiobilit}^^ and the signifi¬ 
cance of the latter as the opponent of ecclesiastical pretensions, is seen most 
clearly in die so-called right of Eigenkirche^ or maintaining a private Church, 
shown fay recent scholars to be of fundamental importance in the light of sub¬ 
sequent developments. Ulrich Stutz, to whom w^e are indebted for the discovery 
and explanation of this whole institution,^ was mistaken in so far as he thought it 
was of primitive Germanic ” origin, and was derived from the Gemanic house¬ 
hold priesthood or system of private temples.^ There are serious objections to 
this view. The data supplied by Hatch,^ Zhishmann,^ and Poschl ® prove widiout 
a doubt that before the year 400 (when, according to Stutz, this institution first 
originated) chapels and churches were erected on the great Roman estates by their 
owers, who also appointed the Church officers just as they did their other 
economic officials. These lords were responsible for, and supervised, the celebra¬ 
tion of divine service ; they had to see that no heathen cult or idolatry, forbidden 
by the state, was carried on on their land.® The sources quoted by Zhishmann 
clearly show that these churches, like other private property, could be alienated, 
by sale, exchange, or gift made by the owner to other persons. We find them not 
only in the East but in Italy, at a time ^ which makes it impossible for them to have 
been first introduced by Ae Germans, an explanation which Stutz advances for 
their presence.® The privately owned church, therefore, seems to have been an 
adjunct of territorial lordship and the great estate, which might and did arise where- 
ever die latter was developed, even among non-Germanic peoples.® 

If the origin of the system of private churches is thus to be found in the 
seigneurial system it seems natural that the Germans should have adopted it, 
with other ecclesiastical arrangements, as part of their Roman inheri.tance.^® 
In this connection the detailed information which has been collected about the 
various Germanic tribes can be co-ordinated into a more organic whole. Where 
■Germanic races are found in Spain and Portugal in the early Middle Ages, in 
Galicia, Castile, and Leon, there we find the old uncurtailed right to own private, 
churches. It remains untouched by the compromise effected betvv'een the Toledo 
Councils of the sixdi and seventh centuries, and the owners of these churches,., 

^ Dw EigenkiTche als Element des mittelalterlich, germamscken Eifckenreckts (1895) Gesch^ 
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This right TOS therefore obviously i part of the early Gothic law. Long before 
the Burgundians adopted Catholicism under King Sigismund, they had private 
churches,^ so we may assume that these two East Germanic tribes had copied the 
custom from the East Roman Empire, where it was widely spread, and had Loup-ht 
it westwards. ^ 

opposition of the Catholic episcopate to this private right among 
Visigoths and Burgundians is to be interpreted as due to the spirit of national 
antagonism, then the course of development in Gaul, and especially in Italy is 
quite incomprehensible. But there is, in fact, a great difference between conditions 
in Spain and in Burgundy. The Lombard episcopate, in spite of the fact that it 
went over from Aryanism to Catholicism, never had a chance to oppose the 
custom; the private church system not only was continued there but was extended 
to the districts which had remained Roman, the Exarchate, Gaeta, the South and 
even Rome. But here the question at once arises: why did not the Catholic 
episcopate in the heart of Roman territory defend itself against the incursion of 
foreign customs, instead of actually allowing them to spread to Rome itself 
where opposition to Germanic influences should have been most effective .^3 The 
difficulty is at once explained if our assumption that Roman organizations 
continued to exist is correct. For in that case neither the bishops of Upper 
Italy, nor even the Roman bishops, would have found it to their economic 
interest to fight this custom ; quite the contrary, for they had received a rich 
inheritance from their late Roman predecessors, and were themselves estate- 
owners with numerous private churches. This also explains why the private 
ownership of churches was so especially extensive in the bishoprics of Southern 
Italy ^; for territorial lordships were very strongly developed there from late 
Roman times. Finally, the derivation of this custom from late Roman and 
not from Germanic origins is further supported by the fact that in the 
Beneventan districts traces are actually found of unfree clergy belongins: to 
the private churches.® ^ 

Conditions in Gaul can be explained in a similar way. Stutz thought that 
among the Franks and other German tribes the private churches were taken over 
^adually, and that the process passed almost unnoticed. After the middle of 
me seven A century the German private church system gained ground among the 
rranks. Then in the eighth century “ such churches sprang up like mushrooms.’’ 
But would not such a course of development among the German tribes have been 
very extraordinary ? If die private church were really an entirely German institu- 
non, we should expect it to have become important here at an early date and to 
have remained permanendy in existence.® There was nothing to hinder its free 
growth.'^ As a matter of fact, the system of private churches was in existence 
among the Fra^ long before the date that Stutz assigns to it; for the decrees of 
me Council of Orleans of 541 prove far more than the fact “ that the Frankish 
territorial lords also based their control over their churches on their land-owner- 


^ Art. “ Eigenkirche,” op. cit., 

25’ff! den arianischen Konigreichen," 

® See Germ, edit., 234 ff. 

* Stutz, op. cit., 117. 

® Stutz, op. cit., Anm. 37. 
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ship Hinschius had already emphasized ^ that at that time no one questioned 
the territorial lord's ownership of church buildings and their endowments* (chiefly 
land and rights connected wdth nor his right of appointing their clergy.'"^ 

But the phrasing of these decrees gives us no reason to assume that they w^ere 
dealing only with Frankish lords : for both the place wFere the Council w^as held 
(Orleans) and the term used for territorial lords (potentes) show that, at least to 
some extent, great Roman landowmers w^ere taken into consideration. Indeed, 
if w'e look more closely, the signatures of the bishops present at the Council ^ 
reveal that those territories in which the real consolidated Frankish settlements 
lay, were not represented ^ : wFereas the bishops of the Roman parts of Gaul 
w^ere very numerous. The aims of the Frankish bishops may be clearly seen in 
these decrees. They did not oppose the right to private churches as such,'but diey 
attacked the encroachments and abuses of the territorial lords in their appointment 
of priests to oratories and parish churches, as well as their infringement of the 
archdeacon's powder of correction.® The right to own private churches here seems 
to be of old standing; there is nothing new" or unusual about it. 

It is now possible to offer quite a different explanation of conditions in 
Southern France and Spain, among the Visigoths and the Suevi. Here, too, the 
system w^as in existence in the fifth century,^ as is proved by the decrees of the 
first Council of Orange (441),® and by the account W'Ficli the Catholic bishop 
Apollinaris Sidonius gives in the second half of the fiftli century of the behaviour 
of certain German owners of private churches.® It must also not be forgotten that 
in the South of France and in Spain tlie territorial lordship w"as directly connected 
with late Roman development, and became very extensive and politically important 
at an early date, and that these mighty landowmers (potentes) had a protective 
authority (patrocmium) over their properties and tenants.!^ The powder of the 
episcopate in Spain grew steadily and the bishops often came into conflict wdth the 
lay aristocracy, but exerted decidedly more influence than the latter.^^ Moreover, 
in Spain the Catholic Church did not oppose private owmership of churches as 
such. The immense powder of the bishops made it possible for tliem to oppose the 
encroachments of the territorial lords, and especially their claim to take half the 
income arising from the people's alms. The decree of the national Council at 
Braga (572) shows that this practice had been going on for a long time, and that 
the church's opposition to it had as yet met with no real success- The bishops, 
with their great increase of power, wished to make these churches financially 
and economically independent of secular influence, and also to secure tlieir owm 
authority over them. Therefore the episcopate raised an outcry against the 
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tributaria conditio, upon condition of which those churches had been founded 
by iJieir territorial lords. ^ 

The tendencies seen in this process may be clearly followed in later develop, 
ments. In Spain, especially in the seventh century, after King Reccared I (586-601) 
had been converted to Catholicism and had made it the state religion, tliere were 
numerous and increasing complaints against the bishops for their seizure of 
country and private churches.^ This led, in 675, to King Wamba’s decree against 
encroachments by bishops upon property belonging to individual churches in 
their diocese, and to his declaration that all appeals to the thirty-year limitation 
(j)raescriptio tricennalis) were null and void unless the prescribed period was not 
already terminated by the time the law was promulgated. It should be noted that 
it was laid down concurrently that the heredes fimdatoris should be the first to be 
summoned to make the report or complaint against the oifending bishop.^ This 
shows how little the Catholic Church opposed private ownership of churches as 
such; and how clearly we must distinguish between the ideals of the Church and 
the new tendencies of its most important representatives, the bishops. These 
newer developments did change the previous state of affairs to some extent, but 
they should not be regarded as a dogmatic rejection of the whole system of private 
church-ownership on the grounds that it was a strange, perhaps a primitive and 
Germanic, and certainly a hostile institution. The bishops were themselves owners 
of churches, and would have injured their own interests if they had rejected the 
whole system. 

The question now arises, what was the attitude of Aryanism to private 
churches ? Aryanism has been described as the national form of Christianity, 
adopted at first by most of the Germanic tribes.^ If, owing to its imperfect organiza¬ 
tion the Aryan, unlike the Catholic {Eigenkirche)^ did not come under episcopal 
authority,then it might seem that the claim of the territorial lord to control and 
use his private church was the result of Aryanism. A high authority on these 
matters has advanced the theoiy that there was a very close connection internally 
between Ar}^nism and the private ownership of churches ; moreover, an Aryan 
system of private churches is actually mentioned.^ Against this it can be shown 
diat private churches existed among the Anglo-Saxons and Scandinavians where 
in general Aryanism did not attain dominion,® and this has rightly been held to 
disprove their Aryan origin. The rise of private churches certainly has nothing 
to do here with the more national form of German Christianity. But neither 
does it prove in any way that the private church was a specifically German insti- 
tution .7 ^ It has been shown to be an adjunct of territorial lordship in Iceland, 
and s:^larly among the Anglo-Saxons. We know to-day that among the latter, 
too, the territorial lordship was already extensively developed.® It should also be 
noticed that the acceptance of Aryan clergy and church buildings mentioned in the 
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first Council of Orleans (511)^ does not necessarily involve the adoption of 
Aryan systems.^ In this connection the famous letter of the Metropolitan Avims of 
Vienne to the Bishop of Grenoble (517) can be put in its right place. Avitus’ 
opposition to the acceptance of heretical (iAryan) churches has been interpreted as 
antagonism to die system of private churches ^ which was so widely in existence 
among the Burgundians before their conversion to Cadiolicism and while tliey 
were still Aryans. But this does not appear to be a necessary conclusion. Just as 
the acceptance of Aiy^an churches at the Coundi of Orleans does not necessarily 
involve the adoption of Aryan methods, so also here the opposition to such an 
acceptance does not necessarily mean an opposition to the Aryan private church as 
such. The reason given by Avitus for his attitude seems to show that he merely 
wished to avoid the seizure of iiryan churches for Catholic purposes ; a precedent 
was not to be set up, in accordance wntli which, If the King returned to Ary^anism, 
the same procedure might be used against Catholicism.^ 

It is not, however, intended to suggest that the private ownership of churches 
was of Roman origin. On the "contraiy^ it was neither national nor denominational, 
for it occurs among the Greeks as well as the Romans and Germans, i.e. in every 
country where territorial lordship appeared and attained an independent standing 
omng to the feudalization of public authority. 

The attitude of the Catholic episcopate was the same, whether it was opposing 
Aryanism among the Visigoths and Burgundians, or headienism among the Franks, 
Celts, Anglo-Saxons, and Scandinavian peoples. As we see from the Council ot 
Orleans (541),® the point was to break the great influence of the land-owning 
lay aristocracy over the country churches. In so doing, the bishops w’ere fulfilling 
the duties of their office, as these had been developed since Constantine’s Edict 
of Milan (313). The evolution of a monarchical constitution, wffiich had been going 
on in the different Christian communities from the third century, was now 
recognized by the state.® The bishop had become the leader of the Christian 
community and had not only made the priesthood dependent on Mm, but had 
gradually overtiirowm the once great influence of the lay pov/'ers.*^ His authority 
w^as first consolidated in the sphere of spiritual leadership of the congregations; 
afterwards he also became the administrator and even the bolder of Church 
property-The alms and gifts of the pious w^ere collected in his hands. After the 
legal recognition of the Church by ffie Emperor, and after it became lawfful for 
it to receive testamentary bequests, these alms became more numerous, and gifts 
of material property likewise became more frequent. Is it not, therefore, probable 
that the holders of these ecclesiastical property rights w^ould make every effort 
to eliminate outside influences from their administration ? We can understand 
their attitude at the second Council of Orleans in 541, and the fact, that they 
opposed the tnhutana conditio of the country churches founded by temtorial 
lords.® 

This may also be explained from another point of view. We saw that the first 
Christian communities of the West aro.se in towms. Here in the civitas the fa.ishop 

^ c. 10, MG.^ Co.nciLj i, 5. ® Stutz, op, dt., Sp. 1620 £ 
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had his see. The countryside clung for the most part to heathenism • but even 
where churches were founded in the neighbourhood of the towns they belonged 
to the urban community and were under its bishop.^ It was, therefore quite' 
accordance with this tendency in ecclesiastical administration that the bisho 
should also try to bring under his authority churches founded by the laity in the 
country. Undoubtedly one of the most effective means of extending and 
strengthening the power of the bishops lay in their economic strength.^ ^ 

Though actual Church property was soon declared to be inalienable the 
bishops had an unlimited power over the disposal of its income and produce ^ 
not to mention the wealth which pious alms placed at their command. They 
dispensed therefrom abundantly. The poor, among whom there were from the 
beginning numerous adherents of Christianity, must have been all the more 
attracted by this fact. "We have already seen that the charity and benevolence of 
the bishops was not limited to the giving of alms. In case of famine, corn was 
distributed, in time of war, captives were ransomed, and soon, as ecclesiastical 
organization advanced, the lower ranks of the clergy were supported by the 
bishop. ^ As the spiritual control of the community became concentrated in him 
and as his prestige as spiritual leader of the city grew, so also he must have appeared 
the most suitable person to settle quarrels among its inhabitants. As the preacher 
of brotherly love, qualified by his spiritual office to prevent violence and injustice, 
the bishop often appeared as the spokesman of his city when it was threatened 
from wiffiout, and tried to protect it.* The great renown and economic power 
thus attained by the bishops caused these appointments to be sought after by 
noble Romans of ancient lineage, even in the fourth cenmry; Sidonius Apollinaris 
is a typical example in the fifth.® 

From the towns, the bishop’s influence was extended to the surrounding 
countryside. Not only did they send missions and found churches there, as we 
saw above,® but even as early as the fifth century the strong episcopal authority 
was able to open a campaign against the lay powers outside the urban congrega¬ 
tions. A weapon was found in the institution of the archdeaconate, which had 
helped the bishops in exercising ecclesiastical authority over the lower clergy 
from the fourth century.’ 

The Council of Chalcedon (451) describes it as an old regulation that the 
urban bishop should have control over the clergy in benevolent institutions, 
monasteries, and chapels.® At the Council of Orleans (511) the Frankish bishops 
demanded the observance of the old canon law that all fields, vineyards, and slaves 
mth their belongings, given by believers to the country churches, should be under 
the control of the bishop.® The question was whether the Frankish episcopate 
could enforce these claims in the new Germanic state. This depended partly on its 
relationship to the supreme power of the state. The fact that the Frankish bishops 
could thus proclaim their economic rights at Orleans shows clearly that they had 
an understanding with King CloviSj who had summoned the synod and had caused 
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the thirty-tv^'^o bishops who met there to recognize the principle of the royal 
right to intervene in ecclesiastical matters.^ The monarchy and the episcopate 
the mo great powers of the time, w^ere in full accord and supported one anoAer. 
The most perceptive of our recent ecclesiastical historians, A. Hauck, has justly 
urged that the greatness of Clovis as a statesman lay in his success in creating such, 
a relationship. ‘‘He turned these men of Roman origin into patriotic citizens of the 
Frankish Kingdom.’’ ^ 

This naturally leads to a consideration of the great problem of the nature of 
the Frankish state-church, in which the most important factor is the much- 
discussed conversion of Clovis to the Catholic religion. This exercised a decisive 
influence in the subsequent period, and was a determining factor in later medieval 
development- It has long been thought extraordinaiy^ that the Frank, Clovis, 
did not become an Ar^^an, like most other Germanic kings. There was certainly 
no lack of effort to win him over to Aryanism, which had already penetrated into 
his circle, and had been adopted by one of his sisters. His decision undoubtedly 
emphasized the contrast with other German states, and ran counter to any pan- 
German aspirations which may have existed, for instance in die mind of Theodoric 
the Great. 

All modem scholars agree that Clovis’ act w^as due to political considerations, 
and was taken with a view to its effect on the future of his kingdom.^ It has often 
been assumed that a kind of early Frankish imperialism was the cause, and that 
the king hoped by this means to win over the Catholic clergy as important allies 
in his wars against neighbouring Aryan states, Burgundians and Goths.^ According 
to this view his act was influenced by his foreign policy in the near future. 

But too much weight must not be laid on Clovis’ politics. In all probability 
his reasons lay much nearer home. He made a friendly alliance with the Aryan 
Visigothic king, and then waged war against the Visigoths as the ally of the Aryan 
Burgundians.^ A far more likely explanation is, first, that Aryanism had no 
following in Roman Gaul, secondly, that the Frankish king was adopting the 
religious beliefs of the new Roman subjects whom he had incorporated in large 
numbers into his kingdom by taking over Roman Gaul.^ Catholic Romance 
people formed the majority of this population.. Thus Clovis ^not only avoided a 
split between Catholics and Aryans in his kingdom, but the uniformit}^ of religion., 
so effective at that period, was .able to bridge the gulf betv^een the Roman and 
Frankish populations.® Another consideration must also have affected him. He 
must certainly have realized the great power of the Catholic episcopate in the 
Gallic towns and elsewhere. In fact it was a political necessity for him to 
control over these influential bishops.”^ His behaviour immediately after his 
conversion shows that he fully understood their importance. Thus Clovis 
decision was in all probability governed by internal politics and past events in Ms 
kingdom, and was not a speculation in foreign policy. ^ . t ,4 *li_ - v 

This conclusion sheds a new light on the congratulations which Archbishop 


1 Cf. Hauck, KG., i% .148 £ ^ Op. cit„ i49* 

® C£ also H. V. Schub^eit, Gesch. d. cknstL Kircke im FrUkmittelaltgr (1^21), 90 i. , i , g 
^ G. Kaufmanrij Deutsche Gesch. Bis auf Karl d. Gr., ii, 61 .(i88i)j K- LampreAt, .^.eMtsc^e 
i\ 284£, and R. Weyl, Das frank. Staatskirchenrecht, Zdt der Memmnger (Gierkes, Untersuck., 
27), 188S. 

* C£ Loening, op. dt.j ii, ii. . ^ / ,© 

® W. S-cfauitze., Deutsche Gesch. von der Urieit bis i. d. KaroBngem, li, 7 y ' 9 
^ C£ H. V. Schubert,, op. dt., 177, and also E. Babelon, Le Rkn dans I hismire, 11, 13 £ C' 9 ' 7/- 



2(54 EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 

Avitus of Vienne extended to the newly baptized convert. We have already see 
how wisely he estimated the reaction of the king’s political attitude on the Church i 
The fact that this ecclesiastical politician matched Clovis against the East Roma' 
Emperor, and hoped for the spread of the true faith among distant peoples owing 
to his conversion, shows what the Frankish episcopate expected from Clovk 
Had he perhaps already guaranteed that the Frank would fulfil these expectations ? 
At any rate the decrees of the first Council of Orleans, summoned by Clovis in the 
year of his death, prove that the bishop’s hopes were justified. It has already been 
observed that these decrees indicate in part the promises which the king had 
apparently made to the episcopate.^ The outward form of their composition and 
promulgation is significant. Not only are they directly addressed to Clovis® 
but they are described as the result of deliberations undertaken at the king’s 
request and carried out with his agreement. A magnificent bouquet of con¬ 
cessions to the Church was herewith presented to the bishops. Not only did the 
king promise to provide poor churches with sufficient property (c. 5), and to hand 
over to the Catholic Church from his Visigothic spoils the hitherto Aryan churches 
with their property (c. ro); but he guaranteed the immunity of royal gifts of land 
to the Church (c. 5),* and recognized the bishops’ authority over the country 
churches (c. 15), their share in pious oblations (c. 14), and, finally, the right of 
sanctuary (c. i). ° 

^ Clovis’ desire to meet the Church half-way and to give her his royal pro¬ 
tection against the seizure of her property or attacks from without, becomes 
prticularly obvious in his letter to the bishops (c. 507-511),^ which some editors 
have connected with the first Council of Orleans. The behaviour of the king 
and his example must soon have had a far-reaching effect. At the beginning of the 
seventh century the royal charters adopted as their basis the idea that benefits 
conferred on the Church secured the privilege of eternal reward.® 

It has been sufficiently shown how rapidly the Church grew in the sixth 
TCntury. Her riches were incalculable. The oft-quoted saying, attributed by 
Gregory of Tours at the end of the century to Clovis’ grandson. King Chilperic, 
to the effect that the state-treasury was impoverished because all wealth had been 
transferred to the Church,*^ is only the reflection of the immense impression made 
on contemporaries by the economic development of ecclesiastical property. 

But the episcopate had acquired great power not only economically but 
politically. Chilperic’s sa^png, quoted above, continues with this important 
statement: nulli penitus nisi soli episcopi regnant; periet honor noster et translatus 

ad episcopus civitatum. And as a matter of fact, if we read Gregory’s 
Hmoryofthe Franks, we are struck by the fact that the bishops are in the forefront 
of ail events - they are the persons who act. His history of the state is really a 
histojj of the bishops. This is not merely because he was a bishop. The matter 
goes deeper than that, and must have been influenced by the whole geographical 
and political configuration of Gaul in the later Roman Empire. The Roman 
provincial division, partly based on the Celtic Gau system, and arranged according 
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£0 local folk areas (civitates)^ is continued in the diocesan system. The were 
connected even in late Roman, times ; the centre and executive headquarters of the 
old folk-area became the bishop’s see, the episcopal town (civitas)J- We see the 
transition especially clearly in the so-called Notitia Galliarum^ which describes 
the Gallic church-organization about 400, probably after the Council’s decrees.^ 

The political collapse of the Roman Empire in die West was to the advantage 
of the bishops, for then many duties which the sinking state could no longer carry 
out automatically devolved on them. Romanism found its last props in them, and 
in them the Roman population sought and found support, largely because tliey 
belonged to the old and rich families of the towns. This lasted throughout the 
sixth century.^ Often one noble family was able to retain episcopal power, 
because the people chose their bishop again and again from tlie same family. 

The good terms on which the Frankish kings stood from the beginning with 
the episcopate explain in large part why there was so few serious conflicts bet\^^een 
the king and the bishops in the towns during the sixth century. 

The inheritance from late Roman times, which came to the episcopate duri,ng 
the early Frankish period, also explains the political role of the bishops. The 
important position which they soon assumed in all the general affairs of state 
was not created by them, but was firmly established much earlier. The Frankish 
kings did not interfere wnth it, and indeed maintained a conservative attitude to all 
Roman arrangements.^ 

The after-effects of Roman conditions were especially obvious in Spain, 
where the bishops, as in Gaul, had had a well-established position in the towms 
from late Roman times, and now increased their powder. This was also to some 
extent the case in Italy, for the Lombard conquest did not cause an interruption 
or destruction of the episcopate.^ As long as the Lombards w^ere Aiy^ans, they had 
very little influence on the Catholic bishops. All that happened w^s that side by 
side wdth these there w^ere also Aryan bishops. The influence of the Catholic 
bishops only really made itself felt when the Lombard kings themselves W'^ent over 
to Catholicism (c. 680).® For the Roman episcopate the important point was that it 
had consolidated its central and supreme spiritual position and created a Papacy, 
and that, owing to its rich landed possessions, it was able to maintain an extra 
territorial princely power in face of the new conquerors. On the basis of its 
international importance it fought successfully for its independence against the 
Lombards, and for the same reaso,n was able to use the political quarrels of the 
European states to its own advantage against various oppressors- The fact that 
the Lombards were Aryans at the ti,m€ of, and for a century after, their conquest of, 
Italy, made it easier for the Pope to carry on the political struggle on behalf of Ms 
own position as Bishop of Rome, while the other bishops outside Rome found in 
him strong and constant support.^ 

The Catholic episcopate possessed great internal force because its spheres 
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of interest were uniform and co-ordinated, not only spiritually but alsn 
economically and politically, as compared with those of the new rulers Mori 
over, It always had at its command the Councils, which functioned regularlv aS 
constitutionally, bringing about unity and agreement; and these were bound soon 
to become politically important, on account of the great importance of individual 
bishops in the state. G. Waitz, one of the greatest authorities on early German 
con^imtional history, considered that these councils were almost more important 
in affairs of state than in the questions of ecclesiastical order and discipline with 
which they were supposed in the first place to deal.’’ ^ 

Thus the alliance between spiritual and political authority, characteristic of 
the new states, originally came into existence owing to the peculiarly powerfol 
position of the episcopate at the end of the Roman period; besides being the 
ecclesiastical authority, it was also, owing to its economic importance, a political 
power in the towns, and hence in the provincial administration. This was due to 
the fact that the new Germanic rulers had founded their states on Roman soil and 
continued the earlier lines of development. It was intensified by the practice 
which prevailed in Gaul during the fifth and sixth centuries, and later in Spain^ 
of choosing as bishops men of a certain age, who had previously held important 
posts in civil administration.^ These men were consequently often laymen, 
and their practical experience in a secular post was a recommendation, since it 
equipped them for the important economic tasks which a bishop had to perform. 
A good example of this attitude may be seen in the speech in which Apollinaris 
Sidonius recommended Simplicius as Bishop of Bourges,^ which also shows^ 
that already at that time bishops were often sent on political missions (legatio\ 
either on behalf of their town or diocese, or of their king,® The great culture of 
these members of distinguished Roman families was certainly a valuable asset 
on such occasions, and was probably rarely found elsewhere. In the sixth century 
it appears that counts or court officials were especially favoured by the king or 
queen for election to bishoprics, and were appointed on their recommendation.® 
Thus the personal activities of individual bishops brought about an extension 
of their sphere of action to secular and especially to political affairs. The prestige 
of their ecclesiastical dignity made them seem particularly qualified to decide 
quarrels and to settle political conflicts. Not only were the bishops the king’s 
councillors, but even in the sixth century they were already taking part in all 
j^litical affairs of general importance. They represented the spiritual interests of 
their towns and dioceses. The splitting up of the kingdom, and the subsequent 
quarrels among the rulers of the new sub-divisions^, increased the power not only 
of the lay aristocracy but of the bishops. The famous Edict of Clothar U (614), 
which definitely guaranteed the great privileges gained by Church and nobility 
during the previous confusion, was promulgated by the king cum pontejicibus 
Vel tarn magnis viris optematibus aut Jidelibiis nostris in synodale concilio,^ 

In the Acts of the contemporary Synod of Paris the aim of the bishops is thus 
specifically described : tractantesj quid quomodo principisj quid salute populi 
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utillius conpeterit vel quid ecclesiasticus ordo salubriter observaret, ^ The 
similarity between these t^^o quotations illustrates the measure of episcopal 
influence on all public affairs. Synod and state assembly coincide. 

This influence of the bishops was especially great in Spain, where the councils, 
which were also attended by secular nobles, really did the work of the state 
assemblies, and controlled political affairs by their decisions.^ In Italy the bishops 
were not so important at first, partly because of the schism with Rome w-Rich 
was encouraged by the Aryan Kings of the Lombards.^ But there w^s a great 
change after die seventh century, when the Lombards became Catholic and the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy was recognized in their kingdom. The bishops w^ere 
restored, and the Church was reorganized in a manner which was greatly to their 
advantage. They took an important place at the Roman synods of 649 and 680, 
and under King Liutprand they were already in possession of large estates. In 
Italy, more than anywhere else, the towms remained the centre of the wLole 
territorial administration, and this made the bishops, wiio had their sees there, 
increasingly important; die diocese corresponded to the secular territonum of 
the towm,^ and its ecclesiastical head became more and more influential in secular 
matters also. 

Among the Irish and Scottish peoples the Church organization w^as mainly 
monastic in character, and this forced the bishops into the background.^ But in 
England an approach to Rome was made after Wilfred's time (Deira) about the 
middle of the seventh century, and this led to a greater participation of the epis¬ 
copate in secular affairs, a process considerably hastened by the organization 
of the Church by Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury.^ Corbett has 
very properly laid stress on the fact that this secularization of the episcopate and 
die development of episcopal territorial lordships wms not English in origin, but 
w^as introduced from without, probably in imitation of Romano-Frankish models."^ 

While in this w^ay the bishops were achieving a combination of spiritual 
and secular powder, the monasteries practised asceticism and encouraged renuncia¬ 
tion of the wmrld- They w^ere thus often situated on the waste lands or in unfre¬ 
quented places. We can hardly doubt that some degree of opposition to the 
episcopate prevailed in Gaul during the fourth century. The history of St. Martin 
shows this clearly enough.® In the fifth century there was a considerable increase 
in the number of monasteries, wLich may have been due not only to ascetic 
ideals but also to economic and social conditions. They w^ere refuges for the unfree 
wLo were groaning under the yoke of Roman lordship, as may be clearly seen in 
the decree of the Council of Chalcedon (451), in which, it is laid dowm that slaves 
may not be accepted by a monastery wdthout tlieir master’s permission (c. 4).® 
The monks w^re laymen. According to the decrees of tlie same council they w^ere 
not to leave their monastery or concern themselves with ecclesiastical or secular 
matters. The monasteries w^ere, however, already under the bishop and Ms-consent 
was necessary for their foundation.^® 
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The Germanic conquerors were also strictly conservative in their attitude 
to these arrangements of the late Roman period. It is well known that the 
Frankish kings, from Clovis onwards, greatly favoured the monasteries; they 
not only made them gifts of land, but caused new monasteries to be founded and 
often kept in close touch with them. From the beginning of the sixth century 
certain abbots became influential at court, and sometimes these became bishops. 
Thus a closer understanding sprang up between the monasteries and the episcopate! 
Owing to the rapid increase of new monasteries among the Franks and their rich 
acquisitions of land, the bishops had good reason to put the decrees of the Council 
of Chalcedon into effect, in particular because monastic houses were now beino- 
erected by private people on their own lands, and these landowners were 
claiming a share in the gifts and income of such Eigenkloster, or privately-owned 
monasteries. Here there was a danger of competition with the bishop. Would 
he succeed in bringing these rich and numerous monasteries under his control 
or would they secure emancipation from him, perhaps with the help of those lay¬ 
men who were accustomed to appoint the abbot of their own monasteries > And 
originally the prospective abbot was not even required to be in orders.^ 

We see from the Councils of the first half of the sixth century how greatly 
this question occupied the attention of the bishops, who obviously realized its 
importance. To assume tliat the monastic system in Gaul was so little developed 
that the monks there were relatively insignificant people is to underrate the 
importance of the monasteries. We see from the decrees of the Councils of 506, 
517, 538, and 541,2 bishops were not solely concerned with the spiritual 

guidance and supervision of the monasteries, but also with the problem of gaining 
control over their continually increasing wealth. This can have been no easy 
task at that time, for there was no one uniform monastic organization; several 
different orders existed. 

The founder of a monastery could exercise a decisive influence upon its 
affairs. In the middle of the fifth century the Council of Arles gave a decision 
favourable to the monastery in a particular case, the complaint of the Abbot of 
Lerin against the Bishop of Frejus. In the Frankish Church this formed a pre¬ 
cedent for the regulation of such relationships. After the Lerin case, the Luxeuil 
case also established a precedent for the bestowal of privileges, giving protection 
against abuses and encroachments on the part of the bishops. 

The mention of Luxeuil brings us to that important phase of development 
heralded by Columba and his Irish-Scottish Church-system. Owing to the 
peculiar social conditions of Ireland, to wit the existence of a clan or tribal system,^ 
the Celtic Church fostered freer and more independent monasteries. It was not 
that there were no bishops, but the bishops that there were had no power of 
jurisdiction, as they had on the continent; in Ireland it was the monastic abbots 
who held the reins. Columba tried to introduce this system into the Frankish 
kingdom also. After 590 he himself founded several new monasteries there 
(including Luxeuil), from which an enormous number of others sprang up in the 
seventh century ^; and in all these “ the enduring result of Columba’s monastic 

2 op* cit., ii, 375, and Hauck, op. cit., 1% 237=1^, 247. 
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foundations ’’ was that many monasteries were independent of their diocesan 
bishop.^ It is no coincidence that the number of monastic privileges thereafter 
began to increase and developed rapidly, and that Resbach in 635 for the first 
time received a royal charter, which, together with the now non-existent charters 
of Luxeuil, became the model for a series of later foundations.^ Resbach v^as 
founded by the sons of Autharius, with whom Columba himself had found a 
kindly refuge on his flight from Queen Brunhild.^ 

The number of these independent monasteries founded under the influence 
of Columba steadily increased. They even found their way into Germany. What 
is the significance of this ? According to the opinion of a contemporary die 
various provinces of Gaul were literally strewn with monasteries and convents. 
Not only did hosts of monks and nuns swarm all over the country and settle in 
villages and cities, but they even found their way to distant and uninhabited regions, 
where hardly any monasteries had been seen previous to that time.^ Their numbers 
increased steadily. The source quoted above speaks of agmina monachorum 
and examina puellarum. They must have proved a formidable attraction for the 
lay population. 

The privileges obtained by these monasteries were directed against the 
encroachments of the bishop, under whose diocesan power they were placed* 
These privileges were sometimes granted by the bishop himself, pardculariy in 
the case of houses of which he was the founder. But laymen, too, mth increasing 
frequency, insisted from the very outset upon a greater degree of independence 
as a condition of their gifts. ^ The kings, who founded many monasteries, were 
particularly insistent upon this, and there were also here and there Eigenkloster 
over which, as over country churches and oratories, the landowner retained a right 
of control. These developments soon gave rise to another practice. At first it 
was essential to obtain the initial consent of the bishop to these privileges; if 
his successor in the episcopate disregarded them, the monastery would try to get 
the king to guarantee the greater independence which it had attained. Thus 
monastic houses began to aim at obtaining royal confirmation of their privileges. 
Sometimes, especially where the king was one of the founders, a royal privilege 
was granted first, and then, at the king's request, a similar privilege was sought 
from the bishop. He could hardly refuse this favour, on account of the relationsliip 
that existed between the royal power and the episcopate. 

The regulations contained in the royal privileges granted to Resbach (635) 
show the main points at issue. The bishop was to have no control over monastic 
property or the income therefrom, and he was to enter the monastery only by 
invitation of the abbot and in order to fulfil his special ecclesiastical fiinctiom 
without annoying the monks. If there was a vacancy, the new abbot was to 
be chosen by the congregation according to the rule of the order, and 
the elected person was to be installed by the bishop.® It is obvious that 
the bishops had been using their spiritual jurisdiction over the monas¬ 
teries, and their opportunities for carrying out certain spiritual functions 
(e.g. the dedication of altars, the consecration of the dirism, ordination, 
etc.) in order to demand pa3mient, or to make other daims.’^ This might 
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happen all Ae more easily as the monasteries grew richer and pious mftc 
flowed m in larger quantities. Their great wealth must have become much more 
tempting when, at the end of the sixth century, internal confusion and the rise 
of the secular nobility brought a large number of Frankish bishoprics into the 
hands of wordly men, who were not interested in their dioceses and had risen bv 
means of avarice and violence.^ A successful stand was now made ao-ainst these 
men, and economic dependence on the episcopate was abolished. The necessary 
preliminary to this was freedom to elect the head of the house. The monarchy was 
persuaded to support tlrese aims, partly because certain monasteries or their 
founders planned a transference to royal authority and placed themselves under 
the King’s protection.^ 

The relationship between the monarchy and the Church thus became closer 
and gradually broadened its scope. We have seen how significant Clovis’ attimde 
to the episcopate was from the very beginning. At that time the Church and her 
most important representatives in Gaul regarded their dependence on the kim^ as 
a matter of course. This was not only because hitherto in the Roman Empire'the 
emperor, as head of the state, had possessed such rights and they could hardly 
be refused (as in the Aryan kingdoms with their heretical kings) to the Frankish 
king when he went over to Catholicism. Nor was it due solely to the fact that the 
Frankish king had an almost unlimited authority over his whole land, for that 
Tras true also of the Aryan kingdoms. The main cause was that it was to the interest 
of the Catholic Church itself. The Church stood in more need than ever of pro¬ 
tection while political conditions were being reshaped in the German countries; 
and it was the monarchy from which the bishops expected and even implored 
such protection.^ It was not only the actual conditions of authority, the consti¬ 
tutional rights of the Frankish king, which made the subordination of the Church 
to the representative of state authority seem a matter of course. The bishops 
Aemselves had every reason to recognize that authority and even to emphasize 
It, for only me Frankish king, after his conversion to Catholicism, could give that 
security against the neighbouring Aryan kingdoms, of which the Church was now 
m sore need. Aryanism had made gigantic strides. Even during the revival of the 
r rankish monarchy by Clovis’ wars. Church property was often plundered and 
diniini^ed.'^ The bishops knew very well what they were about when they laid 
such oj^ious emphasis on the supreme power of Clovis, the mighty Frankish 
they derived from it the fact that it was his duty to protect the 
Church. The practical results of this, in all questions connected with the legal 
position of the Church,^ are obvious. By placing themselves under the king’s 
prote^on, they recognized his supreme authority; and this corresponded to 
both Roman and Germanic views on patwcimumJ* 

It has sometimes been suggested that Clovis acted in ecclesiastical matters 
imt as a law-giver but as a politician.® In point of fact both powers, the king and 
the bishops, although they realized their own importance, recognized equally 
c ear y their mutual need of one another. The bishops also acted as politicians at 
that time. In their attitude to the state they were not guided solely by the regula¬ 
tions of ecclesiastical law, but were clearly influenced by political considerations. 
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What, then, is the origin of the Catholic National Church ? ^ A complete system 
of law forming the basis of such a Church can hardly be said to have been in 
existence in the early stages of the Christian monarchy under Clovis. Researches 
into the appointments to various bishoprics have shown that the canon law, pre¬ 
scribing die election of bishops by clergy and people, was not deliberately set 
aside by Clovis, but was in general observed.^ “ It became apparent ever5rwhere 
that a new element had to be reckoned with, in the shape of a monarchy that was 
a real power. Its influence was felt, but its relationship to other factors in the 
situation was as yet undefined. The task was to define that relationship, and that 
task was performed by Clovis’ successors.”® A wealth of examples may be culled 
from Gregory of Tours to show that the election of a bishop by clergy and con¬ 
gregation never passed completely out of use. The king exercised a decisive 
influence on this “ election ” and in reality appointed his own candidate, but he did 
not do away with the practice of election as such. He recognized it as the legal 
form, even when he made the appointment, and himself stressed the importance 
of holding it and complying with its methods.^ In actual practice nomination by 
the king took place from case to case, though it was not yet a legal right, claimed 
on principle and recognized as of universal application. Thus after the death of 
Clovis many free elections by clergy and congregation took place and were merely 
confirmed hj the king ^ ; in 549 the fifth Council of Orleans declared this 
form of appointment to be the canonical one, and the Council of Paris in 5 57 
opposed appointment by the king.® Clovis’ successors proceeded to some 
extent quite arbitrarily, which led Hauck to conclude that Clovis could not 
have fixed any normal legal procedure as regards the king’s co-operation.'^ “ His 
procedure fell as far behind the assumed norm, as that of Theoderic and his 
grandson exceeded it.” 

A consideration of procedure in Italy shows that this royal right was not taken 
over from Aryanism. In the Lombard kingdom not only the king or duke take part 
in the appointment of a bishop, but the assent of the royal officials was also 
necessary for the ordination of deacons and priests by the bishop.® Tamassia 
showed that this right probably goes back to late Roman custom and was not a 
Lombard innovation.® Moreover, at that time the Pope already had considerable 
influence in the appointment of bishops in Italy.^® 

A comparison of conditions among the Aryan Visigoths in Spain reveals a 
marked difference between the earlier and later periods. As long as the Lombards 
and Visigoths were Aryans, there was little influence on the elections to Catholic 
bishoprics. On the contrary, the late Roman form of appointment is found here 
also, and in Spain a bishop often appointed his successor during his lifetime.^ 
When the Visigoths and Lombards went over to Catholicism, the king’s influence 
increased in importance.^^ It is clear that the chief factor in riiis development was 
not Aryanism, but the political importance gained by the episcopate in aSairs of 
state and in the councils sunamoned by the king.^® The non-Aryan Anglo-Saxon 
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kings enjoyed a similar influence and for the same reasons; the measure of their 
influence varied according as their bishops, who at first ^ were politically 
unimportant, acquired political significance.^ ^ 

This makes it possible really to understand subsequent developments in the 
Frankish kingdom. With the decay of royal power in the second half of the sixth 
century the king’s right of nomination declined. The Magna Carta lihertatum 
(614) of the greatly strengthened aristocracy expressly recognized the canonical 
election by clergy and congregation.^ The Edict of Clothar II attempts a recon¬ 
ciliation on this point between the two rival powers, the aristocracy and the 
monarchy. The royal right of confirmation is expressly mentioned. This con¬ 
firmation was to precede the consecration of the elected person. Neither royal 
power nor ecclesiastical independence was to be unlimited; the co-operation 
of Church and state was necessary for the legal appointment of a bishop.^ 

Later, when a strong centralized power grew up in the office of Mayor of the 
Palace, the Amolfings once more used it for the appointment of bishops, as is 
clearly shown by Ebroin’s behaviour in 679-680.^ Indeed, they went a step 
farther, and when privileges were bestowed upon monasteries, at any rate on 
their own private houses, they demanded a promise of allegiance from die abbot- 
elect,® a precaution which may have been due to the disturbances of the time and to 
the political conflicts which were dividing the nobility.^ This demand for 
allegiance from monastic officials was continued by the early Carolingians, 
especially by Charles the Great, and was also encouraged by the bishops in the few 
cases where the latter had been elected by free choice. In general Charles insisted 
on his inherited right to nominate bishops.® It is thus apparent that procedure in 
these matters followed no recognized legal norm, but depended on the real measure 
of political power wielded by the monarchy of the day. 

We come now to the question of entry into the clerical profession. The fact 
that here, too, the confirmation of the Frankish king was necessary must have 
arisen as an adaptation of Roman regulations, intended to prevent any evasion 
of taxation, or diminution of the tax-paying or taxable population. For a Canon 
of the Council of Clichy (626) shows that at any rate by that time such considera¬ 
tions were really an important factor.® Moreover, the law of the Emperor Maurice 
in 592 should be noted in this connection; it lays down that no official or soldier 
may become a cleric or monk until he has finished his service.^® The ecclesiastical 
principle that any man entering the ranks of the clergy must be free, so that he 
be not diverted by old duties from his new duty to God,^^ was in practice certain to 
cause the state to claim this right of confirmation. Even slaves could not enter the 
clerical profession except with the consent of their masters, or after manumission. 
In the Germanic, and especially in the Frankish, state this royal privilege was all 
the more strongly emphasized, since freemen were linked to the governing power 
by a tie of loyalty, strengthened by an oath of allegiance to the king, and binding 
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them to the performance of certain public services (militar}", legal^ etc.).^ In the 
Merovingian kingdom from the sixth centur}^ onwards the homage of the subiect 
appears as a definite traditional custom.^ H. Brunner was of opinion that this 
general oath was not originally a right of the Germanic monarchy, but goes back 
to Roman precedents among the Franks, the Goths, and Lombards.^ The king’s 
right to make this entry dependent on his assent may be explained by a com¬ 
plementary enactment, to which special attention should be drawn. This is the 
prohibition of any kind of private association which was not to die advantage of 
the state as a whole, on the ground that such associations were incompatible with 
the general oath of allegiance.^ Thus tliis phenomenon in the ecclesiastical law 
of the Merovingian state is also capable of an organic explanation, independent 
of the influence of Aryanism. 

The state tried to protect itself against the losses w^hich threatened it in 
consequence of the enormous growth of the Church and her power of attraction 
in the economic sphere. These considerations were the cause of the limitations 
and difficulties introduced at this period into the conditions of land-conveyance 
(such as the requirement of a will in waiting and of witnesses,® the enac.tment of a 
right of pre-emption by the nearest relatives, etc.).® 

The great increase in gifts of land to the Church in the interest of salvation 
brought about economic and social changes which in the long ran ine\itably 
affected the state. Some time ago the attention of scholars was drawm to the fact 
that in Bavaria tlie duke’s assent to such transferences of land to the Church is 
explicitly mentioned in the charters, and from this it w^as concluded tliat his 
specific assent was required for ever^^ such grant of land.’^ But Brunner pointed 
out that in the Lex Baiuvar, and the Dingolfing decrees it is expressly stated that no 
one should hinder freemen from giving their property to the Church.® He was 
also of the opinion that the Bavarian law^, requiring consent to pious gifts, wss 
unique in the Frankish period. He realized that the ducal assent might be due to 
various causes, not only because the land to be conveyed might in some cases be a 
ducal fief, but also because the donors themselves might be homines potestatem 
non hahentes^ who needed that permission if the property in question w^s not 
given to them by their lord. Brunner went on to suggest that gifts of land 
obtained by clearing fiscal woods or wastes also required the duke’s assent. 
Finally, he very rightly pointed out that often there is no question of consent to 
alienation, but merely of the agreement of the duke to the erection of newmhurches, 
to the grant by freemen of their own persons, or to the grant of free children to an 
existing church. Not infrequently the consent was required merely for purpose 
of corroboration against impeachment by others.® 

Brunner’s view is undoubtedly correct, but he has not carried his deductioiis 
from the Bavarian charters far enough. A similar procedure may be seen among 
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the Franks. We must not allow ourselves to be deceived by the outward appear¬ 
ance of the documents which we possess. The Bavarian charters show that the 
so-called autotraditiones were concerned chiefly with priests and clergy.^ But 
even among the Franks these could only be made with the king’s consent.^ 
Further, we know that the first Carolingians decreed that land which owed 
“ census ” to the king could not be alienated or, if it had been, must be restored 
to the heirs,® i.e. the king’s permission was necessary. This claim may be traced 
to Merovingian times, and is found as early as Marculf’s charters.* In this con¬ 
nection it is perhaps possible to suggest an explanation of the king’s claim to a 
certain control over divisions of inherited property among freemen {divisio de 
alode).^ The fiscus probably had a general interest in controlling such divisions 
of property, because they would considerably facilitate transferences to the Church 
in consequence of the right of subdivision (Freiteilsrecht).^ At any rate, there is 
documentary evidence from the Carolingian period that at times the Church too 
demanded a tithe of the inheritance.’ There also an opportunity presented itself 
for diminishing the disbursements previously made to the state.® 

Finally, the Frankish king also had to give consent to alienations by tributarii 
on royal estates.® These may be considered the equivalent of the homines 
potestatem de se non habentes in Bavaria. 

Thus among the Franks, too, the government had brought under its control 
the transference of land to the Church. It was not that it was opposed to such 
gifts on principle; indeed, the Church, as we see from many of the folk-laws 
obtained favours and mitigations in this very matter. We have already spoken of 
the Bavarian lawand the same situation may be seen just as clearly in the Lex 
AlamannorimP- On the other hand, the Lex Saxonum in the passage which 
secures the right of pre-emption to relatives in cases of alienation of property 
makes a special exception of grants to the king or to the Church.*® This favouritism 
must often have given rise to abuses and must have hastened the time when the 
state would have to limit it. 

T^e legal position of the monarchy in respect of the Councils, whereby the 
Frankish king both summoned them and gave consent and confirmation to their 
decisions, has also been explained by some scholars, notably by v. Schubert, as a 
result of Aryanism.*® According to this theory the decisive factors in the simation 
were economic and social, viz. the migratory life and the nature of settlement. 
But, as a matter of fact, the German settiement did not proceed in agglomerations 
as compact as v. Schubert assumed them to be, least of all in the three states which 
he specially mentions, Italy, Spain, and Burgundy. It is only necessary to remind 
the reader of the division of land with the Romans, which from the beginning was 

* Cf. ibid., ii% 8 ff. 

® See above, f. 

’ 'lie Capitulare ^ iiunttU fadendis of 811-13. MG., Capit. i, 177, c. Ii; also my 

trtschaftsentwtcklung der KarolinserTeiu lo. 

^ Cf. Form., i, 19; MG, FF,, 56. 

® Cf. Form. Marculf., i, 20, op. cit. 

« See above, 255 £ 

’ C£ the records of 879 in St. Gall. UB., ii, 388. 

® Histor. Franc., x, 7 ; op. cit, i, 414. 

® Cf. the Capitulare of 818-19, c- 2. MG., Capit. 1, 287. 

See above, 273. 

Cf. Tit i, MG. LL., iii, 45. 

Lex Saxonum, c. 62: MG. LL., 5, 79. 
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responsible for a considerable mixing of the ttro nations. ^ Above ali, it is incorrect 
to think of a solid mass of Germans inhabiting the open cciintr\'. v.'hi’.e the Remans 
concentrated in tlie towns. This assumption^ which is not berne out bv foe ^ciirces. 
kthe chief basis for the theory that the tribal Church de\-eloped into a’r.atic.nai cne' 
No one will deny that in the fifth and sixth cer.mries, when the Germarx states vrere 
being founded on Roman soil, and even afterwards, the tribal constituticr. tvas 
extremely important. That is sufficiently proved by tlie folk-laws, wh.ich were 
promulgated in these nevv- kingdoms. Moreover, we'mav take it for sranted tltat 
the development of separate tribal states must ha\-e had 'a certain reaction cn the 
legal position of the Church ttdthin their boundaries, more especialiv as tltat 
Church had gained rights which had to be recogcxized h\- the state scvcrrinisrit. It 
will suffice to mention only one of these, the great iandea propemrncqiiired me 
Church, with all tlie rights attached thereto, such as mmunhas, judicial pewrer, 
freedom from taxation and tolls, etc. No doubt, also economic "inequalities and 
differences in the composition of tiie population caused different de\"eiopments 
in the various states. 

When, therefore, a single monarchy developed in these tribal states, the king 
and the bishops, because of their important position In towm and country, found it 
to their advantage to take counsel together. This w^as merely die natural con¬ 
sequences of the authority wiiich both had acquired, and of their close connection 
wdth one another; and it w^as also the necessar}- preliminar\' to anv organized 
system of government in tlie new- Germanic states.^ Clovis was not taking a new* 
step w^hen he summoned the bishops to these common councils, but wws'^merelv 
continuing the practice of the Roman Emperors wdtliin his cum sphere of induence’^ 

In this matter also, no.Ar}.'^an model w^as necessarvx It should be noted that one 
of the best audiorities on early Germanic ecclesiastical law^ w^ent so far as to urge 
that wt cannot speak of a Visigothic or Burgundian national Church, even 
tliough the bishops met there in council and, at any rate, in the Visigothic kingdom, 
had to have the king's permission to do so." ^ 

In Italy, moreover, where according to Schubert’s theoiy^ the Lombard king 
ought Yery decidely to have had this right, w^e hear nodiing of it; on the contrary, 
it was tlie Pope who summoned the councils in wdiich the Lombard bishops took 
part (e.g. 649,680) ; King Liutprand, although liis royal powder W’as considerable/ 
incorporated their decrees in his law^s.® 

The Merovingian kings w^ere the first to create a national Church, in so far as, 
on the one hand, they formed various ecclesiastical groups into a single whole 
within the boundaries of the Frankish kingdom and, on the other, prevented .any, 
non-Frankish ecclesiastical organization from exerting a direct influence on Church 
affairs within their kingdoms^ This constituted a fundamental difference ffom the 
conditions prevailing among die Visigoths, Burgundians, and Italians. In the 
former case the metropolitan see, wLere it extended beyond the boundar}^ of the 
country, was not affected by the formation of the new states, but in die latter mse. 


^ See above, 93 S. 

® C£ also the remarks of A. Hauck, KG.^ i®, 162= ,1^, 164, He regaiils tlie form of the synodal 
system in the Frankish kingdom as a living expression of the co-operation of Cliurdi and state. 

® Loeningj op. dt., ii, 129. 

^ Hegel., Stadteverfassung, 373, .and Hartmann, Italims, ii, i, 224 £, 25S. 

® See Germ. edit.,ii^, 16, and 121, 

® Tamassia, op. cit.. 172; .Hartmann, op. cit., ii, 2, 129 ff. 

’ Loening, op. cit., ii, 130. 
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after King Theudebert’s conquest of Northern Italy and Pannonia, it was extended 
to include bishoprics which had hitherto belonged to Aquileia (Aguntum Tibumia 
Virunum).! The extensions of the state boundary thus caused an extension of the 
ecclesiastical sees, which disappeared again as soon as these conquests were lost 
Thus Chur was lost from the metropolitan see with Milan.a The same tendency 
to form a national Church may be noticed when a new Frankish bishopric was 
founded in Maurienne at the end of the sixth century, when the alpine districts 
were handed over by the Lombards to King Guntchram and were detached from 
the diocese of Turin ®; and again, when the bishoprics of Uzes and Toulouse 
were detached from the see of Narbonne and handed over to that of Arles.^ 

These changes show that the decisive factor in the formation of a national 
Church was not membership of a particular nation or tribe, but the growth in the 
political power of the Frankish state. The Frankish national Church was not 
national in the “ folk ” sense, and therefore the term “ national councils ” ® is not 
an adequate expression for the assemblies of the bishops of the whole state. These 
were state councils, as compared with the provincial synods in each subdivision of 
the kingdom «; and these state synods represented the Frankish national Church. 
They ought not to be described merely as “ a result of the Franks’ strongly 
developed political particularism ’’ J Possibly the process was also influenced 
by the ecclesiastical contrast with the neighbouring states, which were all Aryan, a 
contrast which Clovis would make it his business to intensify, in accordance with 
the general tenour of his internal policy.^ This would explain why the Frankish 
kings could, without opposition from the hierarchy, treat their kingdom as one 
ecclesiastical body, even though it was not so in fact. 

The Frankish kings summoned these councils and definitely influenced their 
work. Schubert thinks that this was an after-effect of Aryanism, but various 
argumen^ have been raised against this view. First, where one would expect to 
find this influence the synods were summoned not by the king, but by the metro¬ 
politan bishop in the Burgundian kingdom.^ Moreover, the extent to which the 
Frankish king exercised this privilege has been exaggerated. "SVe know that the 
first Council of Orleans (yri) was called by Clovis who suggested the subjects 
for discussion, and later decrees also mention that the king had summoned the 
councils. But does this really show that these councils could assemble only at the 
kings command.^ Decrees do also exist in which the royal summons is not 
expressly mentioned. _ The command of King Sigibert HI (c. 644), that in fumre no 
council should meet in Ms kingdom without his consent,^® shows that such cases 
must often have occurred previously.^^ 

This reading of the situation is also supported by the fact that the royal 
assent was not essential for the validity of the councifs decrees.^^ if state councils 
could be summoned only by the king and if he always prescribed their work/^ we 

J* “Die ecdesia Augustana i. d. Sclireihen 

tSSr ■’ 

® C£ Lo«img, ii, m £ 

® Ibid., 119 £, and Hauck, KG.y 154 412=14 157 428. 
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should expect that deliberations so strongly influenced by the state would have 
needed its assent. Moreover, tliere is in this no real deviation from die Roman 
point of view ^ for in Roman times only the decrees of the .cecumenical councils 
were confirmed by the emperors, thus becoming law^s of the state. There is no 
question of any confirmation in the case of other councils,^ Here, again, an 
important difference bemeen Frankish and Visigothic conditions is apparent, for 
in the latter case all decrees of the councils, even the purely ecclesiastical ones, 
needed the royal assent.® 

Clovis, and the Merovingian kings after him, continued the old practice of the 
Roman period, whereby the Church managed her own internal affairs without 
being forced to seek the assent of the state. They could afford to do tills, because 
the bishops were more closely attached to the king and more subordinate to him 
than were the bishops in Spain.^ 

Clovis did not copy his system from a ready-made pattern, but carefully and 
wisely weighed the particular conditions of his people, who were mainly pro¬ 
vincials, and therefore preserv^ed Gallo-Romano arrangements as far as possible, 
adapting them to the new political needs. This is very clearly seen in the most 
significant feature of the Frankish Church, i.e. its isolation from the Roman 
Papac}v All relations with the latter did not, however, cease; on occasion Clovis 
showed his respect for the moral authority of the Pope of Rome.® The older theor}^, 
that immediately after his conversion the Pope effected direct alliance with him, 
is incorrect, as the letters of Anastasius II to Clovis ® have been proved to be 
spurious.^ They came into touch with one another, because tills was unavoidable 
at a time when the Frankish rule was spreading over Burgundy and Southern Gaul, 
w^hicli were closely allied to Rome.® Here also tlie conser\"ative principles of 
Frankish ecclesiastical and state policy were observ^ed ; the king did not disturb 
existing conditions (583), but recognized the Archbishop of Vienne as the Pope^s 
Vicar just as Clovis had previously recognized the Papal authority. But he allowed 
that Vicar as little actual influence over the Frankish Church as Clovis himself 
allowed the Pope. The fact that at times there was no Vicar, shows how little real 
power he had,^ and it is important to note that the Frankish episcopate seems to 
have completely approved of this state of affairs, or at least made no attempt 
to give any scope to the Papal influence- Although believem made pilgrimages to 
the graves of the apostles in Rome, and brought back relics, and although 
monasteries begged the Pope to grant them privileges, these came into effect only 
if the king gave them his support.^® Even such a \figorous and otherwise successful 
Pope as Gregory the Great could not alter this fact. Although he had good reason 
for his efforts to abolish simony among the Franks, he was not in a position to 
remove the abuses ^; and his warnings to Queen Brunhild, with w^hom he 

^ L. V. Schubert., Gesck. d. chmtL Kirche im FruhmtteMter^ 162 (1917-1921). 

* C£ Loemng, .op. cit., ii, 154, note 3. 

® .Loening, op. cit.., ii, 155; dso .Hinsclims, KR.^ .Hi, 543- 

* Council of IvMcon (5S5). MG.y ConciL, i, 164. 

® C£ his letter to the FriiM.sh bishops whom he describes at the .end as d.oiiiiiii san-cti et apostoHcsi 
sede dignissimi papae’* (MG., Capit. i, i). 

® Jaffe-Wattenbach, Reg. Pantif. Rom., i. No. 74$. ^ 

^ Cf. J. Havet, Questions Ma:ovi.ngiennes,** ii, BUI de T&oh des Chartres, rivi, 205 .ff.., .esp.- 
258 L (1885) ; (Suvres, i, 69 S. (1891S). 
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apparendy tried to keep up a correspondence, had little practical result. If he 
wished to achieve anything, he could do it only through the king. But ve^ often 
he seems to have preached to deaf ears, or at least to have met with a very dilatorv 
response to his recommendations.^ ^ ^ 

This development of the Frankish Church has been described as “ freedom 
from Rome But it would be incorrect to explain it merely as the result of the 
strength of the monarchy, for this was definitely diminishing at the time and for 
other reasons besides the partition of the Hngdom.^ The complete cessation of 
intercourse between the Frankish Church and the Papacy exactly coincides with 
the famous Edict of Clothar 11 (614), i.e. with the great rise to power of the 
Frankish aristocracy. Aristocracy and episcopate were at that time allied by their 
common interests. These were chiefly economic, owing to the enormous increase 
of great seigneurial estates. But they were also political, for these great men were 
endeavouring to extend their power at the expense of the monarchy, which was 
again and again dependent on their support in the disintegrating quarrels for the 
throne, and was, therefore, forced to make political concessions to them. ClothaPs 
Edict was to some extent the complement of those events which we can already see 
clearly in the Treaty of Andelot (587).^ This treaty chiefly guaranteed the power of 
the bishops, though it also guaranteed that of the lay aristocracy. At that time 
there was a growing tendency for laymen to become bishops in the Frankish 
kingdom ; and we can see how much alike were their political aims. The Roman 
Papacy energetically opposed this simony and tried to induce the king to get rid 
of the prevalent laxity and confusion. The powerful Frankish aristocracy knew 
what to expect from Rome. Why should they desire a change in conditions which 
suited them so well It was obviously they who frustrated the Pope and prevented 
him from intervening in Frankish ecclesiastical affairs. It was certainly no accident 
that just at that time the Frankish Church ceased all intercourse with Rome. But 
Ais carmot be regarded as part of a great political programme planned by the 
Frankish monarchy and designed to break off systematically all relations with 
Rome ; rather, it was the outward expression of the internal condition of affairs, 
which the king was powerless to alter. 

The best proof that this was so may be seen in the change which took place 
during the eighth century. From the standpoint of canon law the Frankish 
Church was in process of dissolution at the beginning of that century, and it is 
not surprising that the Rome free ” Church could not prevent this “ decline 
It would have been much more surprising if it had. During the eighth century 
Rome once more got into touch wiA the Frankish Church. This important fact 
has often been attributed to the expansion of the Anglo-Saxon missionary move¬ 
ment; but it was certainly not the main reason. The Anglo-Saxon mission, which 
closely connected with Rome, was at work on the continent as early as the end 
ot the seventh century; and yet Rome had no perceptible influence among the 
rranks under Charles M Boniface, when he returned from Rome in 720 to 
devote himself to missionary work in Hessen and Thuringia, met with a very cool 
r^eption at the FranHsh courtA The Pope’s letters of recommendation had no 
etiect. Behind Charles there apparently stood the Frankish episcopate which 

^ various cases coUected by Hauck, KG., 427 ff. 

® Hauck, op. cit., 429. 
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watched the activities of Boniface with distrust^ However successful he might he 
in Middle Germany^ in Thuringia, Hessen, and East Franconia, lie gained no 
influence over the main Frankish Church. This is all the more significant because 
elsewhere in Bavaria the Papacy was very successful just then; in 716 Duke 
Theodo had already made contact with Rome. 

The great change came about after the death of Charles Martel (d. 741) when 
his son, Carleman, who had grown up in the monaster}’ of St. Denis, took upon 
himself the reform of the Frankish Church, This tvas begun by the first Gernian 
synod summoned by him in the absence of the Frankish episcopate.^ The period 
which closes with the reforming synods of the mayors of the palace, Carleman 
and Pippin (Soissons 744), w^as a time of significant developments in more ways 
than one. Hauck attributed the fact that Rome once more came into contact with 
the Frankish state to the work of Charles Martel’s sons, Carleman and Pippin.® 
But there w’ere deeper causes. This period (644-743) has lately been described as 
the time during w^hich the right of private church-owmership (Eigenkirckenreckt) 
gained complete ascendance among die Franks.^ Now’ the growing predominance 
of this system is undoubtedly connected w’ith the growiii of great manorial ” 
estates in the Frankish kingdom. Ecclesiastical and secular landowmers (as in 
the late Roman period) had acquired exemption from public authority (immumtas) 
for their estates.® Therefore the more political influence the aristocracy acquired 
at the expense of the monarchy during the civil w^ars at the end of tlie sixth centur}’, 
die more they strengthened their independence. In the Edict of Clothar (614), 
the Magna Carta lihertatum of the Frankish aristocracy, their important position 
w^as legally and formally recognized by the king.® These rights of immunity w^ere 
then developed in different w^^ays. First the seigneurial jurisdiction of Roman 
origin became merged in them. The Edict of Clothar II show’s clearly (c. 14) that 
the possessor of an immunity, like the old Roman assertor pacis^ was commissioned 
by the state to guard the peace.'^ This edict also recognizes the jurisdiction of 
the great ecclesiastical and secular landowners over their owm people, except in 
criminal cases (c. 15). 

As in the late Roman period of the fourth and fifth centuries, many less 
important freemen came under the patrocinium of the potentes and w^ere turned into 
dependent peasants on these territorial lordships,® so also the same thing happened 
now among the Franks and the Visigoths. Even though the legal status of the 
German territorial lordship differed in its orign from the peculiar t}’pe of juris¬ 
diction which survived from Roman times on the estates of certain churches and 
great territorial lords, nevertheless in both cases the admission into patrocinium 
(munty mundehurdtwri) had the s-ame effect ® ; it brought about a pemonal depen¬ 
dence of the protege on the protector wliich found expression in the representarion 
of the former by die latter before public justice. 

Now it is significant that at the very time at which the Framcish bishops in 
the seventh century s3mods were opposing the right of private church-o^wnership 


^ See Liudger’s Wita Gregorii ahhat. MG. SS.y xv, 70; and Pope Gregory H s letlsr of 
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they were also objecting to the fact that clergy were being admitted to the 
patronage of the great lay nobles i It should be noted, moreover, that in the decrees 
of the Council of Chalons this prohibition follows immediately on regulations 
directed against the private churches. The close connection of the tw^o movements 
IS thus obvious.2 The process can be maced even earlier. The Council of Eauze 
(Gascony) ® of 551 attacks the patrocinium of laymen, and refers to earlier decrees 
of Ae Councils of Orange and Arles (c. 442-506).^ The fact that it is the Church 
in Southern France which attacks this system as early as the middle of the fifth 
century is in keeping with the well-known and often-quoted statements of Bishoo 
Salvianus of Marseilles concerning the admission of small free peasants into the 
patTocinium of great territorial lords.® In that district the after-effects of late Roman 
conditions were especially strong. But the German patrocinium (mundeburl) 
led to the same result. What we have here is a fusion of Roman and German legal 
pnnciples, which have undergone a peculiar development owing to the Church 
iteelf The Council of Bordeaux actually uses the German term mundeburdo where 
the Counal of Chalons speaks o't patrocinium. Just as the Church united Roman 
and Germanic believers within herself, and was the representative of a continuous 
development from Roman times onwards, so here, too, she carried on the old 
tradition and adapted it to the new Germanic conditions. 

_ This is very clearly seen in that protective relationship which later became 
so important, and is known as the Vygtei. The inhabitants of districts under an 
imniunity were represented before public justice by agentes ecclesie or advocati 
or ckjensores. This is not a purely Germanic system, but occurs in the late Roman 
period. In the Visigothic territory, where Roman influences were especially 
strong, we find the term assertores used for the Vogte, The view that the Vogtei 
found until Carolingian times is incorrect ; it was universal 
in the Merovingian period.’ After the account given above of the growth of power 
among the lay nobility,® it can come as no surprise that great laymen, especially 
COTnts md royal ministeriales, should have represented die Church in this way. 

^ secured for them not merely an acmal influence over the churches 

which they protected, but also economic advantages. Thus it is comprehensible 
^ complaints of the occasional oppression 

TTiis, however, is only one aspect of the general results of patrocinium. The 
protector not only represented his protege but had the right of disposal of his 
land. Fven m the fourth century there were numerous villages {vied), which were 
under hie patrocimum of great lords, and were thus admitted into the circle of the 
great totonal lordships.^ If clergy entered into such a relationship, the lord on 
whose land a private church had been erected demanded control over this church 
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also, and over the pious gifts which fell to its lot. This meant that diey were 
withdrawn from the direct jurisdiction of their ecclesiastical superior, die bishop, 
and it can easily be understood why the Councils opposed the admission of die 
clerg}^ into the patrodmum of both king and nobilityd 

But the position appears most clearly in the earliest letters of protecdon 
granted by the first Carolingians. These combine royal protection with the 
monastic right of election,^ which made it possible for the monasteries to become 
independent of the bishops. This must not, however, be interpreted as indicating 
a movement against the bishops, for the right of free election of the abbot was 
intended as a protection against encroachments by die kings as well as the bishops.^ 
Nor is this all that can be said on the subject. The line of development should be 
considered. The elective privileges were first granted by the bishops; towards 
the middle of the seventh century they became more frequent.^ At that time most 
of the Frankish bishoprics fell into the hands of very wordly men, who were not 
interested in their dioceses and were notorious for their greed and violence.® 
Church property had been largely appropriated by lay nobles/ who had made 
use of the patwcmium to acquire it.*^ Thus there is a clear connection bet^’^een this 
behaviour on the part of the lay aristocracy and die monastic privileges, which were 
granted so frequently during the seventh, centuiy^ It has not been realized that 
among the formularies of that period are to be found documents emanating from 
the founders of private monasteries. It is highly significant that it should .have 
been necessary for monasteries of this sort to obtain a special guarantee for the 
security of their property and for freedom to elect their own abbot.® In close con¬ 
nection with this charter we find another which has the king’s assent. This was 
required because, on the death of a bishop, laymen often took over ecclesiastical 
control, and wasted the Church property on w^ordly aims.® Obviously after die 
death of the founder of a private monastery, his family might lay claim to the lands 
which had been given to the monastery from their alod, a frequent occurrence 
later, in Carolingian times.^® It must also be remembered that royal confirmation 
of monastic owmership of property was being more and m,ore frequently sought at 
this time, and often appears in the charters in close association with the privileges.^^ 
Thus it is plai,n that in the seventh century the lay aristocracy, v/hose political 
power was rapidly growing, made a vigorous attack on the vast accumulation of 
ecclesiastical property. It was the ministerium regis especially which enabled them 
to do so, and it is not to be wondered at that the great mayors of the palace (an 
office w^'hich is itself an example of this growth of die lay aristocracy) busied them¬ 
selves with the appropriation of Church property on a large scale. Ebroin and 
Charles Martel were especially active in this direction, and they were merely 
followting the example so successfully set by the lay powers during the previous 
century. 

^ C£, e.g., the Council of Paris, MG., ConciL, c. 5. 

* C£ Th. Sickel, Beitr. z. Diplomatik/’ iii, Sitr.^Ber., d. Wiener Akad.^ xlmi, 190. 

, 570. , * Op. cit., 568. 

® Ibid,, 566, and Hauck, 390 ff., ep. 4cx>. 

® C£ the decrees against it at the Council of Chalons (639-654), c. v, vl, MC., Condi, i, 

^ This is seen already in the attitude of the Fourth Council o.f Orleans (541) : c£ c. 25. 

® C£ Collect Flavirdac., No. 43, MG. FF., 480, taken from a document of 719. 

® Ibid,, 481, No, 44- 

C£ my J^rtsckaftsermdchlimg der Karolmgeridt, i®, 237. 

^11 Q£ Marcuif., i. No. 31, and esp. No. 35, MG. FF.,^62^ 65.^ For the Carolingian 

period see my Wirtsckaftsmtwicklang, i®, 238 £ . ” , 




282 EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 

Seen in this light, the secularization of ecclesiastical property in the ekhA 
century appears to be not so much the assertion by the state of a claim to use it fS 
public purpose s as a direct consequence of the previous economic and social 
development. When the control of the government fell into their hands the 
mayors of the palace, by virtue of the ministerial office, applied a private ’legal 
nght, the right of private church-ownership, to public affairs. This was offiv 
one aspect of the closely associated process, which was going on meanwhile in the 
Germanic states and which must now be discussed, namely the rise of feudalism 



Chapter IX 

THE RISE OF FEUDALISM 

N O branch of the history of European civilization so strikingly reveals the 
remarkable progress of modem scholarship as does die histot}* of feudalism. 
Indeed, during the nineteenth centu,ry feudalism for a considerable time became 
the study par excellence of legal and constitutional historians, since it was riglitiv 
seen to be of fundamental importance for the elucidation of medieval condition! 
After the great conflict between the earlier French theor}", which tended to regard 
it as a derivation from Roman conditions (the heneficia tmlkaria of Imperial times) ^ 
and the German theory, which sought its derivation in the “ foliovring ”,2 had 
to some extent died down, G. Waitz ® and P. Roth ^ wmrked out on the basis of 
the latter their important conclusions as to the essential nature of feudalism and 
the period of its growth. For some time after the publication of Brunner’s 
researches, which were based on their results, the question was considered to have 
been finally settled. His work on the Merovingian land grants proved tliat Waitz 
was right in considering that heneficia already existed at that time.^ In his equally 
famous second treatise Der Reiterdienst und die Anfdnge des Lekermmsem^ he made 
it dear that he considered that the chief cause of the fusion of two hitherto separate 
legal institutions, vassalztium and heneficium^ was the reorganization of the 
Frankish army necessitated by Charles Martel’s war against the Saracens. The 
Frankish leader obtained the heavy cavalry required by means of investitures, 
which gave a man the necessary economic qualification for this ser\dce by giving 
him the right to the fief—right which was limited to his person and to 
the duration of the service. 

Brunner s work made one great contribution to the subject by throwfing 
light on its legal aspects. It is easy to understand why it has been so well received 
up to the present day and has been copied by later writers, on the whole, without 
adverse criticism, as a final solution of this vexed problem. Even at the present 
time it has not been definitely rejected, though some objections to it have been 
raised. True, it must be pointed out to-day that one of the basic assumptions of 
this theory is completely incorrect, i.e. the supposed reorganization of the Frankish 
army under Charles Martel For Brunner’s main assumption, that up to then die 
German peoples, especially die Franks, had had no heavy^ cavalry^ and that their 
armies had chiefly consisted of infantry, is definitely wrong. A number of docu¬ 
ments prove that the German tribes, especially the Franks, had many and excellent 
horsemen in the first centuries A.D.’ It is only necessary to refer to Tacitus’ 
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rerQ3.rlc in Kis GcTfridtiia that the lord fret^uently made the gift of a war h 
(bellatorem equuni) to his comitatus for purposes of military equipment i 
sixth century the Franks not only had mounted soldiers but also a troop of hea 
ravalry, as is shown by Gregory of Tours’ account of the campaign in wS 
Thuringia was conquered (531),^ the campaign in Brittany in 530 ^ and oth^ 
smaller military enterprisesWhen Einhard praises Charlemagne for ridine so 
persistently, he points out that to such an extent has this practice been a national 
custom among the Franks that no other nation could compare with them = 

Moreover, Brunner paid far too little attention to earlier developments 
He passes quickly « over the wars with the Avars, which must have been frequent 
in the sixth century, describing them simply as invasions of the eastern frontier 
and short campaigns, and says that the Frankish leaders were able to bribe the 
invaders to withdraw peacefully by payments of money. But this leaves quite 
unexplained the expansionist policy of King Theudebert, who, in a well-known 
letter to the Emperor Justinian (534-547)," boasted that he had extended his 
kingdom to Pannonia. Shortly before this Thuringia was devasted by the Franks 
and we have already seen that they used mounted soldiers in this war. Moreover 
at this time and also under Clothar I (d. 561) the Franks fought and conquered 
the Saxons and Jutes, tribes from lower Germany who are known to have had 
plenty of horsemen.® It should also be noted that some sources which were 
considered to prove the preponderance of cavalry in Carolingian times,® because 
they showed that Charles the Great levied only or chiefly horsemen, really refer 
to the Frisians and to the north of France, where both then and earlier horse- 
breeding was extensively carried on.^® Nor, finally, must it be forgotten that the 
Alemanni, against whom the Franks under Clovis had so often to fight, were also 
famous as riders.^^ 

Thus, for several centuries before Charles Martel, and indeed from the earliest 
times, the motive which is believed to have led to the formation of cavalry was 
already present. It can, moreover, be shown in detail that Brunner’s second 
argument, that the Franks could wage war successfully against the Saracens only 
by means of a strong cavalry, is equally incorrect. Roloff challenged these arguV 
ments on general technical and historical grounds, supporting his own view with 
e^mples drawn from the ancient Greeks and the Swiss, whose successes in battle 
afford a striking proof of the fact that infantry are well able to hold their own 
against great troops of cavalry. Moreover, evidence to the same effect may be 
drawn from our historical sources themselves.^^ It has already been pointed out 
mat in Aquitaine there were a large number of horse-soldiers even under the 
Visigodis,!® and one source makes it clear that the neglect of their infantry was the 
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very reason why the Aquitanians could not conquer the Saracens in battle; they 
were so efFeminate that they avoided fighting on foot.^ It has also been pointed 
out that in Southern Gaul and Spain the army had been riding on horseback not 
only from the time of the Saracens, but from the earliest times, and they went on 
doing so later in Aquitaine as welL^ The soldiers in the south had been^on horse¬ 
back and usually in armour from Roman times, but it is unlikely tliat the northern 
soldiers would have been used regularly in the sporadic affrays with the Saracens.^ 
We must no longer exaggerate the importance of the battle of Poitiers; 
the most recent historical research rightly holds that ‘‘ to attribute to this victory 
the rescue of Christianity and of Christian German civilization in Europe is to 
overestimate its importance ’k The offensive powder of Islam in the West had 
already passed its zenitli. Civil wars among Mohommed’s follov^ers, involving 
tribal and religious controversies, hindered its further advance far more than any 
one battle could have done.^ 

Furthermore, Brunner’s positive evidence to show tliat the Frankish army 
was completely reorganized under Charles Marte! is not convincing. Against Ms 
argument that the armies of Charles the Great cannot have been mainly composed 
of foot soldiers, because the poor condition of the military roads would have 
greatly impeded the movement of large masses of infantr}" from one end of the 
kingdom to the other, it must be pointed out that tliere is no reason to believe that 
cavalry would have found the bad roads any easier than infantry. On the con¬ 
trary, there is no doubt that a foot-soldier w^as much better able to traverse v/oods, 
marshes, rivers, and narrow passes, and to clear away obstacles.^ The same reasons 
might have caused a reorganization of the army even under King Theudebert 
(534“-548), since he fought not only in Pannonia and Thuringia but also against 
the Saxons and Jutes.® Why should this great army reform have taken place for 
the first time in the eightli century.^ Brunner established the correctness of 
Waltz’s assumption that heneficia already existed under the Merovingians, and that 
at that time lands were already being distributed among vassals in return for special 
services. But he did not go on to draw the logical conclusion from Ms own 
observ’'ations5 because he clung to Roth’s theory that the reorganization of the 
army took place in the time of Charles Martel, merely adding to it the point about 
the Saracens. The whole discussion of this important problem still continued along 
the lines laid down by Roth. Bru,nner also thought that the cavalry-army of 
late Carolingian times had its origin primarily in vassalage. Actually the only 
thing one can say with certainty is that there was an expansion of feudalism in the 
eighth and ninth centuries, but each of the h3q}otheses by w 4 icli it is explained 
needs independent proof. First, did the Carolingian armies really consist mMnly 
of cavalry ? And, secondly, did the late Carolingian cavalry troops really consist 
mainly of vassals ^ 

These are questions wMch have recently been subjected to a detailed .examina¬ 
tion by experts. On the one hand, W. Erben thinks that Delbruck’s assumption 
that Carolingian soldiers “were mainly cavalry” is uncertain,,.and that it is 
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probable that most of them were infantry.^ The sources make it clear that the 
weapons which were generally required, tlie shield, the lance, and the bow and 
arrows, were such as even the poor peasant could provide.^ The capitularies of the 
beginning of the ninth century, moreover, definitely disprove the theorv of 
Brunner and Delbriick. These laws forbid a soldier to take only a club on a 
campaign and decree that everyone must have a bow. This makes it evident that 
free infantry had not entirely disappeared in the eighth century.^ Other docu¬ 
mentary evidence (adduced by H. Fehr) shows that the poorer peasants were 
constantly called up for military service, while the richer men stayed at home,^ 
We also learn that the levies of the time cannot have been “ composed mainly 
of vassals ”, Charles the Great certainly called up his free peasants, even in the 
later years of his reign,^ and the army referred to in the Carolingian capitularies 
is essentially a folk army,® A particularly interesting piece of evidence may also 
be mentioned, all the more significant because it belongs to the late Carolingian 
period. The Monk of St. Gall gives us a vivid description of the great army led by 
Charles over the Alps against the Lombard king. In one passage he definitely 
calls it exercitus popularium de latissimo imperio congregatum^ and when he 
speaks of its rich armour, he makes it clear that the horsemen were in the minority.’ 

Thus both bases of Brunner's theory are incorrect. Moreover, it must be 
emphasized that levies of vassals occurred long before Carolingian times, and must 
have been frequent even in the second half of the sixth century. The Edict of 
Clothar (641) leaves no doubt that in the civil wars which ended with the death of 
Brunhild (613), the decisive part was played by the vassals.® Troops of this type 
are not mentioned for the first time in sources of the mid-seventh century ,* both 
a priori reasons and also the Edict of Paris (614) would lead us to believe that tliey 
existed long before that.® As a matter of fact we may conclude that there were 
large numbers of them, even after the well-known treaty of Andelot (587).^® 

^ Delbriick holds that at Tours and Poitiers the battle was won by vassal 
armies.^^ Therefore the Arab wars were not the main cause of that reform of the 
army which was thought by Brunner to be the origin of feudalism. When the 
Carolingians built up dieir power by means of their following ", they were 
acting in just the same way as the other Frankish nobles in Merovingian times, 
who gathered armed bands of warriors round them at a time when the royal power 
was declining and the state in confusion.^^ 

The origin of feudalism really goes back very much farther; and recent 
research has thrown much light on this subject. We know to-day that even in late 
Roman times there were private mounted soldiers, the so-called hucellariid^ They 
were personally bound to their lord by an oath of fealty, and were supported. 
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equipped, and provided with horses by him.^ They also received land from him 
(fundi militaresY They were freemen who entered into an agreement to hire 
their services and had tlie right to give notice. They are of Roman and not German 
origin,® like the following, which is not exclusively Teutonic, but is found among 
other peoples.^ Thus we have here a very old development, which is apparent 
even in pre-Roman times, and persists in the patrocinium of the late Roman period, 
as also in the German or old Teutonic right of maintaining a following. We know 
the great importance which it had in the military undertakings of the German 
peoples even in the time of Tacitus.^ Special attention may be drawn to the 
emphasis which he places in his military descriptions on the clientes of the German 
army-leaders.® It has recently been shown ^ that parallel to the hucellarii of the 
late Roman period, there were the pueri (private soldiers) of the Franks, the 
gasindi of the Lombards, the thegns (cf. Gr. rix^ov) of the Anglo-Saxons, and 
the vassi of the Celts. These were all freemen who had placed themselves under 
the protection (patrocinium^ obsequiurri) of a lord and were maintained by him in 
return for services, and especially military services. 

Since the publication of H. Brunner’s works, there can be no serious doubt 
as to the historical connection between vassalage and following ®; but their 
parallelism with the late Roman patrocinium must not be overlooked. It certainly 
exerted a great influence in the West and South. It would appear especially signi¬ 
ficant that among the Visigoths, where Roman influence is known to have been 
strong, the hucellarius is ranked beside the man who in patrocinio constitutus 
est.^ 

In Frankish times the establishment of a relation of vassalage was based on 
commendation. Commendare was the late Roman term for entering into a man’s 
patrocinium,^^ There was, in fact, no difference between the early medieval German 
and the late Roman development. Handshaking on the occasion of entering into a 
protective relationship became customary at that time and was never thereafter 
omitted. There are many pictorial representations on Roman coins where the 
handshake is a pledge of fealty.^^ Among these there exists one of the age of 
Antoninus Pius (138-160) which shows him pledging a king of the ( 2 .uadi to 
allegiance in this way.^^ Moreover, commendation appeared among both Visigoths 
and Lombards.^® Futhermore, the inability to revoke the connection, which was 
entirely alien to the German following, is not a characteristic of vassalage either. 
This is seen in the description mentioned above of the position of the hucellarius,, 
and is also proved for Carolingian times by Southern Frankish documents.^^ 
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With the help of these conclusions we are now in a position to challenge the 
main thesis that the feudal fief arose from the fusion of two originally separate 
legal institutions, vassalitium and heneficium.^ On the contrary, these were never 
separate anywhere or at any time in history. For whether vassalage be explained 
as a continuation of the German institution of the following,^ or of the Gallo- 
Roman institution of the client,^ in neither case was the relationship one which 
involved a purely personal loyalty with no material basis; it was closely dependent 
on the economic maintenance and equipment of the vassal—the German follower 
was equipped by his lord and the Roman client by his patron.^ In point of 
fact, no sound explanation or documentary evidence has ever been produced 
to justify the assumption of a separate development of those two principles in 
pre-Carolingian times. Let us make no mistake. The separation was a theory 
invented to satisfy a juristic interpretation of the legal conditions of the period 
rather than an actual fact. There can be no doubt that these two legal institutions 
were directly connected long before Carolingian times.^ 

We know to-day that the great estates did not appear for the first time in 
the Carolingian era, but existed among the German peoples long before.® They 
were especially numerous among the Franks in the sixth century, owing to 
the partition of the kingdom among Clovis’ successors and to the civil wars of 
the second half of the century, which made the kings more and more dependent 
on the support of the nobles, to whom they therefore gave rich gifts of land. 
It was then that the feudal system developed, not out of the fusion of two hitherto 
separate legal institutions, vassalitium and leneficium^ but out of the increasing 
practice of making large temporary gifts of land to vassals, similar to those 
characteristic of the Romano-Celtic patrocinium and the ancient German following. 
Not only had the aristocracy the lands for this purpose at their disposal, but they 
were politically stronger, and both secular and ecclesiastical nobles had special 
reasons for developing the system. In the civil wars of the time, and during the 
decline of the royal power, the man who had great military resources could 
accomplish most; he was the most favoured by the king and had the greatest 
political power. In the civil wars of the second half of the sixth century the vassals 
were the decisive factor.*^ 

These organizations were not, as P. Roth thought, purposely and system¬ 
atically called into being by the state, or the representatives of state authority, in 
order to realize definite political aims, such as the reform of the army. The intro¬ 
duction of senioritas and the consequent maintenance of the old army-system was 
not a device by the monarchy to make sure, from a military point of view, of the 
free owners, lay and ecclesiastical, of districts held under an immunitas^ who were 
using their immumty as an excuse to avoid military service.® Senioritas was not an 
innovation introduced with set purpose at a given time by Charles Martel, any 
more than was the personal military service of the higher clergy, which Roth 
believed to have been introduced by the state for the same reason at the beginning 
of the eighth century.® On the contrary, the development and increase of vassalage 
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was not effected by a delibemte encouragement of senioritas by the state authority, 
but coincided with the decline of the latter. Indeed, it is a symptom of that decline. 
The more powerful the lay aristocracy became during the sixth century, in tlie time 
of struggles^for the throne and civil wars, and the greater their economic strength, 
the more often the small freemen (as in late Roman times) were obliged to seek 
the ^protection {patrocinium) of the potentes ; tlie nobles were thus in a better 
position to give fiefs of land to large numbers of vassals and so to achieve their 
political aims.^ In that period tlie right of immunity enjoyed by these potentes 
seems^to be complete, as is shown as early as 614 by Clotharis Edict.^ The first 
Carolingians, the mayors of the palace, Ebroin and especially Charles Martel, 
tried to limit and resist this great power of the aristocracy.^ King Pippin and 
Charles the Great, after strengtliening the royal power, attempted to bring the 
senioritas again into dependence on themselves and to subject it to state auth,ority.^ 

The Carolingians were not trying to tighten tlie bond of vassalage, but were 
attacking the apparently frequent reduction of vassals to serfdom by their lords, 
who also deprived them of their hereditary lands/ an interpretation T%Kich is 
borne out by what we know^ otherwise of the social policy of these first Caroling¬ 
ians.® If they had simply supported senioritas^ they would have achieved the 
reverse of what Roth and Brunner considered to be their milltaty interests. For 
when the vassals lost dieir freedom, they no longer had any direct obligation to 
perform military sendee, as the state lost direct control over them. Charles 
merely vdshed to prevent the dangers which might tiireaten die state from 
vassalage or from senioritas,^ 

By their efforts to avoid these dangers, the early Carolingians, from Charles 
Martel to Charles the Great, managed to check the process of feudalization for a 
short time, but not to stop it. From the beginning of the ninth century* political 
developments were again advantageous to the feudal lords. The partitions after 
the dearil of Charles the Great, the decline of royal power under Lewis the Pious, 
the menace to the state from Northmen and Saracens, and, finally, die constant 
civil wars which led, as in the second half of the sixth centur}.^, to the formation 
of political parties in the sub-divisions of the kingdom, obliged the kings to 
grant their supporters not only royal lands but also royal privileges, in order to 
secure their services. Public rights fell more and more into the hands of the 
private aristocracy; and the continual grow^di of their political influence, toge'dier 
with the complete collapse of the central authority, led at last, at the end of the 
Carolingian period, to the phenomenon which we rail the feudalization of the 
state.® 

Closely connected with the theory of the external causes of feudalism, diere 
is another theory concerning the rise of the system of hermfiem. Here also earlier 
precedents and points of departure were evident, viz. the ecclesiastical precarm 
and the Merovingian gifts of land, which w^ere inalienable and were limited as 
regards the right of inheritance.® But it was assumed that the appearance of genuine 
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beneficia, like the change in the army-system, belonged to the time of Cha 1 
Martel and his sons. The most recent research connects it closely with the measw^ 
by which the Amolfing mayors of the palace seized a large quantity of Church 
property for military purposes and secularized it. Since, according to canon law 
the appropriation of Church property was illegal and only its usufruct could he 
transferred, it is thought that the Church lands were given by these first Carolina! 
ians in the form of a ius in re aliena, a fief, after the model of the ecclesiastiol 
pTecaria, instead of the Merovingian limited ownership. Scholars had already 
noticed that from time to time under the Merovingians Church property was 
appropriated. But this was looked upon as a sporadic occurrence, compared 
with which the measures of the Amolfing mayors of the palace seemed a com¬ 
prehensive political scheme.^ The only way by which these mayors could cope 
with the necessity of finding an effective cavalry to fight the Saracens was by grant¬ 
ing fiefs on a grand scale, and since the exhausted royal lands were not sufficient 
for the purpose, they relied on Church property, which was indeed, originally 
for the most part crown-land.* 

The whole problem must now be dealt with quite differently. If vassallage 
did not develop first under Charles Martel in consequence of the Saracen 
his gifts of Church lands take on quite a new aspect. It is no longer necessary 
to envisage a sudden, deliberate change, and the fact that even under the Mero¬ 
vingians Church property was encroached upon now becomes of more importance. 
On closer examination, these encroachments seem to be of exacdy the same 
character as those of the mayors of the palace and the first Carolingians. Neither 
is more or less “ partial ” or “ occasional ” than the other, for even Charles 
Martel did not undertake a formal secularization.* 

Brunner himself had to admit that in the seventh century we find a precedent 
for the later precariae verbo regis, i.e. gifts of land from Church property at the 
king’s command.^ In reality, however, these date from a much earlier period, 
and were by no means infrequent even then.® Hauck observed with considerable 
subtlety that a passage hitherto little noticed in the decrees of the Council of 
Paris (556—573) contained a reference to precariae verbo regis.^ The plunder of 
Church property is being attacked, and the expression improba subreptio is 
used. But this would be correct only if the Church were being actually robbed, 
under the appearance of not being so. This was the case in the so-called precariae 
verbo regis. Hauck’s suggestion becomes a certainty if we take the context into 
consideration ; for the pretext under which this improba subreptio occurred 
IS quite clearly and expressly connected with the king’s liberality,'^ and the 
rapression used (largitas') does not merely describe the gracious gift of the king, 
but is actually the technical term for royal beneficia? Moreover, a second word 
is employed which was the technical term used to denote the applicants for such 
precariae at that period (competitoribus)b 
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Thus/?remrf£22 verho regis and benefida. given bv ti:e kin^z from Chn^c: 
are proved to have existed in the middie of tiie sixth cento deed, a cani- 
same council proves that they were customary even in Ciovis’ L ^ 7 - 

noted that the technical terms used here are'simhar_ comrcdcsc 7 : :iTd 

ibus^ and the similarity in form shows a simi.aritv of meanL.z,'" An ohJr zi 
tile Council oi Paris (55^“)73)? concerning the aophcation fcr a rcvL 
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uses the w^ord itself.^ We can see that 


what the bishoos esoec 


so much die royal gift: of Church property as die riglit of irdieritancri: 
of the beneficiauisd "" 

Moreover^ it is most significant that in speaking of these lost Ciur 
bishops make use of the terminology^ of money-lendinc; dcs crsJdcc n: 
and look upon it as their duty not merelv'to 


: icncs tile 


xeeo 


believers had bequeathed their last gifts to" die Church, but to prctecr’die land 
itself and prevent it from being permanently lost.® Church 01 


lership was not to 
It of die propemn 
(sixth 


cease ; only usufruct during life was to be granted to the reci^_._ 

In this connection it is important to note that even in die Reman period 
century) bemfidum meant “ pay” or ‘‘maintenance”, and indicated a provision 
for life onlyJ 

Charles Martel was, therefore, merely cariyfing on a right which iiad been in 
use before, and it is not true diat in his time die appropriation of ecclesiastical 
property reached such a pitch that it reduced the wealth of die Church. Again and 
again during the sLxdi and sevendi centuries the Frankish Cliurdi synods attacked 
this practice; we see this already at Clermont (535).® The vcording of these 
decrees scarcely leaves room for doubt that the pTecadae verbo TBgis must have 
been very extensive even at that time.^ Beside HaucUs references, mention may 
be made of a canon of the Council of Macon (5S5), which may not be very explicit 
in itself, but on which a clearer light is shed by the similar wording used in a 
clearer context in the decrees of the Synod of Paris (556-573) mendoned aboveA® 
Even then the espiscopate realized diat this procedure was^ dangerous, and, insisted 
on the return of the lands thus lost. 

Let us make no mistake. Charles Martel certainly must have distributed 
precariae verbo regis to no small extent. The fact that opposition to this pmctice 
was particularly violent during his son’s reign and that some of this Church 
property was actually given back, is due to quite different circunistances. It must 
not be forgotten that such restitutions could not have taken place during the 
previous period of decay., and confusion in tlie Frankish Cliurcli, omng to the 


^ Cf- Germ., edit., ii®, 315, Note 1.13. 

* C.£ op. ciL, 143. 

^ “ Conpetire must be regarded as a tedinical term of that time uiiich denotes a claiming of 
Church property though not a direct seizure by force. Cf. ibid., c- ii; cf. also tiie Council of Tours, 
567, c. XXV; op. dt., 134—also ibid., 129, 17. 

■* c. vi, op. cit,, ; “ut nullus res aiienas conpetire a .r^is audeat potestate, Nuilus 
viduam neque filiam alterius extra volimtatem parentum aut rapere praesumat aut regis benefido «tiniar 
postulandum.’* 

® Cf. c. i of the Coundi of P.aris. (556-573). 

® Ibid. 

E. Mayer, ^<Die Entstehung der Vassaiitit u. des Lehenwesens.** F&tgaie f. R.So&m (1914X 53. 

® MG.y Capin i, 67, c. v. 

* Cf. the argum,ent based on the passage quoted from the first canon of die Council of Paris, 

MG., ConciL, 1, 142, in' Germ, edit., ii®, 316, note 117. , 

c. xiv, MG., Concii., i, 170. Also ^c£. Farm. M&rculf., i, No. 40. MG. FF,, 6S & 
mstro iatere. 
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great personal power of Charles Martel. The later Church reform, as we hav. 
seen,i bore its most important fruit under “ the Hammer’s” pious sons Th! 
appropriated Church lands were to some extent given back at this time beca,..! 
Aat was one of the necessary preliminaries to reform. The description of 00^ 
ditions in the Frankish Church, given by Boniface, the head of the reform narw 
a year after Charles Martel’s death,^ makes this unmistakably evident. Moreover 
it is known that Boniface personally insisted on the restoration of ecclesiasnV^I 
property.^ 

It is^ essential to point out, however, that such restitutions had alreadv 
occurred in the sixth and seventh centuries. The decrees of the councils of the 
time expressly say so.^ They probably decreased in number because no more 
synods were held owing to the decay of the Frankish Church from the second half 
of the seventh century onwards. It is not true that Church lands were almost entirelv 
in the hands of the laity in Charles Martel’s time, and that Carleman promised 
complete restitution. This view was based for the most part on the words of 
later Church reformers, especially on those of Hincmar of Rheims, of wh om it 
has been said with truth that he laid on his colours even more thickly than Boniface 
himself.® 

We must, therefore, be more cautious and discerning in our judgment of 
Charles Martel s actions. Particularly fallacious is the idea that these appropria¬ 
tions took place erratically and capriciously, and were in fact often nothing but 
a robbery of the Church.” ® The stridency of later Church reformers should not 
exert too powerful an influence upon our view. The sources on which such 
opinions are based are definitely later in date and entirely onesided.^ Modern 
scholars hold that after a period of arbitrary plunder, a regular procedure was 
introduced under Pippin, ^ Church property being systematically surveyed 
{d^cri^io) and on that basis divided (divisio)^ one part being returned to the 
Church ^d the other taken for state, and especially for military, purposes. Let us 
proc^d from the terminology: both the expressions, descriptio and divisio^ used 
m official documents of the early Carolingian period, are technical terms of 
deiimte legal significance. The former is the term for official enrolment for the 
purpose of public taxation, and occurs constantly in Merovingian documents ^; 
ffie latter means not merely a division,® or a favour bestowed on Church property 

1 ^ssumed owing to the fact that it was retained under the sons of 

Charles Mmel),^® but a sharing in conjunction with an appropriation of Church 
land. It is better not to call it secularization, as the ownership of the Church is 
not abolished but should be preserved. It is quite wrong to assume that the so- 
^ied dzmm was a Carolingian innovation, not occurring before the time of 
Charles Martel. This idea is chiefly based on later sources (especially Hincmar) 


^ See above, 278 £ 

^ Gf. Hauck, 415. 

! Roth, Feudalitdt u. Untertamnverhand^ 117. 

See (^ons i 2 of the Council of Paris and cf. Waitz, VG,, ii, 2^, 332. 

^ See Hauck, KG,, 415, note 2. 

Stutz, Gesch. d. Kirckl. Ken&ji^. i, 182. 

8 327, explained this correctly. 

® C£ Roth, 85 f£ ^ 

w desfrank. Kirchmgutes., Excurs. iii, 103 if. 

Waltz, KG., 111% 38, note i. ® 

133 ff Beneji:^, Wes., 335, and Feudalitdt, 105, and Poschl, Bischofsgut u. Mensa Episcopalis, 
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which knew nothing of the events of the sixth cenrar}-.*- It is even less correct to 
speak of the divisio as a separate procedure introduced at a definite 
or 751.2 Waitz pointed out that approcriations cn a arand scale can ‘ - 

have taken place in the reigns of Gothar I (d. 561) and Dag 
Ae_later account given in the Miracida S. M^wd 'Z 

indicate a descriptio and divisio for miiitarv purposes in Dac:cber:’r*::n:e*® a-d 
which Roth doubted, is in fact borne'out bv the cc?e™" 

01 r redegarius.^ 

Moreover, the decrees of the sixth centurv councils, mentioned above® 
show- clearly not only that the kings often approp'dated Cr.Zch prccertt' but that 
they then bestow-ed it upon their vassals. Even at that time Vr.e* Ch'urch was 
pressing for the restoration of these lands “ witiicut creiudice 'to 't'he''kin"~’s 
liberality and especially for the drawing up of charters ofso^that ner 
right of ow-nership might be preserv-ed for the future.'^ 

The technical terms dividere and divisio may also be found in the 
Frankish kingdom in the sixth century. Gregoty of Tours tells us that King 
Childebert remitted the taxes due from the Church and clergt- of Germoar and 
he remarks that it w-ou!d have been very diiBcuIt to collect these as the lands had 
been much “ apportioned ”.® The usual translation of “ divided ” or “ cut-up ” ® 
does not (^uite meet the case, because after a division ^for example, among heirs^ 
these lands would not have been completely exempt from taxadon.^^ But it was 
a different matter if they w-ere “ apportioned ”, i.e. allotted to royal v-assais by 
means of a royal divisio?-^ There is a still earlier instance in a passage in the pastoral 
letter of the bishops of die province of Tours to their people in 567. The believers 
are exhorted to give their tithes, and this is follow'ed by the demand that everyone 
should give also the tithp of his slaves, quia dichu/in ilia infirmhate ad 'divi- 
sionem nescio quam venire personas^ quasi novem auferat^ decimam ut relinquat. 
The whole passage shows that large appropriations must already have taken place. 
In the same year, and in the same city of Tours, a council was assembled which 
protested vehemently against such appropriations of Church lands by the laiw.“ 
The dades quae imminet referred to in the subsequent pastoral letter probably 
imply a divisio^ because a loss of property is distinctly included. In the decree 
of the contemporary Council of Tours, in which the '^initers of this pastoral 
letter themselves took part, the hope is expressed at the beginning that the fiir\' 
of the kings against one another might not be harmful to ecclesiastical affaim. 
It was at this very time that the civil w^ars due to the quarrels of Chilperic 
and Sigibert, and the royal seizure of Church lands were starting. Ciothar I 
died in 561. The Council of Paris ( 5 ^ 5 ^^ 573 ) shows that precariae verho regh 


' mu Benefii.-W’'es., 327 ff., and Beugnot, “ Sur la spoliation des biens da clerge attribu 

a Charles Martel!/* Mim. de Blnstkut, Academ, des Inscript, et Beil. Leares, £i, 360 ff, 

^ See Rothj op. cit., and also Brunner, op. cit., ii, 24S. 

® MG. SS. rer. Mewv.. iii, 572. 

" Fa, ii, 2^ 331 f. ■ 

® C£ 290 £ 

® C£ c. 3 of the Council of Paris (556-573), MG., Capit. i, 143. 

^ Ibid., Capit. i. 

® Hist. Franc., x, 7 j MG. SS. rer. Aierov., i, 414 : ac divisism muitis partitas tpsispassesskmAiis., 

* See Giesebrecht in Gesckicktssckreiiern d. tkutsck. For|'aV, 6 , Jahr,, part v. 

See the discussion of the Divisio de alode, on p. 274 above. 

' MG., ConciL i, 138. 

Ibid., 134 £, c. XXV (xxiv), xx\d (xxv). 
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must already have been distributed very extensively. In support of 1,- 
suggestion may be quoted another passage in the pastoral letter, in M 
made clear that men are encouraged to pay their tithes for the reason that thZ 
would thereby make the rest of their property safer.i If we add to this our know 
ledge of the later state regulations concerning tithes under the first CarolinviZ' 
the importance of the whole matter is clear. When part of the appropriated land 
^s restored to the Church, her tithes from the rest of it were also granted to hpr 
by the state. Amends were then made for the retention of the remaining part^ 

1 here is, therefore, a possibility that in the sixth cenmry also the kings mav 
have acted similarly when they appropriated this land. It is often assumed lat the 
duty of paying tithes, which was previously privately enjoined by the Church 
became a general law of the state under King Pippin. It has already been showil 
that the charter granted by Pippin to the bishopric of Utrecht in 753, confirming 
at the request of Boniface, the tithe already granted from the fiscal lands refers 
to previous charters, and secures privileges which had clearly been acquired 
in the time of Charles Martel,^ It may well be that in his time the payment of 
tithes was made compulsory by the state. The exaction of tithes played 
an important part in the reforms of Boniface.-* Charles Martel, in so far as he did 
help in these reforms,«_ probably did so in order to delay the restimtion of the 
appropriated lands. It is no coincidence that the earliest mention of the bestowal 
of tithes in a Frankish royal charter is in the case of Utrecht,® where the mission 
of Boniface first began; and in 722 Charles Martel made a grant to UtrechtJ 
This seems to bear out the Aeory that the introduction of tithes was especially 
furthered by Anglo-Saxon influence.® Boniface’s ecclesiastical reforms at the 
beginning of the eighth century in many respects continued those which had 
already been attained in tire sixth century. The fact that the tithes which were 
exacted in that century were not generally prevalent, and that little is heard of 
them in me seventh century, may be explained by the rapid rise of the lay aristo¬ 
cracy and the general decline of ecclesiastical discipline caused by them. 

To sum up, it may be said that the first Carolingians, from Charles Martel 
onwards, were anticipated by the sixth century kings not only in the appropriation 
ot Church property for state purposes, but also in the systematic and legal methods 
employed in putting this practice into effect {descriptio ac divisio) and in the 
restoration of part of this land at the demand of the Church, together with com- 
pensatton in the form of a state recognition of the payment of tithes. For in 
accordance with the account given above of the relation of the Frankish kings to 
e bishops and their councils,® it can hardly be supposed that the pastoral letter 
° 7 3tid the decrees of the Council of Mhcon in 585, which order the payment 

ot tithes from all products under pain of excommunication,*® could have come 
into existence without the king’s knowledge or consent.** 

I * 37 - 

^ Roth, GescJt. d. Benefii^-Wes., 366. 

See my JVirtschaftsentwicklung d&r Karolingerieity 23 note 6. 

* 4 (753)* 

g Bohmer-Muhl^dier, Reg, Imp,^ note 34. 
gut 

® See above, 276. 

II Capit. i, 167. 
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Attempts have recently been made to seek more ancient roots for the so-called 
divisio of Frankish ecclesiastical property and it has been associated with Southern 
Gallic or Spanish legal forms. It is argued that in these areas the Church was not 
freed from the duty of receiving billeted soldiers, so that it was merely a question of 
resuming once again the method of maintaining troops which prevailed in the south 
of Gaul At the same time attention is drawn to the oft-quoted measures of King 
Clothar I in the sixth century,^ by which he demanded from the Church a third 
of the income and not the land itself.^ The purpose of this appropriation of land 
and its bestowal was never convincingly explained by Brunner, who did not 
succeed in proving that Charles Martel really intended to increase his cavalry 
by this so-called secularization ; the sources merely tell us that the army profited 
by it.^ He was obliged to admit that the benefidum as such did not bind a man to 
cavalry service ^; there were vassals who were not obliged to perform militaiy^ 
service, and others who were foot-soldiers. Indeed, it is not true that the benefidum 
involved the possession of land with compulsory military service,^ as recent 
research has shown.® Benefidum and vassalage were not identical. Tliere were 
numerous benefida whose recipients w^ere not vassals.^ Many proofs of this have 
already been quoted,® but another (particularly important b}^ reason of its early 
date) may be added : the first Council of Orleans (511) decreed that the clergy 
should not apply to the king for benefida without their bishop's permission.^ 
The circle of beneficiaries was greater than that of the vassals, and tlie latter was 
comprised within the former. It does not seem credible that, vice versa, there 
should have been vassals who had no benefidum^ as has sometimes been suggested..^® 
It has been shown that these two legal institutions were bound togetlier long 
before the time of Charles Martel.^^ Imperial benefida^ known to have existed 
since Roman times, may to some extent be considered as precursors of those of 
the Frankish kings,^^ The passages quoted earlier concerning the occurrence of the 
so-called precariae verho regis in the sixth century, prove that a similar process 
took place under the Merovingians. 

Brunner draws a distinction between the two types of Merovingian land- 
grants, the one bestowing unlimited hereditary ownership and the other ownership 
for the duration of personal service, and explains that the main problem of the 
origin of Frankish feudalism hinges on the appearance of grants giving limited 
rights of disposal, which make it possible to connect up the development of 
Carolingian benefida with a legal institution already in existence under the Mero¬ 
vingians.^® If we insist that grants of land which, owing to some relationship of 
service, were given to the royal following or to officials, may in cases of doubt not 
have been regarded as hereditary, but may have been limited to the lifetime of 

^ Gregory of Tours, Hhtor, Framos,, iv, 2. 

® E, Mayer, “Die Entstehung d. Vasailitat u. d. Lehenwesens.,** FesigaBef. R. Sohn., 1914, 54, 

® RoiofF, IBergs Jk, ix, 390- £ (1902). 

* Zmtschr, f. RG,^ viii, 37. 

® C£ Roth, 435. 

® G. Seeliger, Die so^kde «. polk. Bedeutung Grundherreckaft £ fruheren 44. 

^ Seeiiger, op. dt., 30 ff. 

® See RoA, op. dt., 429, 435. 

® c. vii, MG.j Condi., i, 4. 

Brunner, i?G., ii, 2.66, .and Delb.nick, op. cit., ii®, 461 £ 

See above, 287 £ 

' Brunner, RG., i,i, 246, C£ the documentary proofs i,n Thesaurus, Ung. Lat.^ 2, 1886, C. 
and in v. Voltefini, op, ciu, 279 ff. 

Beriimr Ski.-Ber., 1S85, 1197. 
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the recipient and subject for tlieir continuance on the condition that the serva 
should not leave the service of the giver without the latter’s consent then it 
probable, from this close connection and from the lack of definite evidence t 
the contrary, that hemficium and vassalitium were closely connected before th^ 
Carolingian period, even if Brunner’s theory of their origin be correct. 

We now come to the important question, what measure of influence did 

• ! ^ declared that ouite 

independendy of German legal conceptions, the custom arose in the Church of 
granting eccleskstical property to clergy or laity in usufruct. Some scholars 
thought that this was a form of compensation for maintenance, which otherwise 
had to be supplied by the bishop.^ Then a number of others,^ advanced tlie thesis 
that the ecclesiastical heneficia arose out of the precaria granted from the sixth 
century onwards by the bishops to clergy and later to laity. Here there was a fief 
granted merely in usufruct, not only by reason of its namre. Church property 
being inalienable, but also because the clergy were mostly unmarried and a naturd 
term was therefore set to the usufruct. Since the Church and its members lived 
according to Roman law even in the Frankish kingdom, there arose in connection 
wi* die pTecarium the precarium-M, embodying as its main feature the 

possibility of revocation, and thus protecting the interests of the ecclesiastical 
landowners. The precatoria (in Italy libellus), after which the grant of the fief 
followed, had to be renewed every five years To secure her right of ownership 
the Church demanded from the beginning that die secular prescriptio should not 
affect her. This demand, made in France as early as the first Council of Orleans 
(5It).and repeated again and again, was acceded to in all essentials by the con- 
stitutio oi Clothar 11 (614). In Italy precaria were granted only for twenty-nine 
years, in order to avoid the disadvantageous consequences of the Roman pre- 
scriptive periodj which was thirty years. 

Lately, this view has been challenged from many angles and new arguments 
have been raised.® On the one hand, Ulrich Stutz denies that the clerical precaria 
ad any direct influence on the ecclesiastical beneficium, and suggests that the latter 
more probably arose out of the Eigenkirchenrecht,^ or right of maintaining a 
prwate church. This covered both the Church and its property and therefore the 
het also ransisted of the Church and its property; and as the private lordship 
over the Church comprised the conduct of its spiritual affairs, the fief included the 
duty and right of carrying on the Church which had been handed over.® Important 
students of ecclesiastical law have opposed this view for a number of weighty 
reasons.^ No economic historian can fail to observe that the essential hypotheses 
upon which the theory stands or falls cannot in fact be justified. Stutz thinlrc 
at own to the time of Charles Martel the bishop granted his clergy stipendia 
only, but not the beneficium, which would have afforded a quite different pro¬ 
tection m aw, since the praebenda, on account of the objective and subjective 
perpetuity which they embodied, could neither be separated from the office nor 


^ 433. 

^ Loeningj op. dt., ii, <Sc>6 ff. 

> a. Brunnen iJG., 11, 250; Schroder, DRG., vi«, 173. 

5^^ d SavignyStiftwig f. RG., xx, 213 ff., esp. 223. 
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taken from the office holder except by process of law; thus he argues tliat diocesan 
property came down to Carolingian times undiminished, except fay such losses as 
were brought upon it by secularizations and other similar regulations. There is 
no proof of this assertion and there can be noned Indeed die tendencv toward 
perpetuity in clerical precarza appears long before the Carolingian period, and as 
early as the Frankish kingdom of the sixth century. The omission to embody 
these grants in charters, an evil repeatedly combated by the Carolingians, was a 
serious disadvantage to the Church, because it led to a permanent loss of land, and 
it was obviously present among the Franks at the beginning of the sixth century, 
as the decrees of the Council of Epao (517) clearly show.^ 

But yet another of Stutz’s theories must also be called into question. He 
takes the view that there was no transition from tlie clerical precana to die original 
form of the Church beneficitim^ i.e. a fief which was not official propertv’ entailing 
official duties, but W’as connected with the Church itself, and had its own appur¬ 
tenances and income, in return for which the official duties w-^ere performed as 
services due from the fief. He considers that there was another origin for this, 
which could only be understood from the EigenkirckenrechL As a matter of fact, 
the earlier Church beneficia in the Frankish Idngdom coincides \erp closely with 
those which are supposed not to have been introduced until the time of Charles 
Martel. The Council of Epao (517) decreed that fiefs belonging to clergv who had 
gone to another bishopric and became bishops there w^ere to be given back. At the 
same time they are confirmed in their continued possession of those lands which 
they had bought themseh'es,^ and so it seems clear that die feudal propertv- v’as 
bound up with the office as such, i.e. with the actual performance of service. 
If we also take into consideration those decrees of the councils of die early sixth 
century, which declare that beneficia are not to be taken from the clerg}^ at tlie 
death of a bishop by his successor,^ we may conclude not only that clerical precarm 
were made in perpetuity, but that the retention of beneficia is based on ffie con¬ 
tinued performance of the office; there is no question here of a merely personal 
endowment of individual clergy. Connection wdth the office itself is wfiat counts. 
Finally, Stutz thought that the fief was essentially different from the eccles¬ 
iastical beneficiutriy in that die latter lacked the commendam and .therefore 'die main 
principle of vassalage.. But this cannot be so readily maintained.^ In the case of the 
lower clergy, to which Stutz turns for an understanding of ecclesiastical !av', there 
was no special need for any such commendation to the bishop, as they ivere in 
any case pledged to obedience and loyalty to him, as their spiritual guardian. Here, 
also, the earlier Church beneficia reveal features which are supposed to have 
developed only in the later fiefs of Charles .MarteFs reign. We see diis best 
from Canon 20 of the Council of Orleans (538). In this the condition of 
the enjoyment of an ecclesiastical beneficium is laid domm as obediemm et 
affectus to die bishop ; and the latter is entitled to withdraw it in case of 
inobedienua vel conttmacia.^ The negative corresponding to this positive 
condition shows what is meant by affectus. The opposite of insubordination 
(contumacia} is clearly not only obedience but goodwill and Ioyal.ty. The similaiity 

^ See Germ. ed.it.j ii®, 330. 

® MG,, CondLj i, 23, c. rviii, Cf. also the Council of Orleans (511), c. 23. .Ihid-s 7, 
concerning the suspension, of the legal consequences of the piascxiptio in favour of the churdi, 

' ® c. 1.4, MG., Concil., i, 22,. . 

^ Cf. Council of Orleans (538), c. xx: op. cit., 79. 

® Op. cit, 234. ® Op. cit, final .sentenoe. 
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of the terminology used in both cases deserves careful consideration In th 
Council’s decrees the Church.precaria are described as munificentiae (Orleans «g 
c. 20) or deecclesiae remuneratione (Epao, 517, c. 18); the king grants them accord ’ 
mg to the Marculf formulae ex munere largitatis (i. 13), and the possessor holds 
them ex munificenaa regum (i. 34). The usufruct, which is granted for life is called 
a heneficium (i, 13). Hence it would appear that precaria and beneficium are often 
used indiscriminately for the same thing.i Beneficium is the complement of 
precaria ; precaria is the plea of the feoffee, heneficium is the graciousness of the 
enfeoffing lord.® The same thing appears in the earliest ecclesiastical heneficia 
These are given by the grace {gratia) of the bishop for the obsequia of the receiver.® 
The very expression obsequium is now the technical term used in all commendations 
and relationships of vassalage.^ Thus it cannot really be said that there is a ffinda- 
mental difference here between ecclesiastical and royal heneficia. Moreover 
commendations of priests and clergy may be found, especially in Bavaria where 
they occur frequently in the Freising landgrants. The giving up of oneself (« 
tradidit ipsurri) does not there mean an enslavement, but a commendatio, a giving 
into the protection of a lord, in this case the Church of Freising.® ’ ^ 

L. M. Hartmann has tried to explain the origin of Frankish heneficia from 
another angle.® He defers to the older view, so far as to admit that there was 
some connection with preceding Roman conditions,’ but differs from it in one 
important point, viz. die conception of the relationship between the Frankish 
precaria and the Roman precarium. He thinks that they had “ only the name in 
common ” ®; and that the Roman institution was of very little importance in the 
late Roman Empire, while the precaria referred not to the legal content but to the 
form of the agreement, which might possibly be applied to various types of legal 
context.^ F. Schupfer has already sufficiently exposed Hartmann’s “fundamental 
error in considering that the precaria was not an actual contract.® Moreover, 
it is entirely wrong to assume that in late Roman times the precarium had as little 
importance as Hartmann tried to prove from the well-known passage in Paulus. 
Against this view we have a law of the Emperors Valentinian and Valens (363) 
which deals with the special difficulties in the relations of the territorial lords with 
their tenants under the precarium. No tenant might lay claim to ownership on the 
grounds of long possession, lest the lords should be forced either to lose the leased 
land, or to exclude useful tenants, or publicly to assert their property rights every 
year in order to preclude the right of prescription.^® This shows how extensively 
precarium must have been used, and at the same time makes it clear that it is 
erroneous to consider that rural labourers alone are concerned and that the holder 
of the precarium could not be a tenant in our sense of the word.^^ 
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Zulueta has observed from a study of the papyri that tlie precarium is often 
found in connection with the patronatus where freemen had placed themseli'es 
under the protection of great territorial lords.^ It may ha\*e been particularly 
desirable in such a case, because it originally involved no tribute or service, a 
circumstance which must have made the entrance into such a relationshii) much 
easier. Zulueta show^ed in connection with the Constitutio of 365 quoted abcve 
that at that time a tax {merces) had to be paid by the rogans to die rogatm? The 
content and general tendency of the Constitutio make its aims abundantiv clear; 
it sought to secure ownership and was plainly a recognition payment. The pay¬ 
ment of a tax is therefore not a later development, by which the Church sought to 
protect itself from alienation of its property.® The benefidum of the Carolingiaa 
period did not arise as a result of the lapse of earlier imperial and ecclesiastical 
measures, which placed limitations on the usufruct of Church property as a result 
of the encroachments of the new royal power on ecclesiastical lands; for the 
sources quoted above ^ clearly show^ that these ‘‘ encroachments ” were already 
taking place in Merovingian times, just as the henefidurrij which was supposed 
to appear for the first time under the Carolingians, was also in existence then. 
Moreover, it is not true that the protective regulations in fa%mur of the Church 
lapsed in the Carolingian period. This is proved by the obligation to provide 
precaria charters, w^hich was enforced by state authority,^ and by the prohibition 
of further bestowl after the death of the beneficiary.^ 

The observation that conditions of patronage often accompanied the 
precarium in late Roman times (fourth century) makes it possible to link it up with 
the early Frankish development. We have seen tliat even in the sixth century, 
clerics often placed themselves under the protection of the king and of powerful 
territorial lords {potentes). The Church, as is made evident again and again in 
Conciliar decrees of the time,® opposed this practice strongly. Loening con¬ 
cluded ® from this that the clerg}^ of the churches and chapels on the great estates 
were often inclined to enter into this closer relationship with tlie lord in order 
on the one hand to evade the bishop’s disciplinary powers, and on the other to 
obtain secular advantages from the lord. It must be added, however, that in 5ii 
the first Council of Orleans was already forbidding the clergy to turn to se'cular 
lords pro petendis leneficiis without the bishop’s pe^rmission.^® The Third 
Council of Orleans (538) actually decreed that clergy who took over offices or used 
their acceptance of patrocinium as an excuse for not fulfilling their spiritual dudes, 
should receive no sdpendia or heneficia from Church property.^ 

Thus the importance of the patrocmiummd similarly of the Germanic 
in the development oibeneficta is clear. The Edict of Clqthar H (614) gave state 
recognition to these ecclesiastical prohibitions, for it took over en bhc the. decree, 
of the contemporary Council of Paris.^® The system of hemficia must in this way 

^ ** P.atronageiii the Later Empire,** in Oxford Studies in Soda! and Legal Hismrfy 1 47 

® IBM,, 48. ® X- M. Hartmaim,. op. cit., 348. 

^ See above, 290. 

® Cf. my .Wirtschafisentmckiung der KaroEngeridty i®, 213, and Posclil, Bzsckofsgut Mm$a 
EpiscopaBsy I, 117. 

« My WKy and edit., 235. ^ See above, 279. ^ 

* See above, 280. ® Op. cit., 2, 493 £ 

MG.y Condi., I, 4, c. 7; c£ also Cotindl of Clermont (535), c. 4, ib.ld., 67. 

Ibid., I, 77, c. xii (xi). 

C£ Council of Bord^iix (<563-^75), cap. 2, op. dt., i, 215, and above, .279 £ 

MG,y Capit., I, 21, a 3. 
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have been greatly extended, but at the same time all the dangers to the Chur.V, 
which already existed in the Eigenkirchenrecht must have increased ^ The E' 
kirchenrecht was certainly immensely important in the development of feudalkm 
but It was not the only important factor nor was its influence a direct one 
development of the feudal fief is not to be thought of as specifically Ge'rman 
Its close connection with the patrocinmm and the Germanic mum is de^2 

It IS evident that heneficia are not to be found only in Eigenkirchen? The ve^ 
relationships ot patrocinium and mundehuTd serve as a bridge leadina: from the nW 
clerical precaria to the later heneficia. Thus the path which seemed unattainable 
to bmtz IS opened up. For the conciliar decrees quoted above prove that the 
was apparently the remuneration for the discharging of an ofEce 
actually a fief of a property pertaining to an office in a church, and consequently 
the discharge of the office is not to be regarded as a feudal service, done in accord¬ 
ance with Eigenkirchenrecht in return for the fief of the Church itself and its 
appurtenances. A preferable view is that the Eigenkirchenrecht is in many wavs 
the consequence and not the cause of the system oi heneficia, since the territorial 
lords often obtained power over the clergy only when these placed themselves 
under their patroctnium (or mimdeburd), whereupon they extended that power 
unlawfully to the churches where these clergy held office. This is sufficient 
explanation of the fact that in the eighth and ninth centuries the Eigenkirchenrecht 
or, as it might be expressed more cautiously, the claim of secular lords to Church 
property or to the income derived from it, came to the fore everywhere.^ 
c J^o^ception of the origin of the feudal system explains various other 

facts which are found in Carolingian times,® more especially ffie circumstance that 
heneficia were not granted as we might expect only for service in the army and in 
battle. ^ We can now assign the great number of heneficia granted solely for 

economic reasons to their proper place, for these until now have been too littie 
considered. 

. . rhe variety of uses to which the heneficium was put reflects the variety of its 
ongins. If the fief really came from the combination of two hitherto separate legal 
institutions vassalitiurn and heneficium, and if this combination did not come into 
existent till the Carolingian period, then from that time onwards far greater diver¬ 
gences from the preceding line of development ought to become obvious. As a 
matter of fact, how'ever, the richest Carolingian sources reveal a state of affairs 
very siimlar to that of the earlier period and on closer inspection a direct continua¬ 
tion of It. The name for the fief shows this process very clearly. There is no new 
term for ly but the old “heneficium” is still used although it expresses 
only one of the component parts which are supposed hitherto to have been 
separate. Though precaria and heneficium continue to be closely connected, 
ey o not coincide, and to some extent they draw apart.® Moreo'^er, 
ffie assumption that the expression “precaria” was avoided in royal heneficia 
has been proved to be incorrect ’ Of course the new kingdom, with its increased 
military and economic needs, gave rise to a richer development of the old forms. 


See above, 279. 


^ See above, 259 ff. 

\ Friedberg, op. dt., 594, note 24. 

** Figeriirdhe,*^ op. dt., 5. 

• S' Karolinger^eit, «7 ff. 

Prekarienim Capitulare Ambro- 
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The continual growth of landed property, the development of more and more 
great estates, and, above all, the increasing wealth of tlie Church, created new 
possibilities for the extension of the feudal system. In the course of "the 
ninth century, it reached ever greater dimensions owing to political develooments'" 
the fall of the central power and the accumulation ot private ri'^hts of autliorirv 
by means of immunities. ^ ' 

Thus, that which collectively we call the feudal svstem finailv emer^^ed 
out of various elements. It must not be forgotten that the' settlement of German 
peoples as free laeti on Roman soil, which the Emperor granted to tiiem in return 
for the duty ^ of military ser\dce, had already led to relatictisiiips which were 
described as “ beneficia ” and w^ere actually veiy^ similar.^ The terrae laetzcae also 
could not be alienated and were granted for the period of sendee. The Comthum 
of the Emperor Honorius (399) makes this dear. Its text 2 also indicates tliat the 
acquisition of land by laeti was described as merere^ the same wmrd which is 
later the technical term for the acquisition of a lief.^ Moreover, the Roman 
agrimerisoTes use it in the form which is frequently found later on, i.e. hette 
meruerunt,^ 

Thus here also the Roman foundation is die starting-point of development. 
Changing conditions, on the one hand German settlements for purposes, 

on the other hand the expansion of the Church, caused it to readapt itself to meet 
new needs and interests. But it w^as the Germans who built up tiieir military 
organization to meet die new demands made on llieir national institutions bv 
external foes, on the basis of the old rights of the following, and witli die help 
of die rich lands of the Church, which placed itself under the protection of the 
king and the lords. 

In my opinion, however, the whole development is neither peculiarly, 
German nor even purely Franldsh. The latest research into die pap^ni makes it 
clear ^ that the late Roman period saw a feudalization of public autliority. In the 
Byzantine Empire there was a contemporary development, by which land w^as 
granted as part of the equipment of hired soldiers (aTpaTtcorwed 
and o-TparLmroTOTna) which has long been recognized as similar to the 
Western practice.® Farther south, too, in the early medieval Arab Empires 
practices such as the inalienability of Church property (wakf) and grants of it 
in usufruct for a limited period exist.Out of similar economic precedents and 
political needs analogous legal institutions have arisen in all these different 
regions, without any possible internal connection or mutual interdependence. 

The particular nature of this type of origin and development w^^as, of courae, 
fundamentally important in shaping the future growth of feudalism in diese early 
medieval kingdoms. The seigneurial aristocratic principle was thereby extended, 
ard as the central authority grew weaker these religious and secular territorial 
lords became more and more influential, not only politically but also economicaliy 

^ Cf. Gernian edit, ii®, 340, note 237. 

^ Hieodosianus, xlii, 11, 10; cf. texts quoted by Brunner, RG., i, 35, note=i*, 54, note 13. 

C£ Waitz, FG., ii, i®, 310, note i. Form. Marculf.^ i, 31, MG. FF..y 62, and ii, 17, ibid., S7; 
stipendm merere, e.g. in Tacitus, Jnnal., 13, 55. 

* Cf, Corp. Agfimens. Rjorn. (ed. Thiilin-Teiibner), 40, Also Hygimis, ibid., 365. 

^ Cf. esp. Rostovtzeff’s ‘‘ Studien ub. d. rd,m. Colonat in ArcMv.Jl Papyru^rsc^i^^ 
i (1910). 

* Cf. Zacharia v. Lingenthal, GescL. d. griecL-rdm. R^chs^ 3rd :edit., 271 ff. 

^ C£ y. Tomauw, Das Eigentumsrecht nacb moslemisdieiiii Reclite,^* Zdtscknft d. o^tsek. 
morgm!.andhcL GeseMsek, xxxvi, 285 ff., especially 322 S. (1S82). 
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and sodally. Indeed this latter development proceeded farther and farther 
Within the n^row circle of the high feudatories, and as it proceeded it became lesq 
uniform. The results were by no means only disadvantageous, such as the 
depression of the ordinary freeman, for in tliis narrow social circle an economir 
transformation could take place, which could hardly have occurred within a wider 
area,i and the close connection between religious and secular landlords had 
economic advantages, where usually only political losses have been considered 
as for instance the fact that it was the immunltas which finally led to the removal 
of the old Roman taxes. Thus it would be a mistake to ascribe only unfavourable 
results to the feudal system, as has mostly been done in the past. 

It is true that this close connection between the religious and the secular gave 
rise to a great danger for die future. When, in the sixth century, the Fraiiish 
kings absorbed Church property far and wide for state purposes, there was no 
religious power in the Frankish Church which could stand against them. But what 
would happen when tlie Frankish Church grew out of the narrow bonds in which 
it was held, and found support from without When tliat happened for the 
first time under Boniface there was at once a cry for the “ reform ” of the old 
Frankish regulations. In this reform, however, the tendency of the secular 
powers to become independent is manifest. The great successors of the first 
Arnolfing reformers of the eighth century. Pippin and Charles the Great, managed 
to restrain this powerful struggle to shake off the old obligations. But three 
hundred years later, when the Church had found a mighty ally in the new German 
princedoms, the central authority in Germany was overtiirown by the investiture 
controversy. 

’ See my remarks in Wtrtschaftsentwicklung der Karolingerxeit, ii®, 373 f. 



Chapter X 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF TOWN LIFE 

XTO aspect of early medieval civilization has received so little attention from 
T ^ social and economic historians as town life. This is chiefly due to the prevailing 
theory that the Roman cities had entirely perished at the time of the migration^ 
and that even after the migrations the Germans hesitated to settle in townsd On 
the basis of recent archeological investigations, I have, earlier in this book, 
demonstrated in detail tlie fallacies of this theory. We saw that at an early date the 
Germans settled in the old Roman cities themselves. Proof of this is* found in 
particuiar in the cemeteries of the early German period, and in the continuity 
evinced by inscriptions on tombstones, e.g. in Mainz,^ Worms,^ and elsewhere. 

There remains to be answered the objection raised by Sombart to the theory 
of a continuous development. It is, he says, thoughtless ” to speak of a dose 
connection betv^een Roman and early medieval town life, since even where an 
external continuity seems apparent no sort of internal continuity of development 
is perceptible.^ This is indeed a surprising statement from a scholar who has so 
stoutly opposed the dependence of economic history on legal histor}", and has 
stated that the former should aim at describing conditions as they actually were.® 
Research work in this field, however, has been grossly inadequate. 

The methodological error, from which the dogma of die continual decline of 
the Roman urban system in the Frankish kingdom has suffered, has aptly been 
pointed out in the following passage : Scholars again and again have confined 
their study to the one or two Roman cities in Germany and have naturally found 
no proofs there of a continuance of Roman methods; w^e, in Germany, have never 
gone on to examine the much richer material of the West, but have tried to conical 
the uncertainty of our position by proclaiming it to be die natural and scientific 
one. Instead of proofs, the names of those holding identical views have ..been 
invoked.” 

The development of research h.as been most significant In France. There, 
while earlier scholars were almost all united in their belief in the contiiiiii.ty of 
Roman urban types, others declared that in. the absence of reliable sources for the 
early development of towns in the Middle Ages .nothing could be certain ; a 
number of modem scholars have now challenged this theoryff 

The old Roman municipal constitution was not maintained in its original 
form. Changes no doubt took place, but these had already started in late Roman 
times. Certainly there was no room for the Roman cons.titudon in the founding 
of the new German kingdoms. Royal authority brought the dries,: too, into 

^ See above, 70 ff. 

® See above, 74 fF. 

® See above, 75 ff. 

* Der moderne KapkaBsmus, 2nd edit., i, 145 (1916). 

® Ibid,, I, 24- 

® E. Mayer, Deutsche u. franios., VG.y .1, 284 £ (189^). 

^ See Gann, edit, ii®, 345 C 
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dependence and_ exerted a decisive influence on their government through roval 
agents, the comttes. Moreover, before the establishment of German dominiJl 
the bishop, i.e. the bearer of religious authority, enjoyed an extremely impS 
moral and economic power in practical matters, especially over the lower classes 
in the aty, for it was among fliem that Christianity found its first adherents i 
But were the late Roman forms of organization really lost in this decisive 
transformation of the municipalities from autonomous communities into towns 
governed by king or bishop ? It is essential in tlie first place to draw a cle^ 
mstincuon between the political development or urban constitutions which the 
Germans fundamentally reorganized on seigneurial lines, and their social and 
economic development. Even if we cannot clearly trace Roman influence in the 
former case, it may have been present in the latter. Its absence in one does not 
by any means, involve its absence in the other. In fact, it is far more likely to have 
persisted in the social and economic sphere than in the constimtional sphere where 
the collapse of Roman political authority hastened the process of change. ’ More¬ 
over, different conditions are found in different regions. In the West and the South 
the line of development differed from that in the East and North, as Roman 
influences were stronger in the former than in the latter, where German influences 
prevmled, owing to the difference in distribution of the population. Finally, even 
within the sphere of Roman influence, chronological distinctions must be 
In the earlier (Merovingian) times, traces of late Roman institutions are more 
apparent, then they gradually fade away and lose their earlier importance. German 
civilization is the progressive active element, Roman civilization is perishing and 
falling to pieces. The important office of the defensor civitatis affords especially 
clear evidence of this. It lasts on, like the old curia^ the curiales^ and senatores. 
But none of these offices can now maintain their old independent importance in 
face of the new powers of the count and bishop, on whom they become dependent^ 
Moreover, even in the towns, as in the country, special lines of development 
^e actuated by the two new factors in this evolution, i.e. Christianity and the 
German monarchy. The old autonomy of the people disappears, a new tendency 
towards rule by an aristocracy emerges and property (especially in land), as also 
^ployment in the royal service, causes the advancement of a new class. The old 
Roman terms are continued: honorati^ priores^primi civitatiscurialesy senatores. 
It is noteworthy that liiepossessores appear side by side with and in the same rank as 
the honoratiJ* The continuance of this urban Roman social classification is especially 
marked in Spain under the Visigoths.® It can hardly, therefore, be maintained 
at the Frankish legal constitution completely ignored Roman conditions."^ 
There is a reduction in the former importance of the masses in the municipal 
system, just as there is in that of the common freemen in the old folk-assembly 
{concilium) and like the latter they have only a very limited right of consent, as, 

^ See above, 241 £ and 247. 

or, Glasson, Histoire du droit et des Institutions de la France, ii, 386, 

F ® documentary exainples given by Raynouard, Histoire du droit municipal en France 

(18290. For Spam see the account by Dahn, Konige, vi^ 300 ff. 

confessor, c. 20, still knows a “ civium honoratorum ordo 
praeciarus, Mix. rer. Merov., 1, 759. 

‘ - 33. op. cit., 508. 

® Cf. Dahn, Konige, vi^, 305 f£ 

persona est^*^-MG^^ Ca^t ChUdehert / (511-5 58) : “ si vero ingenuus aut honoratior fortasse 
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for example, in the election of bisiiopsP Also in oublic jiistics onlv a small nomber 
of magistrates {Rachinburgen) continue to act as judges ; these are als: called 
homines, i.e. more important and wealthier people.- Apaz^rer was unusual 

in Spain.^ The urban offices which had been filled bv popular election, sucl: as t::e 
defensor civitatis, are now filled by the neve munidpaf auffiorities. die countrand 
the bishop, and are of a seigneurial type.^ 

Here we must lay more stress than has hitherto been casts marc cn t::e fact 
that tile sources from wdiicli all this information is taken are cf a much later cate, 
namely the ninth centuryu The Merovingian period itself reveals manv mere 
traces of Roman institutions. The existence of local continuations of die 
in the sixth and seventh centuries cannot be disputed/ moreover, doe ciiriz was of 
decisive importance at that time in urban government. In doe formularv of 
Clermont-Ferrand, assigned by recent scholars to the middle cf the eighth century 
it is actually stated of the curzales : vos hamrati, que euros puhdeas ogkis 
adsidue.^ In the Tours formulary of the same period, the defensor chitas anpears 
cum homratu principalibus suts, still entrusted with the control of gesta 
municipaliad He and the curia still keep the public documents (codicespidlic ) .he 
city. On the other hand, Gregory of Tours, who can be trusted to have an 
accurate knowiedge of municipal affairs in his time, reveals in his account of the 
urban judicial system of the second half of die sixth centur\’ a definite link with 
Roman institutions,® This continuity is veiy^ obvious in Spanish cities in the time 
of the Visigoths,® where the towms still possessed tlieir own propernp as in the 
Frankish kingdom under the Merovingians.^® 

Moreover, it should not be forgotten tliat even the office of count was not 
made equal with tliat of the earlier comes till the eighth century. Gregor" of Tours 
knows only tlie comes, and originally the tw"0 terms did not imply equal rank. 
Indeed, the comites civitatum among the Visigoths, Burgundians, and Franks may 
have been representatives of late Roman institutions.^^ It has been suggested that the 
fusion of military and civil aut}iority,whichwas opposed by general regulations in 
the late Roman period, was completed in the kingdom of Syagrius, so tliat the civil 
power was given over to the leaders of the army, the comites civitatis. This single 
organization was then taken over by the Franks.In tliis connection stress should 
be laid on a little-noticed remark of the East Roman author, Agathias (sixth 
century), who tells us that public institutions of the Franks ha\'e a far-reaching 
similarity with those of the Romans. Among these he especially mentions urban 
government, in such a way that we may presume a reference to the comkes 
civitatumd^ Later on the count also enjoyed financial rights, and this, I tlilnk, shows 
the link with Roman institutions. In Roman times we find capindarii as muncipal 
officials, for recruiting purposes and also for tlie collection of taxes.^^ According 


^ Cf. Hauck, Die Bischofswahlen unter den Merowmgern (iS83)j 9 f. 

^ C£ W. Sickel, Die Entstehung des SchoSengericlites,” Zdtschr.f*^^-} 5- al>o¥e, 

a2i £ s C£ DAxi, Koiiige, vi®, 305 ff. 

^ Bmniier, RG,, ii, 199. ® Ibid. 

® MG. FF.y 28, Ibid., 13d, note 3. 

® Fil, in ghr. martyr., c. 33, op. cit., 508, Cf. also the formula from Tours, quoted .abowe. 
® Cf. Dahn, op, dt., vi®, 303. 

Cf. Giasson, op- dt, ii, 387, note 7, and Daim,, op. dt., 30, note 8 (\'!arsei 2 es). 

Brunner, RG., ii, 162 £ 
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to the descriptions of Gregory of Tours, the comes was the royal official wli 
collected taxes in the towns and looked after the tax-roll (capitularium in 
tnbuta continehantury As at first the Roman administration of taxes persistedT 
the Merovingian period,^ and wherever it was not disorganized by royal exemS 
tions, so too the lower officials in charge of it, die exactores, were nov/ placed undL 
the counts.3 Now it is very interesting to note the verbal coincidence between 
the mvestimre-formula of a Frankish count and a late Novella of the late Roman 
Empire.^ In the former the count performs the functions which are given in the 
latter to the iudices locorum, i.e. the royal official has taken the place of (or brought 
into dependence on himself) the old municipal authorities. Finally, it has alreadv 
been pointed out that the grant of a third of the proceeds of the taxes to the comis 
avitads, which was usual in Frankish rimes, bears some resemblance to the Roman 
method, whereby two-diirds were given to the central government, while a third 
might be used by the town for its own purposes. ^ The comes^ i’.e. the official 
entrusted by the king with the government of the city, appears in this respect too 
as having rights which originally belonged to the autonomous munidpai 
authorities. ^ 

These considerations allow us to form a more correct estimate than has 
hitherto been possible of the relation borne by the authority of the counts in 
the cities to that of the bishops. Waitz took the view that the great power of the 
bishops was the first to appear, and that thereafter they voluntarily became 
adherents of the Frankish kings and helped them to conquer the land. Thus the 
bishops were not merely confirmed in their old privileges, but also given new 
honours and dignities. When the Frankish rule was safe, the count received the 
control of all tlae public affairs of the town.® I believe that, allowing for local 
differences here and there, the line of development was the exact contrary of this. 
At Ae rime of the Frankish conquest it is quite conceivable that it may have been 
to the king’s interest to ensure die security of the town by giving great power to 
the army-leaders therein. If we read the letters from individual bishops to Frankish 
counts in the fifth century (e.g. Apollinaris Sidonius, or Auspicius of Toul to 
Arbogast of Trier),’ the count appears quite clearly as the ruler of the city, with 
the bishop still dependent on him. A similar subordination of the bishop to the 
count of the aty may be assumed from detailed accounts of their relationship in 
Gregory of Tours, as, for example, at Clermont where the count was putting 
difficulties in the way of the episcopal election,^ or at Angouleme where the count 
was oppressing the Church.® And even if we assume that the first Frankish rulers 
dealt indulgendy with Roman insriturions,“ Clovis nevertheless made his royal 
authority very obvious to the bishops.’^ Their power increased during the sixth 
century, in proportion as that of the monarchy declined, owing to the partition of 


^ Hist, Franc., ix, 30. 

345 Finanzrecht.” German., Abhandl. f. Konr. Maurer, 1S93, 

® Ebid., 352. 

insos FF., 48 : et quicquid de ipsa acetone in fisci dicionihus speratur, per vosmex 

Maior, ii, § 2 ; iubemus, ut. . . universa JiLiia, qua, 
ae provmctu speranda sunt, per locorum ludices mferantur. ^ 

® E. Mayer, op. dt., 303. e yQ :*2 -or 
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i 





DEVELOPMENT OF TOWN LIFE 3c- 

die kingdom and to internal disorder^ The saying quoted abcYe,^ and ascribed bv 
Gregory of Tours to King Chilperic (561-584), t:iat rcval pcmer has riisaonoired 
and has been transferred to the bishops in the cities, dates from the Ls: moc decades cf 
the sixth century, when the transformation of internal government in die Frankish 
kingdom, which ended to the detriment of the monarchv, was in iuh swirw. Trie 
unflattering terms in which tlie Bishop of Tours dares to describe Chimeric T. ? S4" 
—Nero nostri temporis et Herodis ^—show very ciearlv fiat rcval newer was 
already a thing of the past " " . , - * - 

The bishops w^ere able gready to increase their power in die cities, not cnlv 
because the material resources at their disposal were being continuahv enlarsced b v 
numerous gifts to the Church, but also because their immunities, granted and 
confirmed by the monarchy, made it possible for them to restrict and keep a ciieck 
on the count’s privileges. We have concrete examples of this in Gregomr of Tours, 
showing how, when the counts were collecting the royal taxes in die towns, the 
bishop came forward to protect the towm population (or radier the inhabitants of 
immimitas districts),^ usually at the expense of the count^ The result of dtis must 
have been not only to increase the pow^'^er and reputation of die bishops, but also 
to induce many voluntarily to seek their protection. Such differentiation must have 
made it appear unfair that one section of the people radier tlian another should 
bear the brunt of these taxes. Perhaps it was for this reason that in die end the 
king usually let off also those townsfolk who were not already exempt.® Here we 
can already see how some departments of the urban administration came graduallv 
into the hands of the bishops. King Dagobert (in the seventh centuri’) had given 
all fiscal revenue in the towm to the episcopal Church of Tours. Thereafter 
the bishop appointed a collector wdio, in this respect, took over die rights of die 
count.Finally, episcopal powder in the towns must have been enhanced by the 
king’s frequent practice of bestowing bishoprics on the higher officials of state 
or court in their old age.® Good use could thus be made of dieir knowledge of 
government affairs and their personal connection with the court in die administra¬ 
tion of the bishopric. 

These proceedings are even more apparent among the Visigoths diaii among 
the Franks. Among die latter also the king appointed counts to be at the head of 
the government in the towns.® They also enjoyed militaiy^ as w^ell as civil powder. 
Below them there were the executores and actores^^ and the index dvitatis^^ i.e, die 
officials of finance and of justice. These Gothic counts originally ranked far above 
the bishops. The persistence of religious controversy gave rise to numerous deeds 
of violence against the latter, and the dependence of die bishop on the Godiic 
comes is clear from Gregory of Tours’ blunt stoty^ about the brutal treatment 
of Bishop Leo of Agde by the heretic Gomachar.^^ This state of affairs underwent 
a remarkable change after King Reccared’s conversion to Catholicism (5^7). 
Episcopal power In Spain increased rapidly. In certain cities, bishoprics became to 

^ See above, 198 ff., 264 fE 2 See above, 264. 

® Hist. Franc., vi., 46. 

^ This is seen from the wording of the passages qnoted by Waitz from the sources, li., 

264 ,£ 

® C£ Waitz, op. cit. So also at the appointment of bishops.. Gregoiy of T01113, Hiss. Fmm:., 

iv, 35. 

® Cf. what Grigory of Tours tells us about conditions in his town; ibid., ,ix, 30. 

^ Cf. Loaning, op. cit., ii, 270 £ * Ct. Waltz, FG., ii, 2®, . 62. 

® Dahn., Kdmge, vi®, 329. Ibid., 353.. 

331, Ul. in ghrm mar^r., c. 78, op. ciL, f4l* . 
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““cfwe S‘So“by®the fo“Tc"’ ”w *' ®“ 

xiXi.'sT^ssjss£ir^^^^ 

and more influential especially in the towns. The fourth Counc™of folSlo 

cimarzr, m so far as that appeared suspicious, i.e. unjust.^ Earlier scholarq a^q ^ 

poor but It has been shown that y,ai.y,ere^ does not here mean poor n^nt 

^d SnStedThr 5^ W contrasted with the potentfs, who Jed 

r/'vU IT i,^"^*i bishop finally rose superior to the comes 

were Sll to de^A the judges sakl to be suspicious 

give iudii,.n1- >r ^ ,? conjuncoon with the bishop, and both were to 

?o Se fSe’r Thm T * =■'»” '''>0 had *e rigb, 

^ agments. Ihus, from Kindasvints time onwards, the bishons were 

tHs affec?e?Sr °T be imagined how 

ScLdSati^a Coundl of Tours (567) 

io 5 f ex^i ne T m " P°°" bishop 

mdhiate ^TTaq K excommunicate them if they were insub- 

iXence ’ I d^nor? that this development was the result of Frankish 

to think that the a f?e i^uence is at work here. I am more inclined 

felt Zeumerhasal earlier Roman conditions were making themselves 

which tS ^ ^“®*^bon to the praecepm Clotharii of 588-628,8 

witasef emiW^ decree, upon which, indeed, he assumh that it 

since the worditio- f Probable that both share a common Roman source, 

vSut5arin ”Mf is partly derived from a consdrutio of 

gothic law whirb ^ ftiggesuon is consistent with the general character of Visi¬ 
le other Lnd the known is largely based on Roman precedents. On 

never acouired’tS f Frankish kingdom under the Merovingians 

crownin?^oinMn posuion as they did among the Visigoths.i« The 

when the decrepq f position of the Spanish bishops was reached 

Son of a-ne 1 Council of Toledo (633) gave the councils the 

but of secular fudo-^ of appeal against the judgments not only of bishops, 
S snS Snll plenipotentiary powers were put ai 

PrS • dieir decisions. 

y It was mere y as the result of this development that the bishops 

• ^]jcL, xxiv, 79 ff. * 397 > «• 

and supportt z'eumer’^^tem^t social differentiation of freemen, which confirms 

® c. 27, MG,, Concil., i, i-ic 77* 

® mg,, Cupii I IQ o op- «t., 87. 

Cf. Loening, op. ck, ii, 270 ff. ^avigny, GescL d, tom. Rechts, ii, 96 ff. 

“ C- 3; cf. Dahn, op.’cit, vi*, 435 £, esp. 436, note 1. 
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also gained the control of finance, and in nardc«i-^r 

salaries to public officials, especially the iudicl The ffiird'co;;cil of ¥"5 

decided that the bishop should discuss witli the se-^dore- i-r*-- m,,-,' '*-• ” ' ^ 

could afford to give the judges without detriment ^ iS^Tt’s--?¥ 

made at the Provincial Council of Barcelona (599) . r. 

has been seriously challenged.^ ‘ c: tr.ese 

In Italy also the Roman type of municipal government was firs* "a-re’- 
preserved by the conservative rule of the Ostrogot!is.= It is true th- rt'‘ 
wise, the earlier autonomy was to some extent sacrificed to the -s' 

who in certain towns were in military command, w’lile, in offer sma^'eTo-^ “rX! 
are sometimes described merely ^spriores. The defensor cirdcds and 
curator were appointed by the king on the proposal of the citizens. Th^ i;.;: 
r^ed wiff ±e^fensor and exercised control over die market so that'nV se‘4r 

t^na administered urban justice. Tie most 

important duties of ffe “magistrates” (those of die former duu^^viri) wem 
tensferred to the defensor and the curator, and thev had charge of the -sual 
business of the curiales.^ " * ^ 

In Italy the burden of public dues weighed heavily on the curiaks who 
therefore toed in ev^ery possible way to avoid this dignin*. Many lost ffeff 
property thereby. The reason for their decline and inferioriu- to h^kana^i 
^nd possessores now becomes obvious.® Among the latter the bishops and cler<n* 

Arvlfb^d' f- ^Ti “4™ we?e 

Aryms, had retained their former dignity and were much revered bv Tfieodoric 

ffe Great, who used them to distribute money and com among 'the people.® 

Ihe Count of Syracuse is requested to come to an agreement with die bisLp‘and 

people of the toum about the prices of goods bought and sold there.® 

_ The count possessed not only military but also judicial authority, except 

inmse of dispute among the Romans themselves.® He also controlled taxation 

and the police. Every y^ he had to visit the various munidpia of his province 

to hear the complaints of the people against oppression.!® He supervised the sub- 

ordinate offices of administration (domesttci and vice domxni), and had to keep a 

record of his obsen^ations in order to be able to account for his actions.!! 

f important in the development of Italian urban life must have been 

ffe f^t tiiat, yfter the Ostrogothic rule was over (552-3), Italy came under the 

hast Koman Empire, and at that time tlie Emperor Justinian had just enacted im- 

concerning the bishops. Constantine had already recognized the wide 

judicial powers of the bishops, and by the eighty-sixth Novella (531) thev were now 

adapted to the state administration of justice. The bishop was to' act as the 

ordinary appeal court for all complaints against secular judges, and to be the legal 

! See D^, op. cit, vi», 428, in opposition to Hefele, Kon^iengesck., ii, 48. 

- By Dahn, op. at., 390, note i. > i s . , 4 

E. t09 ff., and 

nrowli'i td pubUo^ Philologus, Ivi, 324 (1897), and Declareml,« Qudmies 

probtoes d Hist des Institutions muniapales au temps de fempire Romain,” Aoav. 

drott Franfois et etranger, xxxii. 28 ff., esp. 36 (1908). 

op. at., 112. ® Ibid, 113, note 2. •? Ibid., 98. 

s ^ ^7 (535-^)j -MG, AJ., 12, 271, 383. 

■ibid, IX, 14, op. cit., 279. ■ 7 f ^ j j 

'Op- cit., 130. 

.Ibid, op- dt-, 151. 


109 ff., aiMi 

^‘Qudqns. 
fU€ Mat. dg'. 
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coniudex if the latter were declared by one oartv to 

If justice were refused by the ordinary judg^, complaint was to be madeTth’ 
bishop. If his mtercession with the judge were without result, tlien the bishoo ^ 
to give the plaintiff a report to take to the primepsd ^ ^ ^ 

We have seen ^ that these laws of Justinian were imitated in Visigothic law 
They also had an important influence on developments in Italy. In L faJo 
SancuoPragmauca 01554 (§ „) the publication of all Novelll relating tS 
was ordered and they were declared valid from the day of publication^^ In 
Novell! Justinian decreed that the provincial governor^ shSild be elected from 
the inhabitants of the province which they were to govern bv the sni-rin l j 
secular nobles, especially the bishops. tL 

strengthen again, were now chosen by the bishop and the primores civitatis as 
well as the^nwewore^; likewise the^ater civitatis who had the administration of 
the CIVIC property. ^ Financial control was exercised by the bishop and five of the 
most reputable citizens to whom accounts had to be rendered annually The 
bishop also supemsed the judges in his province.^ In the Emperor’s vL the 

corruption whidi had crept into the administration could be best prevented bv 
the authority of the Church. prevented by 

From Ae end of the sixth century this type of municipal government, taken 
over from the Romans, became less and less important; in its place the civil power 
was entrusted on the one hand to the bishop and on the other, owing to the extemS 
menace of the Lombards, to military officers (prihuni) on whom the title oi comes 
was bestowed .5 Since they were responsible for the protection of the city they 
as representatives of the imperial central authority, also possessed judicial auiority! 
n view of tire daiiger from tlie Lombards it was necessarv to create a new militaX 
organization within the urban population. A new class, the milites, the army 
Kexerctt^) became more conspicuous,® hand in hand with which the authority 
of die tribune over Ae avil administration {trihunus et dativus) grew as the sevenih 
century advanced. At this time, too, the towns were affected by the inffuence of the 
foms of provincial government. At the head of the town was the dux or magister 
wnilir T-f' the former. He appointed the lower offidals, 

were m eW ®peoples’ councils, even those which 

. . fls°tjfre bishop. He held judiaal power in spite of the index (civil and 

ov« Ae financial authority; his power extended 

and iSnk? Wof public administration. So it was in Venice, Rimini, Rome, 
and Naples. We hear of hardly any other high civil official, and as society came 
consist m the mam of two groups, the clergy and the soldiers, 
so these two authoriues, die bishop and the dux, became the chief rulers. We 

^.^®'™an the provincial authorities (provinciarum 

! Archiv.^ xxiv, 84 f. 

Cf. above, 308, 

* Diehl, op. dt, -ni. fi 

4.1 MG. EPP.. « 

^ Diehl, op. dt., 148. 
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This development must be kept in mind if we are to understand ariwit 
conditions in the Lombard kingdom. Waea the Lombards conquered Italv. it was 
the bishops who fortiiied the cities in ■which their sees lay and oro'^rided them with 
ample provisions to enable them to resist their heretic ^foes.^" Start:ncr in Urmer 
Italy and proceeding southwards, the Lombards gradualiy concuere^d sorri'/c} 
theto'wms^^ and they took over and developed the oruanizaticns which their 
advance had called into being. At die head of die various districts stead the Ax. 
■who took up his residence in die city and united jndiciai and militarv newer in 
himself.^ Beside him was the gastaldio^ whose duty it was to administer *Dropernc 
and wdio was invested wdth executive powders. He became tl:e leading dpire in 
urban administration, and the ofBcial posts w 4 ich remained o\’er from Roman 
times, such as the curator civitatis^ were subordinate to his. Appointed bv the kin^, 
he and the dux together controlled all official functions. In die cities there new 
appears a locopositus or lociservator whose position wms probably identical wdth 
that of the old defensor ezvitatis.^ 

After the Edict of Rothari (643) the wffiole Lombard kingdom appears to 
have been divided into ctvitatesj i.e. urban territories, wmich were usuailv coinci¬ 
dent with the episcopal dioceses. The towms were the pivots both of public life 
and of the administration of these districts. They were bound to become 
important during die struggle against the Lombards, for they seiwed as places of 
refuge for the inhabitants of the plains around them. There is no truth in the 
theory that the Lombards withdrew^ to die country and avoided die towms.® 
The nobility and the possessores (landowmers) alike lived in the towns, w^Iiich 
afforded favourable conditions for marketing country produce.® Beside the old 
Roman urban nobility (curiales) there appear the free and wealthy Lombards 
{arimanni). Together they elect the civil tribunal, -wRich usually consists of diree 
or four persons {iudices^ later scavini) and is possibly connected with the old Roman 
system {quatuorvirz)d The change from this to a seigneurial organization, ■which 
set in in the sixth century under East Roman rule, must now have become more 
strongly marked. It is not true, however, that in place of die old urban curia there 
now appeared the curds regia or ducalis of the Lombards.® Th^e are two quite 
different things. But the last development which took place under East Roman 
rule may well have been adopted by the Lombards. If the East Roman audiority 
and ruler in the towns (the dux or tribunis) had already become somewhat indepen¬ 
dent of the central government, that would suit die new' conditions Yeiy well 
After the assassination of Cleph (574) there were thirty-five dukes living in the 
towns. The office of gastaldio was probably instituted because die Lombards had 
appropriated the rich fiscal property and now had to look after it. 

At the Lombard conquest some of the bishops (notably those of Milan and 
Aquileia) had to flee, and others (such as those of Genoa and Grado) had to transfer 


^ See Pope Gregory Fs letter to the bishop of Cagliari, EP.^ ix, 11,195, J/G. £PF., 4^, ^ S3. 

® Cf. Fedor Schneider, E. Packsverwakimg in Toskarm v. d. Griindung des Lango^ardgnrdckss 
his Ausgang der Staufer (1914), i, lo ff. 

® Cf. E. Mayer, Italian. VG.^ ii, 256 fE 

* Ibid., 339 £ ^ . , .. . , 

^ Cf. G. Saivioli, “ Contribnti alia storia ecoaoniica d*Ilalia,” Gwrmde di sdmii njtL.raa ed 
econom., Palermo, xxiii (1901), 35 ff., esp. 40. 

® That prices in town were higher than in the aaimtry is from the letter of Pope Gregorj*' I, 
vii, 23 (26), MG. EFP.y 1, 468- 

E. Mayer, op. cit.,, 505, assmnes this. 

® Hegel, op. cit, i, 485. 
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position in towns,^'especially 

Catholicism in Ae seventh century. In some places they had 
never quite lost that position. They exercised a decisive influence in 
financial administration.3 After the fall of the Lombard WdoS Ae F 
made no fundamental changes; the Frankish stepped into S ntl f t' 
who had been first a Roman, then a Lombard officiaL^ ^ 

Ihe history of urban government presents a more difficult nrr,KUr„ • 
German territory than in Roman lands, for while in the latter die Rom^l K “ 
fomed the pmnt of departure for the new development, in the former it was 
rule lacking. Certain distinctions must, however, be made. In the West and SnTth 

the Romans; Roman rule extended to S. ^ 
and the Main, and in the East to the Danube! 

The importance of Ae /imes as a frontier barrier against German attacks so^ 
made it necessary to build fortresses along this natural road of mmin • ■ ^ 

or round dra saulemenB which had* lr”dy 
pardy for uading purposed. These fortified placS sTJe?,, Zr« 

Romm gamsons as a. Str^burg, Mains, and iLten and this didedXtato 
life f-” *■= fa*- They were under die audiority oTaTJkS^ 

terrilow ^ “j fa *’*■*'“ “ “ fa surrounding 

S«r„T V°W‘’ “"fa i" fa *“**■■ wlTjrSe mS; 

( a), where the necessary supply of corn was kept.^ As in the wars of tfiP 

™ fa fa'* “A. faso tacXi^et 

Zi W. Irom SK,^„g „ Nymwegen were die scenes of intense iighdn. 
and were ronquered and refortified now by one side, now by the other = \hi,s’ 

and fase gtrat nyttaas and eastra which continued from Roman times 

RomatiT^^7^ quite d«troyed,* there were also a considerable number of smaller 

.tiSSsed lLri.1l ™fa (”«»*■»“*). which were dSpld td 

Seror cILl^ ’L' fa.“-«^*oning of the frontier fortiiicationLy 4e 
of L Sir?rtl1y“ mXLedLtr^r*”?' 

thpTi ^ n ^ lortify the limes m case of war and were 

pTrnit r - -cent scholars W 

■Junkerath')»^theval^i^l^ in the Eifel (Bitburg, 

J ath), they afforded protection for the dwellers in the plains, who were wont 

! Gem. edit., ii^ 363, note 96. 

d’Archiol.^ad'^^'.l^^^"fl g’ E Zeiller, £tude sur I’arianisme en ItaKe, 

4 Cf. E. Mayer, op. dt.,’ii, 522. 

Ammi^us MarceEinus, xviii, 2, 3. 

• w ;• r“’ ^359). 

titst, Franc,^ H g. 

’ C£ above, 72 S. 

»•'“ ‘l-di * »»«»,•• tf.yi.iM i ir„. 

• a F. tit. tdrfi g 
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to take refoge within their walls. These military stations seem, esoedaOv ^-hen 
situated at cross-roads, to have been intended to maintain the postal service of the 
state, and gave an opportunity for the development of trade and communications • 
at the same time they served as market places. A number of markets were he’d 
at different places along the limes, and diis was due to the fact that at one time 
Roman forts existed there.^ 

Like the great fortresses on the Rhine, Main, and Danube, such as Regensburs^ 
and Passau, so also the centres of the Roman Gaii-communiiies {dvitatS^.^ i.e. the 
vid without municipal privileges, were the centres of trade and communicadonl 
as of public life in general. An example of this is Ladenburg on the Xeckari 
"W^e have already seen tliat Frankish Gau-names were formed irom the nanies 
these Roman vza (Lobden- Augst-, Nida-gau, etc.).^ Such Gau- and folk- 
communities,^ which were more or less quasi-urban centres, are probabiv implied 
in the enormous number oidvitates which the anonymous geographer of Ra\4nna 
ascribes to the second half of the fifth century.^ Twelve of these ha\*e not vet been 
identified or have disappeared, and therefore did not lead to tlie establishment of 
towns. The author apparently took down the names from a geographical map ^ 
so that some of them may be Gau-names. 

Komemann has shown that after the time of Constantine, while die cities 
{dvitcLtcd) in the old Celtic territory originated in the Gau in German 

territory they originated in the folk-community, whose earlier importance lapsed 
in favour of its centre (dcus), which now became a tovm. The old tribal territory 
became an urban territory, as is shown clearly by the fact that the old name of the 
folk was used in naming die new place. From the end of the third centurv" these 
vid were fortified and walled round as a protection against the attacks *^of the 
barbarians."^ 

In the East, too, it has been shown ® that a number of places in the Danube 
area, such as Lauriacum, Juvavum, and Cuculte, as far as Teumia, the chief dtv 
of Inner Noricum at that time, are sometimes called vims and sometimes oppidum 
and even uris and dvitas, and were completely surrounded by v^Ils and gates. 
After the reforms of Diocletian this nomenclature was given in respect not so 
much of the legal position of the place as of the greater or lesser extent of die 
settlement. Isidore of Seville actually says at the beginning of the seventh centuip.": 
oppidum autem magnitudine discrepat a vicoJ 

At the time of Gregory of Tours (sixth century) fortificatioas or mils were 
a characteristic feature of towns, not only in Italy, for which we have the testimony 
of Ammianus Marcellinus concerning Aquileia in 361,^® and Southern Gaul/^ but 

^ Hammeran, ‘‘Limessmdien/* in Westd. Zeztsckr., xv, 5S £ 

® See above, yy £ ® C£ above, no, 

* C£ K. Schumacher,, Siedelungs- u. Kukurgesch. <£ RJimnlcmdej if, 212 .ff, (1923). 

® Edited by Finder and Parthey, 227; reprinted by Biese, Das BJieinische Germanhn L d antikm 
Uteratur (1892), 409. C£ also Germ, edit., ii^, 366. 

® C£ also K. Weller, ** Die Besiedelung des. AlemannenlandiK, Wiirttemberg,” Vierteljakfslisfm 
f, Landesgesckj vii, 321 £ (1898) and especi^y L. Wiiti^Frankm und AlemartnenL d. RIminhnden kis 
1. /. 4sSy in Bonn, Jhh., cxxii, 220 ff. (1912). 

^ Zur Stadtentstehimg in d. ekem. kekischen u. germardschen Gehietm d. Romerrekhes^ 189S. Also 
Eh Schumacher, Deutsche lit. Ztg., 1899, Sp. 192. 

® J. Jung, Romer und Romamn i, d. Donauiandem^ 2nd edit., 158. 

® Etymohgm, xv, 2, 6. 

xxi, II, 2, 3 : '‘^muri,sque circumdatam validis . . . et obseraffs aditibus tumbusque ajinads 
et propugnacuHs.'* . 

2-1 Gregory of Toiirs, ifirr. ira/jc., iv, 30; vi, i ; vi, ii ; iv, 16^ 35.;, ¥, 33; ii, 37; vi, 2.1., 
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also in the north.^ Gregory makes a very significant remark at the end of his 
description of the great fortifications of Dijon : qui cur non civitas dicta sit^ ignore^ 
for Dijon was then not yet an episcopal see and is always called a castrum ’’ 
by Gregory himself. The fortification and walling of the towns was not intended 
merely to protect the. town and its inhabitants against attacks from without, but 
also to provide a refuge for the inhabitants of the surrounding district in case of 
threats of war. This is repeatedly emphasized by Gregory of Tours—most 
clearly where he speaks of the prophecy of the hermit Hospicius near Nizza, that 
the Lombards would invade the country and destroy seven towns of Gaul. He 
advises the country people to flee within the walls with all dieir goods and seek 
safety in fortified places.® We have similar information concerning King Chilperic, 
who goes with his treasures and goods into the fort of Cambrai when he is attacked 
by his brother Guntchramn and his nephew Childebert.^ 

In the case of towns which had existed from Roman times, removal of the 
actual settlement and dwellings sometimes took place. The old Roman town sites 
were often very extensive. If they were partially destroyed by German attacks, 
and if the population returned during the transition period, it is obvious that they 
would not be fully inhabited. Here and there the old walls were used to build 
forts on the site of the old town. This happened in the south of France, e.g. at 
Nimes and Montpellier.^ The same is seen in Trier, which later lost the great 
importance which it had enjoyed in the Roman period as the residence of the 
provincial governor.® Within the old Roman walls and the underground chambers 
of amphitheatres, etc., the first Christians held their meetings and set up chapels, as 
excavations in Trier and Metz have shown.*^ In Metz the first Christian Church 
stood inside the old amphitheatre. In other places Christian churches were erected 
on the sites of temples, as in Mainz and Regensburg.® 

Now that the Church, and especially the bishops, received grants of land 
from the kings on the sites of old Roman cities, ecclesiastical property was bound, 
in the course of time, to become very important by reason of the immunity 
privileges which it enjoyed. These episcopal immunitas districts (mundtaten) were 
walled round,® and gradually became as specially favoured as the old walled 
town, which fell into ruins. The later town often lay at a short distance from 
the old Roman town or the fort which had arisen within it.^® Not only political 
but also natural conditions determined such moves. Often where there was a high 
town {castrum superius') (Hochburg) as in Salzburg, the residential district below, 
i.e. the oppidum or suburb was the determining factor in settling the new site 
of the town, because in the interests of trade it was naturally necessary to avoid 
difficult conditions of transport. On this subject, the account of Passau in the Vita 
Severini is very interesting. He relates that the inhabitants of the locus Boiotrum^ 
which lay extra muros oppidi Batavini on the other side of the Inn, traded on the 
site of the present Innstadt.^ Even as early as the fifth century suburbs of this 

1 Ibid., vi, 31; vi, 41. ^ Ibid., iii, 19. 

® Ibid., vi, 6. ^ Ibid., vi, 41. 

^ Cf. Fladi, L&s engines de Vancienne France, ii, 255 ff. 

® Renard in MitteiL d. Rhein. F’er.f. Denkmakpflege, vi, 91, and Kentenidh, Gesch. v. Trier, 1915. 

’ See above, 74 and 76- 

® Ibid., 74 and 80 f. 

* Cf. S. Rietschel, Das Burggrafenamt L d. deutschen Stadten, 65, 76, 78, 106, 277, 294. 

Ibid., 205 if. Th. Hgen, in Westd. Zdtschr., xxxii, 27 £ 

MG. AA., I, 19; c. 22, 2. 



DEVELOPMENT OF TOWN UFE 3^5 

sort were likewise to be found in the East. As to the West, Waitz has used docu¬ 
mentary evidence to demonstrate their existence, in Strasburg, Metz, and Troyes.^ 
Gregory of Tours gives an example of suburban trading in Trier ^ and other 
eighth century examples exist for Mainz, Augsburg,^ and Regensburg,^ where 
beside the old clvitas of the tenth century an urbs mercatorum is found. 

What happened, however, in Inner Germany, where there had been no Roman 
towns ? Earlier in this volume I have demonstrated the fallacy in the assumption 
that the territory on the other side of the limes was a great expanse of primeval 
forest and marsh, with a thin and even nomadic population.^ Cssar and Tacitus 
tell us that the Germans had towns (oppida) such as those, for example, among 
the Ubii, Batavi, Suevi, Marcomanni, and Quadi.® These may in part, as in Britain, 
have been fortified dwelling-places which were not continuously inhabited but 
served the surrounding population as places of refuge in case of menace. 
In this period, after the migrations and battles for permanent settlements were 
over, when the Germans settled in definite districts, these oppida were bound to 
gain in importance. Moreover, according to Ptolemy there were here a number of 
TToAets- which served mainly as stopping places on the great trade routes through 
those districts, by which merchants used to bring amber, salt, etc., into the Roman 
Ernpire.’^^ Besides these Tacitus often mentions vici in a sense which includes 
something more than villages in the modern sense. It is only necessary to recall 
what Tacitus tells us of the jurisdiction by the principes per pages vicosque ius 
reddunt,^ These vici were clearly larger settlements within the Gau, where courts 
of justice were held; they were the centres of the communities which originally 
carried on public administration at the concilium or folk-assembly.® On the other 
hand, there was also within each Gau a burg or stronghold; for archaeologists 
have found both forts of refuge {Fluchthurgen) and residential forts or folk strong¬ 
holds (Folksburgen) not only in Saxon territory,^® but also in Hessen,and 

elsewhere.^^ ^ ^ , 

W^e know to-day that even in the time of Tacitus manorial estates existed. 

among the Germans. What he tells us of the position of principes and the 
German comitatus^ and what we have already learnt concerning the importance of 
the nobility at that time,^* make it obvious that in very early times lords seats and 

noble were in existence. , „ o i vt. j n 

The results of archaeological research prove this clearly.^ Scnuclinardt nas 
traced the origin of the town of Hanover to the old Frankish forts of refuge 


1 VG., ii, i®, 416, note i. . ^ Rietschel, Civitas^ 6i, 62. 

® Cf. Keussen u. Hanssen, Topogmphie ier Stadt Koln, i, 5 ^ “• 

^ Cf. S. Rietschel in N. Arch., xxix, 643 ff. 

® See above, 30 and 32. 

6$. Rietschel, Civitas, 99, has collected documentary ev^ence lor ms, 

7 Cf. a. Gnirs, D. ostl. Germarden u. s. Verkehrswege i. d.DaTsteUung d,Ptokrnaus{PragerStud 
a, d. GeL d. GescL-Wiss., iv), 9 £ (1898), and L. Schmidt, “ Z. Germania d. Ptolemaus, Hut, Fiertei-’ 
jahrsckr,, V, 79 (1902). 

® sS Sove’ 170' Also Schumacher, Siedehngs- KidmrgescMchte d, Mdniande, ii, 215 (2923), 
who r^ards them as “ Kreishauptstadte ” of the pagi. 

See above, 124. xr 

Cf. D, Katalog. d. rdm.-germ. Zmtralmus. Maini, No. 5, 165, JNo. 274. 

12 Cf. Germ, edit., ii^, 371 £ , . 

^2 See above, 171 ff., and Germ. edit, ii^, 43 ii. 

Ibid., 172 f£ 

“ “ UWTu/spLg d. Stadt Hannover,” Z^tschr. <L Hktcr. Fer.f. 1903, i S. 
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although it does not appear under this name till the beginning of the eleventh 
century. He explains that because of natural conditions of the soil and the lie of 
the land (Jiohes Ufer) we may take it for granted that a burg stood where the 
LeinestTosse crossed the high road going east from Minden,i as did many others 
in those old Saxon districts. Of course, much of this is still conjecture. But it 
should be specially noted that the oft-mentioned Tigislege, referred to in an imperial 
charter of 1013,^ must have been close to Hanover or, indeed, inside the present 
town.® And this word means a place for the “ thing ” or folk-assembly. Detmold 
with its old name Theot-Malli,^ bearing the same meaning, is a clear example of a 
place where the people originally held their folk-assembly. Moreover, it can be no 
accident that near it the old Grotenburg (or Teutoburg) was situated,® i.e. a fort 
of refuge, providing here also protection for the people. 

In this connection it is possible to assign their proper importance to the 
TtdAets of which Ptolemy describes so many in the district on the right bank of 
the Rhine in the second century. Even though these may not have been towns 
(Ptolemy probably took the names from a map), they may have been centres of 
Gau-communities, like the civitates of the anonymous geographer of Ravenna.® 
Moreover, Schuchhardt has shown that in ancient Greece means the strong¬ 

hold as distinguished from gbrv the open settlement, and that the former 
developed into towns.’ I have already shown that according to archeological 
research there may, in some of these cases, be some connection with Gau-luTgs2cciA 
rulers’ residences.® Similarly, Langewiesche uses the results of archeological 
research into old Saxon folk strongholds (Volksburgen) and lord’s strongholds 
(Ilerrenburgen) to identify other wdAet?®, and reference has been made above to 
the finds of coins in the neighbourhood of such forts—treasure belonging to 
German princes or old Frankish army-leaders, who earned it in the pay of the 
Romans.^® According to Schuchhardt, Quedlinburgh also is a clear example which 
embodies all the phases of development. There we have the so-called Alte Burg, 
the former fort of refuge, originally called Quitilinburg; at its foot lies the curds 
Quitilinga, and opposite on the Schlossberg the Herrenburg of Henry I; and, 
finally, the whole setdement is surrounded by the town-walls and still keeps the 
name of the old fort of refuge and the dynastic fort, i.e. Quedlinburg. Finally, 
Schuchhardt describes the fortifications between the Weser and the Elbe (stro ngl y 
walled-round buildings) as Geschlechterburgen (tribal strongholds) precursors of 
the urbes, the cities of King Henry I.’-^ The latter merely made a general practice 
of what had been common in his Saxon territory for centuries.’® 

^ Op. cit., 6 . 

^ Henry II, 256: MG. DD.^ iii, 299. 

® Cf. H. L. Ahrens, Tigisiege,” Jahreshericht d. I. Jbyieums Hannover^ 1870-1. 

^ Einhard, Vita Karoli M., c. 8; cf. Reg. Imper. i, 2<53&. 

® Schuchhardt, Zeitschr, d. Hist. Ver.f. Niedersachsen^ I903> 7> Ilbergs N. Jh. f. d. Mass. 

Altertwn^ xsd, 306. 

Recendy K. Schumacher, Germa/izc, iii, 78 (1919), has explained them as Gau-forts of the late 
La lene period, where the residences of the chief, the ‘‘ thing ”, and religious services were all centred. 
C£ also F. Cramer, ibid., iv, 19 (1920). 

^ See above, 288 ff. 

® Cf. KatMog. (L rdm.-germ. Zentralmus., Nr. 5, 165, No. 274. 

® Germamscke Siedelungen im nordwestl. Deutschland iwischen Rhein, u. JVeser. in Progr. d. Realgymn, 
luBiiiHe i. JV., 1909-1910. Cf. also A. Schulten, Bonn. JhL, 124, and (against) F. Philippi, inZeitschr, 
Westfalen., x (1920). 

See above, 125. 

At/as vorgeschichtl Befestigungen in Hiedersachsen, xii, 9 (1916). 

The same author, Zeitschr. d. Hist. Her.f. Niedersachsen^ 1907, 87. 
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The correspondence between Boniface and the Pope shows that in Inner 
Germany, too, oppida and urhes were in existence before the beginning of the eighth 
century. The description sent to Zacharias of the installation of three bishops in 
742 is significant. Three oppida sive urhes are intended for them: one is to be 
in castello quod dicitur Wirqahurg^ the second in oppido quod nominatur 
Buraburg^ and the third in loco qui dicitur Erphesfurt, As regards the last of 
these, Boniface adds the important remark: qui fuit iam olim urhs paganorum 
rusticorum?- Here, therefore, was an urbs which was already looked upon as an 
old Volkshurg or Gauburgd^ It is also significant that the Pope in his answer to 
Boniface (ist April, 743) ® warns the latter to consider earnestly and carefully 
whether these places and the number of their inhabitants are really qualified for the 
installation of a bishop among them. He reminds him of the canonical regulation; 
ut minime in villulas vel in modicas civitates episcopos ordinemus^ ne vilescat 
nomen episcopu Obviously, therefore, these settlements were qualified, according 
to these lofty requirements, to serve as civitates in tlie narrower sense, i.e. as 
episcopal sees. 

Here we must interpose what an admittedly later source (ninth century) 
has revealed concerning Saxon territory. The author of the Translatio of Saint 
Liborius, describing the work of conversion there, says that there are in the 
province hardly any civitates^ which were according to old custom the seat of 
episcopal sees, but that there are places eminently suitable for such sees, w'here 
natural conditions are favourable and where there is a large population.^ Paderbom 
is then mentioned as being particularly suitable; mention is made of the walls 
surrounding it (moenia)^ and it is added that in its Gau (pagus) there not only was, 
but for a long time had been, a large population.^ In this w^e see clearly the 
importance of the civitas as a centre for the surrounding Gau and for the whole 
population of the district. 

The lasting influence of these old German institutions is made clear by a 
Frankish formula of the seventh century concerning the taking of the oath of 
fealty by subjects {leudesamio). The counts are directed to collect the free Gau- 
associates of their district in places suitable for this purpose. Emphasis is laid on 
the fact that the whole population is to be summoned, Franks, Romans, and people 
of other nations. Places suitable for this are described as towns, villages, and 
burgs.® Here we can gain an idea of the nature of general types of settlement 
There is no lack of towns, and beside them are the burgs and die vici —^I say vici 
because the term villages hardly expresses this conception fiilly.'^ 

Changes in the nomenclature of towns characteristically reveal the transition 
from the old German to the later Frankish organization of the tribes. Previously 
the name of the people whose centre the town was appears to have been used 
in the name of the town: Civitas Nemetum (Speier), Civitas Wangionum (Worms), 
Civitas Mediomatricorum (Metz), Augusta Rauracorum (Augst), Augusta^ Findeli- 
corum (Augsburg), and also Oppidum Ubiorum,^ the later Colonia Agrippimnsis 


1 Epp,, iii, 299, No. 50. 

2 C£ also Waltz, VG.y ii, i, 4^6, note i. 

2 MG.^ Epp,, iii, 302, No. 51. 

* MG. SS., iv, 150. , r / N 

5 Ibid., c. 3. K. Schumacher, Siedelungs u. Kuiturgesck., 11, 31 (1923). 

® Marculfy I, 40; MG. FF., 68. . v . .t • 

’ K. Schumacher, Siedelungs- u. Kukurgesch. d. MJieiniande, ii, 2x5 (1923), regards them as Kreis- 

hauptstadte of the pagi. 

® Tacitus, Anrwl.^ xii, 27. 
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(Cologne). These die out early and even in the sixth century terms based on some 
local peculiarity are found instead of these Celtic and Roman names. Side by 
side with Argentorate Gregory of Tours uses the name Strateburgum, and besides 
Juvavum the name Salzburg appears in the sixth century. The change was 
however, a conscious one, both names continued to some extent in use.^ Here 
already the Latin conception civkas is being replaced by the German loan-word 
burgus,^ This becomes more general in the Frankish period, so that burgus is 
used not only instead of civitas —besides the two cases mentioned above, there were 
Wurzburg (earlier Uburiis)j^Augshmg (Augusta Vinddicorum)^ and Aschaffenburg 
(Ascafa) —but also instead of vicus^ cf. Bitburg (earlier Beda yicus)^^ and castrum, 
cf. Regensburg (earlier Castra Regina). While in the sixtli century Crosius still 
interprets burgus as a fortified place and Isidore of Seville adopts this explanation 
at the beginning of the seventh century, burghs is already found side by side with 
civitas in a formulary of Tours, belonging to the seventh century.® In the ninth 
century the old Saxon Heliand (c. 830) and Otfried of Weissenburg (c. 868) 
translated the Latin civitas of the Gospels by “ burg ’’ without any distinction 
as to size.® 

Thus in the Carolingian period this change had definitely taken place. The 
old centres of the population and the Gau-forts have become towns, which are 
named according to some local peculiarity, and which give their fortifications 
as a distinguishing mark in cases where the Roman name is preserved. The walling 
of German towns was not undertaken for the first time in the twelfth century."^ 
Long before then, in the early Middle Ages, town-fortifications were built which 
had some connection with the Roman ones.® Recent excavations in Frankfiirt- 
on-Main, for example, have shown that as early as Carolingian times the town was 
walled, partly in imitation of Roman practice.® 

The term villa ’’ did not always mean an open place without walls, as used 
often to be falsely assumed. Cases are found in which documents describe the 
same place sometimes as civitas^ sometimes as castrurrij and sometimes as villa 
puhlica.^^ We have already seen that vici were walled. Further, the expression 
curds regia or curtis publica^ which is used for some towns in the Carolingian 
period (for example, Salzburg and Regensburg ^^), has been wrongly under¬ 
stood. The assumption that curtis implied a single homestead, and that where it 
is used to describe a town only one or several homesteads in the town are meant 
is wrong.^^ Waitz has pointed out the more comprehensive significance of curtis 

^ C£ Gregory of Tours, Hist. Franc.^ x, 19 ; op. cit., 433, and for Salzburg, the so-called Breves 
Notitiae (c. 820), Salzburg, UB.^ i, 17 f. 

® Also E. Norden, Die german. UrgescL in Tacitus* Germania, 492, note i. 

® Cf. J. Schnetz, “ Herkunft des Namens Wurzburg,” Progr. Lohr. a.M., 1916. 

^ It is called Bedense castrum in 715 in a charter of Duke Amulf. MG. DD., i, 96, No. 7. 

® See Germ, edit, ii^, 386, note 243, 387, note 246. 

® Cf. K. Hegel, “Lateinische Worter u. deutsche Begriffe,” N. Arch., xviii, 212. 

’ Rietschel, Das Burggrafenamt, 203, 214 f. 

® Gerlach, Der Entstekimg. der Stadth^est., 40 if. Also K. Schumacher, Siedelungs- u. Kulturgesch. 
d. BJieinlande, ii, 169 ff. (1923). 

^ Cf. Chr, L. Thomas, “ Die erste Stadtmauer von Frankfurt Ber. d. rom. german. Korn- 

mission, 1904, 74 ff. 

So Passau; cf. Mon. Boica, 2&, 67, No. 85 ; 68, No. 86; 62, No. 76; cf. also Gerlach, op. 
cit., 20. 

Ibid-, 61, No. 75: curte puhlica, qui dicitur Salrpurc’. also 6?. No. 81. 

1^2 Ibid., 68, No. 86. 

Keutgen, Untersuchungen iiher d. Ursprung d. deutschen StadtveTfassung, 50. 
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and I have collected elsewhere the relevant examples from the Carolingian period.^ 
The science of the spade has taught us that the Frankish or publico) was 

usually fortified and walled.^ Thus, it is understandable that this term might some¬ 
times be used to imply a town. Palatium also originally meant the same as ttoAcs*, 
i.e. the Burg, in Lithuanian pilis (from pilti^ to pile up).^ This agrees with the parallel 
administrative position which they occupied. As in the western (Roman) 
provinces of the Frankish kingdom, the civitas was the centre of the count*s 
dominions and the seat of the count, so in other parts of the kingdom was the 
curtis dominica)^ Schuchhardt has shown that in North-West Germany several 
towns later developed out of the Frankish curtes or fortified homesteads.^ Thus, 
in Inner Germany, too, the roots of later town development are to be found in 
this early period. Even though there were here no towns which complied with the 
legal definition of a later period, a special line of development was already 
emerging, raising these centres of the new seigneurial administration above the 
numerous villages and burgs in the open country and giving them a privileged 
position, which must have had important social and economic repercussions. 

Valuable information may be obtained about the position and economic 
importance of towns in this early period, by trying to determine their conditions 
of setdement and population. It may be safely assumed that there were many 
different types, and there was certainly no uniformity or similarity. In many 
towns, especially the larger ones, the Mng owned landed property, as is evident 
from the existence of palaces or royal residences {palatium). This is the case even 
in towns other than those in the West where palatii usually occur—Cologne, 
Metz, Coblenz, Worms, Andemach and Regensburg, Strasburg and Basel.® 
In some towns there was also a royal mint.'^ Moreover, we must assume that the 
king possessed other land in the towns, since we often find royal land given to 
the Church.® In the towns of the Rhineland the olderchurches often lay within the 
king’s palace and were originally royal chapels.^ The large possessions of the king 
in the towns were probably due to the fact that he considered himself, both there 
and in the country, the legal successor of the Roman fiscus. As early as the fourth 
century under the Emperor Julian, and again in the first half of the fifdi century, 
the communal land in the Roman towns was confiscated, to enrich in part the 
Church, and in part the fiscus and the nobles.^® When the Germans conquered 
these towns in Rie fifth and sixth centuries, and brought them into permanent 
dependence on themselves, the natural result of the new administration was that 
the kings annexed the Roman fiscal property. 

As has been said, the Church gained considerably from these confiscations. 
Attempts have even been made to attribute its immense property to this source, 


^ Cf. examples in my Wirtschaftsentwicklung der Karolznger^ieit^ i, 144 ff. 

2 Cf. K. Riibei, Die Franken, 14 ff., and C. Schuchhardt, Atlas vorgeschicM. Befestigungan in 
Niedersachsen, vii. 

® Schuchhardt, Ilbergs N, Jh.^ xxi, 308, note 2 

^ Cf. references by Waitz, F’G., iii, 389, who here surprisingly regards curds as being a single 
homestead. See also Giegory of Tours, Hist. Franc.^ viii, 36, ix, 36. 

® Zeitschr. d. Histor. Ver. /. Niedersacksen^ 1903? 25 £ 

® See above, 73 ff. 

Prou, Les Hlonnaies Merovingiennes. EinL^ xlviii. 

® Cf. the collection of examples in S. Rietschel, Civitas^ So £ 

® Renard, op. cit., 89. 7^ 1 

^0 Cf. H, Brunner, “ Die Erbpacht der Formelsammlungen von Angers und Tours ,Forschmgen 
Gesch. d. deutsch. u. franios. Rechts.^ 669 ff. 
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on the assumption that the Church in particular enriched itself at the expense of 
urban property in the fourth and fifth centuries.^ But one of the important 
sources of ecclesiastical wealth in the towns was also the accumulation, little by 
little, of property transferred to it by private persons and bequeathed by the 
faithful. It is significant how often, according to Gregory of Tours, legacies were 
left to the Church in the sixth century in the towns of GauL^ When the citizens of 
Paris saw their property threatened by King Chilperic in 584, they hastily 
bequeathed it to the Church.® In the case of Germany the earliest references in 
the landbooks to property held by bishops and monasteries in the towns have been 
collected.^ They are very numerous, yet they do not afford even an approximately 
complete idea of the real condition of affairs, because the earliest sources of this 
type are no longer in existence.^ In the earliest of the old Frankish formularies, 
the Church appears as the proprietor of tenements held in hereditary leases 
including also urban sites.® A list (possibly dating from the Carolingian period) 
of areae belonging to the monastery of Lorsch in the town of Mainz still exists, 
in which no fewer than forty-five are entered, with their position in streets, public 
squares, near gates, etc.^ 

Besides the royal and ecclesiastical property in the towns there was also a 
considerable amount of land owned by secular persons, not always by nobles but 
also by numerous freemen. This is proved on the one hand by die same western 
formularies (Angers and Tours), and on the other by the ecclesiastical landbooks.® 
Mention may also be made of some occasional remarks in Gregory of Tours, as 
for example about the property of the High Chamberlain Eberulf,® or the property 
of the meliores natu in Paris and also his story that during the siege of the town 
of Comminges (Haute Garonne) the inhabitants received their provisions from 
the granaries and store-rooms of a rich landowner there.^^ There can be no question 
of a population of dependent tenants with limited freedom in the west Frankish 
formularies ; the owners of those properties must have been freemen, some 
drawn from a higher rank, as we learn from the titles used to describe them (yir or 
domnus magnijicus). They appear both as givers and receivers of land. 

A striking and peculiar feature of the urban land leases {Bodenleihe) of that 
time is the separation of the ownership rights of house and land.^® Having 
established this, Caro has made the suggestion that the Roman towns of Germany 
preserved a special law of land leases which, owing to its suitability to certain 
conditions, was later transferred to the newly founded towns.^^ ‘‘ The urban 
emphyteosis {Burg- und Weichbildrecht) and the hereditary holding of the Tours 
formulary,” he said, “ are very similar.” I may add that in the formulary the 

^ Hegel, Gesch. d. Stadteverfassung von i, 73. 

* Cf. Hist. Franc.^ vi, 45; vii, 22; ix, 26; x, 29. 

® Ibid., vi, 45. 

* Rietschel, Civitas^ 82. 

® See my remarks in Wirtschaftsentwicklung der Karolingeriekj 4 fE 

* Cf. especially Form. Marculf.y ii, 2; MG, FF.y 90. 

7 Cod. Laureshamy i, 5, No. 2 = 2, 346-7; also Ed. Schroder in my Wirtschaftsentwicklung der 
Karolingeriezt, i®, X2i £ 

® Cf. Form. Andecav.y 37. 

^ Hist. Franc., vii, 22: domus inframuranea. 

^0 Ibid., vi, 45, 

Ibid., vii, 37. 

Loening, Dcls Kirchenrecht der Meromnger, ii, 717 if. ; Brunner, op. cit., 663. 

Cf. Form. Turon.y 42. 

S tadtische Erhleihe :^ut Karolingerieit, 390. 
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expression burgus is used with civitas to describe the position of homesteads.^ 
Actually, these forms of free hereditary tenure are the characteristic expression 
of the economic administration of a free population, though former!}^ It was 
thought that they owed their creation to the rise of towns in the tt^^elfth century.^ 
Thus a free landowning population was certainly already in existence at that time 
in the towns.^ 

Further, we must assume that in some towns at any rate there was another 
class of inhabitants, i.e. the soldiery. The importance (already mentioned else¬ 
where in this book) of the towns and burgs as places of defence against attack 
and also as places of refuge for the surrounding population in war time must not 
be forgotten. In the late Roman period we already find milim castellanL Germans 
also were employed for this purpose, especially to garrison fortified places. This 
fact is still so well known to Orosius (sixth century) that he actually tries to derive 
the name of the Burgundians from it, because they were already scattered among 
the castra in the time of Drusus and Tiberius and the forts along the limes were 
called burgs.^ Isidore of Seville copies this passage from Orosius and speaks of 
hurgarii ^; it is, however, doubtful whether the name and tlie thing itself w^ere 
still actually in use in Spain, or whether it was simply scholarly tradition in the 
archaically-minded Isidore.® 

For the sixth century it can be proved that the counts, in charge of the 
government and military security of the towns, maintained their soldiery, milites 
or viri fortioresy whose especial duty it was to guard the gates.*^ This is also con¬ 
sistent with the fact that in the later Edict of Pistes (864) Charles the Bold describes 
the guard in the town as antiqua consuetudo? Similar conditions are found in the 
towns and castella of the Visigoths in Southern Gaul,® and of the Ostrogoths and 
Lombards in ItalyConcerning Ravenna, Apollinaris Sidonius refers to the 
milites in exactly Ae same way as they are mentioned in later documents as 
regards Commacchio, Mantua, and Piacenza at the beginning of the eighth century.^^ 

Finally, we must also assume that in the towns there were freemen engaged 
in industry and trade (merchants) and I shall deal with these in the next two 
chapters. There must also have been a large unfree population, the tenants^* 
and servants of the landowners and merchants. Certain sections of the population 
in the towns were made up of poor beneficiaries and receivers of alms, the Matri- 
culariL It is only recently that research has revealed the importance of this group.^® 
They were, at least in part, freemen and performed the humbler services for the 
Church. 


^ Op. cit., MG, FF., 158. ® See K. Lampredit, D,W,L, ,i, 2, 93,1. 

^ '3 Also Stimming, “Die Stadt Mainz in Karol, zeit.,” Westdeutsche Zeitsckiift, 31, 145 t 
^ Hist., vii, 32. ® Origines, ix, 4, 

, • 6 Dahn,- Konige, vi, 313 £ Hist., xvii, 8, 3; on Riibei’s \iew that the Sailii = castdlam, see 

Germ, edit., ii^, 387 ff. ^ .... , ^ 

' ^ C£ Gregory of Tours, Hist. Franc., v, 48, 49 ; vi, 45; vii, 29 ; ix, 36; x, 2 ; also in, iS. 

8 MG; Capit. ii, 322. . ' Cf. Dahn, Kdmge, 21 5 - 

Ct Hegel, 3 ’tnAevar/airan^, i, 480 ff. J Diehl, op. dt, 42, 112 £; L. M. Hartmann, 

Untersuchungen, 57 If. 

ij 8 5 MG. 8, 13* 

Troya, Cod. SpL Longoh., No. 480 (730), 566 (744)* 

C£ Stimming, op. cit., 155 If. 

Cf. S. Rietschel, Civitas, 85 £, and Stinuning, op. cit., 143 £ 

Cf. Keutgen, Amter und Zunfte (1903), 31 £, and A. Poschl, Bisckqfsgut and Mensa Episcap^p 
I, 105 If. (1908), and Lesne, Hist, de la Proprieti Ecclisiastique en France, i, 380 If. (1910), and K, 
Schaefer, Annul, d. Histor. Her. f. d. Nied-Phein, xcviii, 64} note 4- 
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The merchants already had their own quarter in the towns. Gregory of Tours 
gives a vivid picture of his own town ; he describes the wanderings of a count who 
went round the traders’ dwellings, looking for jewels, weighing silver, and examin¬ 
ing ornaments in order to purchase them.^ In another passage he tells of a fire in Paris 
prophesied by a woman, who said that a man who had set fire to all the merchants’ 
dwellings one after the other had appeared before her in a dream.^ The merchants’ 
quarter appears at that time to have been simated near the outer wall of the town, 
in the neighbourhood of the southern gate. In various towns in Gaul, the Syrians 
and Jews had a special quarter.^ This is true of Trier also, where their tombstones, 
belonging to the fifth century, have been found.^ Bishop Salvianus of Marseilles 
tells of contemporary merchants and bands of Syrians who had almost taken 
possession of the chief part of every town.^ In the Rhenish towns, such as Mainz 
and Worms, the Frisian merchants and traders had their own quarters in suitable 
positions,® at latest in Carolingian times and probably earlier, for their trade 
must have taken them to these towns long before this.’ 

Moreover, trade and commerce gave a special impetus in the towns of that 
period to the formation of another class of people, the hired workers. These 
appear fairly generally in the sources of the time, and are both free and unfree. 
Their connection with trade and commerce is clearly seen in the Visigothic Law, 
in which foreign traders and merchants from overseas are forbidden to engage 
hired labour from the Gothic settlements for their trade.® The same law also for¬ 
bids the Jews in particular to keep free or unfree Christians in their protection or 
service, or to hire them as workers.® Even at that time, therefore, free journeymen 
were available.^® The decrees of the Councils of Orleans (541) and Macon (583) 
show that similar conditions existed in the Frankish kingdom. Reference is made 
to earlier Church regulations, on the subject of unfree Christians, who are in the 
service of Jews in the towns; these are allowed to purchase their liberty if they 
do not wish to serve the Jews voluntarily.^^ The fact that the later Council 
formulates this right of unfree Christians to ransom themselves seu ad ingenu- 
itatem seu ad servitium shows that not every service was forbidden, but only 
those services which deprived the Christians of personal freedom. The definition 
of hired labour given by Isidore of Seville in the seventh century serves to illustrate 
this point: mercennarii sunt qui serviunt accepta mercede, His later comments 
on the subject make it clear that his explanation applies especially to heavy 
manual labour. It should be noticed that where he is speaking of the urban 
population, Isidore entitles his explanation de civihus. Reference may also be 
made to a passage in Gregory of Tours, which describes the profits derived by 
merchants in 585 from a famine, during which they enormously raised the prices 


1 Hhu Franc, y vi, 32. 

2 Ibid., viii, 33. 

® Cf. SchefFer-Boichorst, in Mitteil d. Jnst., vi, 535, and Council of Macon (583), c. 16, MG. 


ConciL, I, 159. 

^ SchefFer-B., op. cit., 534. 

® De guhernatione Deiy iv, § 69, MG. AA.y i, 49. 

® Armal. Fuldens. for 886. 

’ Cf. below, Chapter XI, (ii) Trade. 

® xi, 3, 3 : MG. LL.y sect, i, t. i, 404. 

* xii, 2, 14; op. cit., 420. 

Cf. also Dahn, Baustezne, ii, 320 ff. 
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ever to bind themselves to a Jew in unfree service. Op. cit., 159. 
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of the necessaries of life (com and wine) at the expense of the people ; as a con¬ 
sequence of this, poor people hired themselves out to get food.^ A Visigothic 
formula of the seventh century shows that economic need brought about similar 
conditions of service in the country.^ In Italy, too, there were large numbers 
of hired labourers, among whom some w^ere certainly freemen. The Edict of 
Rothari (643) has decrees concerning the operarii whose ser\dces may be hired.^ 
Perhaps these were also the minimi homines qui nec casas nee terras suas habent 
mentioned in the summons to arms of King Luitprand (726), for they are kept 
back to some extent to enable them, if exempted from military duties, to perform. 
tres opera weekly for the judge.^ 

What I have said about the origin of such hired labour makes it compre¬ 
hensible that in England, where trade developed early, hired labourers appear in 
the old royal laws and their legal position is defined. They are mentioned in 
Ine’s Laws (688-695), where they are clearly unfree.® They appear again in the 
Laws of Wihtraed (695-6).® In Alfred’s Laws (871-899), where certain days 
are set free for freemen, it is added prater servis et pauperibus operariis ; the 
latter are called in Anglo-Saxon esne-wyrhtanj unfree hired labourers. At the same 
time it is laid down that they have the right to dispose as they like (in alms) of their 
earnings on the days when they are exempt from statute labour.’^ Thus even 
the unfree earn wages in their free time, which they can add to dieir own savings.® 
Even though here it is mainly the unfree who are referred to, I cannot agree with 
Liebermann that only these are included. The Laws of Alfred, which are more 
clearly expressed, place the unfree and the hired labourers side by side with the 
freemen,® i.e. they distinguish between the unfree and the hired labourers. 
Probably, therefore, there were poor freemen who hired themselves out for heavy 
manual labour. Working for strangers then reduced them from the position 
of freemen to a station half-way between free and unfree. 

On the basis of the facts we have established about conditions of settlement 
and population in the towns, we may now attempt a more correct estimate of 
their relative importance. Economic historians have been accustomed to regard 
them as quite unimportant in these early days, and have looked upon this period 
as one in which there were practically no towns. An exception was made only 
for the west and south. In Germany, moreover, only the old Roman towns 
received any consideration. In the words of Sombart: Civilization in general 
was primitive and completely rural. No towns and no urban life existed in the 
wide territory of the Frankish emperor.” But a number of general principles 
concerning fhe causes and bases of urban development were advanced which 
applied equally to this early period.^^ 

As a matter of fact, in Aese pre-Carolingian towns (as we have seen) besides 
the territorial lords there were a considerable number of other people who formed 


^ Hist. Franc., vii, 45 : op. cit., 322. 

® MG. FF., 591, No. 36. 
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an important group of consumers. The two main theories which have previously 
been produced to explain the appearance of towns, the so-called Landgemeinden 
theory and the market theory, suffer in my opinion from the fact that they have 
paid too little attention to this early period and have taken into account only the 
later stages of development, from about the tenth century onwards. Significant 
objections to the market theory have been raised; merchants could not have 
caused the birth of towns ; rather they presuppose the existence of a nucleated 
group of consumers.^ 

On the other hand, the kings themselves certainly did not systematically set 
up markets on their domains.^ The line ofdevelopment must be traced much farther 
back and emerged slowly and gradually out of small beginnings. We must go 
back to Roman and even pre-Roman Celtic and old German times to distinguish 
the different roots of this urban growth. The old Gau- and folk-communities were 
the starting point. Their centres were militarily, politically, and economically 
important, because, like the Roman towns in Italy and Gaul, they were the seat 
of government, of worship, and of trade.^ Not only were these civitates the fulcrum 
of the military control of the country, but they also served as places of refuge for 
the inhabitants, which caused them to be walled round at an early stage. More¬ 
over, they were situated at important junctions of communication, at cross-roads 
and along roads naturally suited for traffic. The Romans had already provided 
these witii castra and fortifications. But the military and trade routes also ran by 
them and, indeed, were purposely laid in their direction. The Germans continued 
to use and maintain them, as in the case of the old Frankfiart-on-Main.^ They must, 
therefore, have been important in commerce and trade in very early times; 
moreover, there were also markets in the centres of the Roman Gaus, the vicL^ 

Economic historians have underestimated the importance of the towns of 
this early period, chiefly because it was assumed that no trade or commerce was 
taking place at the time ; the age was regarded as one in which a purely natural 
economy prevailed and in which there existed a more or less circumscribed form 
of domestic economy, which was self-supporting and self-sufficing. The next 
chapter will show how incorrect these theories are. Even during the so-called 
age of migrations at the end of the third century we have proof of markets in the 
towns of Gaul, to which the German coloni round about brought their farm 
produce for sale.® Regular markets (nundinae) are mentioned in Clermont by 
Apollinarius Sidonius ’; in the earliest formularies (of Angers and Tours) fora 
in civitate are described as regular features of the town.® We saw that they were 
also to be found in the castella on the limes,^ Moreover, Tacitus says that the 
Hermunduri came to the Augsburg markets for trading purposes.^® 

It is well known that the great Gallic towns of the West were centres for the 
whole surrounding territory (civitates)^ as regards the administration of the Gau, 

^ Sombart, op., cit., i, 175. ^ ^ 
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the bishopric, and military ^ and financial ^ matters. Here were the custom-houses 
and mints, which produced the money necessary for trade. Here public courts 
of justice were held ; the mallus publicus in civitate often occurs in documents.^ 
But this is true of Gau-communities in general. Already in Celtic times they had 
their own places of worship,^ and in German times the Gau-temples were to be 
found in the Gau-burg or near it^; after the introduction of Christianity 
they were often the centres of the new religious communities, the parishes. The 
Germans, who often, as the adoption of the old Gau-names shows,® took over 
these Gaus, turned them into military and judicial communities {centena)- In their 
centre (vicus) was the mallus puhlicus ; here the count not only held his court of 
justice but received the oath of fealty from all free subjects {leudesamio) and probably 
also recruited the men who were capable of bearing arms. 

The coinage of this period reveals particularly strikingly the extraordinary 
importance of the vici of the Gau-communities in Merovingian times. A 
hitherto inexplicable phenomenon which has caused numismatists much trouble, 
viz. the fact that in the inscriptions on the coins of this period not only dvitates^ 
but numerous vki are named, and the terms pagus and mallus even appear, can 
now be properly cleared up.^ The only explanation that even die greatest 
authority on Merovingian coins, M. Prou, could offer was that these coins must 
have been struck in the chief places of the pagi,^ These Gau-centres,® like the 
dvitates^ were centres of trade ; here economic goods, such as necessities and 
provisions in general, were exchanged. Here, then, we have the beginnings of a 
development which has been described in later towns as if it were peculiar to 
urban economy and hitherto unknown.^® 

Towns and town civilization did not appear for the first time in Central 
Europe in and after the tenth century. It has been show that the often quoted 
measures of Henry I, the Saxon king, differed in no way from the customs actually 
in practice earlier in the Carolingian period.^ They emerged gradually from much 
earlier foundations. The frontier problem and the extension of the national 
government from time to time played an important part. The natural need of 
protection against attack was a primitive one, and even in Roman times it brought 
about the erection of castra and the walling of drkates and vkL It was no accident 
that most of the earlier towns lay along the limes^ especially on the Rhine and 
Danube. When the limes advanced to the Main and the Rhine and Danube were 
connected, the Main (Frankfurt) gained in importance.^^ When later Frankish 
rule extended over the Rhine and the tribes on the right of the Rhine were con¬ 
quered, we find that in those districts, also, the lands of the Alemanni, Saxons, 
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Thuringians, and Bavarians, the old centres of Gau- and folk-communities 
became more important, especially as the spread of Christianity caused the 
establishment of episcopal sees. Charles the Great and the later Carolingians 
carried on a process which the Merovingians (especially Theudebert) had already 
introduced and set in motion. There followed the building of royal residences, 
palaces, and frontier fortifications {Burgen), which, like the trading stations, were 
clearly directly linked up with the preceding development of folk-, Gau-, and refuge- 
burgs, of nobles’ seats, and of centres of justice and heathen worship. Like the 
Roman limes the extending frontiers of the newly-conquered territory played an 
important part in the development of towns, which served as centres of military 
protection and government for these conquests, and as trading-places for frontier 
commerce. The East and North became increasingly important. As in the second 
half of the ninth century the centre of gravity of the Frankish kingdom shifted 
from the West, where it had been a century earlier, so the period of the Saxon 
kings marked another stage in this great expansion eastward of town life. More¬ 
over, with this change in political conditions, older towns lost their earlier 
importance.^ 

But this advance towards the East into Inner Germany does not mark the first 
appearance of town life in the German civilization of the early Middle Ages. 
Already in pre-Carolingian times its influence on the whole social and economic 
development is not to be underrated. Even though, at any rate in the German 
towns, there may have been no continuity with the old Roman municipal organiza¬ 
tion, nevertheless it was in this period that the foundations were laid for the 
development of a new organization. The king, and soon afterwards the bishops, 
created an urban regime which was the precursor of the great German municipal 
system. It was possible for the citizens to free themselves from this rule and the 
judicial power exercised by it, in both military and economic matters, and to attain 
to self-government and political independence in the later Middle Ages, the great 
period of the German towns. They were able to do this only because in this early 
period the seeds of future prosperity had been sown. Free citizens were 
already at this time the active elements in industry, trade, and financial enterprise. 

^ See Germ, edit., ii®, 399. 



Chapter XI 

INDUSTRY AND TRADE 


(i) Industry 


T heories as to the nature and extent of industry in pre-Carolingian times are 
closely related to those on the decline of the Roman town and ^primitive 
German civilization after the so-called age of the migrations. This is inevitable. 
The logical corollary of the theory that the conflicts of tlie migration period 
caused a breach in the continuity of civilization is the theory that the Germans 
were mainly occupied with agricultural pursuits, and had not time to develop 
industries. A very minor importance was therefore attached to most industries 
and, owing to the influence of the manorial theory, it was assumed that they were 
carried on only on the great estates, in order to supply Aeir own demand. ^'Die 
theory of the medieval “ closed household economy ’ advanced by political 
economists ^ lent weight to these arguments. It was held that all the necessities of 
life were produced within the household, or within a larger but clearly defined 
agricultural unit, no surplus remaining for the market of which the household 
or estate was quite independent, save for a few articles which were not to be found 
in the country. Later, at the earliest in the tenth century, the growth of towns 
created a demand for an industry independent of the great estates, so that free 
manual labour was able to develop out of that which earlier was bound by the 


custom of the manor.^ i i j- • 

The question now arises as to whether the economic and political conditions 

on which this theory is based really prevailed during die period in question. The 
views which have been widely held concerning the primitive character of German 
economy in pre-Carolingian times are no longer tenable, based as thoy are on 
pure theory and absolutely irreconcilable with contemporary sources. The smdy 
of pre-history has made it clear that German civilization is far older than has heen 
supposed, and had reached an advanced stage long before the Christian era. 
Finds attributed to the Bronze Age have led Varges to the conclusion that at that 
tinie there were professional craftsmen among the Germans turning out pro nets 
intended for sale and not for personal use.^ After the period of the migrations, 
however, when the Germans settled dovm permanently m the old Roman 
provinces, there is no doubt that a “ pure household economy ” no longer epsted. 
The description of general social and economic conditions given earher m this 
book must have made it sufEciently obvious that such a self-supporting domestic 
economy was not the general rule, either among the mass of common freemen, 
whose holdings, even at this time, were of widely different sizes, or among the 
great estates, the lands composing which often consisted of a number of lots 
scattered and intermingled with those of other landowners.® 


1 See especially C. Biiclier, Die Entstehimg der Folkswirtschaft, 5th edit. (1906), 9a E, ntli edit. 
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The whole theory of the closed household economy and the “ autarchy’’ (i.e. 
self-sufficient production) of the great estate of the Middle Ages is clearly based 
on a very shaky foundation. Its main argument is derived from two Carolingian 
documents, the Capitulate de Villis and the plan of St. Gall. Earlier scholars were 
completely misled by the statement in the former that a great number of handicrafts¬ 
men were kept on royal domains. But the Brevium Exempla of the same period has 
already shown that in actual practice those regulations were not adhered to, even on 
the royal lands.^ On a previous occasion, in challenging the earlier interpretation 
of this decree, I pointed out that c. 42 clearly shows how few of the necessary 
utensils were already in the possession of the domains and how they had, 
in fact, to be bought from outside.^ The importance of the plan of St. Gall, in 
which we find quarters for numerous different industrial workers, has greatly 
diminished to-day, for we know that it is merely a general scheme, an ideal picture,^ 
which comes nowhere near the reality.^ The plan was never carried out and was 
merely an advisory document issued in connection with the Aachen Reform of 816. 
Moreover, it has hitherto passed unnoticed that the demand that industry should 
be carried on within the walls of the monastery was decidely inspired by the 
negative principle of the monastic rule, i.e. the desire to shut off the outside world 
{clausttare)^^ and not by the possession of positive economic resources, or any 
intention of producing everything within the house ”. 

Erroneous descriptions of conditions in the late Roman period have also 
helped to preserve the old “ manorial ” theory. In 1891 Max Weber maintained 
that attempts were made to render the great estates completely independent of 
the state ”, by providing them with their own industrial workers.® The only 
passage with which he supports his theory, however, comes out of Palladius and 
does not in any way justify such a sweeping conclusion."^ Since his time we have 
learnt more about Roman estate-management. Gummerus has shown ® that there 
were no professionally trained industrial workers among the slaves on the estate. 
Certain persons living on the estate performed the ordinary work of carpenters 
and joiners and the easier crafts of wicker-working and rope-making, but the 
more difficult handicrafts which were required had to be undertaken by hired 
labour, unless the job was given out to a contractor, as was the case with house¬ 
building. Otherwise, the raw material produced on the estate was probably given 
to town craftsmen to be worked up. Most industrial products, however, were 
bought ready-made from die craftsmen and traders of the neighbourhood; as, 
for example, all pottery and metal wares, the finer baskets and ropes, and waggons 
of various kinds. Even the tunics, cloaks, and patched clothes of the slaves were 
not made at home ; they preferred to sell raw wool and bought the clothes in 
Rome. Smaller landowners had no craftsmen at all of their own. Men skilled 
in a trade represented too great a capital investment for owners to be able to run 
the risk of losing them by an early death. ^ 

We know to-day that Palladius relies on the earlier Scrip tores rei rusticae and 
usually merely gives an extract from them. Thus, die brief information which he 

^ V. Below, Zeitschr.f, So^. u. WG., v, 129, Keutgen, Amter u. Ziinfte, 14. 
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gives may be understood from the more detailed descriptions of Varro. From 
Varro we learn that it was only in order that the employees on the estate should 
not have to leave their regular agricultural work/ where an estate (fiindus) was 
far from town or village, that the estate-craftsmen made the most necessary 
articles. Otherwise hired slaves were employed for craft-work.^ Travelling 
artisans were often used, such as doctors, fullers, and builders (^fahrt) of \^arious 
kinds. The same was true also of potters, tailors, painters, and other craftsmen 
necessary on the estate. Most manufactured articles were bought. Only the 
ordinary industrial work of the estate, especially repairs, was excuted by a few 
craftsmen of its own.^ There is, therefore, no question of a closed domestic 
economy here ; these late Roman estate industries were in no sense autarchical . 
On the contrary, the estates had to rely on the professional industry of the neigh¬ 
bouring towns for most products of this kind. 

Early medieval sources paint a similar picture. The enumeration of the 
necessary equipment for every royal estate in the Capitulare ie Villis^ ^ die 
complement to the advice given by Palladius. Even those royal estates which were 
described as models (about 800) obviously did not possess all the necessary 
industrial products and—just as in Palladius—measures had /o be taken to 
prevent the procuring of these from interfering with regularity of wmrk on 
the estate. To this must be added another exhortation in the same royal decree, 
which impresses upon the intendant of the royal estates the necessity of keeping 
the tenants hard at wmrk, so that they should not wander round the^ towns^ and 
markets enjo3ting themselves.'^ The similarity of diese passages is ob\iou^ 
Similar economic organizations have naturally given rise to similar interests and 
needs. And the inventory of various royal estates still preserved in tlie statistics 
of c. 817 (the so-called Brevium exempla ad descnhendas res ecclesiasticas^ etfiscahs)^ 
is also a sure testimony to the fact diat here there w^ere no trained handi¬ 


craftsmen.^ 

These examples drawn from the early Carolingian period render it all Ae 
more unlikely that a self-sufficing organization existed on the great estat^ of the 
previous period. What actual examples have proved for the early medieval period, 
starting with the Carolingians, must likewise be true of pre-Carolingian Mes—- 
namely, that the great estates did not supply themselves with necessanes, but 
bought them in the market.^ A few especially typical cases may be mennoned. 
Gregory of Tours describes a poor wool-worker (anifex lananae) wffio is called 
in to manufacture the royal stock of woollen goods.® Just as here in Paris, un er 
King Charibert I (d. 567), craftsmen from outside the royal estate w'ere at times 
employed to manufacture raw material produced there, so also the ecdesiastical 
estates did not always produce manufactured goods for themselves. There are 
in existence numerous seventh cenmry royal privileges releasing monasuc 
houses from customs duty in order that they might buy what they needed; 
garments for the monks are specially mentioned.® A formula from Marcuit s 
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3 c. 42: MG.^ Capit. I, 87. 


2 Ibid., 93. 

^ c. 54: op. cit, 88. 


® Cf OD cit 2^?, c. 29, and mv WirtsckaftsentwicMung der KaroBngerieit, ii, 

’ Cf! V. Mow, Zdtsckr. f. So^. u. WG., v, 147 and “Y Wirtsch^t^entwickhmg 


I6I f. 

d, Karolingerieky 


ii, 169 ff, ^ . 

» CrdifSmer d&ng°Clothi HI in a.d. 66a for Corbie, MG. ^D.^, 35, No. 38 . Simlarly 
^^pMeglo granted by King Theuderich IK in 681 to the monastery of St. Dems, op. cit.,46, No. 31- 


EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 


330 

collection may also be cited in this connection.^ These documents show further¬ 
more that manufactured goods were often brought from a great distance. 
Thus a Corbie charter mentions goods from markets in the South of France, 
and another shows that they c^me to St. Denis from Burgundy and Austrasia. 
The finer and larger industrial products in particular were made by craftsmen 
called in from outside, which proves that even the great estates did not maintain 
highly skilled workers of this type in their households. We are told that 
Bishop Ansbert of Rouen (684-690) summoned a number of craftsmen from 
various provinces to erect a monument to his predecessor, St. Audoen.^ These 
were chiefly jewellers, and gold- and silver-smiths. The abbot of Wearmouth 
Abbey in England sent for glaziers from France to carry out the glazing of his 
church windows.^ 

If, therefore, even the royal and ecclesiastical estates were unable to meet 
their own demand for industrial products and had to buy them from outside, 
it must follow as a corollary that the conditions necessary for the existence of a 
free industry already existed, a fact which has been denied by the supporters of 
the manorial theory.^ For if the great estates were not self-sufficient as regards 
the servants at their disposal, naturally the smaller lords and the great mass of 
freemen were still less so. It has been rightly emphasized that it was just tliese 
classes of the population who found it necessary to supplement their economic 
needs from without.^ The assumption that they were supplied widi industrial 
products by the manorial servants ® is quite unconvincing in view of the fact that 
the latter could not even meet the lord’s own needs. 

The whole thesis of the manorial origin of industry really arose from the 
old manorial ” explanation of the origin of towns in Germany, according to 
which no towns were supposed to have existed throughout the whole of the 
pre-Carolingian period. Earlier in this book, it has been shown that many towns 
already existed in Germany, with markets in them and outside them, where an 
interchange of economic produce between town and country could take place. 
The assumption that the economic bases of the German organization were purely 
agricultural is quite incorrect."^ 

Let us now consider the causes that determined the development of industry. 
According to Seeliger the connection with Roman civilization and the increasing 
need of technically trained craftsmen brought into being a class of free crafts¬ 
men.® He thinks that these influences were first felt in Italy in the seventh century, 
and then began to spread from Roman territory farther and farther into the 
German north and east. 

But Roman conditions did not begin to exert this influence for the first time 
in the seventh century. It had made itself felt already at the time of the foundation 
of the German kingdoms on the territory of the old Roman Empire, and probably 
even earlier, during the period of the migrations.^ In connection with the Flemish 
wool industry, for instance, Pirenne has pointed out that the existence of the 
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natural conditions necessary for pasture and sheep-farming make it probable that 
there was continuity of production here from late Roman umesA Similar tacK 
have been established for potters,^ locksmiths,^ coopers,s tilers (Strasburg .) and 
glaziers » in the districts of the Rhine and Main, and for metal workers in the 
Danube-landsA Who, moreover, was responsible for Ae jewelle^ found in 
excavations, and where can the Germans have procured it. That exce ent sc o ar 
of early industrial history, M. Heyne, speaking of the German jewellery says: 

“ Here we find work, the best of which is of a high artistic value, even by modern 
standards, and which helps to explode the fairy-tale of a low-grade_ civilization and 
art among the German peoples in the period of the migrations. _ He is 
attacking in particular the theories of L. M. Hartmann, whose conclusions con¬ 
cerning the lack of culture and art among the Lombards ’’ he describes as wholly 

false . • j j 

Other factors, too, are in this early period behind the increasing demand 

and the possibilities of meeting it. Great importance has rightly been attributed 
to the Church from the Carolingian period onwards, paruculariy m the “^val 
episcopal towns, since it was responsible for great activity m the buildin„_ o 
cLrches and chapels. But the Church is equally important in the period 
following upon the introduction of Christianity and its recognmon as the state- 
religion ; indeed, in the extent of its power over economic orgamzation in genera , 
it w^ perhaps more influential then than later. The great wealth the Ch^.^h 

acquired through pious gifts, above all from the German kings, enabled 
chmches and equip them splendidly. It has been pointed out that the architecmra 
development of the towns, which according to this view was the reason for *e^ 
rapid rise in the eleventh century, was chiefly due to_ the ecclesiastic^ p ^ 
who ruled there. But this is already evident in the sixfli “utup^- 
accounts in Gregory of Tours,^ and in the lives of the saints of die Merovmgian 
period “ anidea ran be gained of the pride of the vanous bishops in thee^ipment 
of their sees with magSficent buildings, and of their attempts to 
other. It is not true that the building industry as such was unkno^ in gemany 
in early times.^i Not only was this industry encouraged, but also others whiA w ^ 
needed^ for the internal decoration of the churches, such "Y’Tg^^ng « 
work in metals, ivory, and jewels, together with painting and bell-founjng, 
wL equally demanded and prized. The m^ng of wax candks and 
the glass industry were likewise stimulated,!^ for die windows of ^se 
F^lish churches were already glazed,!^ as they were among the 

1 Pirenne, “ Drags de Prise ou drags de Flandre? ”, FiertelMrschr. f. Sap a. JTG., 1909. 

® See above, 68 f. 

3 Ibid. 69. 

^ Ibid. 77 f. 

5 70. , T r 

® Das altdeutsche Handwerky 55 . 

7 QsscL Italknsy ii, i, 22 E, 32, note 14 (190^)- 

8 Op. cit., Anm. 180. 

9 Cf. Hist, Franc. y iv, 36; v, 36, 45, 46^ X, 31; m, i 7 - 

10 See Germ, edit., ii% 41?. "Ote 44, the Vita Ansheni episc. Rotoma^. 

Inama-Stemegg, D. Wvt-Gesch. (1909). rinrhar I td 161) who painted the walls 

« Gregory of Tours mentions a pamter m the time of Clothar 1 (.d. 5 &D P 

of chapels and rooms; vii, 36. rUrWnlrunde -"nd edit. (18S4), 9, note 2, and p. 79. 

1* Gre?o!/ofS {ffii At”;., via; i5 describes a burial which was cereorian inmtmerahilium 

ornatu^ Gregory of Tours, vii, 29 ; e/ract« ceUolae vitrds. 
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Anglo-Saxons about a.d. 700.^ Organs were also built.^ Finally, it was the 
church which was responsible for the development of luxuries, i.e. of a surplus 
production exceeding both in quality and quantity the demands of immediate : 

necessity. In spite of the assertion that there were no luxury goods at this 
early period, or even in Carolingian times, and that they only appeared much i 

later,^ we have ample documentary evidence for their existence in the pre- 
Carolingian period. Much of this evidence has been collected by M. Heyne ^; 
a good example is to be found in the treasure which King Chilperic (561-584) 
himself showed to Gregory of Tours and which included a great epergne made 
of gold and jewels, weighing 50 pounds, which he had had made for the glory 
of the Frankish people.® Other examples might be added, for instance the 
monument, magnificently adorned with gold and precious stones, which Bishop j 

Ansbert of Rouen (684-690) caused to be erected to his predecessor ®; the 
decoration of the church dedicated “To the Golden Martyrs (later St. Gereon) 
at Cologne, of which Gregory of Tours tell us that admirabili opere ex musivo * 

quodam modo deaurata resplendet ^ ; and lastly the principal church of j 

Chalon-sur-Saone, erected by Bishop Agroecula (d. 580), the roof of which rested I 

on pillars and which was adorned inside with marble and mosaics.® There are 
many examples of the use of luxury silks for purposes of worship,® and finally 
it must be recalled that numerous small ornaments in gold and jewels have been 
found in the course of the excavations of churches.^® 

These finds also yield evidence of the rich use of gold ornaments and objects 
of luxury among secular lords and ladies. Just at that time the great estates 
were appearing, and they gave a new and considerable impulse to industry. 

There was, for example, the equipment of the comitatus with weapons and armour, 
of which Tacitus tells us.^^ The rise of the feudal system and the growth of 
vassalage must have considerably increased the demand for these, and also for 
the work of saddlers and harness-makers for the cavalry. Military levies and 
the need to equip the troops thus raised gave rise to other industries, offering - 

employment to wheelwrights, and workers in iron and wood. It is no accident 
that various folk-laws also mention unfree workmen, especially metal workers 
(sword-cutlers), who were in the service of a great lord and were allowed on 
occasion to work for others.^^ 

The economic organization of the secular estates created new forms of 
industry. Gregory of Tours tells of a case where a noble Gothic land- 
owner was inspired by a monastery to erect a water-mill in imitation of one which 
he had not been allowed to purchase from the monastery.^® New technical 
inventions were made in this early period; the siege of Rome by the 
Goths in 536 led to die discovery- of shipmills.^^ 

^ See above, 330. * Cf. Heyne, Altdeutsches Handwerk^ 197 f. 

® See Sombart, op, cit., i, 62, note i. A I>as altdeutsche Handwerk^ 58 £ 

® Gregory of Tours, Hist. Franc.^ vi, 2. ® See above, 330. 

^ Lib, in gloria martyr,^ c. 61 ; MG. SS. rer, Merov., i, 530. 

® Gregory of Tours, Hist. Franc.,, v, 45. 

® Sch^er-Boichorst, “ Zur Gesch. d. Syrer im Abendlande,"" Mitteil d. Instit.^ 6, 542. 

See Germ, edit., ii\ 416. 

Germania^ c. 14. 

Lex SaL, XXXV, 6 ; Lex Alaman., ii, 81, par. 7 ; Lex Burgund., x, 1-5, and xxi, 2 ; LexVisigot., 
vii, 6, 3, 4. 

jAitae jpatr., xviii, 2j MG. SS. rer. Merov.^ 1, 735. 

Cf* C. Koebne, Vos Recht der MuhUny in Gierke^s Untersuckung^ Ixxi, 15 £ 



INDUSTRY AND TRADE 


333 


Among the leading secular families there was a considerable demand for 
luxuries. M. Heyne has referred to the German love of ornament and their 
strong liking for jewels, to which protective and magic powers were attributed.^ 

In the stories of Gregory of Tours and in the earlier lives of Saints there are 
countless examples of this. Leaving aside the extravagant outfit given by 
Chilperic’s wife to her daughter, Rigunthis, on her Spanish marriage, many 
very valuable treasures were in the possession of dukes and counts outside 
the royal family. Thus Gregory describes the wife of Duke Ranching as being 
loaded with costly ornaments and rare jewels, which shone in a golden glory. 

He describes her treasures thus : tanta in thesauris eius repperierunt^ quanta 
nec in ipso aerarii publice registu pom ant invenire. ^ A similar account is 
given of the wife of Duke Guntchram-Boso.^ The sons of the mayor of the 
palace, Waddo, after robbing merchants and traders, brought to the king among 
the customary yearly presents halteum magnum ex auto lapidishusque prettosts 
ornatum gladiumque mirahile, cuius capulum ex gemmis Hispanis auroque dts- 
positum erat. ® The fact that these annual presents usually consisted ot precious 
metals, cosdy weapons, ornaments, clothes, and noble horses, ^ indicates 
that the givers had large stores of articles of the kind. Mor^ver, on the death 
of rich people, ornaments were placed in their graves- Gregory o^ ours 
relates how a kinswoman of the same Duke Guntchram-Boso was buried with 
magnificent jewels and much gold in a church in Metz.® It is to &is custom 
that we owe the numerous finds of ornaments in excavations. Although it is 
impossible to mention all the countless small examples,® special attention must 
be drawn to the valuables found in the grave of King Childeric (d. 481) m 1 oumai, 
and in the East to the gold recently discovered at Szilagy-Somlo, Petrianra, and 
Petrossaio; the last-named used to be described as the treasure ot the Gothic 
King Athanaric.®^ Secular lords, too, clothed themselves in silk and purple. 
The father of King Clovis was buried by his Hnsmen m a mande 
of purple silk with gold threads.^® In St. Germain-des-Prfes (ne^ Pans) the 
bones of noble Franks were found in silk wrappings. In the time of Apolhnms 
Sidonius actors in Gaul were rewarded with gifts of silk, and in the Lives 
of the Saints we are told that St. Chlodoald and St. Eligius used to wear costly 
silk robes. 

Thus', even at that time the conditions necessary for a firee industry w^e 
present: a class of consumers existed who set up a powerfol demand for industnal 
goods, the production of which required technical traimng and a high ^nar 
of technical ability, and these consumers were prepared to pay the pnee. further¬ 
more, in the towns, the centres of trade and commumcation, there soon appeared 
customers with whose demands the manorial workmen had been unable to co^. 
Gregory of Tours tells us that in his time (sixth century) there were public 
eating-houses in the towns, where waiters served strangers at their desire, an 

1 Ahdeutsches Handwerk, 56, and Deutsche Hau^n^r, ill, 351. 

2 Hist. Franc., vi, 45 - * 9 - 

e ■’ ’ cf wStz' ><?., ii, a, 148 f- 

8 nlf’V? » Cf L. Lindenschmit, Handbuch d , 

^0 8f J ai^pei, Altertumer des frith. Mittelalters irt Ungam (1905), and J. Sti^gowski, Altat- 
Iran und Volkerwanderung (i 9 i 7 )> 55 

Cf. Lindenschmit, op. cit., Tables 36, 37. on cit 

12 Examples of this and the following may be found in Scheffer-Boichorst, op. cit., 543- 

Hist, Franc,, ix, 6. 
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in the country there were mills owned by freemen which ground other 
people’s corn.^ 

So here, too, the existence of free industrial craftsmen can be proved, 
nor was that existence confined to Roman territory and apparent for the first 
time in the seventh century. The Frisian Law of the ninth century is by no 
means the first German legal document which recognizes free manual workers. 
Even the goldsmiths, whom Giso, queen of the Rugii, held in close custody 
so that they might prepare a royal ornament for her, were not unfree,^ as the 
wording of the passage in question shows quite plainly.^ Heyne was correct 
in assuming that they were free Gothic artists.^ I will not again refer to the 
free tailor who made clothes skilfully in Paris in the time of Gregory of Tours,® 
because, like the room-decorator of the time of Clothar I (d. 561),® he belonged 
to the West. But the pedagogue to whom the Bishop of Lisieux in the sixth 
century brought the boys of his town for instruction was certainly a freeman, 
and similarly the wool-weaver mentioned above ® was obviously not unfree, 
or the jealous wife of King Charibert would have found other means of checking 
her husband’s liking for his daughter. The Life of St. Remy mentions a free 
millowner.® 

Free craftsmen existed also among the German tribes. Among these we 
must include the doctors who occur several times in the Edict of Rothari (643) ; 
for the honorarium which was paid to them {merces medici) is expressly 
mentioned.^*^ There were also freemen in the building industry; the magistres 
commadni in the seventh century undertook contracts for new buildings and 
house-repairs,^^ according to a definite tariiff fixed by the king; these were executed 
by their own workmen. Here therefore we have wandering craftsmen, and 
Sombart has correctly pointed out that they must be regarded as free.^^ In his 
opinion their chief representatives are the builders. But the hammerers referred 
to by Heyne belong here, also, and so do the numerous mimes and jesters, of 
whom we hear among the Frisians even before the Frisian Law of the ninth 
century. Gothic singers are mentioned at the Court of Attila, and themselves 
composed songs in his honour.^^ The Ostrogothic King Theodoric sent a 
^ zither-player to the Frankish King Clovis in 507 for the same purpose.^® Venantius 
Fortunatus speaks of such a player in his address to Lupus, Duke of Austrasia.^® 
There was a mime in the retinue of the Gallic King Miro, who went to Tours 
(St. Martin) in 589.^“^ Among the Vandals, according to Procopius, dancers, 

^ This is obvious from Lex, Sal., xxii. Also Lex. Alaman., 86, i, MG, XX., iii, 76. 

^ Op. cit., 481. 

* Vita Sevenni^ c. 8. 

^ Altdeutsches Handwerk^ 54, n, 176. See also Th. Sommerlad, Wirtschaftsgeschkhtl. Untersuch,, 
ii, 19 (1903). 

® De Virtutih. S, Martini, ii, c. 58. 

® See above, Germ, edit., ii^, 415, note 68. 

’ Gregory of Tours, Hist, Franc,, vi, 36. 

® See above, 329. 

® MG. SS. rer. Merov., iii, 307, c. 17. 

c. 78 ff.; MG, XX., iv, 24 ff. 

Edict of Rothari, c. 144. See also 145 ; op. cit., 33. 

Der moderne Kapitalismus , 2nd edit., i, 122 (1916). 

Altdeutsckes Handwerk, 126. 

Hist. Grace. minor, (ed. Dindorf), i, 317. 

Cassiodoras, Var., ii, 41; MG. AA,, xii, 73. 

Carmina, vii, 8, 63 j plaudat tihi harharus harpa. MG. AA., ivj 163. 

Gregory of Tours, de virtutib, S. Martini, iv, 7, op. cit., 651. 
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mimes, musicians, and actors were quite usuald Their frequent appearmce 
among the Franks is shown by King Childeric’s (511-558) prohibition of perfOT- 
mances by buffoons and women-dancers on feast-days.^ Finally there is the 
professional swordsman of the Edict of Rothari (643).® The numerous coiners 
of Merovingian times, who, it is thought, carried on Aeir trade as wandenng 
workmen, deserve special attention.^ There is much evidence that free craftsmen 
existed among the Lombards ® in the eighth century. A law of King Liutpmnd 
in 720 deals with the merchants and master-craftsmen who carried on their 
trade, wandering both within the land and abroad.® 

We have now sufficient examples and evidence from the sources to remove 
any serious doubt as to the existence of free craftsmen among the German 
in the east. In my opinion, research into economic conditions has suffered 
a great deal from the influence of legal concepts, since it based its inquiries mainly 
on the so-called folk-laws of that early period. Because industrial craftsmen 
are there mentioned in decrees which refer to unfree workers, the existence 
of free craftsmen has been denied. Against this view it has already been shown 
that free craftsmen may nevertheless have existed, but that there it was unnecessary 
to mention them, for the simple reason that they came under the decrees rancerrang 
freemen ’ The special mention made of manual workers among the uniree, 
both here and in other folk-laws, is due to the fact that they were considered 
to be of higher value than the rest of the masses. Their technical ability must 
have made their loss or injury especially serious for their owners, and that is 
why the latter sought to protect them by a higher fine. The Lex b,ahca-^a 
the title of the Lex Visigotkorum, quoted earlier, make this clear. According 
to the former the fine for the murder of an unfree worlmian was higher than 
that for less important serfs.® According to the latter, if an unfree workman 
were injured by torture, the owner was either to receive a similar workman 
as compensation, or to be paid his value, as assessed by a judge or other trust- 

Fffially the fact that forges and mills ranked as public buildings is no proof 
of a lack of private workers in these crafts. Seeliger’s conclusion that a piffilic 
forge would otherwise have been unnecessary is hardly justified, bor it is 
not said that the work in question is to be carried on only m this public forge 
or mill; there is no question of a “ ban ”, but everyone may supply Ms needs 
where he pleases. We must not assume from this passage l^t the Bauvan 
had no private miUs and forges. The particular protection here afforded to 
these pub^lic industries is explained by the fact that these buildmgs were accessible 
to the public. There was a much greater danger that the raw naatenal of the 
industry, which belonged to strangers, would be stolen here than m the pnvate 
keeping of its owner. The passage from the Salic Law, discussed ^ove, is 
an indirect proof of this. These were not communal institutions, collectively 


^ Bell, Vandal, y ii, 6. 

2 MG,y Capit. i, 2 f. 

4 C£^’Luschinf^%er Denar der Lex Saiica,” Sui.-Ber. d. fFiener AoS ff 

5 C£Aeinstances which Schupfer has brought togellier in Wtmer Akad,,XKX^,AP^S. 
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owned; they belonged to individuals even though they were accessible to alld 
In this connection attention should be paid to the faber publice probatus of the 
Alemannic Law.® He was not a craftsman enjoying the public approval of the 
community, as earlier scholars thought, but an excellent goldsmith who was 
generally recognized as such.® There is absolutely no ground for assuming 
that he was a manorial servant, who worked in a public building for other 
people as well as for his own lord.* Karcher’s interpretation was correct; 
a man who is “ publicly proved ” is a man who works for the public.® He 
was a free craftsman who worked for the community.® This is also a proof that 
in that period the demand for industrial articles was not met by the “ household 
economy ”. It is also unlikely that the serfs of a common freeman were able 
to supply the weapons and equipment he required, for this would have involved 
his keeping far more serfs than was generally possible, and they would have 
had to have a technical ability which they probably did not usually possess.’ 
Moreover, the fact that in this early period hired labour was already widespread, 
is a challenge to the manorial theory. Among the Burgundians even the unfree 
craftsmen might with their lord’s permission work on the raw materials entrusted 
to them by others.® There is also evidence of hired labour among die Visigoths.® 
Gold- and silversmiths, who were probably freemen, are especially mentioned. 
Moreover where unfree men were in a position to work in order to supply the 
demand of the public, it is no longer possible to consider manual labour as generally 
unfree, since economic freedom, i.e. the possibility of working for the market, 
already existed.*® With this development, of which there is evidence for the 
fifth to the seventh centuries, industry had already passed out of the sphere of 
the closed household economy, since it no longer supplied the needs of the estate 
alone, supposing that it ever had done so. 

Conditions in Italian towns in this early period are very instructive. It has 
been asserted that after the German conquest there was no longer any scope for 
craftwork, which withdrew to the seigneurial estates, where it was undertaken 
to supply a limited circle.** But this view is untenable. We have a definite 
account of conditions in Rome during the Ostrogothic rule. Procopius tells 
us that during the siege of the city in 537 most of the citizens were poor, because 
they were small artisans living from hand to mouth and, as they were obliged 
to stop work on account of the siege, they had nothing to eat.*® His description 
is completed by the remark that Roman citizens took part in the fighting against 
the Goths; they were handicraftsmen who knew nothing of war.*® There were 
therefore plenty of artisans in the city, who cannot all have been unfree. 
Clearly, they were working not merely for the great estates, but for the free 
market in the city itself. 

The theory of a retrogression to a natural economy, when people fled from 
the towns and industry to the manorial estates, which thereupon became self- 

^ C. Koehne, “Das Recht der Miihlen^’ (O. Gierke's UntersucL), Ixxi, i8 fF. (1904). 

2 Jxxi Vj 5. 

® Cf. Kodbaie, Vierteljahrsckr. f. So:(_. u, WG., iv, 186 ff. (1906). 

^ Seeliger, Handwerk und Hofrecht^ 484. ^ Das deutsche Goldschmiedlehandwerk^ 19. 

® Ibid., 24. ’ See Germ, edit., ii, ii^, 425 f. 

® Tit. xxi. MG, LL.y sect, i, t. 2, 60. 

» Lex. Visigot., vii, 6, 3, 4; MG, LL.y sect, i, t. i, 310 £ 

Cf. V. Below, op. cit., 156. 

See L. M. Hartmann, Gesch. ItalunSy i, 107, 

BeU, Got., i, 25. 13 c. 28. 
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sufficing,^ derived its main support from the well-known decrees which the late 
Roman emperors directed against the removal of the curiales and collegia from 
the towns.^ But it is wrong to connect these with the barbarian invasions or to 
regard them as the result of the latter. Rather, they were enacted as a consequence 
of the oppressive taxation of the Roman fiscal administration.^ Waltzing s 
collection of imperial decrees makes it clear that this process had been going 
on for a long time, and that the Germans cannot be made responsible 
On the contrary, as early as 376 the workers in the mines in Thrace regarded 
them as their rescuers from heavy oppression and actually joined them.^ The 
attitude of the Ostrogothic King Theodoric shows clearly how this whole 
movement is to be understood. Hitherto only a negative side has been con¬ 
sidered, i.e. the flight to the land of the curiales and collegia. But at the same 
time the coloni were running away from their Roman lords, and for me same 
reason. They placed themselves under the protection of the goteutes m OTder 
to avoid the heavy military and fiscal burdens which weighed upon^them. The-y 
also looked upon the Lombards as rescuers. The Rornan populatioi^tent oyer 
to them because they hoped for an improvement in their position.^ Theodoric s 
laws were on the same lines as the late Roman laws, even vuth 
flight of the collegia to the land.® He left the fugitives to the landlords, but 
he gave the latter the right to send their serfs elsewhere and especially to^use 
them for services in the towns.® He also permitted their sale even without 
the land on which they were settled. The fact that they might be used in particular 
for urban services (urbanis ministeriis) shows where a demand had obwousiy 
arisen. The general tendency of these regulations clearly favourable to 
the great estates. They show that it was not a question of making the latter 
independent of the towns, and establishing a self-sufficing economy in the countr^^. 
It was not in the interests of the great estates that urban mdustty should cease 
or dwindle for there they found the market for their agricultural pmduce. 
Detachment from the towns would have had a very unfavourable effect on 
their agrarian activities, for they produced not only what they needed for them¬ 
selves, but a surplus for the market.^® . 

It is very improbable that the motive for Theodoric s measures should 
have been to render it possible for the Goths, who had few servants, to employ 
these at court, in garrisons, and in the field.^ The urbana ^ ‘ 

We see that this is a counter-move to the flight of the collegia, and the Goffis 
do not receive so much consideration as the great Roman landownera. ^ s ^ 
really a retrogression ? This separation from the soil made it possible or 
first time to employ in urban industry labour which was smted to 
of the subject have hitherto made a fundamental mistake in supposing 

2 cT ^^in^,"'‘’£tude’Hisr surges corporations professionelles chez les Romains, Mim. 

and Waltzing, op. cit., 338 f- 

^ Ammianus Marcellinus, xxxi, 6, 6. 

s See above, 95, 98 £ 

6 C£ Edict., c. 64, MG. LL., v, 159. 

8 IbM?, c* 1^1 C£ also tiie decree of the Emperor Honorius in 415, quoted by \X'alt2ing, op. 
cit., 330, note 6. 

8 C£ M. Weber, Rom. Jgrargesch., 277- 

10 See the discussion of trade in the second part of this chapter. 

L. M. Hartmann, Gesck. Italiens, i, 121. 
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the great estates were essentially opposed to the towns, and developed, as it 1 

were, at their expense. Nothing can be more preposterous than this assumption, 
in face of the reality. It has been shown ^ that in Italy itself the rich landlords 
of the time lived in the towns and had large properties there. Thus after tlie 
German conquest of Italy it was to their economic interest to maintain the 
connection with the country, which had existed from Roman times. | 

The question of the origin and growth of industry is bound up in particular 
with the question of the craft gilds. Did these organizations continue in their 
Roman form, or not,^ There has been some doubt as to the existence of 
continuity here.^ A careful distinction must be drawn between the organization ^ 

of these gilds and their economic development, and territorial differences must 
also be taken into account. Whenever on Roman territory a certain continuity 
of urban developent may be assumed, and more especially in Italy, Spain, and 
the South of France, there is a possibility that the gilds also had a continuous 
existence. This has been proved to be the case in ItalyBut it was not so 
only in Rome and Ravenna, where Roman tradition was maintained and Byzantine ^ 

influence was felt. The influence of Roman organization must also have made 
itself felt in those districts which were conquered and settled by the Germans. 

In this respect no little importance must be attributed to the Church, not so much 
because it followed Roman law, as because in the lower classes of society, among 
the poorer people to whom the artisans belonged,^ it had many early adherents 
and especially encouraged them to unite in common organizations.® In the time 
of the Christian persecutions an external impetus was given to this movement, but 
later the whole social teaching of the new faith, the doctrine that its adherents 
were equal and brothers in the sight of God, must have been equally stimulating. I 

The philanthropic movement lent a helping hand. In this early period the 
Church became very charitable, in order to support its adherents, especially 
in those regions where it was opposed by the heathen or heretic (Aryan) Germans 
who had newly come into power. The Vita Severini depicts these conditions I 

very clearly in Noricum.® 

Among the Lombards in Italy in the seventh century artisans appear to be 
organized. At their head are the magistri (commacini) ; probably here also 
there were unions similar to gilds, as the expression colkgantes appears to show.’ 

Heyne concluded from this that they were organized according to the tradition 
of the Roman gilds.® In Liutprand's laws magistri are mentioned at the head 
of some industries.^ Similarly, continuity with the collegia may be assumed 
among the Visigoths. Among various classes of urban population mentioned 
by Isidore of Seville at the beginning of the seventh century, the collegiati occur, 
and he allows it to appear that then, as in late Roman times, they were of small 

^ See above, 311, and Reiprich, Die Agrikultur Jtaliens unter d. Herrsch der Ostgoten^ 9. 

2 Hartmann, &ejcA.P, 345 ff. 

® Hartmann, “ Zur Gesch. der Ziinfte im fruhen Mittelalter/^ Zekschr. f, $01. u, WG., 3 (1894), 
reprinted and completed in the book by the same author: Zur Wirtschaftsgesch. Italiens tm 
fruhen MA., 1904, 16 fF. 

^ See above, 241 £ 

^ C£ Uhlhom, Die ChristL Liehestatigkeit^ i, 131 ff. 

® c. I, MG. AA., i; c£ J. Jung, Ramer u. Romanen in den Donaulandern, 2nd edit. (1887), 140, 
and especially 150, 244. 

’ Edict of Rothari (643), c. 144. MG. LL.^ iv, 33, cf. ibid., also: cum consortihus suis. 

* Altdeutsches Handwerk^ 71. 

® See die law of 720, JkfG. ZZ., 4, 115. 
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repute.^ The associations of transport workers, who ser^^ed the public traffic 
in the Roman period, still existed in the seventh century,^ and it should not 
be forgotten that such associations of transport workers (parafridz) are mentioned 
among the earliest examples of gild organization in Germany, in the royal charters 
of Worms (897 and 904). These were uniree JiscaiinL^ In die Frankish kingdom 
in the sixth century also, Gregory of Tours shows that there was an organization 
of industries (artificia) according to magisteria or offices A The various artisans, 
such as cloth-w^orkers and millers, were each placed under these, and, like the 
Lombard builders in the Edict of Rothari, they were free workmen A 

However few these documentary proofs may be, they give some support 
to the assumption that at that time magisterium did not imply a merely manorial 
organization among either the Franks or the Lombards,® hence this early 
organization of industry according to magisteria affords no proof of a ” manorial 
origin ’’ of gilds. The documentary evidence makes it much more apparent that 
free artisans united for technical reasons for the management of their industiyv 
The collegiantes or consortes of the Lombard magistri commacini are here especially 
notewordiy, since they were “ w^andering artisans.’ 


(2) Trade and Commerce 

The catastrophic theory of history, which held that a breach in the continuity 
of civilization occurred after the fall of the Roman Empire in the West, exerted 
a particularly decisive influence on conceptions of early medieval trade and 
commerce. During that time, according to the general view, there was a complete 
cessation of trade; the Roman roads which had served it had been laid waste, 
and on all sides economic activity had become isolated.® 

Economists ^ have regarded this complete absence of any kind of exchange 
economy as characteristic of the period, and as having lasted until tlie growth 
of towns, a phenomenon usually assigned to the eleventh or, at the earliest, 
to the tenth century. Even where, by way of exception, a purely architectural 
connection with Rome is assumed, as far as economic activity is concerned the 
towns had almost completely ceased to exist. For within the towm walls (where these 
still remained standing) there dwelt in Carolingian times, as well as in die preceding 
period, tillers of die soil, similar to those who lived outside in the countryside. 
Civilization w^as primitive and agrarian.^® This w^as held to be true not only 
of lands conquered by the Germans, where the agrarian character of the new 
culture would be most noticeable, but also of Italy itself. 


1 Ongines, ix, c. 6 , par. 29- Migne, Patrol iat., $2, 351. 
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For the moment I shall leave general theories aside, and shall try to discover 
the historical facts themselves. What do existing documents tell us of commerce 
and trade at this period ? Is it really nonsense to conceive a continuity in these 
activities from classical to medieval times ? ^ 

First let us consider Italy. This long promontory, stretching out into the 
sea and separated from the continent even where it joins it by the mighty Alps, 
had, owing to its geographical situation, been dependent on sea communications 
from the earliest times. When the Germans set up their rule there, they found 
a highly developed maritime trade, which had already been in existence for 
several hundreds of years. In the new Ostrogothic kingdom there was at 
first no occasion for the collapse of this trade since the new rulers treated the 
Roman organization with extreme consideration. Theodoric's Edict makes it 
clear that not only did the Gothic kings make this a general principle of their 
home policy, but they took the same line in particular questions of trade and 
industry. The excise duty (siliquaticum) of a twenty-fourth of all marketed 
wares was retained; and it is significant that the chief official, the comes sill- 
quatariorum^ was also made overseer of the port traffic.^ To this we must add 
the regulations about size and weight which are expressly declared to be binding 
on negotiatores. The royal authority ordered size and weight to be supervised 
by the state as represented by the indices^ and strenuously opposed all unfair 
dealing in these respects on the part of merchants and traders {in commerciis),^ 
It must not be forgotten that between 508 and 511 Theodoric considerably 
lightened the excise duty, by exempting from it a number of important foods 
(corn, wine, oil), with the express purpose of making available a more plentiful 
supply of provisions for the provinces.^ This was intended to stimulate sales 
and to give an impetus to trade.^ It is therefore impossible to represent this 
period as one in which free commerce was restricted. This tendency to look 
favourably on trade is seen elsewhere in his laws. The Gothic king also lightened 
the direct tax {auraria) paid by merchants. Not only did he exempt prominent 
ecclesiastical landowners from it (for instance at Milan and Ravenna),® but at 
the request of the merchants of Apulia and Calabria he made regulations with 
the aim of preventing trade from being too heavily burdened by official taxation.*^ 
Thus we see here the tendency to try to frame a definite commercial policy, 
an important innovation as compared with late Roman fiscalism and official 
oppression. The German monarchy favoured the producing classes of the 
population in trade and commerce,* as it did also in agriculture. The king's 
laws for the protection of peasants are proof of this.® Finally, Theodoric attacked 
the abuses of the tax officials in the exaction of the “ monopoly ”, a tax paid 
by merchants for the right to have the monopoly of certain wares. It was in 
future to be exacted only if the privileged persons could really reap the fruits 
of monopoly.® Like Theodoric, King Theodahad in 535-6, when there was 

^ Sombart, op. cit., 145. 

® Cassiodoms, Kar.,ii, 12 (507-511). MG, AA,, xii, 52, also Dahn, Kontge, iii, 146, and L. M. 
Hartmann, op. cit., i, 113. 

^ Edict of Theodoric, c. 149, MG, LL., v, 167. 

^ Cassiodorus, Far., iv, 19, op. cit., 122 f, 

® See Hartmann, op. cit., i, 113. 

® Cassiodoms, Far., ii, 30 (507-511). 

See die clear indication at the end, ibid., ii, 26 (507-5 ii), op. cit., 61. 
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8 Cassiodoms, Far., ii, 26, op. cit. 
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a faminej ordered a remission of taxes in favour of provision dealers.^ Above 
all, he gave security that their monopoly rights should not be taken from them 
without due cause by the royal officials, before the expiration of the legal period 
(five years). Dealers in com, wine, cheese, meat, and hay receive special mention. 
We learn at the same time that they provided the great tows (Rome, Ravenna, 
Pavia, Piacenza, and other places) with food. 

The economic policy of the Gothic kings soon produced definite results: 
food prices fell considerably.^ This is the best refutation of the theory that 
the great seigneurial estates were of predominant importance at that time. The 
argument that the Goths were not as a rule great landowners, that they main¬ 
tained a self-sufficing existence on the fruits of the third share which they had 
obtained in the land partition,^ and therefore were not interested in high com 
prices,^ does not explain the contrast with late Roman conditions. For one thing 
many of the Goths were certainly considerable landowners, because it wus to the 
king’s interest for military purposes to make them economically powerful; on 
the other hand, the explanation also given, that it was to the interest of the Gothic 
state to secure as low food prices as possible for the army,^ must likewise hold 
good for much earlier periods. The decisive factor was cpiite obviously the 
removal of taxation by a vigorous control of the public administration. I would 
especially call attention to the protection given by Theodoric to traders by 
means of his royal sajones.^ 

Moreover, the famous Pragmatic Sanction published by the Emperor 
Justinian for Italy after the collapse of Ostrogothic mle (554)5 evidence against 
the theory that the great seigneurial estates occupied a dominating position in 
economic life. This edict has been interpreted as a reaction against the protective 
legislation of the Gothic kings in favour of the peasants, and as being specially 
favourable to the great landowners.'^ It is admittedly so, but this legislation, 
like the remission of debts of a few years later, must have been intended not 
only “ to protect the landowning class ”, but indirectly also to penalize the 
no longer numerous sections of the population which still had money, merchants 
among them.® But the privileges granted to the senatores, in particular the 
permission to travel to the imperial court without hindrance to lodge their 
complaints in the right quarter, were granted not only to them but to all taxpayers.® 
Moreover, special mention is made of the great number of merchants at the 
time.^® In fact the Pragmatic Sanction is favourable to the negotiatores : they 
are to have charge of the forced purchase (coemptid) of the produce (com, etc.) 
which is to be delivered to the fiscus,^'^ so that the officials shall not oppress the 
taxpayers by fixing prices capriciously.^® The price is to be fixed accorfing to 
the marketability of the wares, and there must be no obstacle to access to the sea.^® 
These are one and all measures which definitely contradict the idea of a 
one-sided or exclusively preferential treatment of the great estates at the expense 


2 Reipnch, ‘‘Die agrikultur Italiens unter der Herrschaft der Ostgoten,” Progr, d. Qymn. Gr.- 
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of the merchants, and which indicate in particular that these estates were by 
no means self-sufficient as far as agricultural produce was concerned. ■ This 
is borne out by the wealth of concrete evidence of active trading carried on 
at the same time in Italy independently of the great estates. Thus Apollinaris 
Sidonius in the second half of the fifth century describes Ravenna as the abode 
of numerous merchants, and remarks that monks and soldiers traded there also.^ 
It is said of King Theodoric that merchants came to the place where he had 
his palace from widely varied districts because trade was especially safe there.^ 
The same picture is drawn by Procopius. He tells us that at the siege of Naples 
by Belisarius (536) the town was provided with food by Jews. He mentions 
especially a Syrian, Antiochus, who had lived there and carried on maritime 
trade for a long time, and was much respected.^ We hear also that from the 
port at the mouth of the Tiber a good road led to Rome, and that the merchants 
loaded their wares on to boats and had them towed to Rome by oxen.^ 

It is hardly possible to deny that considerable trade was done in Italy at 
that time. But this may have been afterwards destroyed by the Lombard conquest. 
A number of scholars ® have suggested that not until peace was restored and 
international relations secured could merchants offer their wares for sale in the 
town markets.® The phenomenon of a large class of free and landless Lombard 
industrialists and merchants, which has been shown to have been in existence 
in the eighth century, is described as the end of an “ immeasurably long road ’’ 
travelled by the Lombards in the two hundred years of their sojourn in Italy.’’' 
This seigneurial theory is most unrealistic. Documents now afford proof that 
a much earlier development took place in Italy. The trade agreement of 730 
between King Liutprand and the inhabitants of Commachio tells us, as does 
Apollinaris Sidonius at the end of the fifth century, of soldiers who carried on 
trade.® Still clearer is a document of King Hildeprand, relating to Piacenza 
(744) which confirms earlier rights of the time of King Liutprand.® And the 
trade regulations in Liutprand’s Pactum of 730 refer definitely to the antiqua 
consuetudo^^ which gives a direct and positive proof that these conditions were 
already prevailing in the seventh century. Passages in the laws of Lombard 
kings, even earlier than those of Aistulf in 750 concerning the arms or military 
duties of the merchants,indicate the existence of a large class of traders. A law 
of King Liutprand as early as 720 deals with the rights of inheritance of negotiatores 
who travel within or without the land to carry on their trade; among the rest, 
the king’s right of inheritance is fixed in cases where there are no near relatives.^® 
Indeed we find traces of this in the Edict of Rothari (643), especially in the 
regulations about the waregang?-^ These are identified by N. Tamassia with 
foreign merchants.^^ If we compare the regulation that follows, regarding the 
inability of the waregangs to dispose freely of their own property where there 
are no children, with King Liutprand’s law of 720 quoted above, their position 
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appears to be parallel with that of the mgotiatores mentioned in the latter. The 
royal right of inheritance in one case corresponds to the need for royal consent 
in the other ; both limitations are obviously based on the fact tliat these strangers 
were under the king’s protection. 

We can therefore assume that already in the first half of the seventh century^ 
and probably even earlier, there were numerous strangers, including merchants, 
in the Lombard kingdom. Schupfer has collected a number of concrete examples 
which prove the presence of merchants and traders among the Lombards, among 
these the privilegio granted by King Dagobert to St. Denis (629), which motions 
merchants who came thither from the Lombard kingdom for the fair of St. Denis. 
The existing form of this document is certainly not genuine,^ but King Pippin s 
later confirmation (753) ^ proves that there was a genuine document of kind. 

As in Italy, so also among the Visigoths in Spain and the South of France, 
there were a large number of free merchants and traders in this pre-Caro ingian 
period. The Visigothic Law contains regulations about the rngotiatores trans- 
marini of King Receswinth’s time (649-672) ^ which N. Tamassia has compare 
to the Lombard waregang. The theory that an interruption and even destruction 
of Roman civilization was caused by the so-called migrations is a great exaggera¬ 
tion, even as regards economic life. Merchants of Carthage in the sixth cenmry 
sold their wares in the palace of King Theudis, and at the end rfthe fifth centurjj 
in the time of Apollinaris Sidonius, African astrologers and jugglers, v 4 o displayed 
their talents in the port of Bordeaux, are mentioned.® Of especial importance 
is the same bishop’s account of how a humble cleric {kctor) of Clermont-b errand 
in Auvergne, bought cheaply a quantity of wares from the ships regularly pl^ng 
there, for the purpose of selling them at a higher price in his home town. I he 
difference in price enabled him not only to pay back his bmrowed rapital -wn _ 
interest, but also to make a rich profit.® Also, in King Dagobert s 
for St. Denis Q 629) quoted above, merchants ex Hupania who came regularly 
to trade at the Fair of St. Denis near Paris are mentioned. 

In the kingdom of Toulouse, the Roman state postal orgamzation was 
still rstidned in le seventh centuty.’ An OsTOgothic P»> Sp™ » 
bv Cassiodorus.® At the court of the Visigothic king Eunc (d. 485), there were 
Sge numbers of messengers from the Saxons, Frank^ 

Romans, and even Persians ®; the existence of 
intercourse with other countries. Even in the fifth and s«th 
southern French towns, especially Narbonne, Marseilles, and Arles, w 
mptrmt markets for m^riti^e and home trade. Nice also jfiayed an impo^mt 
part in trade and commerce at diis time; in the sixth century we find there 
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travellers from the Frankish kingdom (Angers), who were going by ship to 
Rome, and also Egyptian merchants bringing wares.^ The trade of souAem 
France to Burgundy must also have been very important at that time, for in 
587 King Guntchram formally laid an embargo on all trade in the towns of 
Septimania, in consequence of political upheavals.^ 

The Visigothic laws include various decrees concerning the police service 
for strangers.® They were clearly drawn up in the interest and for the protection 
of foreign merchants travelling about in the country; and were intended to 
provide freedom of movement, security against robbery in case of shipwreck 
abolition of limitations of trade, and other conditions for undisturbed commerce! 
The Jews in particular appear to have taken part in commerce and to have possessed 
great wealth gained thereby.^ It is indeed well known that Jewish persecutions 
began under King Sisibut (612) and led later on to the decree at the sixteenth 
Council of Toledo (693) forbidding their trade with Christians and access to 
the harbours (cataplum).^ 

The age-old maritime trade in the Mediterranean was of very great economic 
significance for Gaul also. Greeks, Syrians, and Jews, overseas merchants from 
the East, not only had permanent establishments in the ports of southern France 
(Marseilles, Arles, Narbonne, and Bordeaux), but at an early date had spread 
into the interior. We find them in Poitiers, Orleans, and Paris, as also in Mainz 
and Worms. They brought wares from the East, silk and spices, paper and 
rare wines to the western lands.® The Jews played an important part here, too, 
especially in the extensive slave trade.’ 

It is, however, quite wrong to suppose, as in view of these facts some 
scholars still do, that trade in this early period was carried on exclusively or 
even mainly by foreigners, and was limited to luxuries and other rare articles 
which were not produced at home.® Two particularly notable examples from 
the sbcth century will demonstrate the artificiality of this theory and its incon¬ 
sistency with documentary evidence. Gregory of Tours tells how Bishop 
Desideratus (535~554)5 out of sympathy for the poverty of his citizens, appealed 
to King Theudebert (534-548), who was well known for his benevolence, to 
advance money for the promotion of trade, such as was being carried on by 
other cities. The king lent the bishop 7,000 gold pieces and the latter divided 
them among the citizens, who by their trading activities acquired the great wealth 
for which they became so famous in Gregory’s time.® Gregory of Tours also 
tells us that during the great famine of 585} merchants and traders bought up 
com and wine, and sold it again at enormous prices to the population, thereby 
causing much economic distress.^® 

These examples make it clear that in general trade by no means consisted 
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solely of luxury or overseas wares, or of rare commodities; and this conclusion 
is borne out by the fact, mentioned above, that the monasteries supplied their own 
needs, among other things, in clothes, by purchase at the markets.^ Also it 
becomes evident that it was not only foreign merchants who were carrying on 
trade; a large proportion of the native population must have done so as well. 
Trade was quite openly the source of wealdi of this class of professional merchants* 
Descriptions in Gregory of Tours afford numerous examples in which merchants 
and traders appear as rich and esteemed citizens.^ Moreover, contem¬ 
porary documents yield further instances. Thus Clothar II (c. 627) confirms 
various gifts of his own property bequeathed by the deceased merchant, Johannes, 
to St. Denis and other churches in Paris.^ The clergy of that period also often 
traded for the purpose of making profit, which proves that trade w^as both 
extensive and lucrative. As early as 538 the bishops at the Council of Orleans 
objected to this, and forbade all the higher clergy from the deacons upwards 
to lend money at high rates of interest or to carry on professionally any 
form of trade with the people.^ On this occasion we ^so learn that die 
clergy had been carrying on forbidden trading operations under assumed names. 
Especially significant here is the antithesis wtith professional traders, who are said 
to carry on their trade publicly for the purpose of supplying the needs of the 
people, for which service the people paid them. There was at that time no 
direct supply of goods ® from producer to consumer. On the contrary, there 
existed already an imposing class of merchants and traders acting as middlemen 
between the two parties, who were not merely making their living thereby 
but were acquiring great wealth in the process. A particular case mentioned 
by Gregory of Tours makes this quite clear. A merchant of Tours, Cristoforus, 
went to Orleans, having heard that a quantity of wine had been brought tiiere, 
bought it at a high price, and carried it away in boats, with die help of two 
Saxon servants.® Also the account, mentioned above, of profiteering in corn 
and wine by traders in the famine of 585, shows that there was no direct production 
for consumers in Bucher’s sense, but that there was already an intermediary 
class of merchants. 

What, however, were the conditions in Inner Germany ? Up to the 
present day it has been assumed that they were quite different. Just as 
the South and the West, the old Roman areas, are thought to show 
still some survival of trade and industry, so Germany in general estima¬ 
tion is an undeveloped country, which was litde touched by large-scale 
trade."^ Busy trade routes, apart from the old Roman roads, were few and 
far between in Merovingian times, and only to be found in Neustria.® Earlier 
in this book I have had occasion to demonstrate the inaccuracy of these ideas 
in the light of recent, and especially of geographical, research.® Prehistoric 
finds have proved that commerce developed quite early there. Extensive trading 
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activity in all directions was not peculiar to the Middle Rhine district ^: thus 
in the early Bronze Age (2000--1500 b.c.) the eastern connections with the Danube 
valley were of predominating importance, while in the later Bronze Age, i.e. the 
beginning of the Hallstatt Epoch (c. looo b.c.), the Southern trade, with Switzer¬ 
land and Italy, predominated. Thuringia also, where according to recent 
economic historians the ancient German wilderness of forest and marsh remained 
intact until the sixth century, appears in the light of the latest prehistoric and 
geographical information as to settlements ^ to have developed along quite 
different lines. 

Then there is the problem of the Roman period. I consider that it is 
completely erroneous ^ to assume that during that period only frontier trading 
along the limes took place and that this was mainly a barter trade. Cesar’s 
accounts deserve more careful consideration. He relates that the Germans 
allowed Roman merchants to enter their land, in order to sell them the spoils of 
war rather than to receive foreign goods.^ This would make it appear 
that the Germans were actively trading themselves. Tacitus’ information 
about barter ® must not mislead us. The numerous Roman coins of imperial 
times, found especially in Silesia, have proved that there cannot have been barter 
here, but that the Roman merchant paid in cash.® Tacitus himself shows how 
important trade must have been in his time, in a passage in which the inhabitants 
of Cologne are described as having paid tribute and taxes (yectigal et onera com- 
mercioTum) from the proceeds of their trade.^ As in Cologne, so also in Metz 
and Trier, commerce and trade flourished. In the East, Regensburg was the 
centre of a profitable and far-reaching trade along the Danube. Inscriptions 
have been found belonging to the early third century, which mention negotiatores^ 
and numerous bronze statuettes of Mercury have been excavated, which were 
probably dedicated by merchants.® 

The Romans even traded with Northern Germany, as the important finds 
at Hemmoor in Hanover prove (nineteen bronze vessels of the end of the second 
or beginning of the third century).^ We may also add the three officially stamped 
silver bars of the fifth century, excavated near Dierstorf in the bed of the Weser.^® 
At that time Nimwegen in Holland was the centre for merchants trading with 
the German north.^^ Moreover, the island of Walcheren was an important 
centre, being especially suited by its position for maritime trade. On its northern 
coast, the port of Domburg, and on the south, that of Vlissingen, were used 
by German seamen for trade with England, a fact proved by the dedicatory 
inscriptions found there.^^ One has been found in the village of Vechten on 
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the left bank of the curve of the Rhine, somewhat above Utrecht, and relates 
to a ship’s crew from Tongern, trading between this place and North Gerrnan 
lands. And the trading centre Dorstat, so often mentioned in Carolingian 
times, has now been proved to have had an active commerce in the Roman 
period.^ From the Lower Rhine the Roman trade, which earlier had been 
limited to the coast of the North Sea, gradually spread to the Baltic. As early 
as the time of the Emperor Nero (c. 6o) a Roman merchant went through Pannonia 
to the Baltic to inquire about the amber newly discovered there." Trade must 
have been especially flourishing there in the third century; in the small island 
of Gothland alone, 4,200 Roman coins have been found. Wisby was then a 
trading centre of the first rank. The find of Roman denarii^ excavated in the 
fields of the estate of Franzburg near Hanover,^ is so like that in Goldenstedt 
(in the Oldenburg district of Vechta) that it is a clear proof of the interdependence 
and the gradual spread of this trade. 

This late Roman commerce ^ certainly did not cease completely during 
the migrations. We are told that in the middle of the fourth century the Enaperor 
Julian had 600 ships on the Rhine, of which he had had 400 built within ten 
months.^ From Ammianus we learn that quantities of corn were brought from 
England as provisions for the camps on the Rhine.® Severas, the Emperor 
Valentinian’s general, met in 371 near Wiesbaden a troop of traders and hawkers 
who were probably Roman subjects."^ It is significant that Theodoric the Great 
received amber ornaments as presents from messengers of the Aestui on the 
Baltic Sea,® for this indicates that Italy’s intercourse with the mouth of the Vistula 
was not interrupted by the migrations. 

The trade which existed between South-West Germany and Switzerland, 
and Italy in Roman times has been recently described by Al. Schulte.® This 
intercourse did not cease with the fall of the West Roman Empire. In the 
fourth century there appears for the first time a series of accounts of 
journeys which correspond to the Roman itineraries for military purposes (Jtin. 
Antonini^ c. 300, world map of Castorius or the so-called Tabula Peutingeriana^ 
c. 366, etc.) describing journeys from Gaul and Spain to Italy, or from Italy 
to the Holy Land, with detailed accounts of the places touched (night quarters 
and relay stations). To this series belong the Itinerarium Burdigalense (after 
334) and that of the Gallic matron Sylvia Q) who wrote about 385 for her 
fellow-nuns ; and to this same period or a little later belongs the interesting 
Spanish itinerary from Cadiz to Constantinople by land over Mt. Genevre 
(from Valence to Turin),which shows that the Alpine roads were generally 


1 Cf. E. Norden, Die german. Urgesch.^ in Tacitus' Germania (1920), 494. 

2 Pliny, Hist. Natur., xxxvii, 3, 45 * See also Germ, edit., ii^, 452, note 279. 

® Willers, op. cit., 100 ff. ir / ^ 

^ See recently also K. Schumacher, Siedelungs- u. Kulturgesch. d. BJieinlande, ii, 280 ff. (1923). 

^ Zosimus, Histor.y iii, 5. 

® Histor.^ xviii, 2. 

7 Ibid., xxix, 4, 4- ., -r. XT 1 • ^ 

8 Cf. Cassiodorus, Var., v, 2 (523-6). Mso E. Norden, op. cit, 448; , ^ ^ 

8 GescL des mittelalterl., Handels, u. Verkehrs iwtschen Westdeutschland u. Jtalten, i, 39 tt. 
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^8 See recently W. Kubitschek, ItinerarStudien, (1919). 
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accessible and passable. From the beginning of the fifth century there is a 
Jerusalem itinerary by a certain Virgilius.^ Besides the works of Theodosius 
from Northern Africa (c. 530)^2 and of Antoninus of Piacenza (c. 570),^ I xnay 
also mention the account of the Frankish Bishop Arculf a century later, dictated 
by him to Abbot Adamnanus at Hy on the Scottish island of Iona, where he had 
been shipwrecked on his return journey and hospitably received.^ Finally, there 
is Bede’s work Je loots Sanctis^^ which is partly drawn from the last work. This 
relatively rich travel literature was designed to serve practical needs. Moreover 
these accounts make it plain that the introduction and spread of Christianity 
helped to maintain and develop the old commercial intercourse of the Roman 
Empire, Numerous pilgrimages were made from Gaul and Inner Germany 
to the holy places in Rome, Guides, the so-called periegetes^ showed the pilgrims 
the public monuments, and formal lists of the latter were drawn up in due form 
in the seventh century. In about the year 640 a pilgrim visiting the holy places 
in Rome, described his tour in detail in the work known as the Salzburg 
Itinerarium,^ 

Moreover, the so-called migrations were not only no hindrance to the 
earlier trade, but indeed made new connections which must have stimulated 
it. Migrations have, after all, always brought mankind together and have 
often brought distant civilizations into touch, so that gulfs were bridged and 
cultures could be transmitted from one to the other. This has recently been 
demonstrated in the sphere of the history of art, by Josef Strzygowski, from 
rich finds of treasures in the East—Hungary, Southern Russia, and the Balkans.^ 
Here we should also note the early Christian monuments and small finds from 
Oriental sources discovered in Germany itself. Those preserved in the Strasburg 
Museum deserve special notice.® Contemporary historical accounts complete 
this picture. We learn that the Gothic King Athanaric, to whom one of these 
finds of treasures (at Petrossa in Rumania) was at one time ascribed,^ was forced 
in 369 to make peace because, among other reasons, his people were suffering 
owing to interrupted trade.^^ There is a striking coincidence here with the 
state of affairs described in the V^ita Severini as existing in Noricum in the second 
half of the fifth century. The citizens of Passau on the Inn (Boiotrum) begged 
Athanaric to induce Feba, the King of the Rugii, to revive the trade between 
the Roman population and his barbarians.^^ On the Roman limes on the 
other side of the Danube there were barbarian markets, where the slave- 
trade was particularly brisk. There was no slackness in trade among other 
German tribes in Inner Germany, too; this is especially true of the Alemanni 
at a very early date, Ammianus Marcellinus noted that between these people 
and the Burgundians there were quarrels about the important salt-springs on the 


^ C£ Gardinal J. B, Pitra, Anal, sacra, et class, SpiciL Solesm, par,, N.S. (1888), v> 118 fF. 
^ De situ terrae Sanctae, Geyer, op. cit., 135 A 
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> Ibid., 219. 
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® Cf. L. Lindenschnut, Bandhuch d. deutsch, Altertumskunde, Tables 36, 37. 
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Kocher.^ There must also have been a fairly extensive trade in cattle with 
Italy at the end of the fifth century. Alemannic cattle were finer than those 
of Noricum and there was therefore a demand for them. King Theodoric 
the Ostrogoth permitted the provincials in Noricum (c. 507) to exchange their 
cattle with the Alemanni.^ It has already been pointed out that there was also 
a flourishing slave-trade among the latter.^ The favourable geographical 
situation of the Alemannic settlements, commanding as they did important 
roads over the Alps into Italy, must early have promoted intercourse and trade. 
The Alemannic bishops regularly appeared at the Merovingian Councils of the 
sixth and seventh centuries, which were held in Frankish and Burgundian parts 
of the kingdom.^ 

The passes over the Alps must still have been quite passable in the sixth 
century; both the itineraries mentioned above, and Gregory of Tours’ account 
of the march of King Childebert’s army (590) via Bellizona and Milan into Italy,® 
make this evident, and it is true not only of the West but of the East. The great 
alpine roads were not destroyed in the migrations and were frequently used by 
peaceful travellers.^ It was along the Pontebba road that the Roman population 
of Noricum was led into Italy in 488, when attacked by the Germans. And 
in that stormy age Venantius Fortunatus journeyed from Ravenna and 
back over the Plockenpass through the land of the Baiuvari and Alemanni 
to Tours. He gave a vivid description of his journey in verse,^ and 
therein we learn that the Brenner road, which he also used, was quite passable.® 
Trade was carried on along the latter, even during the great insurrections of the 
sixth century, as we know from an order of Theodoric the Ostrogoth, who 
took the part of a merchant robbed there by the Breoni.^ Wherever detailed 
research has recently been made into the Roman roads, we have the same positive 
result: they were not only maintained, but continued to give good service, 
especially to trade and commerce.^ ^ Above all they served as channels for the 
spread of Christianity. Many times already the importance of the Roman 
roads in this connection has been strongly emphasized. It becomes particularly 
clear in Bavaria, where early German long barrows {ReihengrSer) have actually 
been found along these roads.^^ 

Thus so far as technical conditions were concerned, a development of 
trade in the early medieval period could have taken place, and contemporary 
sources in fact give important details concerning it. In the LexSalka it is forbidden 
to trade with another man’s slaves without the owner’s knowledge.^^ Evidently 
such trade was allowed with freemen, and was not exceptional. Too little 
consideration has been given to the interesting fact reported by the East Roman 
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Agathias (sixth century) that the Franks took over trading rights from the 
Romans.^ Moreover, Jordanes (sixth century) gives further evidence that 
the North German peoples of Sweden conducted a vigorous fur-trade with the 
Romans, in which the tribes of Inner Germany acted as intermediaries.^ At 
that time there was active intercourse between the Byzantine Empire and the 
Scandinavian north; parts of the Gothic tribe of the Heruli were settled in 
Illyricum as well as in Southern Sweden, and kept up a connection with one 
another.^ 

Fredegarius’ account of the Frankish trade with the Slavs gives a concrete 
proof of the extent of trade eastwards ^ at the beginning of the seventh century. 
Moreover, there was also an active slave trade in the Frankish kingdom at that 
time; the Council of Chalons (639-654) was obliged to forbid the sale of slaves 
outside the kingdom of King Clovis II (638-656) ^ and it is also apparent that 
the Jews were especially interested in this trade. In the time of King Dagobert I 
(628-638) the fair of St. Denis near Paris was a famous market, to which merchants 
flocked from North and South from great distances. The king encouraged this 
form of commercial intercourse by remitting customs duties for the merchants 
at fair-time.® With the spread of Frankish political power, trade was bound 
to extend. The great conquests of King Theudebert (534-548), who extended 
his rule to Pannonia and Jutland, deserve special attention. At the beginning 
of the seventh century as a result of these conquests, Frankish missionaries, 
such as the Abbot Eustasius of Luxeuil (d. 629), appear even in Bavaria. It is 
therefore no accident that the Frank Samo was already trading with the Slav 
Wends, who had now become the neighbours of the Franks in the East. 

At the end of the sixth century the Frankish bishops took possession of 
the ecclesiastical province of Noricum and drove Aquileia out.^ This, too, was 
a result of King Theudebert’s subjection of Bavaria to Frankish rule ; and it was 
certain to have a considerable effect on trade. For the Bauivari had extended 
their territory over the Brenner to Bauzanum (Bozen), and were in close contact 
with the Lombards, who had conquered Italy. In the second half of the sixth 
century the ruling families had already strengthened this contact by intermarriages. 
Then with Aripert a Bavarian dynasty came (652) to the Lombard throne. The 
religious consequences of these connections are well known. Not only did 
Catholicism cross the Alps with the Bavarian princesses, but trade and commerce 
were thereby stimulated. 

The Bavarian folk-law may be regarded as an expression of this develop¬ 
ment, although its present form is not earlier than the eighth century. A number 
of its decrees are worth consideration in this connection. First, that concerning 
the security of strangers in the land. They are significantly divided into two 
classes: those who are travelling for pious purposes {propter Deurri) and those 
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who are ■ obliged to do so on business {propter necesshatefri) ^; i.e. pilgrims ^ 
and business men, by which term traders are certainly implied. Any injustice 
to them must be atoned for, as if to natives of the country. Secondly, it is 
forbidden to obstruct public roads of communication in any w’ay, a prohibition 
which apparently also extends to by-roads and paths (probably in the mountains).^ 
Then there are the detailed decrees concerning trade in stolen goods, ^ or tlie 
receiving of the same ^; concerning the giving of pledges,® safe deposit and 
loans {commodata) for payment {merces)J Under this title mention is made 
not only of animals but also of gold, silver, ornaments and other wares, entrusted 
to others to store or to sell, and there are also regulations about the responsibility 
of the person in charge if these things are lost,^ and the compensation paid by 
him.® Finally, it is forbidden to give away or to sell anything of doubtful 
ownership.^® Very detailed rules are made concerning the sale of mobilia (unfree 
men) and immobilia ; it is again forbidden to do business witli unfree men 
without the knowledge of their owners.^^ Further, this law" deals with die 
safeguarding of sales against impeachment in consequence of quarrels o\’er 
prices ; responsibility for hidden flaw-s ; the fulfilment of the agreements 
confirmed by arrha^^ and finally the safeguarding of agreements entered into 
before witnesses in writing.^^ 

A survey of all these detailed decrees forces us to admit that the legal con¬ 
ditions of commerce presupposed by these law’’S, in parts so highly developed, 
must have been quite different from those previously thought to exist in Bavaria. 
Here provision is made for economic needs which are inconsistent wfifh the 
theory of purely natural and self-sufficient economic units. Positive proof 
is afforded of the existence of articles of trade and the means of exchanging 
them. Not only mobilia (unfree men and cattle) but immobilia w^ere regularly 
the object of such legal business, and were paid for in cash. This is confirmed 
by the fact that these laws correspond in many points wfith the Visigothic lawq 
which, as we have already seen, shows that commercial life was relatively highly 
developed.^® 

I believe that the orientation of economic history in general has been wTong. 
There has been too much emphasis on the Western (Neustrian) origin of develop¬ 
ments and influences and no consideration of the fact that East Germany 
also experienced direct influences from East and South. The usual view has 
been that in this early period the only appreciable volume of trade and commerce 
was taking place in the north, among the Frisians and Saxons- Hence they w^ere 
regarded as the real traders of the time. Frisians and Saxons were regular visitors 
at the oft quoted fair of St. Denis, even in King Dagobert Fs time (628-638). 
It is probable that they traded not only in the products of their native industries 
(cloth and textiles) but also as middle men in foreign wares.^'^ I have already 
mentioned the slave trade in the Frisian Lawv^^ The Lex Saxonum {c, 802), wffiich 
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certainly is later, depicts similar conditions. Here we see the provision for 
the security of public trade,^ the observance of commercial agreements ^ and 
evidence of a vigorous maritime trade.^ ^ 

An early development of trade among the Thuringians may also be assumed 
The connection between the Lex Angliorum et Werinorum {c. 802-3) and the 
Lex Saxonwn ^ points to this, as I have previously argued. In the Thuringian 
folk-law, also, it is forbidden to sell freemen extra solum (c. 40).® The trade 
route from Thuringia through Hessen to the Middle Rhine and Mainz and to 
the South (Augsburg) was a very ancient one.® Even the Hermunduri came 
to Je Augsburg markets, according to Tacitus.’ We should also remember 
in this connection the strife between them and the Chatti about the salt springs 
of Salzungen, mentioned by the same author in the year a.d. 58.® 

_ As in the case of the Frisians and the Continental Saxons, the geographical 
position of the Anglo-Saxons likewise helped to develop trade there in the earliest 
times. The trade between Belgium and Britain was described by Cssar as 
being very active.® In the time of the Roman Empire it developed further 
Ai^ianus Marcellinus relates that great quantities of com were brought from 
Britain to the Roman station on the Rhine.^^ In the seventh century there was 
a lively traffic between England and the opposite coast of Brittany, as we leam 
coins found here ; Merovingian denarii are found in England 
and Anglo-Saxon sceattas in Brittany.^® Moreover the lives of the Saints (Vita 
s. Fdiberti, and that of Columba), tell us that before the Carolingian period 
various goods, especially clothing (shoes and garments), were brought from 
Ireland to Brittany.^* 

In Edwin’s time (628) the King’s provision for the security of trade 
and of travellers in Britain is emphasized.^® Among the trading towns London 
(which already had an active trade in the time of Tacims)« and York are especially 
prominrat, ffien Bristol and Chester. In 685 London was already the cattle 
market for Kent. As a port for crossing to England, Quentowic (near Etaples) 
was ve^ important in the seventh century, when the number of pilgrims journey- 
ing to Rome had greatly increased,^’ and it is probable that a not unimportant 
tode between the British Isles and Gothland had already developed in that era.“ 
Irade and commerce play a correspondingly important part in the laws of the 
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Anglo-Saxon kings. In 685 in the London market^ stolen goods could be 
demanded by the original owner from the purchaser^ who had bought them 
in good faith., only if he refunded the purchase price. ^ According to the 
laws of Ine, a merchant caught stealing does not pay as high a fi,ne as 
others do, and none is required if he has acquired the goods in good faith.^ 
Clearly trade is to be favoured and encouraged. Moreover, a purchaser may 
return goods within thirty days if he finds them unsatisfactoiy^.^ In England, 
too, the sale of natives (both free and unfree) overseas is forbidden.^ 

These detailed proofs of conditions in the pre-CaroIingian period enable 
us to depict the general character of trade more accurately than has hitherto 
been done. Above all it has become clear that the great estates do not play 
the important and leading part formerly ascribed to them. I believe that in 
this matter the peculiar nature of the documentary evidence has been misleading. 
Because w^e possess royal grants allowing ecclesiastical estate owners to consign 
their wares duty free, and to sell them in the markets, it w^as imagined that they 
were the chief traders, so far as it was possible for any trade to take place within 
the framework of the supposedly self-sufficient economic unit of tlie time. But 
the fact that these remissions of duty were intended only to apply to things 
actually consumed by the religious institution in question has been completely 
overlooked. Anything over and above these domestic goods had to pay duty. 
The holders of such privilegia could not trade freely without paying dutyq and 
this is expressly emphasized in the w^ording itself.^ Here we must also add 
the canonical prohibition by which clergy were forbidden to trade for gain, 
i.e. for commercial profit.® 

This also explains the phenomenon that similar remissions of duty^ were 
granted only to a specific number of ships. The small number of these ships 
(two to five) led Sombart to conclude that the trade of the time was unimportant 
and even diminutive ''J The conclusion is inadmissible, because this restric¬ 
tion of exemption from customs to the personal needs of the recipient ® prevents 
us from establishing any connection between it and the general scope of trade. 
They are two quite different things. A glance at the similar remission of duty 
for pilgrims shows that no general remission was effected by these privUegia. 
Charles the Great in 796 expressly forbade the pilgrims to trade beyond the 
measure of their personal needs ; if they went beyond this, they were to pay duty. ® 

The theory of the self-sufficient independent economy of the great estates 
cannot be saved by the assumption that an intentional surplus production served 
only to supply the personal need for such articles of consumption as could not 
be produced within the domestic economy.^® Lay and ecclesiastical lords in 
that period used the amount realized from their surplus production not only 
to complement their own products but to purchase luxuries, such as ornaments 
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and splendid clothes^^ and also to extend their land. Thus Gregory of Tours 
tells how a noble Goth wanted to purchase with gold the watermill on an ecclesias¬ 
tical estate ^; and he repeatedly speaks of bishops who bought various properties 
iytllae) to add to their episcopal lands.^ This is most clearly seen in the story 
of the treasure of King Chilperic's wife (d. 584), who was obliged to excuse 
its magnitude by explaining that much of it had been bought with the revenue 
from the homesteads given to her.^ Here we have one of the earliest examples 
of the accumulation of capital from ground rent. 

What is the position with regard to the further assertion that trade in that 
period was small in volume ? According to this theory, trade was not only 
“ diminutive but brought the merchants very little gain, so that they only 
just made their living. There were no wholesale traders, but only “ beggarly 
hawkerspeople who haunt markets, like those to be seen to-day in the fairs 
of small towns. They were pedlars and hawkers, who with their crutch, their 
pack-animal, or their cart went from village to village, from one lord’s residence 
to another, as they do to-day in remote mountain istricts; small watermen, 
such as have disappeared long ago from our rivers, and compared with whom 
the boatman Wulkow is a great shipowner”.^ But the picture afforded by 
the documents is quite different. We have already heard of a rich trader of Tours 
who in the sixth century bought a quantity of wine at a high price in Orleans, 
and carried it away in boats.® The citizens of Verdun undertook business trans¬ 
actions with a capital of 7,000 gold pieces lent to them by King Theudebert 
(534-548), and so rose from their original poverty to the wealth for which 
they were widely renowned.^ A Syrian merchant became a bishop in Paris, 
because he used large sums of money for bribery.® Another merchant is said 
to have owned a house which he turned into a church ®; he must therefore 
have had other great possessions. Moreover, the merchant in Marseilles from 
whom seventy vessels of oil and fat were stolen at once, for which an archdeacon 
accused of the theft had to pay a fine of 4,000 gold pieces,^® cannot have been 
a “ beggarly hawker In Italy as early as the middle of the eighth century 
there were so many and such rich merchants that for the purposes of the military 
levy not only were they divided into different classes, but the richer ones were 
authorized to take the field on horseback and in heavy armour.Even small 
retail dealers made extraordinarily large profits from their trade. Gregory of 
Tours’ story about the avaricious merchant in Lyons, who began his wine trade 
with the third of a solidus and, by diluting his wine with water, retailed his wares 
at such profit that in a short time he made 100 solidi, i.e. 300 times his original 
capital, affords striking evidence of this.^^ Here, too, we may recall the case 
quoted above of the lector in Clermont-Ferrand, whose rich profit as middleman 
is related by Apollinaris Sidonius.^® All these examples show that at that time 
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the profits from the exchange of goods corresponded with the velocity of their 
circulation. 

A fundamental error of previous research has also been the view' that in 
that period all conditions necessary for the free fixing of prices w-ere lacking, 
and that the market as a regular meeting-place of buyers and sellers, and the 
knowledge of prime costs elsewhere, did not exist. Moreover, costs of production 
could not be taken into consideration. The simplicity, regularity, and uniformity 
of economic life in general fixed the same value for all objects of general usefuiness, 
and maintained that value in different districts and over long periods.^ In actual 
fact, however, there was no such constancy in value. Above all, as the documen¬ 
tary evidence given above shows, the widespread isolation of single economic 
units, which is the necessary condition of such a constant value, never existed. 
If, however, trade and commerce were actually much more developed than tliis 
theory allows, then entirely different conditions prevailed for the fixing of prices. 
In particular, the collapse of Roman rule, bringing in its train freedom from the 
oppression of official caprice, must have caused a fall in prices, hitherto artificially 
kept up. This has already been noticed in Italy, w'here prices fell considerably 
in the time of Ostrogothic rule, especially for articles of general use, like corn 
and wine.^ We have already learnt that an important feature in Theodoric’s 
laws was the introduction of “ fair ” prices.^ He insisted that they should 
not be fixed by official caprice.^ Athalaric (527)^ and Theodahad® (535-6) 
took similar measures, with special reference to the economic position at the 
time of the failure of the harvest.^ Thus the actual conditions of production, 
the necessitous condition of the population, and, above all, the economic produc¬ 
tivity of the taxpayers were at times to be taken into consideration in fixing 
prices. The Emperor Justinian adopted a similar position in tlie Pragmatic 
Sanction of 554 : prices were to be fixed according to the market.® The advan¬ 
tages of free prices would thereby be secured through the freeing of market 
transactions from all interference.® As a matter of fact higher prices w^ere 
already being paid in town markets than in the country for identical products.^® 

This was not only so in Italy. In the Frankish Kingdom the bishops 
as early as the Council of Orleans (538) were vigorously upholding fair prices,^^ 
This doctrine of iiistum pretiiim did not appear for the first time in the Carolingian 
period. If we examine more closely the folk-laws, on which the old theories 
of legal values and constant price were mainly based, we are led to a similar 
conclusion. A constant price was actually non-existent. The Visigothic Law*' 
recognizes a fair price (iiistum pretiwn) in sales both of mobilia {mancipia^ cattle) 
and immobilia (terrae\ and distinguishes a lesser price {vile pretiurri) and a too 
high price in comparison. Obviously it often happened that sales w^ere after¬ 
wards disputed with the excuse tliat the price paid w'as too low^. This w^as 

^ V. Inama-Sternegg, Deutsche WirtschaftsgescMchtey i, 266. 

^ See above, 341. 

® See above, 340. 

^ Cassiodorus, Far,, ii, 26 (507-5ii); MG. AA., xii, 61; c£ also ii, 38, ibid., 67. 

^ Ibid., ix, 5, op. cit,, 271. 

® Ibid., X, 28, op. cit., 315. 

7 Ibid., X, 28, op. cit., 315. 

8 c. 18, MG, LL., 5, 173. 

9 Ibid. 

^0 See the letter of Pope Gregory the Great, vii, 23; MG. Epp,,i, 46S (597). 

MG., Concil., i, 82, c. 30. 

12 V, 4, 6, 7; MG. LL,, sec. i, i, 219. 
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now definitely prohibited by law.^ According to Visigothic law the buyer of 
gold, silver, ornaments, and costly clothes, sold by overseas traders to natives 
if these proved to be stolen goods, is protected against any impeachment if he 
has paid ^pretium competens^ i.e. if in good faith he has paid a price corresponding 
to the value of the goods. The quality of the wares was therefore taken into 
consideration in concrete in fixing the price. It must be assumed that here valua¬ 
tion depended on the subjective practical value of the goods to the injured parties 
in case of damage, theft, or destruction.^ In the Alemannic Law there are 
no rigid legal values laid down for cattle; the Tit. Ixxx makes this evident; 
Summus loves 5 tremisses valet. Minor quod adpreciatus fuerit.^ And in 
the Lex Baiuvar, aesttmatores are called in to decide the cost of damages 
to goods. Here clearly the actual circumstances of the individual case are taken 
into account.® In the Ripuarian Law also, in the Intertiatio {anefang)^ if an 
animal is injured, it is to be valued at its worth when restored. The whole price 
is to be returned only if it is not uninjured,® while in the former case the owner 
of the stolen goods receives less compensation according to the new valuation. 
The Salic Law expressly recognizes the conception of a iustum pretium. The 
Rachimburgi, in a case of files facta^ i.e. an obligation in legal form, are to value 
the amount of the debt and the debtor is to pay the fair price.^ 

Moreover, the evidence of the early Frankish formularies should be con¬ 
sidered here,® and I would point to a number of formulae, from which I think 
it may be concluded that there was a subjective valuation; for instance, the 
formula of Tours about foundlings. If these were taken back by the real father 
or lord (in the case of serfs), the foster-father was to receive either another 
slave of the same value or the price which the child was worth.® A further 
example is a formula from Sens, which in the text gives the usual form of records 
of sale and concludes by a sanctions clause laying down the penalty for non-fulfil¬ 
ment of contract of either double the purchase price or the increased value of 
the article.^® Here it is made quite clear that the free fixing of prices was not 
unknown at that time. This is also confirmed by the famine prices to be found 
as early as the sixth century. We have already heard that the great famine 
in Gaul (585) was exploited by merchants and traders to raise important provisions 
(corn and wine).^^ Finally, fancy prices can be found in that period. Gregory 
of Tours relates that the Bishop Cautinus of Clermont (d. 572) helped the Jews 
very much by purchasing rare goods which they were able to procure for him. 
They profited cleverly by flattering his vanity, and obtained from him higher 
prices than the goods were worth.^^ 

Taken as a whole, trade in this early period was much more important and 
extensive than has been hitherto thought, more especially in view of the fact 
that in this matter also the extant sources cannot give even an approximate idea 
of the true state of affairs. I have already pointed out the fundamental importance 
of this great lacuna in dealing with the Carolingian period.^® The testimonium 
ex sikntio was never of less account than in this matter, because on the one hand 

^ Ibid., V, 4, 7. 2 xi, 3, I. 

® See Germ, edit., ii», 472. ^ 

® xiv, 17 ; ibid., 318. « Tit. Ixxii, 7, MG.^ v, 261. 

Tit. 1. 8 See Germ, edit., ii^, 473. 

® Turon. ii; MG, FF., 141 (taken word for word from Theodosianus). 

Senon., No. 2, ibid., 186. See above, 244 f. 

^3 Wirtschaftsentwicklung der Karolingeridt, ii, 255 ff. 
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the great ecclesiastical estates from which most of the documents emanate had 
little or no reason to carry on trade, and on the other we have no documents 
directly handed down to us from the merchants and traders and from tliose 
circles of the population among whom such business was presumably carried on. 
And the ephemeral character of such documents is in the nature of things, as 
H. Brunner first remarked with special reference to the cautio^: ‘Tt was legally 
intended to be destroyed.” 

For this pre-Carolingian age we can put the matter to the test. The preser¬ 
vation of Gregory of Tours’ works, affording, as they do, a vivid picture of 
conditions in Gaul, has added greatly to our knowledge of that countr}^ at this 
period. Similarly, Cassiodorus’ Varia^ and the works of Procopius in the sixth 
century yield much rich material respecting Italy. The distorted picture given 
by many economic historians even in recent times is partly due to the fact that 
they did not take the trouble to examine these comprehensive works. 

^ “ Zur Geschichte u. Dogmatik der Wertpapierey Zeitschr. f d. ges. Handelsrecht, xxiiy 69. 


Chapter XII 


CURRENCY AND MONEY ECONOMY 

(i) Currency 

T he widely-held theory of the primitive state of German culture in pre- 
Carolingian times has found considerable support in the general conceptions 
which have prevailed concerning the currency of that period. Misled by 
Tacitus’ well-known remark about the lack of silver and gold/ scholars have even 
gone so far as to hold that the Germans, both before and after the migrations, 
possessed neither a coinage of their own nor indeed any form of metal reckoning.® 
The facts that in the folk-laws values are computed in terms of cattle, and that 
in Ulfilas’ well-known Gothic translation of the Bible pecunia is translated faihu 
seemed to confirm this view. It was thought that the Roman coins in use 
among the Germans were accumulated as treasure and were not used for making 
payments. After the migrations and the fall of the West Roman Empire, the 
economically isolated German tribes were thought to have received no further 
appreciable external supplies of currency from which they might have been 
able to develop some system of currency of their own. Thus it appeared probable 
that the Inner German peoples, long after the foundation of their settlements, 
developed no system of money-valuation of the goods in which they traded 
and which they used.^ 

To-day the advance of archasological excavation has thrown an entirely 
new light on the subject. Above all, the frequently quoted accounts given of 
the matter by Tacitus must not be taken too literally. He says himself that 
the Germans nearest to the Romans had a high regard for money owing to 
their commercial connections.^ Thus they were already using gold and silver 
coins at that time in trade, and not merely treasuring them for their own sake. 
Moreover, Tacitus declares that they preferred silver to gold coins, because 
the former were more suitable and convenient to handle in small trade in the 
cheaper commodities. Trade was, however, also carried on in more costly products. 
Moreover, we find in the Germania itself two passages which prove that the 
Germans of that time were already receiving large quantities of money from 
the Romans. Speaking of their peaceful occupations, Tacitus expressly says that 
the rulers received from the neighbouring tribes not only presents of weapons and 
horses, but also money,^ and in his description of the Marcomanni and Quad!, 
he observes that the power of their kings depended on the support given them 
by Rome, and specifies money as the most effective support from this source.® 
We may add the numerous accounts given by Roman authors of payments 
of money to German chiefs and rulers, in particular the passage in Herodianus 
which describes Alexander Severus’s march to the Rhine in 234—5, which says that 

^ Germania^ c. 5- 

“ See V. Inama-Stemegg, in the 2nd edit, of his WG., i, 238 (1909). 

» Ibid., 243 f. « c. 5. 

‘ IS- » c. 42. 
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the Germans had themselves always been willing to sell peace for cash to the 
Romans, as they were money-grubbers v. Luschin, referring to the finds 
of coins, rightly pointed out that undoubtedy in the third and fourth centuries 
considerable sums of money were sent from the Roman Empire to Germany 
He emphasized the extremely important decrees of the Roman Emperors Gratian, 
Valentinian II, and Theodosius in the years 379“383, which forbade money- 
payments in trade with the barbarians on pain of death. The Codex of the 
Emperor Justinian (iv, 63, 2) incorporates these decrees, showing that they 
were also applicable at a later date. 

The numerous finds of coins in Germany in the last decades make it evident 
that the Germans did not merely hoard these Roman silver coins as treasure. 
The fact that great hoards of treasure have been found here and there has exerted 
too great an influence on this view, for in addition to these many smaller quantities 
of coins have been excavated, not only along the limes and in the old Roman 
provinces, but in a great many parts of Germany, and these cannot have been 
merely hoards. They w^ere clearly used in trade, as in the time of Tacitus. 
G. Wolff has suggested that these small coins were left by the Gallo-Roman 
population, which remained in the boundary lands conquered by the Germans, 
and that, after the German invasion of the limes had died down, and peaceful 
trade had again sprung up along the castella^ the coins came into use again. This 
suggestion has been confirmed by several other archeologists,^ and may be 
supplemented by a further observation. Among the finds in the region of 
Germania, which date from the third and fourth centuries, are denarii of the 
Republican period, to which too much importance has been attached owing to 
Tacitus’ famous story ^; but the great mass of the coins excavated are denarii of 
the same period as the finds. Trade among the Germans in the fourth century 
included many more silver pieces of the time of Diocletian and Constantine 
than of the Republic or the early Empire.^ This situation developed in the fifth 
and sixth centuries, in proportion as the commercial intercourse between the 
barbarians and Romans increased. In Frankish graves of the time silver coins have 
been found, especially siliquae and h.dli'-siliquae of the Constantinian and B^tzantine 
periods.® 

Thus we may take it as certain, first, that for centuries the Germans were 
familiar with Roman coinage and received Roman coins in trade, and, secondly, 
that they themselves were anxious to receive Roman money, and by no means 
only silver, in return for their products. Cssar tells us that die German territory 
was open to traders, but that its inhabitants wdshed rather to sell than to buy. They 
objected to the importation of wine, on the ground that it w^ould soften the 
people.”^ In this connection we may perhaps refer to the account of Caracalla’s 
march against the Alemanni and Chatti on the Main in 213 ; at that time there 
were with the Emperor in Germania messengers from many German peoples, 
even those on the North Sea and at the mouth of the Elbe, who offered friendship 

^ vi, 7; see also i, 6. 

^ Der Denar der Lex Salica,” Siti.-Ber. d. Wiener Akad.., 163, iv, 9 (1909). 

® See above, 67 f. 

^ Germania, c- 15 ; E- Norden, op. cit, 280 £ 

® Cf. Wiliers, “ Ein Fund von serrati im freien Germanien.” Numismat, Zeitschr., Wien, 1899 
330, 350, and Babelon, “ La silique Romain, ie sou et le denier de la ioi des Francs Saiiens,*^ Journal 
<ks Savants, 1901, 116. 

® Cf. M. Prou, Catalogue des Monnaies Mirovingiennes de la BihL Nat. Introduct., xcvi ff. 

7 Bed. Gall, iv, 2. 
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in return for money i When he agreed, many others came, who threatened war 
but were bought off with money. ’ 

If the Germans had been familiar with Roman money for a long time and UA 
a sufficient supply of it, they had at first no reason to mint any themsXrlw 
may have avoided this not merely because of technical inability, but bemuse it 
was very much to their advantage to use the Roman coins, for these were in 
circulation throughout the wide territories of the great Roman imverium Thk 
lack of a coinage of their own, therefore, seems to me to be a sign not so much 
of a primitive state of culture, as of the special relationship of the Germans to 
u ^^foederati and mercenary soldiers in Roman service 

they had no need to replace Roman coins current throughout the world bv 
their own made at home. This becomes still more comprehensible if, as the 
East Roman Agathias (sixth century) expressly tell us, they had taken over 
Roman toding laws. It is in fact a direct consequence of that continuitv in 
cultural development which has been depicted in this book. If the transition cLe 
about gradually and from widain, with German penetration of late Roman 
insumtions lasting over cenmries, and if there were no sudden breach of culture 
then this lack of an indigenous German currency appears merely to denote a 
continuation and adoption of the Roman inheritance. 

Yet another political factor enters into consideration here. The German 
peoples, after their settlement on Roman soil, became members of the Imperium 
Romanum-, they also recognized (as did Clovis) the rule of the Roman 
Empire in the East, when they had founded their own states after the fall of the 
Western Empire (476). Here, however, the right to mint their own coinage 
was not allowed to the subject and federated people. Even in the first half of tL 
p unheard of in the East Roman Empire that the 

Theudebert (^4-548) should mint coins with his own name and 
portrait. Procopius expressly tells us that this right belonged to the Emperor 

alone and was recognized even by the Persians, who possessed only a silver 
coinage of their own. j 

'' generally known ffierefore that, in the various German states, at first 

T*" ^ere minted 

5 barbarian coins, minted by Germans in imitation 
ok those of Rome, are not only very numerous but often difficult to distinguish 

fX different German statef. In 

institutions and conditions at first remained 
XTw ’ ■ can be seen particularly clearly. Theodoric 

foe nS.e X' ^ “d a trieJ (one-third of a Lidus), under 

was '^hich at first merely the place of minting 

RomXFmt recognized by the East 

of Xins?rSn on the reverse at the end 

ThS hX ^n .t, bad silver coins, sdiguae and half-ffff^rz^ag, minted. 

afidLffierevXTt P“ East Roman Emperor, 

and on the reverse Theodoric s monogram, now in the centre. Copper coins were 

* (Teubner ed., Dindorf), iv, 293 f. 

’ Gotico, iii, 33. 

Empire.” LndsmJi CWc/;, Western Europe from theFnll of the Western 



CURRENCY AND MONEY ECONOMY 361 

already being minted without any mention of the Emperor; they have a figure 
of Rome with the names of the minting place and the king in full (DN. TkeoJoricn'! 
rex). The Ostrogothic kings who followed him have left no o-old coins but 
numerous silver and copper coins bearing the portrait and name*^of the Eastern 
Emperor, but on the reverse either the monogram of the Gothic King or his 
name written in several lines. The bronze coins already have the portrait of the 
crowned Gothic ruler, while the reverse, in imitation of the Roman Imperial 
period, has an image of Victory with the corresponding inscription (Victoria 
Augusta), as, for example, under Theodahad. We see how the political relationships 
with the Eastern empire are refleaed here. The Gothic king limited himself to 
silver and copper coinage, until he was definitely recognized and had an under 
standing with the Eastern empire. The Roman model vas also followed in the 
matter of weight. But under Theodoric it appears that lighter gold coins were 
struck, as we learn from^ a complaint of the bodyguard at the beginnino- of the 
sixth century, who considered themselves to have suffered in the amount and 
weight of their pay.^ 

The coinage of the Visigoths ^ also was at first closely connected ’with the 
Roman system. There are in existence gold pieces bearing the portrait of the 
Eastern Emperor. The coins minted by the Gothic kings which have come down 
to us are almost exclusively gold pieces— trientes bearing the head of the royal 
coiner with his name and Ae title rex as a superscription, and various epithets 
such as felix, inclitus, pius, etc. On the reverse is the name of the mintino- place 
and sometimes a short remark referring to a particular historical event°as for 
example, Cordoba bis optinuit, or Emerita victori, etc. The great number of 
minting places is noteworthy; they are all towns, some of which (the smaller 
ones) are no longer in existence. King Alaric 11 (484-507) had gold coins of a 
lesser weight minted, the acceptance of which was prohibited in Burgundy in 
King Godomar’s time (524 .?),3 and it seems that the regulation of coinage in 
Spain at that period was in a bad way, for the Ostrogothic King Theodoric also 
issued a regulation (523-526) referring to that country, from which we infer 
that the coiners who ought to have been working for public needs were actually 
busy in the interest of private people.^ From late Roman timpg 5 abuse of 
clipping and otherwise damaging good coins of full weight for purposes of gain 
was prevalent,® and people even refused to accept solidi of full weight with 
the result that their obligatory acceptance had to be legally enforced.’ ^ 

Among the Burgundians a continuity in coinage from late Roman times 
is clearly apparent. The famous mint of Lyons still continued to exist in the second 
half of the fifth century, and coins of the Emperor Avitus’ time (455, 456) have 
been preserved from this source. 

The same is true of the Lombards in Italy.® No coins have come down to 

^ Cassiodoras, Far., i, 10 (507-511), MG, AA,, xii, i8. 

^ Cf. A. Heiss, Description ginirale des monnaies des rois wisigotks.^ Paris, 1S72, and P. Ch. Robert 
Numismatique de la province Languedoc (1879) Keary, op. cit.; Soetbeer's short remarks (00. cit! 
285 f.) are quite superseded by the account given by these authors. 

® MG. ZZ-, sect, i, 2, 120, c, 7. 

^ Cassiodorus, Far., 39, MG. AA.., xii, 16$. 

® Cf. Th. Mommsen, Rom. Strafrecht, 674. 

® Cf- Lex Visigot., vii, 6, 2. 

^ Ibid., vii, 6, 5. 

® Cf. C. Brambilia, Monete di Pavia., 1S83, and the detailed Corpus Nummorum Italicorum. iv 
1913 : Lombardia. Zeccke Minori^ Vy 1914 : Lombardia, Milan, are especially relevant. ^ 
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us from the time of the first rulers, but we have some bearing the names of 
Eastern emperors (such as Mauricius Tiberius, 582-602) ; these are, however so 
roughly minted that they are supposed to have been the work of the Lombards. 
The earliest coins bearing the monogram of a Lombard king himself come from 
Rothari, in whose well-known Edict (643) minting is regarded as a royal 
prerogative.^ These issues made by the Lombard rulers consist exclusively of 
tremissi (a third of a solidus) and reveal clearly differences in political develop¬ 
ment ; in southern Italy Byzantine influences remain in the stamp, while in the 
north the Lombard characteristics predominate. 

The weight of these tremissi gradually decreased,^ as is clearly shown by the 
thirty-seven found in the excavations at Ilanz in Switzerland in 1904, which 
belong mainly to the time of Desiderius. They are also of inferior fineness, as 
their pale gold colour shows. Besides these, silver coins are found from the time 
of King Perctarit (671-686) onwards. They are very thin planchets, and are 
patelliform. As they are stamped on one side only, they may be considered as 
precursors of the half-bracteates, and they are very light in weight. There are 
also a number of tremissi bearing no indication of their mint of origin, but 
stamped with various single letters (M, V, T, P, S, C) and an open hand 
Qmancusi), Attempts have been made to interpret these as the names of the 
officials of the mint ^ or the name of the mint itself, but the term mancusi comes 
from the Arabic ^; and the open hand is certainly not to be explained thus.® 
The word Flavia which comes before the name of the Lucca mint also precedes 
the names of other mints after Aistulf’s time. The suggestion has been made 
here that the towns which have the name Flavia on their coins were royal in the 
narrower sense at the time of minting, i.e. they were under the direct control of 
the king.® 

An interesting counterpart of the Continental coinage is to be found among 
the Anglo-Saxons of the British Isles.^ Here also gold and silver coins were minted 
in the early period; and besides these there were stycas in Northumbria made 
from a mixture of copper, zinc, and silver. Gold coins are not numerous. They 
are imitations of Roman and Frankish coins, and some have runic inscriptions. 
Later, in the eighth century under King Offa, there are also imitations of Arabian 
mancusL Gold coins were in circulation in Kent at any rate in the second half of 
the seventh century, as we see from the comparison of Earcongota, the daughter 
of Earconbert of Kent, a nun at Faremoutier-en-Brie, with an aureum nomisma? 
The later gold mancusi of the time of Offa of Mercia are not the same as this 
Kentish shilling.® The great find at Crondale (Hants) in 1828 brought to light 
numerous^ small gold pieces, which clearly are stamped after the pattern of the 
Merovingian They weigh 19-21 grains (1*23-1 *36 grm.).^® The words 

and marc are of Scandinavian origin and were introduced by the Danish invaders 

^ c. 242, MG. iv, 60. 

^ For Table of Weights, see Germ, edit., ii^, 485. 

® See Germ, edit, ii^, 486. 

5 Cf. ChadTWck, Studies on Anglo~‘Saxon Institutions (1905), ii. 

„ Froehner, “ Le gant dans la numismatique Byzantine ’’ {Annuaire de la Soc. franc, de numism., 
1890, 174), fought of the glove_ which was a sign of feudal dependence. 

Ci. W. Kubitschek, Numismat, Zeitschr., Wien, 1909, 4^ (N.S., 2), 46. 
tor Bibliography, see Genn. edit., ii^, 487, note 47. 

® Bede, iifwr. ecc/., iii, 8. 

10 Carlycm-Britton, Gold mancus of OfFa,*^ Brit. Numismat. Journal, v, 56 (1909). 
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in the ninth century. They denote not the coins themselves but the weight of gold 
and silver^ as does the word pimd^ from the Latin pondus* From these facts we 
can clearly trace the foreign influences at work in the British Isles. 

On the whole, silver coins are more usual in this early period; the term 
sceatt is used for them. Th. Mommsen has observ^ed that in England and Ireland 
several hoards of silver have been found mainly consisting of siliquae^ apart from 
which few silver coins of the post-Constantine period have been discovered in 
any quantity.^ Soetbeer concluded from this that in England towards the end of 
Roman rule silver money was more important and more widely used, even for 
large payments, -than in the other provinces.^ If we add that the Anglo-Saxon 
sceattas also bear inscriptions after the Roman pattern, a connection with late 
Roman conditions is clear here, too. These silver coins bear the names of the 
Anglo-Saxon kings. Their weights vary between 9 and 21 grains,^ which shows 
a certain similarity to the weight of the earlier continental silver coinage ^; they 
double in the same way as the siliquae and hdH-siliquae, In a translation of the 
Bible sceatt is used for the Greek Sr]vdpiovy while the term scilling is found for 
solidus in a Gothic document of the sixth century (Naples). In the earliest Kentish 
laws of King ^thelbert (601—4) ^ sceatt = one-twentieth solidus.^ 

The term penny {pending^ penning) appears in Ine’s Laws (688-695),® 
refers to silver coins. The earliest sur\dving pennies belong to Mercia in the 
middle of the eighth century. Those found in Wessex begin about 800.^ It is 
supposed that this new type of penny was introduced from a Frankish model. 
Most of King Oifa’s pennies weigh less than 19 grains ®; under his successors this 
weight was increased, and under King Alfred in the ninth centur}^ it was 
considerably higher.® Keary’s theory ® that the mention of pennies in Ine’s Laws 
is a later interpolation or addition, because no penny had at that time been coined 
in England, is doubted by Chadwick,^ ® and rightly described by F. Liebermann as 
unconvincing.^^ It is also not impossible that Ine gave this name to the sceatt. 
Moreover, pennies were used as units of reckoning below shillings, so that in 
Wessex 5 and in Mercia 4 went to a shilling.^2 ^ Kentish shilling was equal to 
two and a half Wessex shillings.^® In the documents of the ninth century the value 
of large sums in pounds or mancusi is usually given in denarii^^ as is the practice 
in Frankish territory. We also find the term thrymsy which seems to come from the 
Latin tremissisy but in value it does not resemble either the Roman or the Frankish 
coin of that name. None of the coins which have been found correspond to it, 
and it may perhaps be a unit of account.^® Where the w^ord is used for a monetary 
value {North-Leoda Laga) it is equal to three Mercian pennies.^® MancuSy a term 

^ Gesch. d. rom, Jkluniwesens, 788. 

^ Op. cit., i, 276. 

® C£ Chadwick, op. dt., 8. 

^ C£ below, 364, and Germ, edin, ii\ 483. 

^ c. i 6 y 33, 59, 60, 72 ; also F. Liebermann, Ges. d. Angelsachseriy Art. “ Sceatt ii, 2, 634 
(Glossary). 

6 c. 44, 59. 69. 

^ Keary, Cataloguey ii, xviii, xxiii; dso Chadwick, op. cit., 4. 

® Chadwick, op. cit., 5. 

* Op. cit-, XX. Op. cit., 9. 

See his article Pfennig ”, Geset^e d. Angehachseny ii, 2, <$14 (1912), 

Chadwick, op. cit., 12 ff. 

Chadwick, op. cit., 19, and Liebermann, Art. "" Schilling ”, op. dt., ii, 2, 640. 

Chadwick, op. cit., 19. 

Chadwick, op. cit-, 10. 
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first found at the end of the eighth century, means a certain weight of sold 
It comes from Arabic and probably crossed to England when the Moorish power 
m Spam and the South of France was at its height. Chadwick thinks it possible 
Aat It came directly from the Orient, with which Charles the Great Lded i 
It IS equivalent to 30 pence.^ From the ninth century the pound was eaual to 
240 pence or 12 otae^ so that i ora = 16 pence (denarii)? 

Chadwick is inclined to ascribe the differences in Anglo-Saxon coinages to 
their derivation from two different sources : the Mercian and West Saxon coi^aeies 
coming from the Merovingian model,^ while the Kentish originated in England 
itseff with the runic inscriptions.® This state of affairs makes it very difficult 
to determine the relative value of gold and silver in England at that early period 
Probably the ratio varied.^ ^ 

We must remember this when we proceed to consider conditions in the 
Merovingian kingdom. Here, too, there is a link with the Roman system. It is 
noteworthy that no^ coinage of Clovis’ own has as yet been found. At that time 
coins were minted in Gaul with the name and portrait of the Eastern Emperor. 
boLidt and tremissi, with more or less distorted portraits of the Emperors Anastasius 
(491-518), Justin I (518-527), and Justinian (527-565), which show obvious 
signs of Prankish origin or mention a Frankish mint, are by no means rare.® 

Here also Byzantine influence was decisive from the beginning.'^ The Lex 
Salica reckons i solidus as equivalent to 40 denarii But we meet with a difficulty 
m the fact that the excavated coins are of very light weight (o-6o to 
I • 20 grms.) so that if gold is to silver in value as 14-4: i (as laid down in a decree 
of me Einperors Arcadius and Honorius in 397, which Justinian incorporated 
unchanged in his laws), forty of these little silver pieces do not actually equal a 
gold solidus of the time, for the weight of the latter in the Eastern Empire is 
4‘55 gramn^s. We must, however, consider the special development which 
occurred m Gaul. For there, in the first half of the fifth century, as an Edict of the 
Emperor Majorian in 458 shows, solidi were minted, the acceptance of which, 
owing to_ their light weight, was forbidden in the public exchequers,® and they 
^ no circulation in Italy in the time of Pope Gregory the Great (590-604). 
i here are many solidi, especially from Southern Gaul and bearing the names of 
the Emperors Justin II (565-578) and Mauricius Tiberius (582-602), with a 
weight of only 3-94 to 3-80 grammes or even less.® Deterioration in value also 
occurre ere, so that these pieces are stamped as 21 siliquae instead of 24. 

e Pranks iraiteted not only the gold coinage but also the silver coinage 
ot Rome. In graves in Belgium, Northern France, and the Rhineland, there have 
been found both Roman silver pieces of the fourth and fifth cenmries emanating 
trom iib:^nal mints, and also Frankish imitations, so like the originals that it is 
often difficult to distinguish them.i® Their weight shows that they were 
modelled on the half- and qamex-siliquae of the Romans.^ Because all 


* See Germ, edit., ii®, o. 
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the known Frankish silver coins of the time are much too light for the denarius 
of the Lex Salica^ and also because Gregory of Tours does not use the term 
denarius^ it has been assumed that the Franks in the sixth century had no know¬ 
ledge of the denarius?- This argument ex silentio^ howeverj does not justify 
such a^ conclusion. It should be emphasized that Gregory often speaks of 
argenteij and avoids the expression solidus^ using aureus in place of it.^ I 
have already suggested earlier ^ that the denarius of the Salic Law is connected 
with those small silver pieces, so numerous in French excavations, which have a 
weight of only 0*62 to o* 80 grammes. But there are also Roman silver coins, 
with the name and portrait of the Emperor Justinian, weighing only 0*52 to 
0*73 grammes.^ If we reckon forty to the solidus j this would give 24*80 to 
32 grammes; and this would make the Frankish gold solidus weigh 2*48 to 
3*20, if gold was to silver as 10: i (which I think probable in view' of Anglo- 
Saxon conditions).^ Actually a tremissus of the time of Clothar II (613-628) 
has been found, weighing only 0*88 grammes, which would make the solidus 2-64. 

From the beginning of the seventh century we are on firm ground, as the 
excavations of denarii can be dated with certainty. A silver coin of the time of 
King Charibert II (629-631) weighs i*i6 grammes.® There can be no doubt 
that at the time there was a heavier silver coinage, due to tlie introduction of the 
denanus? A change in Frankish coinage took place in the first half of the seventh 
century. The decay of the old Merovingian coins, which can be traced even at 
the end of the sixth century, necessitated a reform. New and much heavier silver 
pieces were coined, of which only 12 went to the Frankish solidus. This 
metliod of reckoning is known in the Angers formulary. The new’ coins w^ere 
apparently equivalent to the much depreciated gold solidus in use in tlie Frankish 
Kingdom.® This theory enables us to dispense with the old attempt at explanation, 
which assumed that there was a sudden reduction of all payments from 40 to 12 
denarii.^ Actually it is a question of two quite different denarii ; and the new 
one (12 to a silver shilling) was not identical with the old (one-fortieth of the gold 
solidus). 

Hitherto this ancient Frankish denarius has been valued much too highly. 
My much lower valuation is supported by the hitherto unexplained fact of the 
amazing height of the fines in the Salic Law, which surprised earlier scholars.^® The 
reason for these apparently “ double ’’ reckonings now becomes clear. Seebohm 
correctly pointed out that they were originally calculated in denarii and only later 
in solidi.^'^ The number of shillings w^as added, Brunner says, to distinguish the 
denarii as such (40 being equal to a solidus). Here, I think, is the best proof of my 
assumption that the value of the earlier and later denarii w^as not the same. We 
can now understand the nature of this transition more clearly. The rejection of the 

^ DRG.j 312, note 4. 

2 Cf. H. Brunner, Zeitschr. f RG., xxix, 144. 

® Wzrtschaftsentwickiung der Karoling.^ieitj ii, 286 £=2nd edit., 297 £ 

^ Cf Luschin, op. cit,, 6. 

® See above, 364. 

« Prou, op. cit., 65, Table i, 29. 

’ Luschin, op. cit., 40 ff. 

® Cf, also Luschin in N. Archiv.y xxxiii, 458. 

* See Germ, edit., ii®, 494, note 94. 

C£ K. V. Richthofen, Zur Lex Saxonum, 370 £, and Boretius, “Zur Lex Saxonum/’ UistoTm 
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Gallic solidi in Italy in Pope Gregory the Great’s time proves that these had 
depreciated in value at the end of the sixth centuryP On the other hand, a reform 
of the coinage had already been effected under King Charibert II 
(629-631)- the greater weight of the denarii of his period which have been 
excavated reveal this. Thus the first third of the seventh century was 
probably a period of transition. Luschin also ascribes the change to the rdgn of 
Clothar II (613-629), and according to his view the general re-introduction of the 
denarius among the Franks dates from the same years.^ At any rate there must 
have been important reasons for introducing such a measure. If we remember 
that Byzantine influence was at work among the Franks in the early period, we 
can hardly be wrong in assuming that to it was due the decisive impetus on 
this occasion also. We know now that the Emperor Heraclius (610-641) had 
since 615 adopted a new coinage and had caused a heavier silver coin to be minted, 
the v 6 fj.i<xixa i^dypafx[/,ov, by which payments were reduced to half those 
expressed in terms of the old coins.^ Hilliger remarked that the differentiation 
of the solidus, found later among the Franks, into a solidus auri and a solidus in 
argento, is on the Byzantine model.^ I think it probable that the same is true of this 
coinage of heavy denarii in the Frankish kingdom. This is confirmed by the 
fact that the lighter Frankish gold solidi (of 20 siliquae) also bore the Emperor’s 
portrait.® It would be remarkable if the silver coinage had not been copied from 
Byzantium at a time when we have evidence of close political relations with the 
East and of the willing submission of the Frankish king to that influence.’ 

The view that the new Frankish reckoning of one solidus to 21 denarii 
goes back to the silver standard of Austrasia is still generally held. The tribes on 
the right bank of the Rhine are said always to have been accustomed to reckon 
in this way. But the passage in the Ripuarian Law (Tit. xxxvi) on which this 
argument is based cannot be taken as reliable evidence, as it has been proved to 
be a Carolingian interpolation. Prou was right in rejecting this whole theory; 
he considers it improbable that this influence was felt in the eighth century, seeing 
the Franks, at a much earlier date when it must have been stronger, had adopted 
the Roman gold-standard as the basis of their coinage (sixth century).® He shows 
that the Austrasians not only had gold from the time when they first minted, 
but also that Austrasian mints were the first to coin gold trientes. But the evidence 
of the Ripuarian Law (Tit. xxxvi) ought not to be entirely rejected. Brunner 
assumes that it is due to an eighth century revision.® The reference to a fixing 
m value which is described as antiquitus would therefore take it back to pre- 

HilHger has produced other evidence from the first 
half of the eighth century which proves the same thing, i.e. this way of reckoning 
may in fact already have been introduced in the seventh century. Various scholars 
have (drived the Frankish silver shilling of 12 denarii from the old gold tremissus 
(one-third of the solidus). It was a way out of a difficulty which we do not 

I Epp., I, 389 (vi, 10), of the year 595. 

- Op. cit., 48. 

® aron. P^chak (rec. L. Dindorf, 1832), i, 706. 
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encounter to-day, as it has been proved that in consequence of the depreciation 
of the old gold solidus ( = 40 denarii) it was now reckoned as equivalent in value 
to 12 only of the new heavier denarii?- The decisive factor is the increase 
in weight of the denarius^ which has been proved definitely by excavations.^ 

This alteration in the Frankish coinage used to be described as a 
transition from a gold to a silver standard.® Actually there was a double standard 
after as well as before the change. The usual explanation of the causes of this 
reform ^ is also incorrect. Gold did not disappear out of Gaul owing to a scarcity 
of new supplies, consequent upon the cessation of trade from West to East. 
For the Edict of the Emperors Gratian, Valentinian, and Theodosius 
also incorporated in Justinian's laws (iv, 63, 2), shows that the flow of 
gold from the Eastern Empire to the barbarians must have been very great and 
that it was due to the trade with the West. Indeed it is clear that the barbarians 
must have possessed large stocks of gold, since not only was it forbidden 
to pay them in this metal, but the instruction was given that they should be 
persuaded to give up their gold. It is obvious that the theory of a scarcity of 
gold is merely hypothetical, and is influenced by the older theory of the lack of 
culture and the cessation of all trade among the Germans; but it is untenable 
in the light of existing documentary evidence. Gratian's decree makes it evident 
that in his period gifts and tribute by the Emperors to the rulers of those 
same barbarian tribes took the form of gold payments measured in hundred¬ 
weights.^ The finds of coins reveal that there was a comparatively large number 
of Roman and Byzantine gold coins of the fifth and sixth centuries in Northern 
Germany and in the Baltic lands. O. Montelius describes this source of supply 
as the reason for the northern wealth of gold, and says that it came direct from 
the South, through North-East Germany (where great finds have been made on 
the Vistula) as far even as Sweden.® There is much evidence to prove 
that precious metals must have been plentiful in Gaul at the end of the 
sixth century, not only among the rulers but among the nobles and rich 
citizens. In addition I may recall my previous remarks about wealth gained 
in trade (e.g., by the citizens of Verdun, who were not exceptional) and the 
rich annual gifts of the nobles to the king.^ The hoards of money collected 
by certain individuals were now once more put into circulation, especially in 
the case of the gifts frequently made by the kings to notable and influential men 
and to churches and monasteries, who for their part passed the money on in 
purchases of various kinds, such as lands and serfs, thereby maintaining the 
circulation of money.® It is not true that from the middle of the sixth century 
there was no great flow of gold into the Frankish kingdom, whereas there was 
a continual flow into the Orient by way of trade.® The Arabs carried 
Byzantine gold into Italy and Spain (Byiantius Sarracenatus), But this is true 
not only of those countries: in Southern Gaul numerous gold pieces were 

^ Lusdiin, N. Archiv., xxxiii, 458. 

^ Cf. Prou, op. ciL, cviii; Hilliger, 1907, 27. 
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’ See above, 344 also 333. 

® Soetbeer, op. cit., 306. 

® So Luschin, Denar d. Lex SaL, op. cit., 52, note 3, 



368 


EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 


circulating in the second half of the sixth and the first half of the sevpnti, 

centuries.^ ^ ^eventn 

Thus the ever popular view that after the reform of the Frankish cnrrpn. 
at the beginning of the seventh^century the minting of gold ceased, that gol^as 
used only in hoarding treasure,- and that the newly-created Frankish demrius was 
meant to replace the scarcity of gold, is wrong. We need only open ProuV 
catalogue to see that pld was still minted in the second half of the sLe^th and die 
beginning of the eighth centuries.* To this we may add the information given k 
the Life of St. Ehgms (d. bemeen 659 and 665), which is, however, of Carolindan 
origin, about the refining of the gold paid as taxes to the king> A considerable 
part at least of these taxes must therefore actually have been paid in coined gold 
wen m the second half of the seventh century.® The number of places in the 
brankish kingdom where coins were minted increased during the seventh and 
eighth centuries,® and the names of these numerous mints are mainly preserved 
upon gold coins (trientes). Too much attention has been paid to the coins struck 
under the king’s name, and it has not been observed that there were many more 

Merovingian coins only the name of the mint- 
official and the mint itself are recorded.'^ Prou has established the fact that these 
mint-officials first began to sign their coins, both gold and silver, in the second 
half of tlte sixth century.® Most of these numerous trientes belong therefore to 
the seventh and the first half of the eighth centuries. 

On the other hand, we must have done once and for all with the view that 
all the gold flowed from West to East, and that Byzantium and the Eastern Empire 
were, so to speak, a great hoard of gold. Nothing could be farther from the 
^th. We have quite definite information on the point for the time of the 
bmperor Heraclius (610-641). The lack of ready money was sorely felt in the 
bast at that time, for the great wars swallowed up enormous sums. Therefore 
m 613 (the conquest of Damascus), and in 622 (the campaign against Persia), 
Herachus claimed the treasures and gold supplies ofthe Church for state purposes.® 
Ine scarcity of money under this Emperor was very acute. On account of this 
lack of gold and silver he also undertook the minting of heavy silver pieces, 
by which the recipients of pdyat felt themselves injured, because the number of 
coins given to them was reduced by half. 

In view of these facts the reform of the coinage in the Frankish kingdom is 
seen to be not so much a consequence of the scarcity of gold or of a passive 
balance of trade, as an attempt to improve the currency.^^ The new heavy denarzi 
were not intended to replace gold, but to serve the Lw and increasing claims 
ot commerce and trade, which were much further developed than was formerly 
• Their tendency is to increase in weight.^^ A heavier coinage always 
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‘ le 5" 5 . note x, and Luschin, op. dt., yz, note 3. 

17 ff. No. 67I7U ^ MarseiUes, Prou, op. dt., 310 £, No. 1413 - 1426 , - op. dt., 

t c®® Meroy., iv, 68x. 

bee below, 377 £ ’ 

• Prou, op. cit.. Intro J., Ixvi f. 

’ Prou, op. dt., /ntrod., Ixii. 

® Ibid., bo«i. 

Persischen Feldzuge des Kaisers HeraWius,” Zoitschr., iii, 34° 

?P- “■> 48 - 

See above, 339 fF. w 


Prou, op. cit. 



CURRENCY AND MONEY ECONOMY 369 

has a favourable effect on prices. Probably the working of the silver mines of Melle 
in Poitou was begun at that time,^ and enabled these heavier coins to be produced. 

We shall be able to form a more correct estimate of these events if we con¬ 
sider more closely another problem which is the great riddle of Merovingian 
numismatics, viz. the right of coinage. As we have seen the number of coins 
bearing- the king’s name is relatively small Besides these there are also what 
may be described as Church coins (moneta sancti N* or racio ecclesie) ; but most 
of them bear only the mint-master’s name and the place.^ It has therefore been 
thought that there was no royal prerogative of coinage among the Merovingians, 
and that minting was freely allowed under the personal security of the person who 
ordered it and of the mint official^ Prou thinks that not only the king but also 
the Church had the right to issue coins; and that the latter had coins minted in 
the villages and homesteads (yillae) belonging to it. This corresponded to the 
position of the great lay lords of the time. Was the right of coinage, then, an 
appurtenance of such estates ? I think we must not go too far in this direction. 
The fact that numerous and often small places are mentioned on the coins does 
not prove that all these places were regular mints. It has, indeed, been thought 
that the mint-masters plied their trade wandering from place to place. ^ 

After what has been already said about the meaning of vicus^ castrum^ and 
malliLs as centres of the folk-communities, and their importance in trade and 
commerce, we can no longer think simply in terms of purely seigneurial and 
estate activity, in the sense presumably of the regulations of the Capitulare de 
villis. In many of these places there were royal palaces and customs houses. 
The fact that the coins bear their names proves tiiat trade in these regions created 
an economic demand for coins. If it were only a question of seigneurial villae 
this would hardly be comprehensible, for the great estates were in the best 
position to supply their domestic needs by their own production.^ Moreover, 
the fairly frequent inscription racio on the coins of the time is not to be explained, 
as hitherto, by saying that minting was carried on “ for the accounting ” of the 
great estate in question. Racio at that time implied administration or oiSce of 
administration, and revenue,® e.g. there was the administration of fiscus 
(raab^a) and the administration of the Church (r<2cf£> 

I shall now try to solve this riddle of early medieval numismatics in another 
way. From many places we have coins, some of which bear the king’s name, 
others the inscription racio ecclesie^ and others only the mint-master’s name with 
the name of the town.'^ The same mint-master appears on coins with the name of 
the king, and on those of the local church.® In other towns we find the same 
mint-master occurring on pieces bearing the king’s name, and on palace coins 
and coins that only have the name of the town.® From Vienna we have a coinage 
with the Emperor Tiberius de officina Laurientt^^ and a triens bearing only the 
name of the place and Laurent {ius)}-'^ Similarly, from Clermont-Ferrand there 

^ Cf. Richard, Revue numzsmat.y iii, Ser, ii (1893), 194 ff., esp. 195, 
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are coins struck in the name of King Theodebert II (595-612),! and others 
bearing the name of the same mint-master, together with the name of the nlace ' 
The same is true of Limoges under Dagobert I (629-639),3 and of Bennesac 
(Lozere) under Charibert (629-632).^ In Poitiers the same mint-master 
(hriderico) appears on coins which have only the place-name, and on others 
with rczac ecclesie.^ These facts teach us that the same mint-masters minted coins 
lor the king, for churches, and monasteries, and for the state. It is not true that 
me great estates had their own regular mint-masters, as Prou thought probable * 
On this point we also possess information about Spain from a description of the 
time of King Theodoric the Ostrogoth (523-6); the king objects to the 
abuses ‘which have crept into the country, in that mint-masters, who ought to 

be working for the public benefit, are confining their activities to the nrofit of 
private people.’’ ^ 


Mint-masters belonged to the precious metals industry and were gold- 
and silversmiths; hence we may use documentary evidence about these persons 
in order to elucidate the problem. Particular note should be taken of the faber 
aurifex qui publice probatus est mentioned in the Alemannic Law.® This general 
and public ’ recognition presupposes a position in which, it is stated, the man 
has turned out well. I may recall the fact that the expression publicus in the 
Merovingian period is often used in the sense o? regius.^ Thus it is possible that 
the mint-masters required some such approval by the public authority for the 
practice of their industry, especially if coinage were a royal prerogative, as I thinV 
it likely that it was. Furthermore we must consider the nature of the goldsmith 
industry. In it hired labour played an important part, but this meant that the 
go dsmiths worked up raw materials given to tliem by private customers, and 
were paid for their work.!® Both in the Burgundian and in the Visigothic Laws 
there are decrees concerning the punishment of those workers for wages who are 
guilty of fraud in keeping back material, and in both the gold- and silversmiths 
are especially naentioned.!! Thus we may suppose tltat the making of coins was 

a so wage 'work. This would easily explain the expressions racio fisci, racio 
ecclesie, or basihci. 


It IS important that we have one royal decree from the earliest Carolingian 
time, which refers back to these earlier conditions. Here the king, in virme of his 
royal prerogative, fixes the weight and number of the coins, and decrees that the 
mint-master rnay retain one shilling out of every twenty-two (which should 
e made out of one pound of metal), and should hand over the rest to the dominus 
to whom they belong.!^ Here we also have the key to the explanation of the 
erovingian nght of coinage and the conditions under which it was exercised. 
We see that even then it was_possible not only for the king, but also for private 
peop e, to give metal to the mint-master to be coined at their expense, even though 
undoubtedly existed. The king fixed the monetary standard 
nd the size of the coins, and the pay for the mint-master’s work. There is no 
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reason to doubt that the same process was customary in Merovinman times 

period in all their economic measures. A glance at later developments will enable 

assocktiorS" the whole matter. Even in the period of territorial coinage an 
association {Mxa^erhausgenossen) was given the duty and privilege of mintino- 
all the coins, according to conditions laid down by the holder of the rova! 
Ferogative.x Moreover, in the Merovingian period there were se'Ll co nS 

Sees We mS ’ Tf Chalon-sur-Saone, and Xr 

we may conclude that it was an industrial combination (fienossm- 

mtSSf 7^® ™°tdinanly large number of places mentioned on coins^ 

SeT “ f ^ Carolingians coins were obwouslv 

made m many different places, as we learn from a capitulary of Charlemagn'e 

hear of an actual mint (<#cNa), 
both on die coins themselves ^ and in documents. St. EUgius went to be taugk 
by the mint-master AEbo at Limoges; he tells us that Abbo was director of die 
state mint Aere, which shows that there was a definite organization of state 
coinage The mint-master Priscus, whose name appears on certain coins, is to be 
identified with a particular Jew Priscus (d. 582), mentioned by Gregorj- of Tours,® 
from whom King Chilpenc (d. 584) used to buy cosdy wares.^ The Domnolus 
meimoned with Priscus on a coin of Chalon-sur-Saone is the domesticus named 
by bredegarius m 585.8 TMs view derives additional support from the fact that 
according to the Vita Eligu a domesticus works with the monetarius in refinino- 
and prepanng the gold received as taxes.® Thus we have further help towards 
solving the problem of the control of coinage. Obviouslv, the coinage 
was mrmed to Priscus, just as later on other rich merchants who seemed suitable 
tor me purpose (for me supply of material required large sums of money and 
speaal conditions and opportunities) farmed me mints.^® At me same time 
we see mat meir activities were subject to me control of me royal finance officials. 
In mis connection I should like also to identify anoffier mint-master who appears 
on coins of Tours ^; here he is called “ Domnigisele But Gregory of Tours 
often rnentions a Domigiselus, who was sent as ambassador to Spain by Kino- 
Chilperic to supervise ffie outfit and dowry of ffie king’s daughter.^® On 
occasion Gregory speaks of him and ffie offier duces et camerariiJ-^ This points 
definitely to an official of ffie royal treasury or financial administration. More¬ 
over, me name Ebroinus found on coins should be noted in tiiis connection. 
It has, probably rightly, been identified wim me well-kno-wn rnayorofmepalace,!® 
an office which was important in me administration of royal finance. He also 
appears to have had charge of other fiscal rights.^® 

I Cf. Luschin, AUgemeine Mim^hmde u. Geldgsschichte des MA. u. d. neueren Zm (1904), 8? ft 
: Se® list in Prou, op. cin, Lxxxiii. 3 Capit. i, 125, a i8. 

^ Cf. Prou, No. 87 (Lyons), No. 1303-j (Vienne). 

° Vita S. Eligii, i, 3 ; MG. SS. rer, Merov.^ iv, 671, 

® Pontou d’Amecourt, Description raisonnie des Monnaies Mirovingiennes de Chalons Paris 
1874, 92 if., and in Annuaire de la Soc, Francaise de Numism.. vi, 76, 82 (1882) ^ * 

7 Gregory of Tours, Mist, Franc,, vi, 5. 

® Luschin, Denar d. Lex Sal., op. cit., 27 £ 

® MG. SS. rer. Merov., iv, 681. 

Cf. Luschin, AUgamelne Mim^unde, 86 . 

Prou, No. 313, 314. 

Ibid., vi, 45. 

13 Prou, op. cit, cix. 


13 Mist. Franc., vi, iS. 

1^ Prou, No. 798. 

13 Waitz, FG., a, 27 92. 
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_ The view of some scholars that coinage was freely allowed in Merovingian 
times IS also contradicted by the fact ^ that the mint-masters were probablv 
subordinate to z monetarius praecipuus or primus, as coins of St. Remv seem 
to indicate. They would then be commissioned by the king and bound 
by his regulations. The latter were usually carefully obeyed, as we see 
from the technical uniformity of Merovingian coinage, which, in spite of 
times^”^'^°^^ “s much superior to the desultory specimens of later 

As early as the Merovingian period the Jews appear to have been closelv 
TOnnected with this industry; the Jew Priscus has already been mentioned^ 
1 hey certainly played an important part in financial control among the Visieoths 
The third Council of Toledo (589) opposed this and demanded their removal^ 
iiieir position in other professions under the Merovingians, as rich merchants 
and traders, especially in ornaments and costly goods,^ makes it not unlikely 
that they often farmed the mints there too. This is confirmed by a decree 
o the Carolingian period, the well-known Capitulare de Judaeis which orders 
t at no Jew shall have a mint in his house.® The decree has not hitherto been 
dearly understood and now takes its right place. Moreover, we have a demand 
from the Council of M^con (583)« diat the Jews should not be entrusted with 
the administration of customs. 

Finally a word on the bullion standard. As we know, this existed in 
the Koman Empire, but we have hitherto had no evidence of it for the Merovingian 
period. I think I can produce an example now, from Gregory of Tours. He 
descnbes in detail the Saxon invasion of Gaul in 572 and the plundering of the 
Avignon district. When the Saxons reached the Rhone the Frankish Duke 
Mummolus opposed them, and forced them to ransom themselves with a large 
sum 01 money.^ It is then related® that for this purpose they handed over 
aeris incisas pro aura in Clermont-Ferrand. So far no one has explained 
the important word regulas.^ Any numismatist, or anyone familiar with numis¬ 
matic terminolo^, can however understand it at once. Regulas is the unminted 
metal, the so-cdled “ mint-king ” from which the separate chips are taken for 
e coinage. The^ context of the passage shows that this view is correct. It 
as just een explained that the Goths paid multa nummtsmati auri milia for their 
treedom. Here therefore there is an antithesis to minted gold. We may in 
tact think ot gold bars. These were incisae, i.e. stamped with a mark. Thus 
we can understand the rest of Gregory’s story. No one who saw them could 
ve any ou t that they were aurum prohatum atque examinatum, as they were 
a so _ the colour of gold. In reality they were only bronze and the Franks were 
eceived: aurum dantes et aes accipientes, 

that gold bullion bearing this kind of legal mark was 
mary in the Merovingian kingdom and was in general circulation, since 

Munikunde^ against his explanations, see Allgem. 

3 cit, No. 1047. Is the reading certain 

^ See Gese^bebung in betreff der Juden (1858), y 

5 356, 371, note 7. V j / 

® MG ' ^ nemo ludeus monetam in domo sua haheat.’’ 

7 r-r T ^50, c. 13. 

ft y* Allgem. Miinikunde, ^ 8 e 

» Hist. Franc., ^ 

® See Germ, edit., iP, ^12. 
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it was accepted as parent, and its implication was obviously understood Here" 
gam, continuity with the organization of the late Roman empire is annarent i 
The Frants also root over .he bullion sumdard fro™ rh" “omns 


(2) Money Economy 

The early medieval period, up to and even including the Carolinman aee 

as been regarded by almost all economic historians as a time when natural 

vLwTJ economy was almost entirelv absent. This 

^nTeSL theTn®'“ ™ -hich were hZ 

concerning the economic activities and the civilization of the Germans- If the 

latter were a pnrmtiye and purely agrarian people, then within that modest and 

completely isolated “household economy”, wire each man proS 1 

^nittleXT'' money would appear to be q 4 e unnecessary! 

Ihe little that a man needed from without could be obtained by barterin<r Ms 

wn agnculmral products. At a time when there were presumed to be no 
towns, or when such as did exist were of little economic importance for the 
AeTw^f’ thegreat estates were becoming more and^more dominant, 

there was no reason to introduce money transactions in trade and industrv 
since they existed only within the framework of those great estates and were 
unimportant at that. This uniform picture seemed to be borne out by Tacitus’ 
accounts of the peculiarly German disdain of money and their substitution 
or cattle tor coinage as a medium of exchange.^ 

Almost all the hypotheses from which these theories sprang have, one 
after the other, been proved recently to be untenable.^ Let us examine the 
conditions in more detail. ^ For Italy recent research has to some extent cleared 
up me question. G. Salvioli in 1901 made a special smdy of Italian economic 
condmons in me early period.** One of me chief results of his research was 
to estabhsh me fact mat Italy men, as in me preceding Roman period, was a 
land of towns, wim an urban civilization and economy.® He points out mat 
me municipal organization of me Romans was preserved and respected by 
Osttogoms and Byzantines. Ostrogoms and Lombards used me Roman towns 
as the main pivots of meir rule. The town was me centre of industry and trade 
and the country was economically dependent on it. Agricultural produce was 
brought to the towns who subsisted on it, and in return the countrymen took 
away the industrial products which they required. The household economy 
did not in any way impede this economic connection with the town, for 
numerous articles which it needed could only be obtained there.® Even 
after the Lombard invasion there were merchants in Italy.^ A passage in the 
letters of Pope Gregory the Great « points to a decrease in the number of industries 


The ^pression prohare is a Roman technical term (denarius prohare), see Pliny, Hist, Nat, 
33, 132. Also Norden, op. cit., 281. * 

^ Germ, edit., ii®, 514. 

® See Germ, edit., ii% 515. 

* “ economica dltalia durante il medio evo,” Giornaie £ scimze naturoB. 

ed economtche (Palermo), voL xxiii. 

' Op. cit., 35. 

» Ibid., 75- 

’ E. Mayer, Itp.un. VG., i, S7 (1909). 

• xi, 16; “ ut ipsa una statio, quae in Roma civitate remansit, eius temporibus daudi non debeat.” 
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carried on for money, but does not imply that this kind of trade ceased entirelv 
Italy never went over to a system of pure natural economy.” Later on in 
the eleventh century, when there is proof positive of the existence of banking 
the trade of western Europe appears to be concentrated in Italy TIk^ 
fact discussed above,i that in the Lombard period, at the beginning of the 
eighth century, the negotiatores were a class graded according to their wealth 
and liable for military service corresponding to its measure, proves beyond 
doubt that this view is correct; nor must it be forgotten that the Jews were 
money changers, bankers, and moneylenders.^ But the situation can be still 
further clarified. The Byzantine rulers, after the collapse of Gothic rule in 
Italy, introduced a series of new and sweeping economic measures which deserve 
especial consideration. After peace was made in 555 for Italy and Sicily the 
Emperor Justinian allowed a five years’ moratorium for all loans negotiated 
up to the_ invasion of the Franks (552-3). After this time was up, the debtor 
had the right either to offer half the loan to the creditor, or to relinquish half 
his property. Justianian says himself that he made this decree “ at the request 
of all Italy ”.® The view that the decree was chiefly promulgated for the protec¬ 
tion of the landowning class seems to me to be open to contradiction in view 
of two of the regulations embodied in it.* If articles given as pledges for the 
debt had perished in the collapse of Italy, the debt was to be cancelled, the creditor 
lost his claim, and the debtor lost his action for the return of the security (actio 
pigneraticia). If, however, the creditor sought to conceal the pledge, out of 
desire for gain, and alleged that it had perished, for the obvious reason that it 
was worth more than the debt itself, and if the debtor could prove this, then 
the creditor had to give up the pledge and cancel the debt.^ It is quite clear 
that this measure aims at protecting the debtor and not mainly the creditor. It 
shows how the mass of the population, the small people, who obtained credit 
by means of pledges, were exploited by moneylenders. These were probably 
th6 nierchants. If any doubt as to the intention of the decree still persists, 
it will be settled by the prohibition of loans at compound interest which is also 
found among its regulations. Thus it is plain that the practice of money- 
lending was widespread and that in time of peace the population must have 

found it possible to pay in money. There is no mention anywhere of payment 
in kind. j v j 


^ There were, therefore, urban moneylenders and merchants, who must 
cmviously be considered as war profiteers, since they openly profited from 
the economic scarcity caused by war. But how could they have bought up 
such quantitip of corn, if they were not already wealthy capitalists If the 
landowning Classes had really played the dominating part in economic life assigned 
to t em by the manorial theory, then this would doubtless have been the most 
advantageous moment for them to sell their agricultural and other produce. Are 
we seriously to believe that during the war, and at a time when there was a big 
demand for com, their estates produced little or nothingThe letters of Pope 
regory e Great (59^^^4)3. of which a single one has been used as the basis 


^ See above, 3421 
^ See below, 376 £ 

^ generaliter commoverunt.” 

the tLPfn ^ 
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for sweeping conclusions about the absence of a money economy, are, taken 
as a whole, the clearest evidence against these untenable hypotheses. For they 
show not only that at this time trade flourished in the Italian towns,^ but in 
particular that business was very largely transacted in money. Above all, they 
prove that there were Jewish communities in various towns, and even in the 
jailer ones.^ In Palermo the Jews were not concerned only in maritime trade, 
ihey received money for this business from various persons, including even 
^ loan against promissory notes (cautiones) and in the rest 

^Sicily Jews undertook monetary transactions on a considerable scale, in which 
Christian widows were also involved.^ The Jews of Naples bought slaves in 
me markets of Gaul, partly on commission, for officials of the state administration,^ 
for which purpose they made use of their fellow-believers in that country (e.g. in 
Narbonne).® The Pope himself caused the gold which he drew from the Gallic 
Patrimonium to be invested in goods purchasable there, such as clothes and x4nglo- 
Saxon slaves, in order to avoid loss on the exchange,^ as the coins had not full pur¬ 
chasing value in Italy.^ We see that in Gaul, too, there was no purely natural 
economy. The revenues from the Papal possessions were paid in money (solidT)^ 
and were used for purchasing necessaries, such as clothes, in the markets. I have 
already shown that the Jews carried on trade and were concerned in money trans¬ 
actions in the Visigothic kingdom, in Spain, and in the South of France ®; and 
these documents afford further proof of the fact, for Pope Gregory’s letters 
mention them in Narbonne and Marseilles.^^ 

Besides the Jews, the clergy, too, were concerned not only with trade but 
also with money transactions, and the Council of Illerda opposed this.^^ The 
frequent occurrence of money loans is indicated in the laws of Kling Euric (466- 
485) where, following the late Roman method, the rate of interest was fixed 
at a maximum of laf per cent^^, and creditors were forbidden to exploit the poverty 
of the borrower by their exactions. Evidence of the wide extent of a money 
economy is also found in the regulations (mentioned before in another con¬ 
nection) concerning the rejection of coins which w^ere below standard. It is 
obligatory to accept coins of full value {solidi as well as tremissi)^ but at the 
same time the lawgiver finds it necessary to impose punishments on those who 
demand special payment for exchanging coins.^^ Here the late Roman law 
was taken as a model.^® Among the Burgundians we find similar regulations 
concerning the duty of accepting gold coins of full weight,the seller who refuses 
being threatened with the loss of his wares. 

Similarly, in Gaul both Jews and clergy w’ere already in the sixth century 
concerned in the money business. In 538 die Council of Orleans was obliged 
to forbid all clergy, from deacons upwards, to lend money at interest or to trade, 


^ Cf. for Rome: vi, lo (595), 37 (59?)j MG. Epp.j i, 38S, 485; for Naples: ix, 104 

(599) ; ibid., ii, iii; for Sicily, i, 42 (591) ; ibid., i, 67. 

^ See Germ, edit., ii®, 519, note 233. ® ix, 40 (598); op. cit., ii, 68. 

^ i, 42 (591); ibid., I, 66. ® ix, 104 (599); ibid., ii, iii. 

® vii, 21 (597) ; ibid., i, 464- " See above, 364. 

® vi, 10 (595) ; ibid., i, 388. ® See above, 344. 

^0 vii, 21 (597); op. cit,,^ I, 464. i, 45 (591) ; op. cit., i, 72. 

c. 19. Aguirre, coL Conctl. Hispamae ii, 193 (1753). c. 285, MG. LL., sect, i, i, 10. 

See above, 361. 

Lex Visigot., vii, 6, 5 (Recessvind. Ervig.), MG. £X., sect, i, i, 311. 

Gf. Cod. Theodos., ix, 22. 

Lex Burgund., Extrav., xxi, 7 (501), MG. LL., secL i, 2, 120. 
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like professional merchants, out of greed for “ filthy lucre ” i The Co 1 
of Macon (583) decreed that Jews should not be customs officials.^ And tS 
Council of Chchy (626) busied itself also with this question; bishops priests 
and deacons were forbidden to exact interest from their debtors ® The nr ’ 
hibition of the acquisition of filthy lucre reveals the deeper meaninc. of this 
decree. The evidence of money-lending ^ afforded by a passage in the records 
of the Synod of Orleans (which I quoted earlier), is borne out by other 
sources of the time. Waitz has produced numerous examples from the 
Merovingian formulae which show that the term beneficia praestita was used in 
the sense of money-lending.® Not only do these prove the accuracy of this 
interpretation but also numerous other passages in the formularies ® make it 
clear that moneylending was a common feature of everyday commerce and 
was supposed to be conducted according to the rules laid down in these formulae 
1 he antithesis drawn between the clergy and the professional merchants in this 
conciliar decree shows, moreover, that here the higher clergy are forbidden to 
0 something which the laity and especially the professional merchants often 
did, and which even the lower clergy might do. In fact, we have proofs 
mat the latter actually carried on business for profit, e.g. the lector in Clermont- 
h errand, mentioned above.^ F. Schneider’s view that usura does not prove the 
existence of dealings in money at this time is untenable. He thinks that only 
very small sums were involved, most of them not even coined, but consistine of 
god and silver measured by weight. The creditors were large landowners 
the debtors small peasants, and the cause war, famine, or legal fines. The use 
ot pledges was regarded more and more as a matter of course, and interest only 
occurred at the beginning. Later on, according to him, the latter was not prac¬ 
tical, and loans in kind took its place.® But most of the formulae do not relate 
to very small amounts in raw metal, but to larger sums, for example 
a pound of silver or a number of shillings.® We have also other sources which 

7 sinall amounts ” which were lent, and 

Aat the debtors were not only peasants in dire need, so that no interest Uer 
toan their own labour was required. Gregory of Tours relates that in 584 
mo Jews and two Christians came to Tours to collect promissory notes given 
by a subordinate count (vicarius) and a former count. When the four creditors 
It appeared that an official of the royal financial administration 
tiad taken part in the criine; and he is also said to have borrowed from the Jews.!" 

mentioned that “ usury ” had to be paid.^i We see therefore that 
ffimSt persons in good positions borrowed money from the Jews and paid 

general picture which Gregory of Tours gives 

of matetol crcmnstances of society to time. EverywtiLLre is obvifiy 

i =■ "i •" ■‘O'-'. 

® c. 1 ; ibid., 197. 

6 d, Karolingerieit, ii^ 281. 

6 \T/ - ^ note I. 

’ above,"^343''''' formulae, all Merovingian. 

® Form. Andecav!%xf Vt^rteljahrschr, f. So{. u. JVG., v, 299 (1907). 

^0 Hist. Franc, vL ll ^7; Turom, 44; Senon., 3, 24, 48. 

Ibid., op, dt., 30J. 
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of gold and silver in the possession of private persons. The 
high figure of the fines mentioned by him again and again (4,000 to id,000 solidt) 

and wmldlTofiT^^a^’ ’^®re paid to acquire bishoprics 1 

and worldly offices. Moreover, the yearly presents brought by nobles to the 

hS^laraf and silver .3 Clearly, the more prosperous classes 

nad large sums of money at their disposal. 

ac th gain and in particular the greed for pecuniary profit emerges 

as ffie most characteristic motive of economic and political activity. Gregory 
ot 1 ours repeatedly mentions the disgracefiil lust for gold,* of which the coundess 

practical examples. A fortune-teller 
earns gold and silver daily by her activities.^ A merchant of Tours in the wine 
ttade, on his way home from Orleans with a large sum of money after transacting 
his business, is actually killed on his journey by his servants who covet the monevd 
A byrian merchant in Bordeaux in 585 offers 200 gold pieces in order to be 
miowed to keep the relics which a powerful layman wishes to take from him.'' 
Conditions were still much the same in the seventh cenmry. The mavor of 
ffie palace, Ebroin, is described as so greedy for gold that only those who brought 
nim ^ore money than the other side obtained justice from him.® 

^The Merovingian system of taxation is another indirect proof that money 
was in general use at that time. It is true that this matter is still somewhat obscuri 
liie old view that the Germans knew nothing of taxes is also held with regard 
W me Franks, who are said to have refused to recognize such obligations.® 
r. Dahn attacks this view, basing his arguments, which still command too little 
consideration, on rich material drawn from the sources,^® and proves that the 
Ron^n system continued in this sphere and was adopted without alteration 
by the Franks. Not only the land and trade taxes, customs, tolls, and bridge 
tolls, but also the head-tax were all levied in Gaul after the Frankish conquest; 
and the old technical terms were still in use (description polyptycha^ exactor^ ducuterey 
etc.). Taxes were public and legal obligations ^ and a royal prerogative, and 
were paid in money, They were collected in each Gau and brought in the 
form of gold pieces to the royal treasury, after they had been refined by the 
mint-master in a furnace,^® This process, still kept up in the seventh century, 
goes back to a constitutio of late Roman times j for in 367 the Emperors Valen- 
tinian and Valens had decreed that the taxes when collected should be melted 
then and there, and that the pure gold therefrom should be delivered to the imperial 
treasury.Taxes were assessed upon the individual civitatesy the urban districts; 


^ Hist, Franc.^ vi, 39; viii, 22. 

" viii, 18. 3 See 333. 

Hist. Franc.j viii, 22; see also sources quoted l>y Hauck. 

® Ibid., vii, 44 (585). 

® Ibid., vii, 46. 

^ Ibid-, vii, 31. 

® Cf. Fita S. Feudegarii ep. Augustod.^ i, c. 4; MG. SS. rer, Merov.^ v, 2S6. 

^ See Germ, edit., ii^, 526. 

ZtUm merowingischen Finanzrecbt., G&rman. Ahhandl,^ z. yo. Gcburtstag Konr. A^aurcrs 
1893, 333 ff. 

Cf. also Gregoty of Tours, Hist. Franc., x, 21. 

12 Eligii, i, 15 ; SS. rer. Merov., iv, 681. Cf. also Fita,AustrigisiB ep. Biturz^, ii, 2; 

ibid., 200. 

See the money tribute (aurumpagense) mentioned by Brunner, in the Gaus of Le Mans and Tours, 
which in his view goes back to Roman taxation, DRG., ii, 235, note ii. 

Cod. Theodosian., xii, 7, i, 3 - cf. Luschin, AUgem. Mim^unde, 82. 
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all the towns in Gaul were obliged to pay them,i as was Church property, unless 
the king had granted it freedom from taxation by a special privilegio.^'' Only 
the man who paid no land tax was liable to pay head-tax; he was probably 
one of the smaller people, as was already the case in Roman times, and thus 
it came about that the liability to head-tax was considered a sign of inferior social 
position.® It did not, however, shut the door to freedom; rather it was freemen 
who paid taxes, not serfs. We now understand the reluctance of the Franks 
to pay head-tax; they felt that it lowered them socially.* This corrects the 
view ® that the free Franks were on principle and in general freed from head-tax. 
Another example may be quoted in favour of this thesis. The Vita S. Btbiani 
ep. Santonemis relates that under the Gothic King Theodore (fifth century) the 
citizens of Saintes were unbearably taxed, and points out that the king had designs 
not only on the possessions of the mediocres personae but on those of all the 
nobles.® Probably the immunitas conferred not only on the Church but on the 
nobility ’ carried with it exemption from the usual direct official taxation. This 
opposition was therefore directed mainly against new extraordinary taxes, which 
were contrary to established custom.® An idea of the extent of money economy 
is also gained from the fact that other general contributions were made in money, 
as, for example. Church tithes in the sixth century,® and alms for the poor {matri- 
cularii')?-’^ 

Some confusion of ideas about the system of taxation has been caused in 
the past by the fact that earlier scholars did not sufficiently distinguish between 
duties on articles of consumption (akiise), chiefly paid in kind, and the public 
taxes {census puLlicus), paid in money.^i We can now see that in the sixth century 
these payments in kind {tributa) were sometimes commuted for money payments, 
as in Clermont-Ferrand.^® Obviously, payment in money was not only more 
possible, but more convenient and desirable. In Lower Italy (Lucania and 
Bruttium) in 533~7 3 . swine tribute whicli had to be sent to Rome was changed 
to a money payment.^® 

It is true that the old theory of the absence of a money economy among 
the Germans was concerned less with conditions in Gaul and the provinces than 
with those on the right bank of the Rhine, where lay the real German settlements. 
The main support of this theory was however based on the fact that in certain 
of the folk laws a table of values is adopted, according to which wergeld could 
be paid in heads of cattle.®* To-day, however, it is necessary to proceed more 
cautiously in our use of these sources, for these valuations in the Ripuarian Law 


^ SS. rer. Merov., iii, 593, c. 38. 

J i, 32 ; op. dt., 4, 688 (Tours) j Vita Nivardi ep. Remens, c. xo; op. dt, 5,169. 

Dann, op. dt., 360. 

t — a * I>RG., ii, 234 (1892). 

'> 00. rer. Merov., 111, 96, c. 4. 

Cf. Kroell, Vlmmuniti franque, 44 jff. (19x0). 

00^ Clothar II (614), c. 8; MG^, Capit. i, 22; and the Vita Sulpicii ep. Bitur. 

MG. SS. rer. Merov., iv, 376. r j ? rr 

“See tie pastoral letter of the bishops of the province of Tours to the people (c. 567). MG., 
Concil, I, 138. id r \ ) 

11 rinudh. S. Mardni, i, 31; MG. SS. rer. Merov., 1-603. 

“ See Waltz, T'G., ii, 2^ 260 f. . > j 

, Gre^ry of Tours, Vitae patrum, c. 2; MG. SS. rer. Merov., i, 669. Even in the time 

ID Ji? there was a similar akiise in Aquitania. Cf. Vita Hludowici, c. 7. 

14 c r 39 - mg. AA., 122, 3J2 f. j and Reiprich, op. cit., ii. 

15 Tit. xxxvi, n ,- Zex. Saxonum, c. 66 ; ihs: Capital. Saxon., c. 11(797)- 

“ Brunner, RG., is, 322, note 60. ’ > F > 
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are now known to be a later interpolation, and the other two laws belong at 
earliest to the time of Charles the Great (c, 800) and prove nothing for the earlier 
period. On the contra^ these scales of value had obviously become necessary 
at a time when the old coinage of the Salic Law no longer held good, and confusion 
might arise owing to the introduction of the new heavier silver denarius. Sources 
for this Carolingian period show that numerous cases of perjury had occurred 
owing to the double reckoning.^ At that time also additions were made to the 
Salic Law which aimed at defining the fines according to their value in 
denarii} Moreover, we are definitely told that certain payments in kind (sword 
and falcon) are no longer to be taken, in order to avoid similar cases of perjury 
which might arise owing to the changed prices.^ The fixing of these scales of 
value (Wertaxed) now appears in a different light. It was necessary because 
in the Ripuarian Law it was stated to be optional whether pa3mients were made 
in money or in kind.'^ It was therefore necessary to know what payments in 
kind were equivalent to a solidus in money, or how these were to be valued. 
Such a need must have been particularly felt in Saxony where tv^o different solidi 
were in circulation.^ It is important to note that both the passages in question, 
in the Lex Ribuaria and the Capitulare Saxonum^ are followed by a regulation 
which lays down that payments could at any time be made in money.® The 
necessary condition for proceeding according to this regulation must have been 
a sufficient supply and corresponding circulation of money. The assumption 
that payments were regularly made in kind cannot, therefore, be upheld. 

Other phenomena in early Frankish law support this view. The payment 
of the head-tax by semi-free men was also made in money. This is shown by the 
form of manumission per denarium. The denarius^ wluch according to this 
custom was jerked away from the head of the person to be freed, was the symbol 
of liability to pay dues, not the price of freedom."^ A voluntary acceptance 
of serfdom was symbolized by placing a denarius on the head of the person 
concerned. The decree in the Salic Law concerning the Reipus leads to the 
same conclusion.® A man who married a widow had to pay 3 solidi and 
I denarius in coins of full weight, which must be tested by three men. This 
Reipus had also to be paid if a Lombard married a Salic widow.® Finally, there 
was also betrothal according to Salic law per solidum et denarium}^ Thus early 
Frankish civil law is interwoven with a syn^olism which presupposes the regular 
use of money in ordinary transactions, and would be quite incomprehensible 
if a natural economy alone prevailed at that time. 

In the richer material yielded by Carolingian sources the optional payments 
in the folk laws and early Frankish formularies are more clearly explained.^^ 

^ Cf. the information in the decrees of the Council of Rheims (813), c. 41; MG,, Conci!., iij 257, 
and my Wirtschxiftsentvncklung der KaroUngeridt, ii, 300. ^ See above, 365. 

3 See the Capitulare of 818-19, c- 8 ; MG,, Capit. i, 282, Also Brunner, i?Cr., i, 322, note 60- 

^ Cf. Tit. Ixvii, i; MG, LL., v, 256. 

® See my Wirtschaftsentwicklung der Karolingerieit, ii, 332. 

® Lex Rib., xxxvi, 12. Op. cit., 232; Capk. Saxon., c- ii; ibid., 93. This decree used to 
be misunderstood, as it was interpreted as contrasting the new silver solidus with the old gold one. 
See my Wirtschaftsentwicklung der KaroBnger^at, 2nd edit, 306, 

’ Brunner, Lie Freilassung durch Schat^wurf. in Histor. Aufsatief, W2it{, 18S6, 5 5 ff., especially 65. 

® Tit xliv. Also Brunner, Ski,~Ber, d, Berliner Akad., 1894, 1289 ff. 

® Cf. Brunner, RG., i, 391, note 40. 

See Fredegarius^ account (iii, 18) of Clovis* betrothal to Clotiida. MG, SS. rer, Merov., 
ii, 100, and Form, Sal, Bignon., 6 ; MG. FF., 230. 

See the quotations below, 380. 
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In grants of land to the Church, the holder of the precaritis is frequently allowed 
to pay the agreed tribute (to be given in kind or in money) in money if the harvest 
is bad.i This is the same phenomenon that we saw earlier in the much discussed 
taxes in kind mentioned in the Lex Ribuaria and the Capitidare Saxonum from 
which I conclude that there must have been plenty of money available.^ 

We can now throw a new and important light on the folk laws of the tribes 
of Inner Germany, especially on those of the Alemanni and Baiuvari. According 
to the Alemannic Law the dos legkima was to be paid aut in auro am in argento 
aut in mancipia aut quale ad dandum (Tit. Iv, 3 5); this also holds good for the 
bridal gift^ If an equus emissarius were injured, after the value had been 
fixed, half the compensation was to be paid in auro valente pecuniam, and the 
other half in any other money which was obtainable.^ As here, so also in Tit. xc ^ 
it is taken for granted that the goods and chattels of freemen regularly consisted 
of gold and silver as well as of mancipia and cattle. The Bavarian Law fixes 
a fine of 12 solidi auro adpreciatos^ for aiding and abetting unfree servants of 
the Church to run away, and 40 soL auro adpretiatos^ for burning Church property. 
The meaning of this is seen from another passage where 300 soL auro adpretiatos 
is fixed for the murder of a priest.® Here it is added : si aurum non habet, donet 
alia pecunia^ mancipia terra yel quicquid habet^ usque dum inpleat. If a bishop is 
murdered, a garment {tunicci^ of his size is to be made in lead and its weight 
is to be paid in gold, or failing gold in other goods.^ Finally, for the murder 
of strangers (or pilgrims, peregrini\ a compensation of 100 soL auro adpretiatos 
was fixed.^^ From 12 solidi upwards was looked on as a large sum of money.^^ 
These decrees are supplemented by those dealing with theft. Here provision 
is made for thefts of gold, silver, cattle, or other goods,i2 ^Yiere there 

is very little property (under 10 solidi) it is taken for granted that part of this 
will always be in gold and silver. Also in the case of a depositum^ the decree 
provides for gold and silver ornaments, or other costly articles, which have been 
given into the charge of someone. If the goods perish through fire, the deposk 
tarius is responsible, at any rate for the gold and silver, as these cannot burn. 

We must, I think, take all these passages together, if we are to form a correct 
judgment. Earlier scholars have merely picked out a few examples and have 
concluded that it was not easy to get gold. In actual fact, however, payment 
in gold and silver is considered as the best and most usual form of discharging 
obligations. There can therefore have been no lack of these metals, nor any 
difficulty in procuring them.^^ Trade, purchase and sale, and moneylending 
were already so extensively developed,^® that it is impossible to conceive of the 
non-existence of a money economy. The peculiar nature .of the sources has 
led to misunderstandings. The frequency of sale and purchase and of money- 
lending cannot be estimated with even approximate correctness, because the 
proofs which certainly existed at one time, the Urkunden, were not preserved 
but destroyed, on account of their ephemeral nature. Their large number is 


2 ^^^^^^baftsentwicklung der Karolingerieit^ 2nd edit., 263 ff. 

Ibid., 265 £ See also Germ, edit., 529, note 395, and 532. 


Ivi, 2, 

' MG, LL,, iii, 77. 

i, < 5 , op. cit., 272. 

' i, 10. 

ix, 3, ibid., 303. 

■XV, 2; op. cit., 318. 

See 356 f. 


Ixx, 

« i, 4, op. cit., 271. 

® i, 9 ; ibid., 274. 
iv, 31; ibid., 205. 
ix, 8, ibid., 304. 

See Germ, edit., ii^ 
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best illustrated by the great quantity of formularies which have come down 
to from this pre-Carolingian period, both for transactions of sale and 
purchase.^ ^ That so many models and patterns for these were in use, points to 
a need which would be quite incomprehensible in a society in which a natural 
econorny was entirely or mainly the rule, and a money economy completely 
non-existent. In many of them the purchase price is directly fixed in coins or 
precious metal. 

On the other hand, the Church, from whose archives these sources mainly 
come, must have found it necessary (in consequence of the commercial regulations, 
and especially the well-known prohibition against alienation of property),^ 
to acquire by payment in kind ^ose goods which were usually bought with 
money , hence the number of barter transactions and precariae agreements.® 
According to the Alemannic Law priests and other Chxurch dignitaries could 
sell or purchase immobilia and mancipia belonging to the Church only with pay¬ 
ments^ in kind.^ In this case, therefore, barter does not prove lack of money, 
nor difficulty in obtaining or circulating it. The aim was rather to avoid any 
diminution of Church property, and the dangers which might result in matters 
of sale and purchase from impeachment of these by relatives of the other party. 
We can test the correctness of this point of view by some practical examples. 

I have shown ® how extensive the slave-trade must have been; but in the existing 
sources we find hardly a trace of it. The same is true of the purchase of ornaments 
and clothes,® and other goods in daily use, especially food.'^ 

The explanation of these alternative forms of payment must therefore be 
sought elsewhere. Apparently they were intended to create free economic 
mobility. And here our newly-gained information gives us more definite clues. 
On the one hand, if a social differentiation had already split up the mass of freemen 
into men of very different degrees of wealth, then here also in fixing fines the 
productivity of the poorer men would have to be taken into consideration, 
as in the case of public servants both military ® and legal.® On the other hand, 
it has been proved that at that time free price-fixing was possible, and that die 
varying conditions of the market had a definite influence on the prices fixed.^® 
Natural produce could therefore be sold at different prices, according to the laws 
of supply and demand. If payments of fines and taxes could be made in either 
form, the debtor could profit by the rise or fall of the market. The small freeman, 
therefore, was not forced by sudden necessity to sell his goods, or even his plot 
of land, in unfavourable circumstances, in order to acquire large sums in ready 
money, or to borrow, thereby exposing himself to exploitation by usurers. 
Thus these alternatives are evidence of social and political solicitude for the 
small man; our previous description of the legislation of kings and dukes in 
the German states makes such solicitude no longer seem premature, for it 
appears very plainly in the folk-laws. This view is also supported by the fact 
that the lack of precious metals provided for by these regulations can hardly 

^ MG. FF. Andecay., 2, 3, 4, 9, 19, 21, 25, 27; Marculf., ii, 19, 20, 21, 22; Turon., % 8, 9, 10, 

42 ; Senon., 2 ; Salic. Bignon., 3, 4, 5, 20 ; Sal. MerkelL, 9, 10, ii, 12 ; LindenBrog.^ S, 15 ; Fisigot.^ II. 

^ See above, 246. 

® See my Wirtschaftsentwicklung der Karoiingeri^eit, 2nd edit., 255 ff. 

Tit. XX. ^ See above, 232 f. ® See above, 329. 

See what has been said above, 344, concerning the traders who bought up wine and com in 585. 

® See above, 218 ff. ® See above, 221 A 

See above, 355 ff. See above, 216 ff. 
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have occurred among the wealthy or the noble, after what we have learnt of 
the quantity of ornaments and costly articles possessed even by the laity U it 
was only among the poorer freemen that scarcity existed. It is no longer 
possible to believe that there was any difficulty in procuring money at that time 
If there had been, the great number of Merovingian mints in the West would be 
inexplicable. In the East, however, gold flowed from Byzantium not only to 
Scandinavia,but also to Germany, including Bavaria (the Danube trade).® 
One more case in point may be cited. In 537-8 the eastern taxpayers in Istria 
were allowed, when there were good harvests,* to pay their public dues in kind 
(wine, oil, com). Obviously, this surplus caused a lack of demand, with the 
result that the natural products could not be changed, as at other times, into 
gold.® This example is the companion picture to the account which l’ have 
given above. ^ We have also most instructive cases in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries which deserve to be noted in this connection. The great landlords 
of the time allowed the peasants of the Tyrol, as a special favour, to pay dues 
in money instead of kind.® Money had depreciated, and the price of namral 
products had risen considerably. 

And now a word in conclusion on the position as regards the German 
language. The fact that the Goth Ulfilas, in his translation of the Bible, rendered 
peciaiia as faihu has been taken as an unmistakable proof of the existence 
of a natural economy.’ Actually, no such conclusion is warranted ; for 
in old High German ^Au, like pecunia, has the double meaning of property 
and money.8 Ulfilas was therefore right in using the term faihu, since this did 
not by any means denote merely cattle ( = money). The word Schat:!i_ (treasure), 
which in the Frisian language means cattle, is similarly complicated. Here also 
we have the double meaning of cattle and money. Kluge has already pointed 
out that the original meaning of cattle cannot be proved, for the ancient German 
skatta = money, coin.® E. Schroder recently showed that this word usually 
implied coined money, especially in Ulfilas’ translation of the Bible.“ He has 
also proved that ffie form of the word schilling is due to the use of the earliest 
coins as pendant ornaments, small shields worn on the breast.®-^ 
Schilling originally meant a coin used as an ornament, and later gave its name 
to a coin, the (gold) solidus. Finally, pfennig appears at tlie end of the Merovingian 
pOTod as the^ German term for the denarius and then takes the place of schati.^ 
Thus all earlier words for money refer to coined money and show that the 


^ See above, 332 ff. 

“ See above, 367. 

202 low 27^ J^irtschaftsentwicklimg der Karolingeridt, ii^, 335, and also R. Scliroder, DRG., l‘, 
^Ta|iodoruS’ ^ar., xii, 22. MG. AA., xii, 378. 

7 Si ^eisthumer {Akadem. Ausgahe), iii, 2, 74, line 42 £, and iv, 2, 754, Hne 36 S. 

8 11 538, note 347. 

^^yrnolog, Worterh. d. dmtschen 

chfindp k r Schroder, Studien z. d. deutschen Munznamen/' Zeitschr.f, verglei- 

xlvm, 273 (1918). 

cit., Art. ‘^Schatz ”, and also Mtillenhof, op. cit. 

, “ Op at., 2S6 f., 271. 

Ibid., 264. 

Schroder, op. cit., 250. 

coinag^ h^cleS ff-) derives Scherf {rom Lat. scripulus. Here the connection wdth Roman 
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Germans were conversant wiA its use from the earliest times. The fundamental 
meaning of the word Geld itself, however, goes back to the barter economy. 
It is the Firgeltung, the paying back, which is implied here.i Thus the results 
OT recent philological research complete the statements made above, and prove 
their correctness, as against the earlier theory of an omnipresent natural 
economy. 


^ Cf. F. Kluge, art. “Geld’’, op. cit. 


Chapter XIII 

RETROSPECT AND CONCLUSION 


'^IIE general picture drawn in this book of the social and economic developmert 
X of the pre-Carolmgian period, from the age of the folk migrations onward^ 
differs considerably from that which has usually been given. The conventional 
picture was one of backward and very primitive conditions. But this is completelv 
at variance with the conditions which were known (even before the great achieve- 
ments cff modern epigraphical and papyrological research) to have prevailed 
in late Roman umes, and in equally strong contrast with what the Germans 
actually achieved later, in the course of their settlement in the Roman provinces 
It the people had been so backward at this time, how could the great task 
of and division have been carried out by Ostrogoths and Visigoths, Lombards 
and Burgundiaris, as it is described ? The Germans would have been utterly 
incapable of maintaining in the same state of cultivation the wide acreage which 
had already been methodically and intensively tilled by the Romans; and had 
they depended on the latter to do the work their position would soon have 
deteriorated, to a degree which would have brought them into economic subjection 
to their Roman consortes. 

Similarly, there was no necessity to win new territory for cultivation by a 
slow and laborious process of reclamation, nor to seek ground in the forests for 
a purely primitive husbandry. Quite apart from the wide extent of unforested 
land, the existence of which is established by modern geographical research, and 
on which evidence of prehistoric settlements of husbandmen has been discovered, 
the diviaon of land with the Romans must have provided a rich supply of 

f* 1 where no regular division took place, the Germans acquired land 

which had long been under cultivation. And yet another consideration: in 
those places m which the Germans took two-thirds of the Roman arable, they 
y u 1 ^ forest clearings and newly reclaimed land. Does not tliis 
te c ear y both against the theory of the predominance of forest economy and 
against the idea that the cultivated sites changed from place to place, or even 
ftruly a bold conception 1) moved about the forests .?■ Moreover, any such 
View would be in direct conflict with the motive usually assigned to the so-called 
o migrations. Was not one of their chief causes supposed to be the land 
• ^ ^ ^ Germans ? ^ And how could land and forests have been exploited 

iTh tf ^ G^tensRe^ fashion, if land were so scarce that the Roman authorities 
A ^ barbarians definite areas for settlement.^ In any case the 

a option o such procedure would have been impossible, in view of the 
evastating results which would have accompanied it from the point of view 
o _ agricu tura technique. It is only necessary to recall the case of Bavaria, 
Ka istncts^ which to-day are moorland and useless for crops, must have 
been under cultivation in the Celtic and Roman period, as the surviving Hochdcker 

nf change may be traced to an irrational method 

ma on, which brought about a diminished rainfall and consequently 

: 3^4 , 
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the desiccation of the soil and the disappearance of the fertilizing: laver of vegeta- 
distticn ^ ^ cultivation was no longer^possible in Aat 

Siniilar reasons may be urged against the Mark-association theory. It is 
n that Ae German occupation was accompanied bv a ratioMlization 

of land holdings which had originally been divided into private properties under 

11 ^ an enormous undertaking to bring together 

all these holdings into anything like a uniform whole. Archaeological research 

p-Ro“2 

The extension of cultivation had gone much farther than used to be supposed 
Some recent scholars go so far as to consider that it was practically complete 
before Carolmgian times in North-West Germany and in Bavaria, not to mention 
me districts of Roman settlement, and that all that took place later was an intensive 
intenial colonization, in which a substantial beginning had already been made. 

It used to be thought that the main characteristic of this early period was 
the fact that it was a closed economy”, in which men lived and worked in 
almost complete isolation, in separate self-sufScing units. On the contrary 

“ I^°“an times the scattered ploG 
ot land belonging to a number of landowners were interspersed, even in sma|l 
areaSj and in single villages. 

The ^^ighly developed network of roads and ways of communication, 
created by the Romans in the first centuries of the Christian era as far as, and 
in places even beyond, the limes, for military, commercial, and political reasons, 
was not destroyed ; it was there to offer on all sides safe means of communication 
m early German times. We have seen that in the latter period new undertakings, 
such as the great colonization movement, were not only connected with the 
I settlements and proceeded from them, but actually advanced along the 
old Roman roads. ^ The great migratory period brought the peoples closer to 
one anomer and did away with isolation. Recent research into the history of 
art has ^impressively developed this thesis by means of remains of industrial 
oljets d'art, and the spread of late Roman technique. 

The political expansion of Frankish rule, which was extended by King 
Theudebert in the first half of the sixth century to Pannonia and to the Adriatic, 
and in the North as far as the Saxons and Thuringians, first pointed a way out 
of the narrow limits of early tribal life, and must have banished the seclusion of 
former tirnes. To this we must add the spread of Christianity and especially 
of Catholicism. As its name implies, it tends to cast a wide net and aiins at 
distant results. In this period of early German culture, it was not only in religious 
life that its peculiarly international tendencies were at work; it had also a levelling 
and socialistic effect on material existence and on the law. It bridged over the 
special features of the various political institutions, and created over their beads 
a self-contained series of interests and efforts which were everyv/^here the same. 

But what about the small individual farms i Were they not isolated 
Scholars were led astray in this matter by the old interpretation of the Hufe, 
and still more perhaps by the descriptions of the social bases of German political 
life in that early age. If the German land occupation were imagined as taking 
place by means of settlements of free men with equal rights on a family basis, 
and if the single Hufe were the measure of private ownership, which fell equally 
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Jeveryone, then it was easy to reach such a conclusion, in the li^ht 
of Tacitus description of the freedom of the Germans and of their character S 
w settlements. Have not certain scholars tried to make out 
that the Einielhofm. forest and uncultivated land was actually the original form 
of German settlement ? But the single Hufe was certainly insufficient to maintah 
a freeman and his f^ily. The truth, as shown by the records, is that free farmers 
possessed notone Hufa but several. We must not confuse the unit of measurement 
with the individual holding, nor imagine that the latter was always the s^^ 
No serious scholar to-day would support the old theory; it was born of eighteenffi 
and nineteenth-century ideas concerning the freedom and equality of the Germans 
at the time of the occupation. It is certain not only that there were everv 
where considerable inequalities of ownership, but that great estates existed 
from the beginning. But the Germans, under the influence of their characteristic 
law and social institutions (the comitatus), introduced important changes which 
sowed the seed of a vigorous new growth. And although we must assume a 
considerable measure of adoption of Roman institutions, the extraordinarily 
impormt part played by the Germans in tlie cultural development of the whole 
succeeding period consists in this, that after the conquest of the Roman Empire 
and tlte foundation of their new states on its soil, they were in a position to take 
over ffie Roman culture without further ado, to keep it alive and indeed to infuse 
new life into it j ^ and that, as we learn from tlie fifth century Roman writer of 
Marseilles, they instituted better conditions of life, which actually influenced 
and attracted those in possession of the older Roman culture in favour of the 
barbarians. 

The Germans did not behave as enemies of culture, destroying or abolishing 
Roman civilization; on tlie contrary they preseiwed and developed it. Even 
It they were at first rough and clumsy in their use of the Roman methods, there 
was no interruption or breach of cultural development, which might have com- 
pelled them, owing to their primitive incompetence, to build up a completely 
new edifice. The conquest of the Roman Empire took place on different lines 
from the conquest of other states in political history. The Germans did not 
overrun and destroy it in a savage onslaught, and then painfully build their 
pnimuve culture on its ruins. The Roman world was won by the Germans 
gra ua y rom within^ by a peaceful penetration which went on for centuries, 
urmg which they absorbed its culture and even, to a considerable extent, took 
over Its a ministration. Thus the abolition of its political sway was only the 
last consequence of a long process of change, the readjustment (so to speak) 
ot a firm, whose old name has for long ceased to describe the actual head of 
the business. The Gothic King Athaulf could boast with truth that he had 
not destroyed Roinan civilization, but had restored and magnified the fame of 
tvome by means of German strength. It is for this reason that the abolition 
•foil f uEmpire in 476 was not felt by contemporaries to be the 
“ onie, and indeed was hardly considered to be a really important event. 

Ihe Roman Empire in the West fell asleep without any convulsion.” 
tbofaii ^ Germans to Roman organizations, as conquerors after 

tn i^oman rule, was conservative in their own interests, and they continued 

unrbat,(y °5 Ent it was not as if this inheritance had Stayed 

wa?Sl • ^ pattern for the new structure; the Roman world 

ving, an a process of disintegration, bodi economic and social, was 
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and had tj, forced fed conaiderably 

after the final settlements. Side by sidfS th f “ " 5 

against the Romans, went the conLJtotirn of .olit . ® 

constitution was introduced after the final settlements f 
came ^out a change in the traditional democratic institutions 

and rT ^ organizations (pagi, dvitates), taken from' Celts 

Soun^T""!’ -1 ' i!""' to roval officMs 

(counts^ A simlar change occurred in the towns. Military autho'rity -Raas at 

first still in the foreground. Civil administration was then iXed to it' and the 

renla^rr ^"^tonomy, expressed in the municipal constitution, was 

replaced by a seigneurial organization. The heavy social md economic oppres¬ 
sion of late Roman times, due to the peculiar fact that the fiscal interests of the 
state coincided with those of the great private landlords, who farmed the taxes 
was done away with, and a political soHcitude for the welfare of the mass of the 

Dublirse^^ regulated by consideration of their 
public services (amy and justice) and aimed at protecting the poorer men. For 

^ in these new German states had already caused 

Sp K ^ brought with it a change in socii status. 

Side by side with the ancient German nobility, the service of the king came also 
to mean ennobl^ent, while the acquisition of large estates divided lie mass of 
ireemen into different classes. 

The upward inovement of the lower classes (semi-free and unfree) was 
strongly encouraged by the Church, which, because of its philanthropic duties 
(cam for the poor, manumission of slaves, etc.) attracted these strata of society 
to Itself. Its admimstration, which had developed in a monarchical direction 
through the power given to the episcopate, met with the same tendency in the 
Mngslup, espeaally among the Franks. With the conversion of Clovis to 
Catholicism, a step prompted by internal politics, it placed itself under the protec- 
tion of the monarchy, and, in its own interests, co-operated in developing the 
centralization of the royal power. This co-operation led not only to a rich 
economc endowment of the _ increasing number of ecclesiastical institutions, 
both bishoprics and monasteries, but also to the development of the political 
pow^r OT the episcopate, when the royal power declined, owing to the partition 
of the Frankish kingdom and the long civil wars. The secular and religious 
aristocracy, enriched by ro}^! service and from royal property, was, as the Edict 
of Clothar II shows, more and more influential in feudalizing public authority, 
a process which went on side by side with the development of the great landlords 
(potentes). The development of the system of private churches (Eigenkircken), 
which, like the great estates, derived from the Roman inheritance, Is the economic 
side of this development, and typifies the great offensive campaign b^un by 
the lay aristocracy in the seventh century against the rich property of the Church. 

^ The subordination of the Frankish state Church to the authority of the crown, 
which made it a national church in opposition to the Roman Papacy, is not to be 
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understood as an acceptance of Aryan tendencies, for the Eigenkirchenrecht does 
not seem to have been either denominational or national. Roman influences 
were doubtless encouraged by the Church; but it is not true that by its adherence 
to Roman law it reintroduced Roman culture to the Germans and familiarized 
them with it. The fact that the Merovingian national church was ‘‘ free of 
Rome and that the lay aristocracy came more and more to control and to 
disintegrate it, would certainly have tended rather to check such Romanization 
in the seventh and the beginning of the eighth centuries. The influence of 
the Roman Pope did not become important until after the great reform of the 
church, which took place under the first Carolingians. Here the co-operation 
of the new cultural factors is very plain, for though German civil law might be 
lastingly influenced by the Church in such institutions as the right of free division 
of property, freedom of testamentary disposal, and freedom of marriage, yet its 
German institutions, such as patronage and mundium^ suited it well. Roman 
law did not always have the upper hand. 

The subordination of the Church to the protection of the Frankish king 
and its rich endowments in land made it possible for the royal ruler to use ecclesias¬ 
tical property for state purposes. As the lay lords had been doing on a small 
scale by virtue of their patrocmiurrij so now the King claimed Church property 
on a large scale and bestowed it on his followers and vassals ; and thereby not 
only were the latter rendered capable of royal, especially military, service, but 
also this vast accumulation of Church lands became again economically useful 
to the laity. The rise of the beneficial system, beginning in the sixth 
century, was not decisively influenced by the Roman model, or by the ecclesias¬ 
tical beneficia. As in other directions, formations of a similar type already 
existed in late Roman times, and parallel developments may also be observed 
in the East Roman Empire. Yet the beneficial system of the early Middle Ages 
emerged as an original and peculiar formation through the combination of the 
two new cultural factors, German civilization and the Church. It was aided 
by the internal political development of the Frankish kingdom from the middle 
of the sixth century, and was connected with the social and economic changes 
of the time, in the shape of the great estates. Charles Martel did not create 
the beneficial system, nor was there any reform of military organization at that 
period. The connection between vassallitium and benejicia was there from the 
beginning, and had its counterpart in the German right of maintaining a comitatus. 
Over and above its military purpose, the economic aims of the leneficium now 
for the first time became important. 

The civilization of this pre-Carolingian period was not exclusively agrarian 
and non-urban. The Roman towns did not perish in the storms of the migrations, 
nor did the new German owners entirely avoid settling in them. In Italy, Spain, 
and Gaul they remained the administrative centres of the surrounding territory, 
and were of great economic importance as markets for trade and for the develop¬ 
ment of a free industry. Industry did not completely collapse or pass entirely 
into the hands of the omnipotent lords of the great estates, but only received 
a new character under the Germans. Here as in the country, in the place of 
the old autonomous administration by the community, there was some measure 
of control by the town itself, embodied in the city count (Stadtgraf) appointed 
by the king. Side by side with him the bishop rose to great power; after the 
collapse of Roman rule the episcopate had increasingly become the mainstay 
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of the provincial Christian population^ and in consequence of the wealth which 
it had acquired by gifts^ it was a great economic force. Nor was it only a 
power among the proletarian masses, by reason of its care of the poor. On 
the^ foundation of the privileged position which it had obtained in the Roman 
period, a position which the new German conquerors acknowledged by means 
of royal privileges (immunities, freedom from taxation, and militar}" ser\dce), 
its power incessantly grew until it came to vie with that of the count. 

Roman urban life radiated its influence from the territory of the old limes^ 
the Rhine, Main, and Danube, outwards over the Inner German lands. Even 
though such towns did not yet exist there, the seeds of urban development were 
already present, for the quasi-urban centres of the old folk- and Gau-communities 
(wz) were the centres of administration and of economic intercourse, with their 
markets, customs-houses, and mints, and also, often, of religious worship, 
with their Gau-temples. Like the folk-strongholds {Volkshurgen) and strongholds 
of refuge (Fluchtburgen) and like the towns themselves, they were also places 
of shelter for the country folk in times of invasion, and were walled during 
the migrations. With their development into towms, the old tribal terrkorium 
became urban ; the characteristic expression of this fact is seen in the transference 
of the tribal name to the town. After the conversion to Christianity these often 
populous places became very important, as sees of the newly founded bishoprics. 

Above all, however, they fulfilled an important economic function. After 
the enormous eastward and northward expansion of Frankis! territory', which 
under King Theudebert (534-548) reached Pannonia, the Adiiatic, and Jutland, 
not only did the tribes of Inner Germany become linked up with the old lands, 
which were soaked in Roman culture, but also the new political relationships 
soon created economic relationships, accompanied by a revival of trade and 
commerce. Austrasia comes into the foreground. The new annexations of 
Frisians and Saxons in the North, and of Thuringians and Baiuvari in tlie East, 
strengthen the German characteristics of the large and growing state; and a 
mixed culture comes into being, which derives a special stimulus from the forma¬ 
tion of new relationships on the advancing northern, eastern, and southern 
boundaries, and new cultural tendencies appear from the North (Anglo- 
Saxons), from the eastern empire, and from Italy. Trade was by no means 
unimportant and undeveloped. It was not limited to luxuries and overseas 
products, such as spices and silk, brought by foreign merchants to central Europe. 
Orientals, Syrians, and Jews, and the maritime tribes, Frisians and Saxons, were 
not the only enterprising traders; so also were the Inner German tribes, Franks, 
Alemanni, and Baiuvari. There was already a class of professional merchants, 
who acted as middlemen betv^een the original producers and the great mass of 
consumers, and harvested a rich profit thereby. The great estates did not take 
the lead here, any more than they did in industry. They did not provide for 
all their own needs in a closed domestic economy, but bought even ordinary 
necessaries in the market. Since in the more populous places, especially in 
the towns, a sufficient number of consumers was already present, a free industrial 
system was able to develop side by side with the manorial handicraft system, 
and this often employed wage labour. To this system we owe the artistic 
products of the gold, silver, and ivory industries of that time. 

Commerce and trade were now i>le to develop into independent profo- 
sions, because a freely working price mechanism made it possible to make high 
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profits, and a brisk turnover secured sufficient gain even for the small retailer 
Merchants were rich citizens, not only in Italy, where they were classed according 
to their wealth and might even perform military service in full armour, with sword 
and coat of mail, but also in the Frankish kingdom. This commercial inter¬ 
course was carried on not merely by barter but also with money, and the formu¬ 
laries show us that cash was frequently used in buying and selling. Even 
before the fall of the Roman Empire the Germans were familiar with the use 
of money; large sums were paid to them by Rome and Byzantium, so that 
from the fourth century it was necessary to make regulations to check \he flow 
of gold and silver to the barbarians. In the newly founded German states 
both for political and economic reasons coins were at first minted after the pattern 
of the coinage of the Eastern empire. As trade and commerce continued to 
develop even during King^TheudeberEs policy of expansion, a coinage of their 
own was minted by the German states. There was a double standard, which 
led in the seventh century to an issue of heavy silver denarii (12 = the old gold 
shilling = 40 lighter denarii)^ with the aim of removing the abuses which had 
arisen from this fact. 

Like trade, the practice of moneylending was also widespread, so that not 
only professional merchants but also clergy were engaged in it. Even in the 
sixth and seventh centuries a great lust for gain had seized upon wide circles of 
the population; above all, the Jews, many of whom also farmed the mints, 
became rich through usury, a fact which led to their persecution, especially in 
Spain. The taxes in kind of agricultural produce mentioned in the folk-laws 
are no sign that a natural economy predominated; the alternative payments 
aimed rather at making more favourable conditions of payment for the poorer 
freemen and allowing them to profit by the state of the market. 

Thus, this period of the fifth and sixth centuries is seen to be the organic 
and vital connecting link between late Roman and Carolingian times, and the 
so-called Carolingian Renaissance ” appears in a somewhat different light. 
Much which once seemed to be a new and deliberate creation is now seen, 
owing to our clearer knowledge of the period, never to have been lost at all, 
but to have persisted in those obscure, sparsely documented and twilight centuries 
of European cultural development. The later centuries did but complete and 
extend what had already been introduced and established in that earlier age. 
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